TEDPIX, the Main Index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
Rose 38,092 Points on Saturday,

Iran Has Confirmed 69 New Deaths

Caused by the Novel Coronavirus in

The Past 24 Hours, the Lowest Figure

1A

Which Is the First Day of the
Iranian Calendar Week as the
Index Stood at 1.222m Points

Since June 7, 2020, Increasing the
Overall Death Toll to 67,294
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Biden’s U.S. Urged to Seize
Chance Lo Lift Bans,
Rejoin JCPOA

TEHRAN (PreSSTV) - Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif bas urged U8, Preaden! Joe Biden to end his
predecessor’s thuifless pressure policy againgd Iran and
begin the process of rejoining the 2015 muclear agreement:
iy lifting all unilateral sanctions uncondiionally, warning
that the “window of opportunity will not be open™ for the
few White Honse team forever

In an op-ed aficle published Friday by American
agazine Foreign Affairs, Zanf sad former U5, President
Donald Trump failed to make Iran give in to his demands
through bis campaign that ensued
Washington's WIMawal in May 2018 from the miclear
aceord, The agrecment. was inked in 2015 between Tehran
and #x major world #ates — the US, France, Britain,
Germany, Ching and Russia — and was later endorsed by
TN Security Council Resolution 2231,

After abandoning the deal, Washington re-imposed the
anti-Tran sanctions lifted by the accord and launched a puzh o
fially destroy the agreenent by trying to dizsuade the remaining
sgnatodes Fom staying in the agreement amd drentening
sanctions arainst Ay party that refises to cut business Ges with
Tehran in defiance of American sanctions. B

Armenian Minister of
Economy in Tehran to

Discuss Cooperation
IRAN NEWSE ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The delegution led by the Minister of
Economy of the Republic of Armenia Vahan
Eerobyan arrived in Tehran on Friday night to
discuss the prospectz of developing hilateral trade
and economic cooperation.

Meetings with high-ranking lranian officials,
representatives. of the Armenian community,
Armenian businessinen and exporters are planned,
Vigits to a number of enterprizes, companies and
organizations are expected.

In parlicular, the Armenian Minister of Economy
will have meetings with the Minister of Trade,
Industry and Mines; the Miniser of Economy and
Finance: the Minizter of Energy and Technology of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Chairman of the
Central Bank of Iran, the Chairman of the Ministry of
Trade and Industry,

On Saturday, the Armenian had a

Gov't Tries to Begin I:IWIIH!]
Vaccination This Month

TEHRAN (PressTV) - President Hassan Fouhani szys Iran iz sttempting to begin the natiowwide vaccination
againgt the COVID-19 pandemicin the corrent Perdan calendar month which ends on February 18,

“In thiz meeting, it was announced that all etforts are being made to start the vaccination in the country in the
month of Bahman, God willing, and thisis a very important job,” he told a meeting of the national sk force Tor
fighting the coromavirus in Tehran on Samrday.

Leouhani suid that in the nesd Persian calendsm vear, whidh stints on Mearch 21, three Tranian veecines will be availabie,

Some of these vaccines are completely homegrown and the remaining are joint products, he added.

Tran will receive over 16 million doses of vaccines from COVAX, a mulli-ageney group dedicaled o assuring
fair access to vaccines for low- and middle-income countries. Rouhani =aid, adding that the conntry will alzo try
to procure vaccines from elsewhere.

“The domestic vaccine iz an honor for us, and the foreign vaccine ig a necessity ...
available,” he emphazized.

He alzo stated It was not clear how long the Corona deaths will confinue.

“We have to thank the people and the medical staff for the achievement, and the death toll has declined to
donble-digit due to efforts of all,” added he,

Stating that the recuction of the death toll iz an honor the president added, *“Even though some countries in the
world are more powerful in lerms of industry and medical fdlities, but gt the same lime ther saffoing is very
high and they are not completely able to control the dizease.™

Underlining that the declining death toll does not mean that the condifons sre favorable and that 70 people die
a day iz not 4 small mumber as well, Rouhani added, in many areas, the number of death tolls was declining, but
in zome provinces, it had stopped, and this can be wonying.

