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TEHRAN (Dispatches) - The managing director of South Pars Gas Company 
(SPGC) said that 1.96 trillion cubic meters (tcm) of natural gas have been 
processed by the complex refineries and injected into the country’s gas network 
since the complex was launched 25 years ago.Speaking to Shana on the occasion 
of the complex’s 25th establishment anniversary, Ahmad Bahoush said: “SPGC 
was established on 20 October 1998 as one of the subsidiary companies of National 
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) which is responsible for the operation of onshore 
facilities of the South Pars gas field.”He said the first official production and 
processing of natural gas from the second refinery of South Pars (phases 2 and 3) 
began in the Iranian calendar year 1380 (2001), adding: “At that time, 50 million 
cubic meters of feed was received from the platforms of the South Pars gas field 
and 40 million cubic meters of natural gas was processed on a daily 
basis.”According to Bahoush, at the time, 80,000 barrels of gas condensate and 400 
tons of sulfur were also produced daily.Emphasizing the significant development 
of the 13 South Pars refineries over the past 25 years, Bahoush stated: “The feed 
received by the complex from the platforms of this joint field is now 650 million 
cubic meters per day, of which 580 million cubic meters of natural gas is produced 
and transferred to the national network.”Back in August, Bahoush said that 75 
percent of the country’s natural gas is refined at the refineries of the complex.
Speaking at a meeting of the country’s oil industry managers on August 4, the 
SPGC head said: “SPGC produces rich gas in the offshore platforms and the 
produced gas is processed at the complexes 13 onshore refineries.”“Part of the 
output is used as petrochemical feed and light gas is injected into the national gas 
network,” he added.South Pars Gas Company is the largest subsidiary of NIGC 
which operates the onshore facilities (phases 1 to 24) of the country’s giant South 
Pars gas field.South Pars gas field, which Iran shares with Qatar in the Persian 
Gulf, is estimated to contain a significant amount of natural gas, accounting for 
about eight percent of the world’s reserves, and approximately 18 billion barrels of 
condensate. The field is divided into 24 standard phases.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - The capacity of Iran’s renewable power 
plants has reached 1,088.18 megawatts (MW), the country’s Energy 
Ministry announced.Based on the Energy Ministry data, of the 
mentioned total capacity, 364.89 MW is supplied by wind power 
plants, 465.65 MW is provided by solar power plants, 99.47 MW is 
supplied by small hydroelectric power plants, and 12.5 MW is 
provided by biomass plants.Turbo expanders or expansion turbines 
also account for 9.6 MW, and branching accounts for 136.07 MW of 
the country’s total renewable capacity.Renewables, including 
hydropower, account for nearly seven percent of the country’s total 
energy generation, versus natural gas’ 90 percent share.Last week, 
Iran’s National Development Fund (NDF) and Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Organization (SATBA) signed a memorandum of 
understand (MOU) worth $5 billion for financing renewable power 
plant projects belonging to non-governmental public institutions.The 
MOU was inked by NDF Deputy Head Alireza Mir-Mohammad 
Sadeqi and SATBA Head Mahmoud Kamani in a ceremony at the 
place of NDF.Financing for the construction of renewable power 
plants up to a ceiling of five billion dollars (within two years) will be 
carried out by the National Development Fund, and includes the use of 
other methods for supplying resources based on the statutes and 
regulations of the NDF.Addressing the signing ceremony of the MOU, 
NDF Head Mehdi Ghazanfari said that although there are some 
financial arrears in fossil power plants to the National Development 
Fund, the successful collaboration of this fund with the Ministry of 
Energy in the construction of renewable power plants can even exceed 
agreements amounting to more than $5 billion in the future.

Mahmoud Kamali, the head of SATBA, for his part, referred to 
concerns about future electricity supply shortages and the effectiveness 
of such plans, and said: “Network capacity, electricity generation, and 
power plant fuel supplies are limited. Therefore, the development of 
renewable power plants, in addition to promoting sustainable network 
development, can help overcome challenges in fuel supply and fossil 
fuel production.”

