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Tehran Denies Involvement
In Iraq Attacks

TEHRAN (PressTV)- Iran has denied any involvement in
the recent attacks against the US-occupied military bases in
Irag, but at the same time denounced the American airstrikes
against Iragi forces as a violation of international law.

In a letter to UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres
and the rotating president of the UN Security Council,
Iran’s ambassador to the UN Majid Takht-Ravanchi
categorically denied his American counterpart’s
efforts to accuse Iran of supporting the so-called
“non-governmental militia groups” in Irag.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has not been directly or
indirectly involved in any armed attack against any U.S.
individual or body in Irag,” he noted. “Therefore, we deny
any claim about our implicit or explicit involvement in
attacks against American forces in Irag. Such allegations are
totally baseless, invalid, and false,” the Iranian envoy added.

Earlier this month, a US contractor died after at least 10
rockets slammed into Ain al-Asad, a U.S.-occupied air
base in western Irag. The West has blamed what it calls
“Iran-backed groups” for the deadly attack. The attack
was the first of its kind since the U.S.” raid against Iraqgi

forces in late February. See Page 7

West Hoarding COVID
Vaccine Three Times
More Than Its Need

TEHRAN (MNA) — Lashing out at Western countries’
justice in the distribution of COVID-19 vaccine, Iranian
Foreign Minister said that western countries have
hoarded the coronavirus, COVID-19, vaccine three
times more than their needs.

“l wish we knew that the vaccine could not be
hoarded. Why has the West hoarded the vaccine three
times more than its needs?”

Speaking on the closing ceremony of the
“Narration of Coronavirus Event”, held at the
venue of Tehran’s Milad Tower on Monday, Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said that
everyone is identical in the face of this common
human pain. If one country is insecure, the whole
world becomes insecure.

“We cannot buy security for ourselves at the cost of
making others insecure. We cannot build a future for
ourselves by putting pressure on others. | wish coronavirus
would at least teach us this lesson to understand that in an
interconnected world, we are all sitting in the same boat,”

Zarif added. See Page 7
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RGC Unvells New Site
Hosting Ballistic, Cruise Missiles

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN- The naval force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) has unveiled a new strategic
missile site at an undisclosed location, which hosts various types of advanced ballistic and cruise missiles.

The site was unveiled on Monday during a ceremony attended by the IRGC’s Chief Commander Major General
Hossein Salami, Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsiri, the commander of the IRGC’s Navy, and a number of other high-
ranking military officials and commanders.

During the ceremony, the IRGC’s Navy displayed different types of modern cruise and ballistic missiles
systems with various ranges.

The IRGC forces also took delivery of new missile equipment and systems enjoying new operational
capabilities, including precision firing from passive defense sites, launching mines at different ranges, 360-degree
firing power, mobile launching, and the ability to counter electronic warfare. The new equipment will greatly
increase the range and destructive power of the IRGC’s combat units.

All the delivered equipment have been designed and manufactured by competent Iranian specialists working with
the Defense Ministry and knowledge-based companies as well as research and self-sufficiency units of the IRGC.

During the ceremony, the IRGC’s Navy also unveiled missile systems capable of changing target once the missile is fired.

Meanwhile the IRGC chief commander said that amid sanctions Iran has achieved great technological advances in the
field of defense, saying achievements in the field of electronic warfare are within components of the IRGC’s power.

Speaking at the ceremony of joining missile equipment to the IRGC Navy Force, Major General Salami called
decline and destruction as the inevitable fate of the global arrogance and the enemies.

He described the heat of jihad and resistance as the most important factor in melting the icebergs of arrogant
power, saying: “Great successes are achieved in the light of resistance, jihad, empowerment and getting out of
passivism, and construction, expanding and using power in Islamic Iran. It is an interconnectedness that originates
from the wills of the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.”

“Mechanical, technical and modern movements also rely on electronic life, and sometimes electronic warfare
is a complete level of confrontation, and superiority in this war can disable important part of the enemy’s ability
and power,” the Iranian top general noted.

He added: “Communications, information and other areas are also dependent on electronics, and efforts made in this
area means creating a new advantage for us; Praise be to God ... Today, Islamic Iran has a lot to say in this area.”

Referring to the fact that Iran’s IRGC has made great technological advances in the field of defense amid sanctions
Major General Salami said: “It is important that our defense capabilities are expanding based on domestic capabilities,
and today new developments in the field of electronic warfare are one of the components of our power.”

