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TEHRAN - First Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref says the U.S.-Israeli aggression on 
Iranian soil in June was perpetrated under the shadow of the United Nations Security 
Council’s inaction in the face of the two allied regimes’ flagrant violations of international 
law and UN Charter.

Aref made the statement in an address on Friday to a meeting of the Eurasian Economic 
Union (EAEU)’s prime ministers in the resort city of Cholpon Ata, Kyrgyzstan, as he 
commended the “constructive and heartening” stances of the member states on the 12-day 
imposed war on the Islamic Republic.

“This was while we witnessed the inaction of the United Nations Security Council 
regarding the flagrant violation of international law and the UN Charter by the Zionist regime 
and the US,” Aref said.

“The aggression against a UN member state, the attack on Iran’s peaceful nuclear facilities, 
the killing of civilians, and the illegal and criminal operations against military forces outside 
their mission area and against university professors, and the bloodshed of women, children, 
and ordinary citizens, further revealed the Zionist regime’s goals in spreading insecurity in 
the region.”

Iran’s first vice president pointed to the plight of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and said the 
Israeli regime’s genocidal aggression on the besieged territory constitutes crimes against 
humanity.

“The world is currently witnessing the actions of the Zionist regime in imposing famine 
and starvation on the oppressed people of Gaza, and even its decision to fully occupy it, 

which is a clear example of a crime against humanity and a continuation of genocide,” Aref 
said.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran, while strongly condemning these actions, once again 
reminds all governments of their shared and collective responsibility to stop the flagrant 
violations of international humanitarian law, war crimes, and crimes against humanity in 
Gaza,” he added.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Aref emphasized the consolidation of peace and stability in the 
Caucasus region and welcomed the peace agreement between the Republic of Armenia and 
the Republic of Azerbaijan on August 8.

“Iran continues to underscore its positions on solidarity and the preservation of the 
territorial integrity of countries, and believes that interventions from outside the region will 
not contribute to lasting security in the region,” he said.

Pointing to the great capacities of the Eurasian Economic Union, Aref also stated that 
Tehran believes the EAEU can be a pioneer in establishing regional economic governance.

“Regional unions and alliances will shape the future world, and our region, with 
mechanisms such as the EAEU and ECO, can impact the future global order and preserve 
and enhance the power of its members against increasing challenges and pressures,” he said.

“The union’s countries must be united against actions and restrictions imposed by some 
countries to deprive them of the benefits of science and technology,” he added. “Cooperation 
and partnership among regional unions are more relevant now than ever before, and our 
region can be a leader in this regard.”

BEIRUT (Dispatches) - The secretary 
general of Lebanon’s Hezbollah, Sheikh Naim 
Qassem, has stressed that the resistance 
movement will not lay down its weapons until 
the Israeli occupation ends, warning that the 
Beirut government’s decision on disarmament 
could create civil strife.

He made the remarks in a speech on Friday 
on the occasion of Arba’een, the 40th day after 
the martyrdom anniversary of Imam Hussein 
(AS), the third Shia Imam and the grandson of 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), who was killed 
in the Battle of Karbala in southern Iraq in 680 
AD while resisting the much larger army of the 
despot Umayyad ruler of the time, Yazid.

“The resistance will not surrender its 
weapons as long as occupation persists and 
aggression continues,” Qassem said, and 
vowed that Hezbollah will continue to resist 
against “falsehood”, describing the US and 
Israel as the modern-day Yazid.

Referring to the latest decision made by the 
Lebanese cabinet on Hezbollah disarmament, Qassem said “The government is implementing an 
American order and serve the Israeli project.”

Hezbollah will fight against the US-Israeli project and “we are confident of victory”, he stated.
He held the Lebanese government “fully responsible for any strife that may occur”, saying “We 

don’t want it, but there are those who are working towards it.”
The Hezbollah chief warned the government against “dragging the army into internal strife”, 

saying the movements Hezbollah and Amal opted not to take to the streets after the decision, but 
he didn’t rule out protests, if no amendments were made.

“If confrontation is imposed, we are ready for it,” he said. 

The Hezbollah chief stressed that the decision, 
which stipulates stripping Lebanon and its 
resistance and people of defensive weapons 
against any aggression, means “facilitating the 
killing of the resistance fighters and their families 
as well as their expulsion from their homes”, 
stressing that the government should have 
expelled the Israeli troops from Lebanese 
territories instead.

He urged the cabinet to convene to discuss 
confronting the aggression and rebuilding the 
country, “not to hand over the country to an 
insatiable Israeli aggressor or an American tyrant 
with limitless greed”.

Qassem added that the “very serious” decision 
violates the Lebanese constitution that stipulates 
that there is no legitimacy for any authority that 
contradicts the pact of mutual coexistence.

He emphasized that the government can’t strip 
the resistance’s weapons of legitimacy, saying the 
resistance derives its legitimacy from the Taif 
Agreement—negotiated in Saudi Arabia’s Taif in 

1989, which ended the civil war in Lebanon— and the blood of its martyrs, “not from you”.
Sheikh Qassem also pointed to the important role played by the resistance in preserving the 

sovereignty of the country and confronting Israel’s aggressions.
On August 5, Lebanon’s Prime Minister Nawaf Salam tasked the country’s army to develop a 

plan to restrict weapons to the state by the end of the year, a decision that aims at disarming the 
Hezbollah resistance movement that has for decades defended the country from external 
aggression, especially from the Israeli enemy.

Two days later, during a cabinet meeting, the Lebanese government officials further discussed 
the US proposal aimed at disarming Hezbollah and endorsed its “objectives”.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - A senior Iranian diplomat says the Islamic 
Republic is ready to continue nuclear talks with the European troika and to 
defend its peaceful nuclear rights.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Saeed Khatibzadeh made the remark in 
an interview with Turkish news channel A Haber in response to a question 
about any scheduled talks between Iran and the E3 (France, Britain and 
Germany) in the near future as they held the second round of talks in 
Istanbul, Turkey, late in July.

“Now, these negotiations will continue. We have decided to continue, and 
we will do so,” he said.

He, however, underscored the need to be cautious and vigilant to ensure 
that no one will exploit bilateral negotiations or will use them “as a means in 
their foreign policy toolbox.”

He expressed hope that the three European countries will understand that 
“if the goal is to reach a meaningful agreement between the two sides, 
everything is possible.”