TABRIZ – The 2nd International Tourism Exhibition of Tabriz and the 10the National Handicrafts Exhibition ended in 
the Tabriz International Exhibition Center on Saturday.The event kicked off on Wednesday by Deputy Minister of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Ms. Maryam Jalali in the presence of senior officials Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts of Azarbaijan Province.Union of Tourism Associations of East Azarbaijan was the organizer of the 2nd 
International Tourism Exhibition of Tabriz with the aim of boosting tourism activities in this province. The exhibitions were 
held on an 11,000-square-meter area and 27 provinces had their pavilions in the event. Some 50 pavilions for tourism and 
some 225 pavilions in the handicrafts put on display their activities and achievements. There were some pavilion for historic 
and classic cars on the sidelines of the event. Turkey was the only foreign country participating in the event.Speaking on the 
sidelines of the exhibition, Chairman of Union of Tourism Associations of East Azarbaijan Mr. Rashid Rajabpoor who is 
also chairman of Flamingo Parvaz Tour Operator said that holding tourism exhibition was aimed at boosting tourism 
activities in the province and urged the government to provide required facilities for boosting tourism industry.He also 
blamed unskillful and unspecialized managements for the lack of boom in tourism industry of the country. He added that 
one of the major problems of the tourism industry in Iran is the unspecialized and unprofessionalism of the airliners and 
experience shows that those countries are successful in tourism which use expertise and professional approaches in their 
airlines and they do not let unprofessional people enter the job. He deplored that in recent years airliners have been in the 
hands of unprofessional people which have pushed the tourism to the abyss.Rajabpoor said that East Azarbaijan has great 
potentials for attracting domestic and foreign tourists, adding that called for real support of the government from tourism 
activists practically and not in words by granting required facilities and it will help domestic and foreign tourists to flood 
into the province.He also criticized bad roads for lack of boom in tourism of provinces and called for improving the roads’ 
condition and renovating road transportation fleet.He also reiterated that some of the problems have nothing to do with the 
sanctions and the mismanagement should be blamed and lack of good management will lead to the decline in the number 
of tourists.Rajabpoor also pointed to the important role of travel agencies in developing tourism industry and reiterated that 
this field also needs skilful and expert persons in attracting domestic and foreign tourists. He also blamed the considerable 
number of decision-makers for issuing licenses for these agencies and it creates more hurdles and troubles for tour operators 
and travel agencies and this should be resolved if the country wants its tourism industry to pick up.

Int’l Tourism Exhibition of Tabriz Ends With Hopes of Boosting Tourism

TEHRAN - Iran’s 27th National Exports Day ceremony was held at Tehran’s Islamic Summit Conference Hall on Saturday, in which 
the country’s exemplary exporting companies were honored, IRIB reported.Organized by the Trade Promotion Organization (TPO), 
the ceremony was attended by high-ranking officials including Industry, Mining and Trade Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi, Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Economic Diplomacy Mehdi Safari, and TPO Head Mehdi Zeyghami.As reported, the process of registration and evalua-
tion of the top exporters started a few months ago, and one part of this evaluation included self-declaration and another part was based 
on the statistics regarding the companies’ export performance.Speaking at the ceremony, Industry, Mining and Trade Minister Abbas 
Ali-Abadi mentioned the ministry’s efforts for expanding the country’s trade, noting that since the beginning of the current government 
incumbency, the ministry has taken several positive measures for boosting the country’s economic relations with its trade partners.
As an example, he mentioned the establishment of a barter trade mechanism with Belarus, an achievement which was made during his 
recent visit to the country.Further in the ceremony, Zeyghami in his speech mentioned the significant increase in the country’s non-oil 
trade in the previous Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20), saying: “Last year, the country’s non-oil exports reached more than 
53 billion dollars, which was a new record in the history of the country.”“In the first six months of this year, although the value of 
some products, including petrochemicals, decreased, we have had a 29 percent increase in exports in terms of weight. Also, during this 
period, we had export growth in the fields of industry, mining and agriculture, and the total non-oil export in the first half of this year 
was more than 24 billion dollars,” Zeyghami added.Elsewhere in the event, Safari pointed to the Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry’s 
measures for expanding economic ties with new trade partners, saying: “The policy of the 13th government is to develop trade with 
neighboring countries, the African continent, Latin America and East Asia.”