In the end, the IRGC Chief Commander emphasized that Iran’s defense force is fully equipped saying: “We defend our
interests, dignity and honor with authority and we are confident that we will emerge victorious in this holy defense.”

General Salami named the Islamic Revolution of Iran as a source of awareness for the world in the age of
modern ignorance and stated: “Despite the alliance of all the oppressors, demons, and arrogant people of the
world in the last four decades to defeat the inspirational revolution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, they have
achieved nothing but despair, failure, defeat, and exhaustion.”

Yemeni Army Targets Saudi Airport, Airbase

SANAA (Dispatches) - The Yemeni army has launched armed drones to attack Saudi Arabia’s Abha Airport as
well as King Khalid Airbase in the southern town of Khamis Mushait in retaliation for Riyadh’s continuation of
a six-year-long war on Yemen, said a spokesman.

In a tweet on Monday morning, Yemeni army spokesman Yahya Sare’e wrote that the country’s air force
managed to carry out “accurate” attacks with Qasef-2K (Striker-2K) combat drones against the two positions.

“It is part of our natural and legitimate right to respond to the crimes of the [war coalition] and its continuing
blockade,” Sare’e added.

Saudi Arabia and its regional allies, chiefly the United Arab Emirates (UAE), launched a war against Yemen
in March 2015 to restore the government of former President Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi, who resigned in 2014
and then flee to Riyadh.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the war has killed almost
a quarter of a million Yemenis, caused outbreaks of disease, turned Yemen into the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis and brought the poor Arab country to the verge of famine. See pag@ 7

Z.arif Warns Clock
Ticking for U.S. to
Return to JCPOA

TEHRAN (PressTV) - Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif has warned the United States that it might run out of
time for returning to the 2015 nuclear deal, formally called
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), as the
Islamic Republic’s presidential election approaches.

“The Europeans are used to compromise. Iran and the
United States are not. The Americans are used to
imposing, and we are used to resisting,” Zarif said at an
online conference with the European Policy Center
think-tank in Brussels on Monday.

“So now is the time to decide. Will we both
compromise and go back to the JCPOA, or will we go
back to our own paths?”

Zarif emphasized that Washington should act quickly
to revive the nuclear accord, because with Iran’s
presidential election in sight, it is very unlikely that
much will happen until later this year.

“There is a time constraint and that is once we go to
our election, it is a lame duck government and (it)
will not be able to do anything serious, and then
we will have a waiting period of almost six months.
We will not have a government before September,” he said,

in reference to the July 18 vote. See Page 7

Iranian COVID-19 Vaccine
Begins Clinical Trial

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN (MNA) — Phases two and three of clinical
trials of the first Iranian corona vaccine, produced and
manufactured by the domestic researchers at Execution
of Imam Khomeini Order (EIKO), entitled COVO lIran
Barakat” kicked off yesterday.

The Director of Clinical Trial Center of Tehran
University of Medical Sciences (TUMS) Dr. Hamed
Hosseini broke the news on Monday and said that the
next phase of the human test of the Iranian COVID-19
vaccine will start today and the third phase will be
implemented in tandem with this phase.

Licensed by Iran Food and Drug Administration (FDI)
and the National Ethics Committee, the feasibility study of
the 2nd and 3rd phases of the human test of Iranian vaccine
dubbed “COVO Iran Barakat” will be carried out together,
he added. Meanwhile yesterday the Chairman of the
Execution of Imam Khomeini’s Order (EIKO) stressed
that Iran had commenced its first phase of COVID-19
vaccine mass production with a capacity of 3 million doses

per month on March 14, 2021. See Page 7

Tehran Urges IAEA
To Stay Impartial

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Foreign Ministry spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh on Monday urged UN nuclear
watchdog to observe impartiality in commenting on
technical issues about Iranian nuclear program to
ensure cooperation with Iran, adding that Tehran has
provided the IAEA with required access under the
Safeguards Agreement.

“Monitoring Iran’s nuclear activities is technical
issue. Iran has provided required access under the
IAEA Safeguards Agreement. \We gave other accesses
in the framework of Additional Protocol which was
halted with a parliamentary legislation. We made also
a three-month agreement opening a diplomatic
window,” Khatibzadeh said.