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Majid Takht-Ravanchi said during the 
talks with the E3 in Istanbul, Tehran insisted on its “absolute” right to 
enrichment inside the country as per the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

“Enrichment, which is among our absolute rights, should be continued 
inside the country,” added Takht-Ravanchi, who, along with Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi, led the Iranian negotiating team.

Khatibzadeh pointed to 12 days of “highly coordinated” acts of aggression 
by the Israeli regime and the United States against Iran in June and said the 
attacks on the Islamic Republic’s nuclear facilities may be regarded as the 
“worst” violation of international regulations.

“All our nuclear facilities were under the guarantee of the United Nations 
and under the continuous supervision of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency,” he explained.

The quasi-coup of 1921, which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  B r i t a i n ’s  g r e a t e r 
domination over Iran by installing 
Reza Khan, occurred at a time when 
the United States had entered the 
Great  Depress ion and Pres ident 
Woodrow Wi l son’s  hea l th  had 
deteriorated following a stroke in 
1919 (in practice, his wife Edith 
Wilson was running the affairs of the 
country). The 1919 Agreement had 
b e e n  s i g n e d  w i t h  Vo s o u g h 
od-Dowleh, and Britain was seeking 
to fully annex Iran to itself.

Wilson’s cabinet had become sensitive to Britain’s imperial greed and was 
devising plans to penetrate the areas under British influence. For this 
purpose, they submitted a bill for U.S. membership in the League of Nations 
to Congress and persistently pursued its approval. However, with the 
maneuvering and influence of Britain in Congress, the Senate rejected the 
bill, and the task of smoothing the way in the clash of interests fell to the next 
U.S. president.

In the November 1920 elections, Warren G. Harding of the Republican 
Party won and officially began his presidency on March 4, 1921.

At exactly the same time, Britain’s attempts to implement the 1919 
Agreement in Iran met with opposition from religious leaders and the Iranian 
parliament, and the plan to replace Ahmad Shah with Reza Khan was put into 
motion. We should not forget that in these very years Britain was devising 
ways to hide itself from U.S. scrutiny, and in the House of Commons it was 
preparing the mechanism for implementing what became known as “Neo-
Colonialism” — to remain in countries for the sake of protecting its colonial 
interests without being visibly present.

From 1920 to 1950, Iran and the world experienced the eras of World War 
I and World War II. Artificial famine in Iran — Britain’s revenge against the 
Iranian nation’s quest for independence — the occupation of Iran, the exile of 
Reza Khan, his replacement by Mohammad Reza, the plundering of oil, the 
Tehran Conference, and so on, all occurred in these 30 years. One wave after 
another, one storm after another, robbed the oppressed Iranian nation of peace 
and rest.

In this same 30-year period, the United States was grappling with the 
continuation of the Great Depression, the Wall Street crash, the widening 
Gini gap, inflation, and more. Across four election cycles, Calvin Coolidge 
(1925–1929, Republican),  Herbert  Hoover (1929–1933, Republican), 
Franklin Roosevelt (1933–1945, Democrat), and Harry Truman (1945–1953, 
Democrat) came and went. After the end of World War II — and just four 
months later — the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki took place, 
as a show of U.S. power to the world. Then came the Cold War and the 
Marshall Plan, aimed at countering Britain’s “New Colonialism.”

In Iran, the National Front was formed and placed Iran’s interests in 
cooperating with the U.S. against Britain on its agenda. Oil was nationalized, 
but there were no buyers.

Dr. Mohammad Mossadegh, in order to sell oil and escape Britain’s 
sanctions, turned to Harry Truman for help, and a fragile understanding was 
reached — but Britain was not idle.

They wrote to Truman that Mossadegh was supported by two groups — 
political religious forces and leftist Tudeh Party members — and that if he 
gained economic power, he would set the U.S. aside. They suggested that it 
would be better to bring back Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who would forever 
be a servant to both Britain and the U.S. Thus, the Ajax plan was drawn up.

On August 19, 1953 (28 Mordad 1332 in the Iranian calendar), a turning 
point in modern Iranian history occurred. On this day, a quasi-military coup, 
designed and supported by U.S. (CIA) and British (MI6) intelligence 
agencies, was carried out against the legitimate government of Prime 
Minister Dr. Mohammad Mossadegh. The coup led to his overthrow and the 
return of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi to power.

Mossadegh, as the leader of the National Front, had nationalized Iran’s oil 
industry, which was under British control through the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company.  This provoked Bri tain’s  f ierce opposit ion and tr iggered 
international sanctions against Iran.

Educated in Switzerland, Mossadegh sought to limit the Shah’s powers and 
strengthen democracy in Iran, which attracted the interest of the nascent 
Western powers. In August 1953, under British planning, the Shah issued a 
decree dismissing Mossadegh, but Mossadegh, with the support of the people 
and the army, declared it invalid. Subsequently, CIA and MI6 operatives, in 
cooperation with a network of royalist supporters (led by Fazlollah Zahedi) 
and army officers,  launched attacks on Mossadegh’s residence and 
government offices.

After several hours of rabble-rousing and creating artificial chaos in the 
streets of Tehran, the so-called coup forces prevailed. Mohammad Reza, who 
had fled to Rome after signing Mossadegh’s dismissal order, returned to Iran 
two days later (August 21) and appointed Zahedi as prime minister.

Mossadegh, accused of acting in the national interest, was tried in a 
military court and sentenced to three years in prison. After his release, he 
lived under house arrest in Ahmadabad until his death in 1967 (1345 in the 
Iranian calendar). Members of the National Front, such as Hossein Fatemi, 
were executed or imprisoned.

The U.S.-Britain dispute turned into cooperation, and a new oil consortium 
dominated by American and British companies was formed. From that point 
on, U.S. influence in Iran intensified, with tens of thousands of advisers 
present in the country. This continued even after the Shah fled on January 16, 
1979 (26 Dey 1357), until, less than a year later, with the victory of the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, the U.S. embassy — dubbed the “den of spies” — was 
seized and America’s hand was cut off from plundering Iran.

Classified CIA documents released in 2013 confirmed that the coup was a 
joint U.S.-British operation (codenamed “Operation Ajax”). In 2013 (1392 in 
the Iranian calendar), the U.S. government officially apologized for its role 
in the coup, but did not stop its extortion. Therefore, national resistance 
against colonialism, the protection of democracy from being sacrificed, and 
the preparation of a religious foundation for the emergence of the savior of 
humanity have continued and have always been on the agenda of the Iranian 
people’s struggle.