Iran Strongly Against Monopolizing Outer 
Space

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Managing Director of Foreign Ministry International Peace and Security Office Asad-
ollah Eshraq-Jahromi has said that Iran strongly advocates against monopolizing outer space.“Iran strongly advo-
cates against monopolizing outer space or attempting to curtail the peaceful use of space-related science, technolo-
gy, and services for developing countries,” Eshraq-Jahromi said addressing the Debate on Disarmament Aspects of 
Outer Space Exposes First Committee Rift over Ways to Sustain Space Security, Prevent Domain’s Weaponization.
He expressed solidarity with Palestine during these trying times and vehemently denounced barbaric atrocities and 
heinous crimes committed by the Zionist regime.Iran is deeply troubled by the security risks posed by the deploy-
ment of strategic missile defense systems, reiterating the need for a non-discriminatory multilateral approach to ad-
dress these issues within the United Nations, he said.Turning to the establishment of a new group of governmental 
experts on the prevention of an arms race in outer space, he said its success hinges on avoiding the entrenchment 
of politicized positions among its members, he noted.Eshraq-Jahromi called on the United States to withdraw its 
opposition to the establishment of a special negotiating committee under the prevention of an arms race in outer 
space while noting sanctions imposed by the United States against Iranian space agencies.

Iran’s Exemplary Exporters Honored in National Exports Day
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The First Humanitarian Aid Consignment of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Has Been Dis-
patched to the Gaza Strip in the Presence of 
the Head of the Iranian Red Crescent Society 
Pre-Hossein Koulivand

A Ringleader of a Group associated 
With Daesh, Dubbed A.H., Has Been 
Arrested by Iranian Intelligence Forces 
in the Country’s Southeastern Province 
of Sistan and Baluchestan

TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran’s permanent ambassador to the United Nations has called for urgent international attention to the 
situation in Palestine as the Israeli regime presses ahead with its unrelenting aggression against Palestinians in the besieged Gaza 
Strip.Amir Saeid Iravani made the remarks while addressing a UN Security Council meeting, themed “Maintenance of International 
Peace and Security: Contribution of Regional Mechanisms to Peace and Security,” in New York on Friday.“The Palestinian situation 
demands urgent international attention,” Iravani said. “For decades, Palestinians have suffered occupation, aggression, 
discrimination, and apartheid policies by the Israeli regime.”Israel’s brutal bombardment of Gaza began on October 7 in response 
to a surprise military operation by the Palestinian resistance movement Hamas, which itself was a response to intensified Israeli 
crimes against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank.More than 4,000 Palestinians, mainly civilians, have been killed across the 
Gaza Strip as a result of Israeli bombardments. Nearly 13,500 have also been injured.Earlier in the week, the occupying regime 
carried out fatal strikes on al-Ahli al-Arab Hospital and many mosques in Gaza, where people displaced by the Israeli aggression 
had sought sanctuary.On Thursday, Israel bombed the Greek Orthodox Saint Porphyrius Church where many Christians and 
Muslims had taken refuge.“Today, the international community is witnessing yet another horrific uptick in atrocities and collective 
punishment against the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip by the Israeli regime, particularly the heinous terrorist attacks al-Ahli 
al-Arab Hospital,” the Iranian diplomat said.“The deliberate targeting of a hospital, in clear violation of international humanitarian 
law, is nothing short of a war crime,” he maintained. “Equally, the indiscriminate killing of innocent People in Gaza, including 
women and children during the 14-day aerial bombardment, which devastated critical and civilian infrastructure, amounts to war 
crimes of the gravest nature.”The Iranian ambassador further denounced the Israeli aggression against Palestinians as genocide and 