Asked about the next meeting of the Joint Commission
of the JCPOA, the Khatibzadeh said that the timing is
not scheduled yet. Referring to the tripartite meeting in
Doha on Syria, Khatibzadeh said that it was an
initiative to help the Astana Process, as Russian foreign
minister said lran would support any initiative that

helps the Syrian people. See Page 7|
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TEDPIX Rises 9,000 Points on Monday

Providing COVID-19
Vaccine in Sanctions,
An Honor for lran

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - President Hassan Rouhani praised the measures
taken to provide the COVID-19 vaccine in the country from
Russia, China, and India besides producing the Iranian-made
coronavirus vaccine.

After receiving the report on the measures taken to prepare safe vaccines from
Russia, China, and India, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani praised the efforts made
for providing the vaccine.

Rouhani said on Monday: “The measures taken to prepare and supply the
coronavirus vaccine during the sanctions are an honor for the country.”

Rouhani also noted that it was an honor for the Iranian nation that they were able to
achieve success in the difficult and breathtaking conditions of the enemy’s economic
war, both in the field of research and production of home-made vaccines and the
preparation and supply of foreign vaccines.

Meanwhile on Sunday President Rouhani said that the economic macro figures and
indicators are a sign of victory in the enemies’ economic war on the country.

He said that economic indicators on the macro-scale showed the positive direction

DOMESTIC

TUESDAY MARCH 16, 2021

TEHRAN (MNA) - TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose 9,066 points to

1,254 million on Monday.

Over 7.886 billion securities worth 64.578 trillion rials (about $1.537 billion) were traded at the TSE
on Monday. The first market’s index gained 4,918 points, and the second market’s index rose 24,268 points.
After several weeks of decline, growth finally returned to the TSE, Iran’s major stock exchange,

as TEDPIX rose 2.4 percent during the past Iranian calendar week.
The index closed at 1.206 million points on Wednesday (the last working day of the week).

of Iran’s economy, neutralization of sanctions, the definite failure of the enemy’s
policy of maximum pressure, and sparks of victory in the economic war.

Rouhani who attended the government’s economic board’s meeting said the success
comes at a time when many countries experienced negative growth rates due to the
coronavirus pandemic, adding: “This success is what the enemies, in the framework
of their sinister goals towards the Iranian nation, seek to downplay and deny”.

“No doubt,” he stressed, “the next Persian year would be a promising and thriving
year for the country with the support of the people and economic activists.”

The head of Iran’s Central Bank Abdulnaser Hemmati who also attended the
meeting presented a report according to which

Iran’s GDP in the first nine months of the current Persian year experienced
%2.2 oil-dependent and %9 non-oil growth compared to the same period last year.

Tehran, Islamabad
Discuss Afghanistan

. /

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - The Pakistani prime minister’s
special envoy on Afghanistan has traveled to
Iran, meeting with senior Iranian officials,
including Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif, to discuss the latest developments
in Afghanistan.

Mohammad Sadiq met with Zarif Monday for his
last round of talks in Tehran after arriving in the
Iranian capital at the head of a political and security
delegation a day earlier.

Sadiq expressed his satisfaction with the discussions
held so far, during which he outlined Islamabad’s
standpoints concerning Afghanistan’s developments.

Zarif laid emphasis on the need for the
establishment of peace in Afghanistan and the
importance of regional cooperation towards
preserving the Afghan people’s achievements.

On Sunday, the Pakistani official met with Abbas
Araqchi, an Iranian deputy foreign minister.

Sadiq underlined the effect that developments
in Afghanistan have on Iran and Pakistan, urging
expansion of bilateral cooperation towards the
establishment of sustainable peace in the
violence-wracked country.

Aragchi welcomed the Pakistani envoy’s demand
for better cooperation. Iran, he said, supports the
establishment of peace in Afghanistan with the aim
of protecting the fundamental rights of the Afghan
people and safeguarding the achievements of the
past two decades in their country.

The officials, meanwhile, expressed concern over
the presence of Daesh in Afghanistan and agreed to
maintain consultations on matters related to the
security of the entire region.

The terror group has been trying to establish a
foothold in Afghanistan, especially in its eastern
province of Nangarhar, amid the chaos that has
plagued the Central Asian nation since the United
States’ 2001 invasion.

The invasion toppled the Taliban, but the militants
regrouped soon and currently have a presence in

much of the country.

More Than 15,000 People

Registered for Iran Local Elections

TEHRAN (IP)- As of 6 pm on Sunday, 15,049 people have registered
to run in the Islamic city council elections, the spokesman of Iran’s

Election Headquarters announced.