Fouhani alzo voiced concern about the mutation of COVId-19 elsewhere in the waorld special in Africa.

“The Corenavirus has not only not been weakened in the world, but it also has become more pathogenic and
contagions”™ he concluded.

Last month, Iran launched human trials of its first domestically-developed COVID-19 vaccine atter successfully

until the domestic one iz
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complding the initial deps and oblaining necessary approvals,

In parallel with efforts at developing home-made vaccines, Iranian authorities have said the county haz plans to
purchase foreign brands that pass safety and efficiency tests.

However, inhwmane U5, sinclions have aflected ran's ability to make (he payment for imposting veccines as
well as life-saving medical equipment.

Leader of the IHumic Revolution Ayatollsh Seyyed Al Khomenel has bamed the impot of COVID-19 vaccnes from
the Tnited States and Dritain, but all owing the Iramian govemment to sxpply the vaccine from ofher reliable sources

5o far, 1,367,032 Iranians have been infected with COVID-19 in the country. More than 57 290 people have
died while 1,158,475 have recovered

Iran Sees Bangladesh as an Emerging Big Economic Force

DHAKA (Dispatches) - Iranian Ambassador to Bangladesh Mohammad Reza Nafar has said Iran wants to
enzage deeply with Bangladesh in the energy sector and make the bilateral trade volume of several USE billions
noting that Dangladesh i= going to emerge a2 a big economic force in the world, especially in the region.

“Iran iz ready to engage deeply in Bangladesh’s energy sector, especially in the area of petroleum gas. Our
hitateral trade volume should be several 1SS hillions which i= not a satisfactory level at this moment,” he told
UNB in an interview.

The envoy said there is a growing interest on hoth sides, and leaders of the wo counbries are sincere o
strengthen the relations between the two countries.

Ambagsador Reza Nafur suid Iranign President Hussun Roubani will visit Bangladesh in March to attened the
D-E ar Developing-§ Summit and the visit will give a big push towards strengthening the ties further.

Buangladesh will host the Swmmit of the D-8 comprising Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysa,
Nigeria. Pakistan and Turkey.

In March, Bangladesh will alzo celebrate the 50 vears of its independence when a number of global leaders,
incuding Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, will join the mega event.

Apprecmtm.g PTJ.me Minister Sheikh Hasina’s leadeﬁlup, the Iranian Ambassador saidl all the economic indices

r@ Ehirenne s m Birarrsweoily

show | ladesh is hing ahead with o significant growth under a skilled and prudent leadership when an
economic downturn is prevmimg in the entire world due to Covid-19.

China Quits Tehran-Mashhad
Railway Flectrification Project

TEHEAN (MNA)} - Iranian deputy road minister
informed on Sal, that Chinn has guil eledrifcation
project of Tehran-Mashhad railway.

Az Saeed Resouli seid, o credil sgrecment had been
signed with China to electrify the Tehran-Mashhad
railway, and the Chinese had taken all necessary
measures, issuing licenses and bank guarantees.

“But last year, the financier announced that it conld
not it the execitive operation due to the problems it
waz faced with,” Rasouli, who is Head of the Islamic
Republic of Tran Railways (known as AT added,

“In addifion fo fiunding the project throngh financing.
the Chinese construction company was to provide the
conztruction equipment and fleet and earn the consumed
expenses via ficket sales revenue,” he described

The Tranian offi cial informed that after China, the Ilamic
Republic will accomplish the project relying on itz
domestic financial resoiuces, expertise, and capabilities.