called on the world body to take urgent action to end the tragedy in Gaza.“We are very disappointed by the council’s inability to 
adopt a basic resolution calling for an immediate ceasefire and addressing the catastrophic humanitarian situation in Palestine,” he 
said.“We urge the United Nations and the Security Council to take urgent action to put an end to the unfolding tragedy, which 
amounts to genocide, crime against humanity, and war crime. After seven decades of inertia, the Security Council must now 
shoulder its responsibility and take decisive action to address the ongoing plight of the Palestinian people,” he added.Elsewhere in 
his address, Iravani pointed to the illegal withdrawal of the United States from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, also known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), saying Iran’s proactive engagement in diplomatic efforts is a testament to the country’s 
unwavering commitment to revive the deal.He said the US pullout, accompanied by subsequent actions by the three European 
signatories to the JCPOA, violated the deal and created a fundamental challenge to it.“This challenge sadly endured due to the 
Western parties’ excessive demands and the introduction of unrelated issues. However, the return to full implementation of the 
agreement is still possible if the United States and E3 demonstrate responsibility and a pragmatic approach,” he added.Iravani also 
announced that, as of two days ago, all remaining restrictions on missile activities, the export and import of weapons, and financial 
transactions involving certain Iranian individuals and entities have been completely terminated and are no longer subject to any 
Security Council restrictions.“We trust that member states will diligently fulfill their commitments under Article 25 of the UN 
Charter and honor the termination of restrictions as laid out in Resolution 2231,” he noted.Last month, the three European 
signatories to the JCPOA -- the UK, Germany, and France -- said they plan not to terminate their anti-Iran sanctions, including 
ballistic missile bans, claiming that Iran has not been in compliance with the deal since 2019.
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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - President Joe Biden and European Union leaders 
delivered a message of unity Friday on the Israel-Hamas and Ukraine wars, despite 
worries that political paralysis in Washington could hamper U.S. aid for its allies.

“These conflicts show democracies must stand together,” European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen told reporters as she and European Council chief Charles 
Michel met Biden at the White House.The EU-U.S. summit takes place against a 
backdrop of global crises, as Ukraine battles Russian forces while Israel gears up for 
an invasion of Gaza after the October 7 surprise attack by Hamas.The American and 
European leaders were keen to present a united front, seeking to strengthen their 
“strategic partnership.”Biden -- who on Thursday drew a direct link between the two 
conflicts as he urged Americans to back a $106 billion aid package including military 
assistance for Ukraine and Israel -- said the EU and US “stood together.”“We stood 
together to support the brave people of Ukraine in the face of (Russian President 
Vladimir) Putin’s aggression,” Biden said. “We’re standing together now to support 
Israel in the wake of Hamas’s appalling terrorist attack.”Michel said the EU and U.S. 
were “forging a united front.”“Today, the world faces enormous challenges. And 
today, more than ever, the world needs a strong EU-U.S. alliance to tackle these 
challenges,” added the Belgian.Said von der Leyen: “The events in the Middle East 
will not distract us from our rock-solid support to Ukraine.”EU leaders were looking 
for reassurance of continued U.S. support for Ukraine, which is fighting to repel the 
Russian invasion launched in February 2022.The United States is by far the biggest 
supplier of military aid to Ukraine.The joint statement released at the conclusion of 
the summit noted the two sides were “concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian 

crisis in Gaza.”“It is crucial to prevent regional escalation,” such as a new front with 
Lebanon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah movement, they said.Biden, who has just returned 
from a visit to Tel Aviv, addressed Americans on Thursday evening in a bid to 
convince voters and Republicans to back the giant aid package for Israel and Ukraine.

But the U.S. Congress has now been paralyzed for more than two weeks as divided 
Republicans, who hold the majority in the House of Representatives, failed for a third 
time to elect a new House speaker.Congress also faces a November 17 deadline to act 
on the budget, so as to avoid a possible government shutdown.Speaking to reporters 
on Thursday, Michel said he was “extremely confident” the US president would do all 
he could to secure Ukraine aid.The last EU-U.S. summit took place in Brussels in 
June 2021.Geopolitics is not the only issue at stake, with trade tensions simmering.
The EU and the United States had hoped to settle trade disputes including on 
European steel imports, which were targeted by tariffs imposed in 2018 under then-
president Donald Trump.While they were suspended in 2021 under Biden, they could 
be reactivated if no agreement is reached by year’s end.“We look forward to 
continuing to make progress on these important objectives in the next two months,” 
the final statement said.There was also no agreement on critical minerals -- under 
Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), companies must source a certain percentage 
of critical minerals for electric car batteries from the United States or its free trade 
partners to be eligible for incentives.Europe has expressed concerns over the IRA, 
fearing its subsidies for clean energy tech will enable US firms to out-compete 
European rivals.