BEIJING (Dispatches) - China reaffirms its commitment 
to the peaceful resolution of Iran’s nuclear issue and 
opposes the invocation of the UN Security Council’s 
“snapback” mechanism.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin issued the 
statement on Friday in response to the European troika’s 
warning to reimpose sanctions if a diplomatic solution is 
not achieved by the end of August.

“China stays committed to peacefully resolving the 
Iranian nuclear issue through political and diplomatic 
means, opposes invoking Security Council ‘snapback’ 
sanctions,” Lin said.

He argued that reimposing sanctions on Iran would not 
foster trust or bridge differences among parties and would 
hinder diplomatic efforts to resume talks promptly.

Lin emphasized that any actions taken by the Security 
Council should facilitate the achievement of new 
agreements rather than undermine the negotiation process.

The Chinese diplomat reiterated that China is committed 
to maintaining an objective and fair stance, continuing to 
promote conversations aimed at peace, and playing a 
constructive role in bringing the Iranian nuclear issue back 
to diplomatic negotiations at the earliest opportunity.

He also highlighted Beijing’s intention to safeguard the 
international nuclear non-proliferation regime and to 
promote peace and stability in the region.
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TEHRAN - The Eurasian Economic Commission’s Minister of Trade has expressed 
the bloc’s readiness to expand trade with the Islamic Republic of Iran, describing the 
outlook for cooperation as broad and going beyond the scope of the recently 
implemented free trade agreement.

Andrey Slepnev made the remarks on Friday during a meeting with Iran’s Minister 
of Industry, Mining, and Trade, Seyed Mohammad Atabak, on the sidelines of the 
43rd meeting of the Eurasian Intergovernmental Council. The gathering, attended by 
prime ministers of member states and Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad Reza 
Aref, is being held in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyzstan.

Slepnev noted that the free trade agreement between the EAEU and Iran, which 
came into effect on May 14, 2025, represents more than just tariff reductions. “This 
is not merely a free trade agreement—it is a qualitatively new stage of engagement,” 
he said. “We see opportunities to expand cooperation in key sectors and increase the 
volume of mutual trade.”

During their talks, Slepnev and Atabak reviewed the initial results of the 
agreement’s implementation and outlined plans to deepen bilateral cooperation. They 
also confirmed readiness to hold the first meeting of the Iran–EAEU Joint Committee 
this autumn, where specific mechanisms for the agreement’s execution will be 
approved. According to Slepnev, a draft roadmap for trade and economic cooperation 
is in the final stages of approval.

Minister Atabak is accompanying First Vice President Aref on his visit to 
Kyrgyzstan. On Thursday, Cholpon-Ata hosted a restricted-format meeting of EAEU 
prime ministers, followed by an expanded session on Friday. The Iranian delegation, 
led by Aref, is participating in both formats.

The EAEU is an intergovernmental economic union comprising Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, and Armenia. Observer states include Iran, 
Uzbekistan, Moldova, and Cuba. Iran obtained observer status in 2024 and is seeking 
full membership.

Speaking before his departure from Tehran on August 14, Aref said attending and 

addressing the prime ministers’ meeting was one of the main objectives of his two-
day trip. He stressed that expanding relations with neighboring countries—especially 
those in Eurasia—remains a priority for Iran’s 14th government.

According to Aref, Iran’s cooperation with the EAEU has developed positively 
over the past year. “In the 14th government, we aim to establish the mechanisms for 
Iran’s full membership in the EAEU,” he said, noting that economic union 
membership is generally more complex than joining cultural or political 
organizations. “Our strategic goal is to prepare the conditions for Iran’s permanent 
membership.”

Iran and the EAEU signed their free trade agreement on December 25, 2023, in St. 
Petersburg. Following ratification by the parliaments of all parties, the deal entered 
into force on May 14, 2025. It eliminates customs tariffs on about 87 percent of goods 
traded between Iran and EAEU member states.

On June 21, 2025, during a meeting with the president of Iran’s Chamber of 
Commerce in Moscow, Slepnev announced the preparation of the draft roadmap for 
free trade cooperation. “We are entering a new phase of partnership with Iran,” he 
said at the time. “It is important for our entrepreneurs to see each other not as 
competitors but as partners, so we can combine our potential and technologies to 
work together in a unified market of 250 million people.”

EAEU Executive Board Chairman Bakytzhan Sagintayev also underscored the 
significance of the agreement during an August 1, 2025 meeting with Iranian 
Ambassador to Russia Kazem Jalali. He emphasized the importance of drafting a 
precise roadmap for implementing the deal from 2025 to 2028. The document is 
expected to be approved during the Joint Committee meeting scheduled for 
September 2025.

With the free trade agreement now in effect, both Iran and the EAEU appear 
determined to expand cooperation in trade, industry, and beyond, signaling a strategic 
partnership that could reshape economic ties across Eurasia.

TEHRAN - The head of the Population Statistics Group 
at Iran’s Statistical Center says half of the country’s 
demographic window has already passed without optimal 
use, warning that policymakers must take full advantage 
of the remaining, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

Elham Fathi told IRNA that Iran is currently in a rare 
historical phase in which the proportion of the working-
age population has reached its highest point, creating a 
unique chance for economic growth.

Explaining the concept of demographic transition, she 
said it is a shift from a stage with very high birth and death 
rates and minimal population growth, to one with low 
birth and death rates and similarly low growth.

“This process changes the age structure and opens the 
‘demographic window’—a period when the share of 
people under 15 falls below 20 percent and those over 65 
remain under 15 percent, meaning more than two-thirds 
of the population is of working age,” Fathi said.

She noted that Iran’s demographic window opened 
around 2005 (1384 in the Iranian calendar) and is 
expected to last until about 2051 (1430). “However, 
economic gains from this phase are not automatic; they 
require the right economic, social, political, and 
institutional conditions,” she stressed.

According to Fathi, two key prerequisites are expanding 
job opportunities and improving employment 
conditions—particularly for young people—as well as 
ensuring strong domestic investment.

Although all provinces currently have favorable age 
structures for economic growth, she said, a lack of job 
opportunities and investment means many potential 
workers are underemployed, turning the demographic 
window into a “demographic burden.” Rising emigration 
among educated youth is another major concern.