The Tehran-Mashhad line iz one of the prioritized
railway lines undergoing electrification. With a length of
926 Kilometers, the Tehran-Mashbhad line is one the most
frequented railway lines of Iran and one of the
few dontde-rack lines of the coumiry. ¥ :

Iran Attracts Some $6h 0[
Foreign Investment

TEHRAN (IRNA) - ‘The Iranian northern provinee of
Tehran has attracted some $6 billion of foreign investment
in less than =% years (snce March 2015), according Lo an
official with Tehran governorate-general.

Fereydoon Alaei said thal the amount bas been
invested in 192 different mannfachiring, industrial, and
science-based projects

Tehran officials had plans to attract some 39575 million
in the curent Iranian year, Ataei stael zaid, however,
noting that very Tew amount of the sum have heen
attracted in the first nine months of the year.

He s that the local offi cinls are seeking Lo allrc thered
of the amount within the fousth quarter of the Iranian vear.

Russian Envoy Criticizes
i3 JCPOA Stance

MOSCOW (IRNA) - Russian Ambassador and
Permanent Representative to the International
Organizations in Vienna Mikhail Ulvanov in a message
criticized position of France, UK, and Germany with
regard to renovation of Iran nuclear deal.

R4 continuesto advoente for a SHCPOAplus agreement 7
Ulyanov wrote in his Twitter account on Friday.

“The pogtion of the new U.S, administration in this
regard, az it is arficulated by senior officials, seems to
be more realistic: first restore full implementation of
the nuclear deal with #Tran and then address other
issues,” he added.

The Buropean powers, who signed the nuclear
agreement, adopted a weak stance when it came to
preserving the deal. known as the Joint Comprehensive
Flan of Action {TCPOA), and they did nothing to help
Tran circumvent illegal and unilateral sanchi ons imposed
by the Trump acmini stration.

On 2 April 2015, the P31 (the U.S,, the UK, France,
Buzsia and China plus Germany) andIran. in a meefing
in Lavwsanne, Switzerland, reached an sgreement to lift
most of anti-Iran sanctions in exchange for limits on
the Islamic Republic’s nuclear programs extending for
ableast ten years,

1.5, President Donald Trump re-imposed the sanctions
in November 2018 affer leaving the landmark nuclear
deal with Tran in May the same year. The American
officials ignored the fact that the deal had been verified
tey the United Nations Security Coundl (UNSC) in the
form of itz Pesolution 2231. -
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Iran Private Sector Ready
For Joint Trade Cooperation
With ACD Members

IRAN MEWS ECONOMIC NEWS

TEHRAN - Iran's private sector announced its readiness for
joint trade cooperation with the Asian Cooperation Dialogue
(ACD) member states in the post-coronavirus era.

Addressing the “Trade Prospect in the Post-Coronavirus and Necessity of Cooperation
Between Private Sectors of the Member States” virtual conference held by the ACD.
Deputy Head of Tran Chamber of Commerce, Indusivies, Mines amd Apriculiure
(ICCIMA) for International Affairs Mobammad-Reza Karbasi said empowerment of
economies of the ACD member states relies on joini determination of the member
states. adding (hat this will possible through interaction, reform of economic
structures and implementing appropriate policy-makings.

He then pointed to the imporant capacites of Iran ke young and educated
workforee, rich oil and gas sources and special geographical position, and added that
the country Is some part of rich Asian civilizatlen and the gateway for linking the East
to West and announced readiness of Tran's private sector for joint trade cooperation
with the ACD members.

He also pointed 10 the economic recession in the world due to the coronavirus
pandemic, saying that according o the Asian Development Bank's report. it is
expected Asia’s economic growth to rich 6.8 percent in 2021 which means
insignificant recovery of the econnmy,

Karbasi also termed chambers of commerce as the represenratives of small and
medium size enterprises (SMIs) and emphasized services of the chambers for SMis

The launch af the peemanent secrefariat ACD member states, holding regular annual
or biennial meetings, setting up a committee for reviewing the trade cooperation
development and joint investment prajects as well as developing required condition
for the growth and development of the SMEs with getting technical aids from
UNCTAD and I'Te were of the major propasals which were raised by Mr. Karbasi.