Seyed Esmaeil Mousavi said that thirty percent of city council
nominees used electronic methods, including cell phones (15 percent)

and personal computers (15 percent), to register.

He added: 90% of the nominees by the end of the fifth day of
registration are men and 10% are women. Mousavi went on to say that
56.1 percent of registrants have a bachelor’s degree, 29.7 percent have a

master’s degree and 2.8 percent have a doctorate.

“8.6% of these people are under 30 years old, 41.7% of them are
between 31 and 40 years old, 31% of these people are between 41 and
50 years old, 15% are between 51 and 60 years old, 3.4% are between 61
and 70 years old and 0 3.3% (three-tenths of a percent) are people over

70 years old,” he stated.

He emphasized: 15% of the registrants have a history of

membership in the council.

Registration of candidates for the elections of Islamic councils of cities
has started on March 11 and will continue for another three days. The
registration of candidates for membership in Islamic councils of villages

will begin on April 6 in the governorates.

New Brazilian Envoy Submits
A Copy of Credential to Zarif

TEHRAN (MNA) — The newly-appointed
Ambassador of Brazil to the Islamic
Republic of Iran submitted a copy of his
credentials to the Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif on Sunday.

In the beginning of his mission in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Ludmar Gonzélez
Aguilarento new Brazilian envoy to Tehran
met and held talks with Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif. During the
meeting, the two sides exchanged their views
on issues of mutual concerns and bilateral ties
between Islamic Republic of Iran and Brazil.

Minister Says Iran Is Safe

TEHRAN (IP)- Iran has no problems in the public, election security, and all provinces are seriously pursuing

national security, Iran’s Interior Minister said.

In a meeting of governors with the Minister of Interior on Sunday, Abdoreza Rahmani Fazli stated that four
important issues were discussed in the meeting: 1- Security 2- Foods and prices during Nowruz 3- the government’s

decision to import goods and 4- the election.

He pointed out that the Ministry of Interior, in charge of economic coordination, has been reviewing prices for
the past four months, saying governors were required to oversee market regulation in coordination with the
Ministry of Jihad and the Ministry of Industry, Mines, and Trade.

Regarding the facilitation of the possibility of importing goods, the Minister of Interior noted that the government

has decided to compensate for the shortages.

Rahmani Fazli stressed that elections were critical for the country, and all cooperation has been done to register

for the country’s upcoming city council elections.

He asked the educated and qualified citizens to register for the council elections, explaining registration for the
expert, presidential and parliamentary elections would also begin.
Rahmani Fazli called on people to take part in the elections seriously and all organizations to work and pave the

situation for a glorious competition in the elections.

Regarding the coronavirus and travel during the new year holidays, the Minister of Interior highlighted that travel
to all cities except red and orange cities was free by observing the protocols strictly.

He pointed out that the disease has decreased since the establishment of the National Task Force for Combating
Coronavirus and stressed that officials in the provinces’ administration, transportation, public services, and medical
services should work to create a healthy atmosphere in the country in the new year.

Using Science, Knowledge, a Need to Identify Enemies’ Threats

TEHRAN (MNA) — Deputy Coordinator of the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s Army said that taking advantage of science
and knowledge is essential in identifying enemies’ threats.

Speaking in the inaugural ceremony of Exhibition of
Achievements of Scientific Jihad Headquarters of AJA
University of Command and Staff (DAFOQOS) on
Sunday, Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari reiterated that
if science and knowledge are put atop agenda, “we will
definitely recognize threat well and we can also have
multiple scenarios and be ready to confront any threat.”

Appreciating those who work in the development of
science and research is a very good measure, he said,
adding, “According to the Leader of the Islamic and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, science and
knowledge is an asset for the country and this asset
should be taken into serious consideration.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Rear Admiral Sayyari pointed

to the Global Arrogance and said that the Global
Arrogance knows that if it invades the Islamic Republic
of Iran, it will regret them as it did during the eight years
of the Sacred Defense (Iragi imposed war against Iran in
1980-1988). He reiterated that if science and knowledge are
put atop the agenda, “we will certainly identify threats well and
also we can define various scenarios to deal with any threat.”

Swiss Ready for Pharmaceutical
Cooperation With Iran

TEHRAN (IP) - Swiss
Ambassador to Tehran said
his country was ready to
expand medical cooperation
with Iran on the drugs area.

In a press conference and in
response to Iran Press question
on pharmaceutical collaborations
between Switzerland and Iran,

Swiss Ambassador to Tehran

Markus Leitner said that his country’s pharmaceutical
company did not leave Iran and was interested in having more
cooperation with the country.