Citing the experience of countries such as Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore, China, and Thailand, Fathi said they 
achieved 20–40 percent of their economic growth during 

their demographic windows.
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TEHRAN - Iran’s exports to Africa rose by 85% in the first quarter of this year, reaching 
a total of $260 million, according to the deputy head of the Africa Office at the Trade 
Promotion Organization of Iran.

Leila Baghban, who is accompanying the Minister of Agriculture to Nairobi for the 
Iran–Kenya Joint Commission, said on Tuesday that trade with Africa—particularly 
Kenya—has seen significant growth in recent months. “In the first quarter, our exports to 
Kenya reached $85 million, and we hope this figure will increase by the end of the year,” 
she noted.

She added that Iran’s total exports to Africa currently stand at around $1 billion 
annually, fluctuating above or below that figure in different years. Last year, exports 
amounted to $850 million.

Baghban highlighted that, after an 11-year hiatus, the seventh Iran–Kenya Joint 
Commission is now underway, covering economic, cultural, and social cooperation. The 
Agriculture Ministry is leading the event, with a high-level delegation from the ministry, 
other government agencies, and private sector representatives participating.

The commission is expected to finalize agreements across multiple sectors, including 
economic, industrial, technical, agricultural, research, education, banking, investment, 
healthcare, and tourism. These agreements will be signed as part of a memorandum of 
understanding.

Following the signing ceremony, an economic forum will be held between Iranian and 
Kenyan business leaders, with strong participation from Iran’s private sector.

Baghban also pointed to the presence of a long-standing Iranian trade center and 
medical clinic in Kenya, as well as frequent travel by Iranian traders. “We have good trade 
relations with Kenya, and we hope this meeting will further strengthen them,” she said.

TEHRAN - The Deputy Minister of Tourism at the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts 
announced that tripartite cooperation between the 
ministry, private-sector tourism associations, and the 
Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament) will pave 
the way for elevating Iran’s position in the global travel 
market.

Anooshirvan Mohseni Bandpey, speaking at a joint 
consultation meeting between the Tourism Deputy, 
parliamentary representatives, and heads of private-
sector tourism organizations, presented a report on the 
ministry’s recent activities in various tourism sectors. He 
said one of the most important achievements has been 
strengthening tourism’s role in national governance and 
boosting its presence in international diplomacy—a 
trend that fueled tourism growth before the recent 12-day 
war initiated by the “oppressive Zionist regime.”

Bandpey noted that foreign tourism growth is a clear 
outcome of these governance enhancements. In 2024, 
inbound tourism increased by 16% compared to 2023, 
and in April 2025, foreign arrivals rose by 48.5% 
compared to the same period last year.

He also highlighted steps to streamline processes and 
fully support the private sector, including providing 
facilities for tourism establishments with over 50% 
completion for hotels and over 70% for other tourism 
projects.

TEHRAN - The head of the Iran–Afghanistan Joint Chamber of 
Commerce has called the current period a “golden opportunity” for 
joint trade and investment, warning that failure to act could see 
other nations overtake Iran’s position in the Afghan market.

Mahmoud Siyyadat told ILNA that Iran’s non-oil exports to 
Afghanistan grew by 31% in value and 23% in volume in the first 
quarter of this year, reaching more than $517 million. This surge 
came despite a 14.4% overall drop in Iran’s non-oil exports, 
underscoring Afghanistan’s role as a stable and strategically 
important destination for Iranian goods.

In 2024, Iran exported nearly $2.4 billion worth of goods to 
Afghanistan—4.1% of its $57.8 billion total exports. Siyyadat said 
the countries’ 950-kilometer shared border, combined with 
Afghanistan’s 40-million population, offers exceptional 
opportunities.

He noted that Afghanistan remains underdeveloped in 
infrastructure and, since the Taliban’s return to power, has entered a 
rebuilding phase. “Afghanistan is not just a goods market—it is a 
market for services, technical expertise, and knowledge,” Siyyadat 
said.

Siyyadat described exports to Afghanistan as “part of a broader 
geography” tied by shared language, culture, and rising economic 
growth. However, he acknowledged policy hurdles, including the 
Islamic Emirate’s push to protect domestic production by imposing 
tariffs on imports. He added that 90% of Afghanistan’s economy is 
privately run, with minimal state intervention.

The most promising areas for Iranian investors, Siyyadat said, are 
food and agriculture, industry and mining, and construction. 
Abundant water and land resources, low-cost labor, and favorable 
climate conditions make agriculture and livestock farming 
particularly attractive.

Infrastructure is another priority for Afghanistan’s government, 
with road building, dam projects, and urban development at the 
forefront.

Siyyadat cautioned that if Iran does not deepen its presence in 
Afghanistan over the next decade, competitors like Turkey will fill 
the gap. “Now is the golden moment to invest in Afghanistan’s 
provinces and cities as the country rebuilds,” he stressed.

TEHRAN - The head of Iran’s Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO), 
Mohammad Ali Dehghan-Dehnavi, 
has emphasized the importance of 
strengthening economic diplomacy, 
diversifying export markets, 
leveraging free trade zones, removing 
structural barriers, and improving the 
quality of Iranian products. He 
outlined both the challenges and 
solutions facing the country’s export 
and import sectors.

Speaking in a televised news 
program, Dehghan-Dehnavi reviewed 
the country’s foreign trade 
performance over the past year, the 
results of the past four months, the 
impact of the Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) with the Eurasian Economic 
Union (EAEU), and the challenges in 
expanding exports. He also addressed issues with the national trade 
system, strategies for foreign trade under crisis conditions, and plans 
to boost exports of high value-added products.

According to Dehghan-Dehnavi, Iran’s non-oil exports grew by 
15.8% in the past year, reaching $58 billion — a new record, though 
short of the 23% target set in the Seventh Development Plan.

However, in the first four months of 1404, non-oil exports fell by 
5.5% and imports by 15% compared to the same period last year, 
resulting in an overall 10% drop in foreign trade. He attributed this 
decline to incidents such as the May explosion at Shahid Rajaee Port 
and a 12-day war that disrupted economic activity and damaged key 
ports.

Dehghan-Dehnavi pointed to infrastructure challenges, particularly 
energy shortages. In the steel sector, while export volumes rose 
10%, revenues fell 10% due to raw material exports instead of 
processed goods — a consequence of electricity cuts that reduced 
steel production capacity from 80% to 60%. He announced 
government plans to expand solar power plants to partially offset 
energy shortages this year and next.