OMEST

IRAN NEWS

The Asla Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) was inaugarated in June 2002 in Cha-Am,
Thailand, where 18 Asian Foreign Ministers met together for the first rime. The ACD
Is a continent-wide forum, the first of its kind in Asia. More specifically, the ACD
aims to constitute the missing link in Asia by incorporating every Asian country and
bullding an Asian Community without duplicating cther arganizations or creating a
bloc against others, A key principle is to consolidate Asian strengths and fortify Asia's
competitiveness by maximizing the diversity and rich resources evident In Asia.
The core values of the ACD are positive thinkin
non-institutionalization; openness; respect for divers
countries: and the evolving nature of the ACD provess.

Currently, the ACD comprises 35 countries, namely: the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan. the Kingdom of Bahrain, the People's Republic of Bangladesh. the
Kingdom of Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the
People’s Republic of China, the Republic of India, the Republic of Indonesia,
the lslamic Republic of Iran, Japan, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Republic of
Korea, the State of Kuwalt, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia. the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Nepal,
the Sultanate of Oman, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the State of Palesting,
the Republic of the Philippines, the State of Qatar. the Russian Federation, the
Kingdom of Saudl Arabia. the Republic of Singapore. the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Kingdom of Thailand, the
Republic of Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, the Bepublic of Uzbekistan, and
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam.

informality: voluntarism:
the camtort level of member

[ran Natural Gas

TEHRAN (IP]

Iranian Transit Line to Be Connected to Iraq, Syria

Minister of Roads and Urban Development said that the expansion of Iran-lrag-Syria wrilateral
conperation is going on in the field of transportation centered on Iran

Output at 1bem

TEHRAN (Shana) - The CEQ of the National
Iranjan Gas Company (NIGC) said the country’s
natural gas production capaclty had reached
1 billion cubic meters per day.

Addressing a press conference on (he sidelines
of the 25th Iran 0il. Gas, Refining and
Petrochemical Exhibition on Satrday, Hassan
Montazer Torbath announced the Increase in
daily production of natural gas in the country,
and sald: "Iran Is a major producer of gas and in
these days the country's total gas production has
reached about one billlon cuble meters per day,
equivalent 1o about B million barrels of oil per
day, which is a significan! figure.”

He ruled out rumeors about reduction of production
and pressure in Sourth Pars, adding: “The country's
gas consumption has now reached more than 600
million cubic mewers per day with the decrease of
air temperature In the domestic sector. In the power
plant sector, 1 0 130 million cubic melers of gas
is consumed daily.”

The official further said that there is currently 900
mem of gas transmission eapacity in the country,
calling on the peaple to conserve consumption of
the national freasury,

The Depury Minister of Perroleum for Gas Affairs
continued: “Farunately, the couniry's gas industry
Is highly relying on domestic capabilities and all
the itemns. used in the distribution sector are
manufaciured domestically.”

The CEO of the National Tranian Cil Company
said that about 80% of the needs of the Iranian nil
industry have been localized,

Speaking on the sidelines of the opening of the
25th International 0il, Gas and Petrochemical
Exhibition oo Friday, Massoud Karbasian stated
that the exhibition shows the ability of Iranian
companies 1o produce hardware and software

needs in the oil industry.

Minister of Roads and Urban Development, Mohammad Eslami said that ane of the goals of the United States
and its allies is to prevent the expansion of cooperation and economic exchanges in the region by destroying
transportation infrastructure, adding that the expansion of Iran-Irag-Syria trilateral conperation is going on in the
field of transportation centered an Iran.

Regarding the presence of lranian companies in lrag and Syria, Eslami said: “There are negotiations for the
presence of Iranlan companies in the projects of Irag and Syria. but the main problem for the projects Is financing,
puarantees and banking relations between the countries, and as soon as the banking issue is resplved, they will
start the executive wark.”