BEIJING (Dispatches) - China is 
willing to offer assistance to Sri Lanka 
without political conditions and buy more 
of its exports, President Xi Jinping told 
his Sri Lankan counterpart on Friday in 
Beijing, state media said.The assurances 
came a week after the crisis-hit island 
nation said it had reached agreement with 
the Export-Import Bank of China on $4.2 
billion of debt, a fraction of the roughly 
$7 billion it owes Chinese lenders, both 
bilateral and commercial.“The two sides 
should make every effort to promote 
Colombo port city and Hambantota,” Xi 
told Sri Lankan President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe, a summary of their 
meeting showed, referring to major 
projects China has backed in its ‘Belt and 

Road’ effort.Wickremesinghe was in the Chinese capital for the Belt and Road Forum that ended on 
Wednesday as well as talks on restructuring debt.“China is willing to continue to provide assistance 
to Sri Lanka without attaching political conditions, to help it cope with the difficulties it faces,” Xi 
added.Last May Sri Lanka defaulted on its foreign debt as dollar reserves fell to a point where it was 
unable to pay for essential imports such as fuel and medicine.“China is willing to expand the import 
of Sri Lanka’s ... products and will encourage Chinese enterprises to invest,” Xi said.

BRASILIA (Dispatches) - Argentina and Brazil are requesting 
12.5 billion euros ($13.2 billion) in financial aid from the European 
Union in talks to conclude a trade agreement with South America’s 
Mercosur bloc, according to a document seen by Reuters.Three EU 
and South American diplomats confirmed the Argentine request, 
which is backed by Brazil, in the rotating presidency of the four-
nation Mercosur.Argentina and Brazil have also pushed to exclude 
more kinds of government procurement from European competition, 
but Uruguay and Paraguay did not back the idea because it could 
delay or derail a deal in the works for two decades, two diplomats 
said.“To ensure fulfillment of the objectives of this agreement, the 
EU shall allocate financial resources ... for an amount of not less 
than EUR 12.5 billion in grants, loans and other financial instruments,” said the text presented two weeks ago.A spokesman for Brazil’s foreign 
ministry said Mercosur’s position was evolving and the text seen by Reuters might not be the latest version. “There are changes being discussed 
and agreed upon,” he said.The EU funds, meant to compensate for increased competition, would be available when tariffs start dropping, 
according to schedules in the trade in goods chapter, the text said.A European diplomat involved in the talks told Reuters the 12.5 billion euros 
number was “floated” but that any support “would not be anything like that figure.”The agreement has been on hold since 2019 largely due to 
European concerns over Amazon deforestation. The new aid request was made in a Mercosur counterproposal to an EU addendum proposing 
environmental safeguards.Talks sped up in the last month with videoconferences and chief negotiators are due to meet face-to-face in Brussels 
next week, followed by an extended meeting in Brasilia on Oct. 30. But the financial aid request and reopening of the public procurement 
chapter could prevent a final deal this year.A Mercosur ambassador in Brasilia told Reuters there was no time to reopen chapters of the accord. 
“If there is no agreement by December, it will never see the light of day,” he said.Spain’s deputy trade minister, Xiana Mendez, speaking to 
reporters on Friday after a meeting of European trade ministers in Valencia, said it was still possible to reach an agreement by December.“There 
is no will to reopen the Mercosur treaty, but there are additional issues to be discussed by the Mercosur countries,” she added.

GAZA STRIP (Dispatches) - Gaza’s Hamas rulers released two 
Americans on Friday among some 200 hostages they abducted in brutal 
October 7 attacks in Israel and indicated that more could follow.Judith Tai 
Raanan and her daughter Natalie Shoshana Raanan were back in Israel late 
Friday, the Israeli government said. No details were given on their 
condition, but US President Joe Biden said he was “overjoyed” at the news. 
Biden spoke by phone to the two women after they were freed.And Hamas 
said it was working with Qatar and Egypt to free its “civilian” hostages, in 
a sign that more releases could follow. The pair were met at the Gaza border 
by an Israeli envoy and taken to a military base in central Israel “where 