The TPO head stressed the need to simplify trade procedures, 
noting that while external restrictions such as sanctions and wars are 
beyond control, excessive bureaucracy, redundant regulations, and 
poor policymaking are internal obstacles that must be removed. In 
the long run, he urged producers to focus on export-oriented 
manufacturing, meeting international standards, and targeting 
regional and global markets rather than only the domestic 90-million 
population.

Responding to recent criticisms by the Ministry of Economy about 
the national trade system, Dehghan-Dehnavi explained that the 

platform consists of 70–80 
interconnected services across 
various agencies, with only a small 
portion managed by the TPO. 
Problems stem from factors such as 
currency allocation mismatches, 
frequent rule changes, and technical 
complications. He stressed that, 
according to law, the private sector 
must be informed at least one month 
before any regulatory changes — a 
requirement often ignored. A 
committee led by the Minister of 
Industry, Mine, and Trade has been 
formed to address these issues, with 
measures such as lifting restrictions 
on editing import orders.

The Free Trade Agreement with 
the Eurasian Economic Union, 
effective since May 14, 1404, 

eliminates tariffs on 87% of goods, giving Iranian exporters a 
competitive advantage. Exports to EAEU countries rose 22% in the 
first quarter of the year, with Russia up 33% and Armenia up 28%. 
Promotional programs, including provincial tours in 19 provinces, 
have been held to familiarize the private sector with these 
opportunities, though utilization remains limited.

Dehghan-Dehnavi dismissed recent social media claims that the 
EAEU agreement allowed imports of cats and dogs, calling the story 
baseless. He clarified that imports from the EAEU consist mainly of 
livestock feed such as corn and barley, with no foreign currency 
allocated for non-essential goods.

Referring to the recent 12-day war, he noted that while western 
border activity declined, maritime transport, as well as eastern and 
southern borders, remained operational. With access to open waters 
and multiple neighboring countries, Iran has “many breathing 
channels” and contingency plans to meet essential needs during 
crises.

Iran’s export goods currently have an average value of $350–$380 
per ton, compared to $2,000 for imports — a sign of continued 
reliance on raw material exports. He argued against banning such 
exports outright, instead calling for reinvesting revenues into higher 
value-added production. He also acknowledged the dispersion of 
trade responsibilities across multiple agencies, noting ongoing 
efforts for better coordination.

Currently, Iran has three commercial attachés in Iraq and two in 
China, but shortages remain in some key markets. The TPO plans to 
establish 10 larger-scale trade offices and strengthen export 
management companies in cooperation with the private sector.

Khatibzadeh Meet With secretary of National Security Council of Turkey
TEHRAN (IRNA) - Saeed Khatibzadeh, the Deputy Foreign Minister and Head of the Institute for Political and International 

Studies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has discussed issues of mutual interest with the secretary of National Security Council 
of Turkey.

Khatibzadeh, who traveled to Ankara, held talks with Okay Memiş, in Ankara on Friday.
During the meeting, the two sides discussed the latest regional developments, including the genocide in Gaza and the expansionist 

policies of the Israeli regime. They emphasized the importance of solidarity and unity within the Islamic world, as well as the need 
for continued consultations between Iran and Turkey to overcome shared regional challenges.
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China Blames Philippine Ships for Dangerous Moves
BEIJING (Dispatches) - China’s defense ministry accused Philippine Coast Guard vessels on Friday of “dangerous 

maneuvers” in response to reports of a collision earlier this week between two Chinese vessels near Scarborough Shoal in the 
disputed South China Sea.

The Philippine vessels’ actions “seriously endangered the safety of Chinese vessels and personnel,” ministry spokesperson 
Jiang Bin.

Jiang neither confirmed nor denied that there had been a collision involving two Chinese vessels on Monday.
“We demand that the Philippine side immediately stop its infringing and provocative rhetoric and actions,” Jiang said. “China 

reserves the right to take necessary countermeasures.”
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BELGRADE (Dispatches) - Serbia’s police used teargas and crowd 
control vehicles on Friday evening in Belgrade to disperse anti-
government protesters who threw firecrackers and flares at police 
officers in what is seen as a major escalation of the nine-month-long 
protests.

The protesters gathered at around 8 p.m. (1800 GMT) in front of the 
army headquarters building that was bombed in 1999 by NATO. Few 
hours later they started throwing flares at police officers.

Trash containers were overturned and set on fire. One tree caught fire. 
The police threw teargas canisters to push protesters away.

Protests were held in several other towns - Novi Sad, Nis, Kragujevac 
and Valjevo. Teargas was used in Nis as well. There were no official 
figures on how many people were injured.

Months of protests across Serbia sparked by the deaths of 16 people 
when a roof on a renovated railway station in Novi Sad collapsed, have 
rattled President Aleksandar Vucic and his SNS party.

Protests have been mainly peaceful until Wednesday evening when 
27 police officers and around 80 civilians were injured in clashes, and 
47 people had been detained.

“Every evening we deploy 3,000 policemen across Serbia, they are 
being beaten and they are being injured,” Vucic told RTS TV earlier on 
Friday.

Protesters have blamed corruption for the Novi Sad railway station 
disaster and are demanding early elections in hopes of ousting Vucic 

and his party.

Serbia’s Police 
Uses Teargas to Disperse 

Protesters

GAZA CITY (Dispatches) - The UN human rights 
office said yesterday that at least 1,760 Palestinians had 
been killed while seeking aid in Gaza since late May, a 
jump of several hundred since its last published figure 
at the beginning of August.

“Since 27 May, and as of 13 August, we have 
recorded that at least 1,760 Palestinians have been 
killed while seeking aid; 994 in the vicinity of GHF 
(Gaza Humanitarian Foundation) sites and 766 along 
the routes of supply convoys. Most of these killings 
were committed by the Israeli military,” the agency’s 
office for the Palestinian territories said in a statement.

That compares with a figure of 1,373 killed the office 
reported on August 1.

The update came as Gaza’s civil defence agency said 
at least 38 people were killed by Israeli fire on Friday, 
including 12 who were waiting for humanitarian aid.

The Israeli military said its troops were working to 
“dismantle Hamas military capabilities”, adding its 
forces were taking precautions “to mitigate civilian 
harm”.