He stated that the Linited States would spare no effort o harm lran's interests, adding: “lran's economic capacity
is far beyond the country’s geographical capacity. and infrastructure 1o use this capacity needs to be provided by
increasing multilateral interactions,”

lran will expand its international railways via the Khal-Heral railway to Afghanistan-and Turkey, and Emirales

as the secondary route

10b to Support Local Producers

TEHRAN (IFP) - The Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has
sel aside $10 billion 1o support domestic production,
according to a senior Iranian official.

Deputy Minister of Industry, Mines and Trade Mahgi
Sadeql said the move Is aimed at making the local
market more accessible w domestic producers,

" A major part of the foreign currency problems of producers
tsave been settled over the past two months.” he ssid.

He added the ministry has adopted policies to further
encourage foreign investment in the country.

He sald one of the priorities of the ministry is to boost
national brands,

Sadeqi noted several domestic producers of
I hold aj es are designing new products to
be able to compete with foreign commodities on
world markets.

ESCO Has Key Role in Formulating the Standards

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

ISEAHAN - Smelting industry in Iran and the world is considered as the mother industry and
if we look back to different industrial perinds in our country, we realize that industrialization in
Iran has besn tied with the opesation of Esfahan Steel Company (FSCO).

On the occasion of the foundation anniversary of ESCO, January 12, Head of the [ranian National Standards
Crganization (INSO) Ms. Nayereh Pirouzbakht in an interview said that ESCO should define very downstream and
upstream industries for its own activities and indeed, the expansion and growth of industry in the country will
materialize through this path.

She stated ESCO as one of the oldest industries in the country has experienced many ups and downs. adding that first
the mill was to be establish in Karaj, Alborz Province, and then o be transferred to Isfahan, adding that currenthy there
is a region named Zob-e Ahan (SCO) in Karaj but ultimately it was decided the mill 1o be established in Isfahan,

She went on to say that she believes ESCO is symbol of determination, commitment, growth. economic
development, chauvinism as well as interest to the progress and strong determination for improvement.

Pirouzhakh also hatled ESCO for its attention to the national and global standards, and sald two decades ago
when one of the company's products did not accord with [ranand Europe's standards and it should he standardized,
ESCO without any resistance took action o accord the product in compliance with standards and in all periods,
the campany has taken action to improve the quality of its products

She noted that formulating standards for structural sections Is indebted o the cooperation of ESCO, adding that
in the past three decades and even before it, there has been a good cooperation between ESCO and INSO and
selting the standards by the organization without ESCO's cooperation was impossible.

She added that production of rail was one of the old dreams of ESCO in order to save the country from
independence on imports and 1w atain self sufficiency and finally this dream came true and this product has
received the INSO standard certificate.

Gas Exploitation From
South Pars Rises by 65m cm

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The CEOQ g
af Pars Oil and Gas
Company refuted
allegations regarding
the drop in the pressure
of joint South Pars
fields, saying that daily
gas exploitation  Trom
the South Pars Joint field has Increased by 65m cuble
mieters this year,

Reacting 1o Ol Minister's remarks in the opening
ceremony of the 26th Oi, Gas, Refining and
Pewrochemical Exhibition about the Increase in
exploiting gas from South Pars field, Mr. Mohammad
Meshkinfam said sume part of this rise in exploitation
is bevause of repair and joining of the South Pars Phase
16 pipeline 1o the petwork and some other s for
completion of major gas wells since last year and these
twao factors has led 1o a daily rise of gas exploitation
and It has increased by G5m cubic meters,

He also refuted allegations aboul the drop in the gas
pressure due to the cold, adding that it is not expected
such a drop to bappen in South Pars feld al least in
three and four years,

CEO of Pars Oil and Gas Company also undertined
the faverable progress of South Pars Phase 14 project
and said: "According to forecasts, the project's first
aperational train will become operational early next
[calendar] year.”