their families are waiting to meet them”.
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MEXICO CITY (Dispatches) - When a dozen Latin American presidents 
and foreign ministers meet on Sunday in Mexico, they’ll face a huge task: 
finding a solution to migration flows roiling two continents as people make 
their way to the United States.This year alone, 1.7 million migrants arrived at 
the Mexican-US border. Immigration is becoming a huge political issue in 
both nations, which each have presidential elections next year.September 
alone saw 60,000 migrants arrive in Mexico from Venezuela, along with 
35,000 Guatemalans and 27,000 Hondurans, according to the Mexican 
government.“It is very difficult to be able to manage these numbers if we do 
not have a policy where migration is not only handled between Mexico and 
the United States, but also from the northern part of South America to the 
United States,” Mexican Foreign Minister Alicia Barcena said this week 
before congress.“We need to agree” on migration policy “because we can do 
many things ourselves” within Latin America, said Mexican President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador.He added that Latin American countries, in a united 
front, should then “seek the cooperation of the US government.”In tow at the 
Chiapas conference will be the presidents of Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Venezuela.The Prime Minister of Haiti, Airel 
Henry, will also attend.Barcena said that the summit aims to discourage 
migration via economic programs, address Washington’s sanctions on 
Venezuela and Cuba and discuss “labor mobility pathways” to the United 
States.The Mexican summit is a welcome beginning for “dialogue with the 
countries of the south,” but might not accomplish much, said Dolores Paris 
Pombo, a migration researcher.Mexico’s objective, she told AFP, will be to 
relieve the migration pressure felt there by pursuing a broader, regional 
approach.Amid U.S. economic sanctions and a political and economic crisis, 
some 7.1 million Venezuelans have fled the country in recent years, creating 
challenges for its South American neighbors.Additionally, inconsistent U.S. 
immigration policy -- swinging vastly from former president Donald Trump 
to current leader Joe Biden -- compound the problem in Latin America, said 
Paris Pombo.“They give certain priorities to certain countries, but then 
abruptly close the door and change programs.”Biden has pursued several 
policies to stem the amount of undocumented immigrants coming to the US, 
including by reaching a deal with Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.
Some 130 Venezuelan migrants arrived back home Wednesday on a chartered 
plane from the United States on the first such deportation flight following an 
agreement between the two countries, despite the fact that Washington does 
not recognize Maduro’s 2018 reelection.The United States sends migrants 
back home, mainly to Central and South America, on about 70 flights every 
week, authorities said recently.At the same time, the Biden administration 
also recently offered protection from deportation to 472,000 Venezuelans to 
allow them to obtain residence and work permits within 18 months -- although 
this would apply only to those who arrived before July 31 this year.In 
September, Mexican and US authorities reached a deal for Mexico to deport 
some migrants expelled there from the United States.

Nawaz Sharif Set for 
Comeback

ISLAMABAD (Dispatches) - Three-time Pakistani prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif will return home was to return home on Saturday after four years of 
self-imposed exile, primed to make a political comeback ahead of elections.