Meanwhile, in an exclusive interview with Iran Press
regarding sanctions against Iran, the Danish
Ambassador to Tehran Jasper Vahr stressed that the
Denmark government reject the maximum pressure
strategy on Iran.

Electronic Warfare Equipment
Joins IRGC Navy Force

TEHRAN (IP)- The ceremony of joining electronic
warfare equipment to the IRGC Navy Force was held
in the presence of the IRGC chief-commander.

The ceremony of joining electronic warfare equipment
to the IRGC Navy Force was held on Monday morning
in the presence of IRGC Chief-Commander Major
General Hossein Salami, Commander of the IRGC
Navy Force Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsiri, and a group
of high-ranking commanders and officials of the
Armed Forces.

In the sixths ceremony of joining combat
equipment to the IRGC Navy Force, indigenous
electronic warfare systems including radar,
navigation, monitoring, and disruption systems,
and simulators that provide new and crucial
capabilities to IRGC naval combat units, were
joined the IRGC Navy Force.

These pieces of equipment were designed and
built by capable Iranian specialists in the Defense
Ministry, knowledge-based companies, and
IRGC’s research departments, and IRGC Naval
Self-Sufficiency Jihad.

Monthly Red Meat
Production Rises 43% yr/yr

TEHRAN (MNA) - Statistical Center of Iran (SCI)
announced that production of red meat in Iran stood
at 42,000 tons in the eleventh month of the current
Iranian calendar year (January 20 — February 18),
showing 43 percent growth compared to the same
month in the past year.

The SCI’s report said that beef and veal had the
lion’s share in the country’s red meat output
during the eleventh month with 24,100 tons,
followed by lamb and mutton with 14,500 tons,
goat meat with 2,500 tons, and red meat from
other livestock with 918 tons.

The head of Iran’s Livestock Provision Council has
called on the government to purchase the red meat at
guaranteed prices to support the producers.

Mansour Pourian has also recommended the exports
of livestock to support the producers while bringing
foreign revenue for the country.

Saying that the purchase of red meat at guaranteed
prices started in the country in the middle of the fourth
Iranian calendar month of Tir (early July, 2020),
Pourian announced that 4,000 tons of red meat have
been purchased in this way by the State Livestock
Affairs Logistics Company since then.

The purchase of red meat at guaranteed prices is
already done in 15 provinces, including Khorasan
Razavi, North Khorasan, Gilan, Alborz, Yazd, Isfahan,
Fars, Sistan-Baluchestan, Khuzestan, East Azarbaijan,
and Semnan, he said, adding that it will be then
conducted in the other provinces as well.

“Weekend” Wins at 26th Hong Kong Film Awards

TEHRAN (MNA) — The Iranian short film “Weekend” has won the Best Short Film award at the 26th Hong Kong Film Awards.

Directed by Ariyo Motevagheh, ‘Weekend’ narrates the story of two families that have gone on an outing to the
park, but it turns out that they are there for something else.

The film previously was screened at the competition section of the 51st Nashville International Film Festival in
Tennessee, the 17th Sedicicortot Festival in the section for Iranian films as well as the Tryon International Film
Festival in the US. “Weekend’ has won the Graveyard Shift Award from the Nashville Film Festival and the
Best Fiction Short Film Award from the artistic events of Sedicicortot and Tryon.
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EAEU Accounts for
3% of Iran’'s Goods
Trade I1n 11 Months

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The latest report released by Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industry, Mine and Agriculture (TCCIMA), Iran’s
trade with Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) states has been
valued at $1.9b in 11 months of the current Iranian calendar
year which accounts for 3 percent of Iran’s total trade value and
it is 9.4 percent lower than the same period last year.

The TCCIMA report claims that 2.4m tons of goods, excluding the crude oil, worth
of $933m have been exported to the EAEU member states in 11 months this year
which indicates 17 percent and 4 percent decline comparing to the same period in
terms of weight and value.

As per report, Iran’s imports from those countries in the mentioned period have been around
2.9m tons and valued at $1b (3 percent of the total value of the imported goods) and the figure
shows one percent rise in terms of weight and 14 percent decline in terms of value.