Meshkinfam said: “All 13 onshore refineries have been
completed and enly the refinery of Phase 14 remains
which will become operational next calendar year,”

He stated that all the activities and measures of the
first developrent stage of South Pars will be summed
up by the middle of next calendar wyear. adding:
“Engineering studies are under way for increasing the
pressure of the phases and, as the Minister of Perrolenm
painted out, a contract will be signed soon for building
two 16 MW wrbochargers.'

Regarding the development of Jask Oil Terminal, the
CED of Pars Oil and Gas Company added: “The: early
phase of this project will be operational by the end of next
[calendar] year.”

IME" Monthly Value of
Trades Up by 7%

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN- Over 2,883
tons of commodities worth
ncarly $1.5 billion have
been traded at lIran
Mercantile Exchange
(IME) during the tenth
lranian calendar moath of
Dey (December 21, 2020-January 19, 2021).

According to the report released by the IME's Public
Eelations Department, the weight of traded
commodities also indicated a Tive-percent growth
compared to the previcus month.

The exchange hosted trading of 1,176,000 tans of
commodities with a trading value of more than $740
wiillion on its mineral and industrial wading Moor,

On this floor the IME sold 1,093,000 wns of steel.
5,160 twns of copper, 30 toos of precious metals
concentrate, 480 1ons of molybdenum concentrate.
15,855 tons of aluminum, 830 wns of coke, 20,500 tons
af zlne dust, 40,000 tons of iron ore concentrate, 300
tons of cast iron and 34 kg of gold bars,

On its oil and petrochemical trading Moor, the IME
traded mare than 1,707,000 rons of commodities worth
nearly $748 million, which included 602,855 wons of
various types of bitumen. 257,511 rons of polymeric
products, 124,565 tons of chemicals, 6.300 tons of slop
wax and 503,760 rons of vacuum bottom, Mareover,
the exchange sold on this Aoor 11,825 tons of base ail,
68,725 1ons of sulfur, 200 tons of argon and
125,000 tons of lube cut.

The next irading floor of the IME wiis the agricultural
with 10,500 kg of saffron soid on ir.

Last hut not least, the IME’s side markel saw trade
af 8,510 tans of various types of commadities within
the same month,

As previously reported, over 277 million tons of
products worth $1.32 billion were traded a0 the IME
during the ninth Iranian calendar month Azar
(Nevember 21-December 20, 2020), indicating 57 percent
arowwth in terms of value compared to its preceding month.
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Pfizer Offers 40m Covid Shots
To Poorer Countries at Cost

GENEVA (AFF) - Plizer announced Friday that it will provide up to
40 miltion of its Covid-19 vaccine doses to poorsr couniries on a
non-profit basis, through the glnbally-panted Covax facility. iR

‘While dozens of the world's richer countries have hegun thelr vaccination campaigns in a bid to curb the
pandemic, coronavirs jabs have besn Few and Gar betwsen in the world's poorer nations.

Covax — the globally-pocled coronavirus vaccine procurement and equitable distribution effort,
aimed at ensuring that lower-incoms countries get hold of doses too -- is hoping to ship its first deliveries
in Febriary.

INTERNATIONAL
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U.S. Senate Confirms
Austin as Defense Secretary

VASHINGIUN (Dispatches) - ‘The Unlted States Senate has confirmed
President Joe Biden's nominee for secretary of defense, retied Army
General Lloyd Austin, making him the first African American to hold the
top Pentagon position.

Adsstin gained broad support from Republicans and Democrais alike in (he Senate, winning confirmarion
by a 93-2 vote.