The South Asian nation is facing overlapping security, economic and 
political crises ahead of polls already pushed back to January 2024, with 
Sharif’s primary opponent, the fiercely popular Imran Khan, languishing in 
jail.“This is a time for hope and celebration. His return bodes well for 
Pakistan’s economy and its people,” said Khawaja Muhammad Asif, a senior 
leader of Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party.Sharif has 
spent the past several days in Dubai, and will fly from there to the capital 
Islamabad, then on to Lahore, where his supporters will gather for a welcome 
home rally, his party has said.His return has been touted for months by the 
PML-N, whose leaders hope Sharif’s political clout and “man of the soil” 
swagger will revive its flagging popularity.However, the former leader has a 
conviction for graft and an unfinished prison sentence hanging over him.
Earlier this week, the Islamabad High Court granted protective bail to Sharif 
until Tuesday, removing the threat of immediate arrest when he lands back in 
the country.Sharif has been prime minister three times, but was ousted in 2017 
and given a lifetime disqualification from politics after being convicted of 
corruption.He served less than a year of a seven-year sentence before getting 
permission to seek medical care in the United Kingdom, ignoring subsequent 
court orders to return during former prime minister Imran Khan’s government.
His fortunes changed when his brother Shehbaz Sharif came to power last year 
and his government oversaw changes to the law, including limiting the 
disqualification of lawmakers from contesting elections to five years.Sharif’s 
return has likely been smoothed by a deal between the military establishment 
and his party to prevent significant legal hurdles, said analyst Zahid 
Hussain.“There was some sort of arrangement with the military establishment; 
without that he wouldn’t have decided to come back,” he told AFP.
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CAIRO (Dispatches) - Demonstrations in support of Gaza and condemning 
Israel’s bombardment of the besieged enclave were held across the Arab 
world on Friday, including in countries which have normalized relations 
with Israel.In Egypt, where public gatherings were banned after the military 
seized power in 2013, tens of thousands took to the streets of Cairo and 
other cities as authorities sought to manage the wave of public anger.
The protests came on day 14 of Israel’s retaliation for a shock Hamas attack, 
the deadliest in Israel’s 75-year history.More than 4,100 Palestinians have 
been killed in relentless Israeli bombardment of Gaza, according to the 
Hamas-run health ministry.In Cairo, several thousand people packed into 
Tahrir Square, the epicentre of the 2011 uprising that toppled long-time 
autocrat Hosni Mubarak, an AFP correspondent reported.“The people want 
the fall of Israel,” the demonstrators chanted, adapting the Arab Spring 
catchphrase: “The people want the fall of the regime.”Public protests are 
generally illegal in Egypt but on Wednesday President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
told visiting German Chancellor Olaf Scholz he could “call on the Egyptian 
people to come out and express their rejection” of Israeli actions in Gaza 
“and you would see millions of Egyptians” in the street.Later the same day, 

thousands took to the streets.“There is a desire to take control of the public 
anger,” Cairo University politics professor Mustapha Kamel al-Sayyid told 
AFP.Media loyal to the president had published a list of public squares and 
other sites where protests would be tolerated, calling on Egyptians to show 
their support for Sisi ahead of a presidential election due in December.
Cairo’s Tahrir Square was not among them, a matter of pride for many of 
those demonstrating on Friday.“We’re not here to give a new mandate to 
anybody. It’s a genuine demonstration,” the crowd chanted.Police later 
pushed protesters away from the square to nearby streets, the AFP 
correspondent reported.Police made 26 arrests in Tahrir Square and 17 in 
nearby Abdeen, human rights lawyer Khaled Ali said on Facebook.
In the Persian Gulf state of Bahrain, which normalized relations with Israel 
in the Abraham Accords of 2020, some 2,000 worshippers at the Duraz 
mosque chanted “Death to Israel” and “Death to America” at Friday prayers.
Iraqis gathered in the capital and elsewhere to protest the ongoing strikes in 
GazaAround 1,000 people joined a march afterwards, shouting anti-Israel 
slogans including “No to normalization!”“We want normalization to end and 
the Israeli ambassador expelled,” said one marcher, holding her baby in her 

arms.In Baghdad, a few thousand people demonstrated on Friday, including 
sympathizers of the Hashed al-Shaabi, a coalition of armed factions close to 
Israel’s arch foe Iran.The demonstrators gathered at a bridge leading to the 
Green Zone, the fortified government and diplomatic compound where the 
US embassy is based.“We support the Palestinian people against the Israeli 
occupier,” Ali Hussein, a 45-year-old taxi driver, told AFP.Other Hashed 
supporters held a sit-in at Iraq’s Trebil border crossing with Jordan, the 
organisers and Iraqi officials said.Demonstrators vowed to keep up their 
protest “until the roads are opened to send aid” to Gaza. Images on social 
media which AFP was unable to independently verify showed several tents 
pitched near the crossing beneath Iraqi and Palestinian flags.In Tunisia, 
thousands gathered outside the French embassy to protest Western support 
for Israel, AFP correspondents reported.“The French and the Americans are 
partners in the attack” against Palestinians, they chanted.Some expressed 
support for Hamas, shouting “Dear (Ezzedine) al-Qassam (Brigades), 
destroy Tel Aviv”, in reference to the movement’s military wing.A similar 
protest was held outside the US embassy in the capital’s northern suburbs, 
where demonstrators burnt a US flag.
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