Media restrictions in Gaza and difficulties accessing 
swathes of the territory mean AFP is unable to 
independently verify the tolls and details provided by 
the civil defence agency and the Israeli military.

On Wednesday, the chief of staff of the Israeli military 
said plans had been approved for a new offensive in 
Gaza, aimed at defeating Hamas and freeing all the remaining hostages.

The military intends to take control of Gaza City and nearby refugee camps, 
some of the most densely populated parts of the territory, which has been 
devastated by more than 22 months of war.

In recent days, Gaza City residents have told AFP of more frequent air strikes 
targeting residential areas, while earlier this week Hamas denounced 

“aggressive” Israeli ground incursions in the area.
UN-backed experts have warned of widespread famine unfolding in the 

territory, where Israel has drastically curtailed the amount of humanitarian aid 
it allows in.

Meanwhile South Sudan and Israel are reportedly discussing a deal to resettle 
Palestinians from war-torn Gaza in the troubled African nation, three sources 

told Reuters - a plan quickly dismissed as unacceptable 
by Palestinian leaders.

The sources, who have knowledge of the matter but 
spoke on condition of anonymity, said no agreement had 
been reached but talks between South Sudan and Israel 
were ongoing.

The plan, if carried further, would envisage people 
moving from an enclave shattered by almost two years of 
war with Israel to a nation in the heart of Africa riven by 
years of political and ethnically-driven violence.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office 
and Israel’s foreign ministry did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on the information from the 
three sources.

A spokesperson for the US State Department said, “we 
do not speak to private diplomatic conversations,” when 
asked about the plan and if the United States supported 
the idea.

Netanyahu said this month he intends to extend 
military control in Gaza, and this week repeated 
suggestions that Palestinians should leave the territory 
voluntarily.

Arab and world leaders have rejected the idea of 
moving Gaza’s population to any country. Palestinians 
say that would be like another “Nakba” (catastrophe) 
when hundreds of thousands fled or were forced out 
during the Arab-Israeli war of 1948.

The three sources said the prospect of resettling Palestinians in South Sudan 
was raised during meetings between Israeli officials and South Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Monday Semaya Kumba when he visited the country last 
month.

Their account appeared to contradict South Sudan’s foreign ministry which 
on Wednesday dismissed earlier reports on the plan as “baseless”.

NEW DELHI (Dispatches) - Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi warned 
Pakistan that India will punish its neighbor if there are future attacks on India as he 
marked 78 years of independence from British colonial rule.

Modi’s remarks Friday come three months after nuclear-armed rivals India and 
Pakistan engaged in four days of intense fighting, their worst clash in decades.

Modi addressed the country from New Delhi’s 17th-century, Mughal-era Red 
Fort, saying India has established a “new normal” that does not differentiate 
between “terrorists” and those who support terrorism. He said he would not tolerate 
what he called Islamabad’s “nuclear blackmail.”

“India has decided that it will not tolerate nuclear threats. For a long time, nuclear 
blackmail had been going on but this blackmail will not be tolerated now,” Modi 
said.

There was no immediate response from Pakistan to Modi’s remarks. 
Pakistan previously has rejected India’s statements about nuclear blackmail 
as provocative and inflammatory.

However, Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday announced 
the creation of a new “Army Rocket Force Command” to bolster the 
country’s defense capabilities. Sharif made this announcement during a 
speech marking Independence Day celebrations, but gave no further details.

India celebrates its Independence Day one day after Pakistan. The two 
states came into existence as a result of the bloody partition of British India 
in 1947. The process sparked some of the worst communal violence the 
world has seen and left hundreds of thousands dead. It triggered one of the 
largest human migrations in history and some 12 million people fled their 
homes.

SRINAGAR (Dispatches) - Rescuers in Indian Kashmir used shovels and 
earthmovers to search for survivors under boulders and debris on Friday, a day 
after sudden floods triggered by heavy rains killed at least 60 people and left 200 
others missing.

Gushing mudslides and floodwaters inundated the village of Chasoti on 
Thursday, washing away pilgrims who had gathered for lunch before trekking up 
the hill for a popular religious site, in the second such disaster in the Himalayas in 
a little over a week.

Make sense of the latest ESG trends affecting companies and governments with 
the Reuters Sustainable Switch newsletter. Sign up here.

“We heard a huge sound and it was followed by a flash flood and slush. People 
were shouting, and some of them fell in the Chenab River. Others were buried 
under the debris,” said Rakesh Sharma, a pilgrim who was injured.

Bags, clothes and other belongings, caked in mud, lay scattered amid broken 
electric poles and mud on Friday, as rescue workers used ropes and crossed 
makeshift bridges in an attempt to extricate people from the debris.

At least 60 people were killed, more than 100 injured and another 200 still 
missing, Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Omar Abdullah told reporters on 
Friday.

The Himalayas are prone to floods and landslides, but some scientists say the 
intensity and frequency of these events are increasing due to climate change.

The Machail Yatra is a popular pilgrimage to the high-altitude Himalayan shrine 
of Machail Mata, one of the manifestations of the Goddess Durga. Pilgrims trek to 
the temple from Chasoti, where the road for vehicles ends.

Thursday’s incident comes a little over a week after a similar flood and mudslide 
engulfed an entire village in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand.

ANCHORAGE (Dispatches) - A highly anticipated summit 
between U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Friday yielded no agreement to resolve or 
pause Moscow’s war in Ukraine, though both leaders described 
the talks as productive.

During a brief appearance before the media following the 
nearly three-hour meeting in Alaska, the two leaders said they had 
made progress on unspecified issues. But they offered no details 
and took no questions, with the normally loquacious Trump 
ignoring shouted questions from reporters.

“We’ve made some headway,” Trump said, standing in front of 
a backdrop that read, “Pursuing Peace.”

“There’s no deal until there’s a deal,” he added.
The talks did not initially appear to have produced meaningful 

steps toward a ceasefire in the deadliest conflict in Europe in 80 
years, a goal Trump had set ahead of the summit.

But simply sitting down face-to-face with the U.S. president 
represented a victory for Putin, who had been ostracized by 
Western leaders since Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 
2022.

Following the summit, Trump told Fox News’ Sean Hannity 
that he would hold off on imposing tariffs on China for buying 
Russian oil after making progress with Putin. He has targeted 
India, another major buyer of Russian crude, with an additional 
25% tariff on U.S. imports.