“General Austin is an exceptionally qualified leader with a Tong and distinguished caresr i the United Stalss
military,” sald Senator Jack Reed, the top Democrar on the Armed Services Commirtee,

Kremlin Welcomes U.S. Offer
To Extend Nuclear Pact

MOSCOW (AFP) - Russia and the United States drew closer Friday to extending a nuclear pact ahsad of the fast
approaching expiry date of the last arms control accord between the former Cold War rvals.

nw New START treaty, which is due m expire on Febary 5, is spen a3 & rare opportunity for compromise

M and Washington, whose ties have further deterlorated over recent cyber hacking and electlon

medtlhng allegatiogs.

The accord restricrs Washington and Moscow 1o a maximum of 1,550 deployed nuclear warheads cach. a cur of abour
30 percent from a limit set in 2002, and 800 launchers and bombers — enough to blow up the world many times over.

The Kremlin on Friday welcomed a US propesal o prolong the pact by Gve yvears, but cantioned that any
extension would depend on the specifics of the offer.

“We van only welcome the political will to extend this document,” Krembin spokesmian Dinilry Peskon told reparters,
bur wamed that “everything depends on the detafls of this proposal”. The comments from President Viadimir Patin's

Bar Migrant Caravans;

GUATFMALA CITY (AFP) - The Uhritedd States, Mexico
and Guaterala sgresd Friday o bar migranl caravans
from passing through their terrltorles due to the Covid
pandamic, days after one from Honduras was violently
broken up in Guaternala

U5 Ambassador to la William Popp d that any who crossthe LS. horderln an irregular
marmer will he retumed home fimediately, citing national healil security,
His ¢ came after a ing with G lan Forelgn Minister Pedro Brolo and Mexican Ambassador

to Guatemala Romeo Ruiz

*Any attompt to eroate massive flows of people will not be tolerared and will be countered,” Brolo said.

Added Ruiz: “Please don't leave your homes, don't put your families in danger, don’t pur vour children ar risk.”

T'he deal came after Guatemalan authoritles on Moenday broke up the latest caravan of Honduran migrants, who
set gant hoping for a more welcoming US policy on iminigration following President Joe Biden's arrival in office

Some 4,000 migrants had massed in the Guatemalan town of Vada Hondo on the first leg of their joumey of thousands
of kil through Central
America on foot.

‘I'he migranes did not have
rerquired. travel docoments or

proof of negatlve Covid tests.

China Blass Gross Inteference by EU Lawmakers on Hong Kong

(BEIIING (AFF} - China on Friday hit back atan EU msnlution mdemning fis|] so President Alejandro
crackdown on Hong Kong democracy activists, accusing Europ Gi ttel ordered his troops
of “gross interference” in s governance of the ciry. to lalt the caravan's advance.
Members of the European Parliament on Thursday passed the resolutlon Officers used tear gas and
calling, for *largeted samctions™ against Clinese wnd Hong Kung officials beld | batons o breck up the catavan.
responsible for recent arrests of activists. Several migrants were hurt, &
The lawmakers also said they “regret” the handling of = landmark investment|  well as police hit by stones hurled
deal with China pending ratification by MEPs, sayving that talks over the deal| by some in the group. AFP
should have been seized “as a levesage tool aimed a1 preserving TTong Kong's|  reporters said. Women camying
high degree of autonomy, as well as its basic rights and freedoms™. small children werz among thase
But Beijing struck back on Friday and wrged EU lawmakers o “face upto the| o e before the police,
realiny that Hong Kong has returned to China™ Maore than a dozen caravans,
Foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said the resolution showed|  some with thousands of
that some MOPs had “confised right and m‘rmg_ and engaged in “gross|  migrants, have sel off from
Interference in the affairs of China's Hong K Honduras since Uctober 2018
The Buropeean Parliament should “stop any e meddling”, Hua seid at a|  aiming o walk 1o a better life
regular press belefing, in the United States.
Followwing huge and often violent pro-democracy protests in 2019, Beljing But all have mn up against
imposed a draconian national sscurity law on Hong Kong last year that| thowsandsof LS. border guards
effecrively criminalised mmch dissent in a city supposedly guasanieed key|  and soldiers under Donald
liberties and autonomy: ‘Trump. The latest amempt has
Tt also loppled the legal firewall betwsien the two lemritories, giving China|  given rse o neighbory tension,
|jurisdiction over major national security cases and allowing fts security| with Honduras complaining

spokesman came a day after the Whine
House said Washington would work
towards A five-veas extension.