By the way Iran’s exports to Armenia and Russia have been more than t other EAEU
members in this period comparing t the preceding year and it has experienced 15 and
21 percent rise, respectively.
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Iran’s exports in terms of weight have increased to Belarus and Russia 21 and
15 percent while the country’s exports to other destinations like Armenia, Kyrgyzstan
and Kazakhstan have declined in terms of weight. By the way, except Russia and
Belarus, Iran’s exports to other EAEU member states have slumped in terms of value.

Russia has been the top exporter to Iran with exporting goods worth $956m and
the figure also shows 11 percent drop comparing to the same period last year and
it shows 7 percent decline.

The TCCIMA report also claims that Iran’s trade balance with EAEU states in
11 months this year has been minus $84m and the figure shows $122m improvement.

EAEU’s trade volume with the world is around $850b annually and their exports are
valued at $518b and in exchange their imports are around $231b while Iran’s share
of this market is $2.5b and its exports to those countries are around $1.6b.

Agro products especially grain are the major imports of Iran from EAEU states
while agro products especially fruits and dried fruits are its exports to those states.

Iran and EAEU signed an agreement in November 2020 while Iran’s free trade with
those states is to start after 2022.

New Petchem Projects

Iran Trade With SCO Exceeds $23b

To Go Operational

o /

TEHRAN (MNA) - Five new major petrochemical
projects are scheduled to go operational across the
country during the first quarter of the next Iranian
calendar year (March 21-June 21), the project manager of
the National Petrochemical Company (NPC) announced.

According to Amir Vakilzadeh, the mentioned
projects will be inaugurated as part of the second
leap of the country’s petrochemical industry.

The official noted that the said projects were planned
to be inaugurated in the current year, however, their
execution faced some problems due to the restrictions
created by the coronavirus pandemic.

Some 17 petrochemical projects worth about $12 billion
were planned to be inaugurated across the country in the
current year to realize the second leap of the industry, of
which 12 have been put into operation, Vakilzadeh said.

The new projects are aimed at increasing lIran’s
annual petrochemical production by 35 percent in the
present year, according to NPC Managing Director
Behzad Mohammadi.

The petrochemical industry plays a crucial role in
Iran’s non-oil economy, as the petrochemical export is
the second-largest source of revenue for the country
after crude oil. Petrochemical exports already constitute
nearly 33 percent of the country’s non-oil exports.

Iran has been highly developing this sector over
the recent years as the development of the giant
South Pars gas field (Iran shares with Qatar in the
Persian Gulf) has been supplying more feedstock to
the petrochemical units.

Also, the U.S. sanctioning Iran’s oil exports has

encouraged more development of the petrochemical
industry to boost exports from this sector.

Al Fights Fom Irag Suspended Due to UK Varant

TEHRAN (MNA) - Civil Aviation Organization of
Iran (CAO) in a statement announced that all flights
of Iranian and Iraqi airlines from Iraq were suspended
for a period of one week effective as of Mar. 14 due
to the UK COVID-19 variant.

Due to the outbreak of a new type of UK coronavirus
and in order to observe necessary precautions and
protect health of citizens, effective measures have been
taken in this regard, the statement added.

Also, all domestic airlines are obliged to inform
passengers of the case timely, CAO announced.

TEHRAN (IRNA)- Iran’s Customs Administration
spokesman Rouhollah Latifi said on Monday that
foreign trade with Shanghai Cooperation Organization
in the past 11 months exceeded $23.1 billion.

He said that during the last 11 months, Iran traded
roughly 41,748,000 tons of goods worth near $23.166
billion with member states of Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, in both imports and exports.

The majority of the figure, roughly $15.518 billion,
represented Iran’s trade with China, a founding member
of the SCO, while the smallest number, $2.86 million,

appertained to Mongolia, according to Latifi.

Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Mongolia, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan
and Belarus are other members of the SCO.

The official also said that during this period, Iran’s exports
amounted to $11.173 billion and its imports worth roughly
$11.2 hillion. Iran became an observing member of the
organization in 2005 and applied for a full membership in
2008. The organization is yet to approve Iran’s request.

Latifi said that the issue has been raised in several
meetings of the SCO.

Razavi Khorasan Province Exports $37.2m Handicrafts

MASHHAD (IRNA)- Department of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Director in Razavi Khorasan
Province, northeastern Iran, said on Monday that the province has exported $37.2 million handicrafts in the current

Iranian year (March 2020-March 2021).

Abolfazl Mokarrami said that 13.9 million dollars of handicraft products in Razavi Khorasan Province have been
exported through official cross-border customs offices and 24 million dollars hand