“Because of what happened today, I think I don’t have to think 
about that now,” Trump said of Chinese tariffs. “I may have to think about it in two weeks or three weeks or something, but 
we don’t have to think about that right now.”

Trump has also threatened sanctions on Moscow but has thus far not followed through, even after Putin ignored a Trump-
imposed ceasefire deadline earlier this month.

In the Fox News interview, Trump also suggested a meeting would now be set up between Putin and Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, which he might also attend. He gave no further details on who was organizing the meeting or when it 
might be.

Putin made no mention of meeting Zelenskiy when speaking to reporters earlier. He said he expected Ukraine and its 
European allies to accept the results of the U.S.-Russia negotiation constructively and not try to “disrupt the emerging 
progress.”

He also repeated Moscow’s long-held position that what Russia claims to be the “root causes” of the conflict must be 
eliminated to reach a long-term peace, a sign he remains resistant to a ceasefire.

There was no immediate reaction from Kyiv to the summit, the first meeting between Putin and a U.S. president since the 
war began.

When asked by Hannity what he would advise Zelenskiy, Trump said, “Gotta make a deal.”
“Look, Russia is a very big power, and they’re not,” Trump added. The war has killed or injured well over a million people 

from both sides, including thousands of mostly Ukrainian 
civilians, according to analysts.

Zelenskiy has ruled out formally handing Moscow any 
territory and is also seeking a security guarantee backed by 
the United States. Trump said he would call Zelenskiy and 
NATO leaders to update them on the Alaska talks.

As the two leaders were talking, the war raged on, with 
most eastern Ukrainian regions under air raid alerts. 
Governors of Russia’s Rostov and Bryansk regions reported 
that some of their territories were under Ukrainian drone 
attacks.

Ukraine’s opposition lawmaker Oleksiy Honcharenko said 
on the Telegram messaging app, “It seems Putin has bought 
himself more time. No ceasefire or de-escalation has been 
agreed upon.”

The anticlimactic end to the closely watched summit was 
in stark contrast to the pomp and circumstance with which it 
began. When Putin arrived at an Air Force base in Alaska, a 
red carpet awaited him, where Trump greeted Putin warmly 
as U.S. military aircraft flew overhead.

Putin is wanted by the International Criminal Court, 
accused of the war crime of deporting hundreds of children 
from Ukraine. Russia denies the allegations, and the Kremlin 
has dismissed the ICC warrant as null and void. Russia and 
the United States are not members of the court.

The day before the summit, Putin held out the prospect of 
something Trump wants - a new nuclear arms control agreement to replace the last surviving one, which is due to expire in 
February. It was unclear if the issue was discussed on Friday.

Zelenskiy, who was not invited to Alaska, and his European allies had feared Trump might sell out Ukraine by essentially 
freezing the conflict and recognizing - if only informally - Russian control over one-fifth of Ukraine.

Trump had sought to assuage such concerns on Friday ahead of the talks, saying he would let Ukraine decide on any possible 
territorial concessions.

“I’m not here to negotiate for Ukraine, I’m here to get them at a table,” he said.
Asked what would make the meeting a success, he told reporters: “I want to see a ceasefire rapidly ... I’m not going to be 

happy if it’s not today ... I want the killing to stop.”
The meeting also included U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio; Trump’s special envoy to Russia, Steve Witkoff; Russian 

foreign policy aide Yury Ushakov; and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.
Trump ended his remarks on Friday by telling Putin, “I’d like to thank you very much, and we’ll speak to you very soon and 

probably see you again very soon.”
“Next time in Moscow,” Putin responded. Trump said he might “get a little heat on that one” but that he could “possibly see 

it happening.”
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Heat Trade Highsmith 
to Nets

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - The Miami Heat traded forward 
Haywood Highsmith to the Brooklyn Nets, the latter team 
announced Friday.

The Heat also sent a 2032 second-round pick to the Nets in 
exchange for a protected 2026 second-round pick, per the report.

Highsmith, 28, is recovering from surgery last week to repair a 
meniscus tear in his right knee. He was expected to be sidelined 
for eight to 10 weeks.

He sustained the injury while training in his native Baltimore. 
He is entering the final season of the two-year, $10.8 million 
contract he signed last summer.

Highsmith averaged a career-high 6.5 points and 1.5 assists to 
go along with 3.4 rebounds in 74 games (42 starts) with the Heat 
in 2024-25.

He has career averages of 5.4 points, 3.1 rebounds and 20.0 
minutes in 218 games (80 starts) with the Philadelphia 76ers 
(2019) and Heat.

Meanwhile Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon has 
reached a tentative agreement to purchase the Portland Trail 
Blazers from the estate of Paul Allen for more than $4 billion, 
ESPN reported.

Sportico, which first reported the agreement, said that Dundon 
plans to keep the NBA team in Portland.

Blue Owl Capital co-president Marc Zahr and Sheel Tyle, 
co-CEO of Collective Global, are also involved in Dundon’s 
group, per reports. Dundon bought the NHL’s Hurricanes in 
2018 for $425 million and also is majority owner of the PPA Tour 
and Major League Pickleball.

BARCELONA (Dispatches) - Marcus Rashford could be 
forced to wait for his Barcelona debut owing to the club’s 
ongoing financial problems.

Barcelona manager Hansi Flick said he was “not happy” 
with financial fair play complications at the club, which 
mean new signings Joan García and Rashford may not be 
registered in time for Saturday’s La Liga opener at 
Mallorca.

The Spanish champions are still scrambling to register 
players because of La Liga’s strict financial rules, having 
spent more on signings and wages than they have generated 
in revenue for multiple seasons.

“For me, the situation, you can imagine I’m not happy 
about that. But I know the situation and I believe in the 
club,” Flick told reporters on Friday.

“We have to wait till tomorrow. It was the same situation 
last season.

“We will focus on what we can change and what is in our 
hands. The other things, I believe in the club.”

Barcelona signed goalkeeper García from rivals Espanyol 
in June while Wojciech Szczesny has signed an extension, 
but neither player has been registered yet.

The club’s registration headache has been partly resolved 
through some internal manoeuvring involving captain 
Marc-André ter Stegen. The German keeper initially 
refused to sign a long-term medical-leave agreement that 
would clear 80 per cent of his wages and help the club 
comply with financial rules.

Sidelined for at least three months because of surgery, he 
was stripped of the captaincy before it was reinstated when 
he eventually agreed to the deal.

“I think the most important thing is that everyone speaks 
together. Marc and the club, they spoke,” Flick said.

“The most important thing for me, for Marc and the club 
is that he comes back.

CHORZÓW (Dispatches) - Record-breaking Armand ‘Mondo’ 
Duplantis has predicted a “super-sick” world championships in 
Tokyo, where he won his first Olympic medal in the Covid-
delayed Summer Games, but insisted statistics were unimportant 
to him.

The US-born Swede has been in electric form, setting a 13th 
world record, of 6.29 metres, in Budapest on Tuesday to further 
seal his claim as one of the best track and field athletes in history.

But Duplantis shies away from the bravado often shown by 
sprinters, reiterating that he is not bothered by the numbers game.

“I’m just making sure that all the little details and everything are 
very polished and that I’m really ready to go at the most important 

time,” Duplantis said yesterday ahead of the Diamond League 
meet in Silesia, Poland.

“It’s a lot of recognition,” he conceded of setting multiple world 
records.

“It’s always an amazing feeling and I’m always super grateful, 
and it feels kind of surreal in a way every time I’ve been able to 
push the record a little bit higher.”

A return to Tokyo’s Olympic Stadium for the September 13-21 
world champs, with a full crowd compared to the empty tribunes 
in 2021 because of the pandemic, left Duplantis “super excited”.

“I have super high expectations,” he said. “It’s going to super 
sick, honestly.

Rashford’s Chaotic Start 
at Barcelona

LIVERPOOL (Dispatches) - Liverpool talisman Mo Salah and substitute Federico Chiesa struck 
late goals as the Premier League champions began the defense of their title by beating Bournemouth 
4-2 in a thriller on the opening night of the season at Anfield.

On a bittersweet evening charged with emotion after the July death of Liverpool forward Diogo 
Jota, newcomer Hugo Ekitike bagged a goal on his league debut to put the hosts ahead after 37 
minutes and Cody Gakpo doubled the lead in the 49th.

But Antoine Semenyo, who was the target of racist abuse in the first half that led to a pause in the 
game, pulled one back for the visitors in the 64th minute and completed a double 12 minutes later 
to rock Liverpool and shock the home fans.

However, Chiesa came off the bench and sent the Anfield faithful away happy with an 88th-minute 
strike after goalkeeper Djordje Petrovic swatted away a ball into the box by Salah, who scored 
himself deep into added time to wrap up the three points.

“Fantastic,” Liverpool boss Arne Slot said of Italian forward Chiesa’s goal. “He came in in the end 
because we needed a goal. For him then to score in such a moment is special.

“It’s even more special because the fans have supported him. It’s nice he gives them something in 
return with a great goal.”

With Liverpool ahead again, Salah chased the ball past the defence before cutting inside and firing 
into the bottom corner with a 94th-minute goal that put the Egyptian joint-fourth with Andy Cole on 
the all-time Premier League scorers’ list with 187.

An emotional Salah pointed to the heavens and flapped two hands to mimic Jota’s shark goal 
celebration.

He headed for The Kop stand after the final whistle, and wiped away tears while applauding the 
fans who were singing their Jota song to the tune of “Bad Moon Rising.”

The night started with an emotional minute’s silence for Jota and his brother Andre Silva, who died 
in a car crash. Fans fought back tears as they sang “You’ll Never Walk Alone.”

Ekitike, who has joined from Eintracht Frankfurt, was the most impressive of Slot’s close-season 
signings in a spending spree topping £300 million (1.47 billion).

“Obviously I think it was a good performance, I could do better,” said the French forward—who 
held up two fingers in one hand, and made a zero with the other in a tribute to Liverpool’s Jota, who 
wore number 20 — after his goal.

“But the most important thing was winning, the mentality we showed. Obviously we wanted to 
win tonight for the people who came and for Diogo,” added the 23-year-old forward.

The game was halted for several minutes after Bournemouth’s Ghana international Semenyo 
reported the racist abuse.

“It’s totally unacceptable,” Bournemouth captain Adam Smith said. “Kind of in shock to be honest 
that it happened. In this day and age it shouldn’t be happening.

“I don’t know how Ant’s played on to be honest and come up with those goals... Something has to 
be done. We’ll support him in there and hopefully he’ll be ok.”

Late Salah, Chiesa Goals Give Late Salah, Chiesa Goals Give 
Liverpool 4-2 Win in Thrilling OpenerLiverpool 4-2 Win in Thrilling Opener

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Defending champion Aryna 
Sabalenka was dismantled 6-1 6-4 by Elena Rybakina who 
powered into her first Cincinnati Open semi-final with a 
display of clinical serving.

The Kazakh ninth seed delivered a brilliant performance to 
secure her seventh career win over a top-ranked player and 
set up a blockbuster clash with Poland’s Iga Swiatek in a 
showdown of Wimbledon champions.

Rybakina fired 11 aces throughout the match, earning an 
impressive 81% of points on her first serve, while saving all 
five break points she faced as she secured her fifth win over 
Sabalenka in 12 meetings.

“I’m happy with the serve. It was the key,” former world 
number three Rybakina said.

“We’re both big hitters. Today I served really well. If Aryna 
serves well, it’s completely different. Hopefully I continue 
like this.”

Earlier, third seed Swiatek advanced to her first WTA 1000 

semi-final in 15 months, beating Russia’s Anna Kalinskaya 
6-3 6-4.

Kalinskaya, who had defeated Swiatek in their only 
previous meeting, put up a spirited fight by saving four 
match points, before the six-times Grand Slam winner 
converted her fifth opportunity on serve to seal the victory.

“I just played my game,” Swiatek said. “For sure, it wasn’t 
easy. Just happy I was solid and had the intensity to apply 
pressure.”

Veronika Kudermetova breezed past Varvara Gracheva 6-1 
6-2 to reach her first Cincinnati semi-final. The Russian 
seems to be back to the form that once carried her into the 
Top 10, earning her first WTA 1000 last-four spot since 2023.

She will next face either second seed Coco Gauff or 
seventh-seeded Italian Jasmine Paolini in the semis.

In the men’s draw, second seed Carlos Alcaraz survived a 
three-set battle against Russian ninth seed Andrey Rublev, 
claiming a 6-3 4-6 7-5 win to reach the last four.

Duplantis Says Sky’s the Limit Ahead of Super-Sick Tokyo Duplantis Says Sky’s the Limit Ahead of Super-Sick Tokyo 
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