Whitz House press secretary Jen
Psaki said efforls to find an agresment
were all the more pertinent when
“the relationship with Russia is
ardversarial as it is”

The cauticusly optimistic rhetoric
emerglng from Moscow and
Washington comes against the
backdrop of decply strained tics and
Biden's campaign promise to take 2
tongher stance on Russia than tie
previous Whits House administration.

Lawmakers in the 1S, demanded
punishment for Russia last year after
concluding that Kremlin backed
hackers were behind a sweeping cyber
intnsion into govermment fmstitions

The most recent claims added to
U5, intelligence conclusions that
Russia meddled in the 2016 election
to back Biden's predecessor Donald
Trump, including throngh social
medla manipulation.

Despite his promise to take a harder
line on Putin compared o Tramp,
Biden's aides voiced support for
reaching an accord with Moscow
before his inanguration.

NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg on Friday welcomed
Biden's proposal, saving: “We should
not end up In a situation where we
have no limitation whatsoever on
mnclear wartwards,

“I'don’t see the treafy’s extension as
the end, but the beginning of an efort to
further strenghen infernational nuclear
arms control.” he said In a statement.

“So apmements thal cover maore
weapons and also include more nations
like China should be on the agenda in
the future.” In New York, United
Natinns Secretary General Antomio
Guterres abso hailed the new intiative.

Outrage After Troops

Protecting

agents to operate openly In the city
for the first time.

Nearly 100 people have been arrestad
since the law came in and could face

about the forcsful tactics meted
oul t its citizens, while
Guaremata accused Tegucigalpa
of doing nothing to prevent the

Capitol Forced to Sleep in Garage

WASHINGIUN (AFF) - A decision to tun a chilly
underground parking garage into an ovemight billet for
National Guard troops in Washington o protect
Praskient Joe Biden's inanguration has stirred an uproar

A number of the 25,000 troops standing guard
around the U5, Capitol in recent days in the wake of
the January 6 insurrection had been allowed to take
breaks and naps in between long shifts on the floors
of the building housing the TLS. Congress.

But on Thursday afn . after the k
resumed work @ day afler the Biden inauguration,
someone decided instead to foree them out to a nearby
parking garags. Photos that spread quickly over the
internet showed troops stretched out under fluorsscent
Tights in parking slots, with few todlels, onflets for
charging phones or other facilitles.

Some members of Congress, noting that many of the
roops came from their home states, vodeed outrage. “This
5 an insult to all National Guard units tha followed orders
aned served n the cold and rain (eough the right withont
fail I'he_v protectad our Capitol when we needed them
mmist.” said Repressntative Brandan Boyle on Twitter,

Lm'makas wisiled U'mapsand wologmai early Frlday

"What happencd was an oulrage and it will never
happen again.” sald Chuck Schumer, the new Senats
Majority Teader, as he walked in a hall in the Cagritol
with dozens of soldiers sleeping on both sides.

Schumer sald nobody knew exactly who ordered the
pat-time soldisrs moved (o the garage. In the affernoon,
first Tady 181 Biden also paid a surpeise visit to 8 group of
military personnel on duty in Congress, offering them
chocolate chip cookies s pesing foe photos,

“The Matlonal Guard will always held a special
place in the hearls of all the Bidens,” she said.
President Joe Biden's late son, Beau, was a member
of the Delaware National Guard.

Echoing the recriminations over responsibilit foc
Telting Tamdreds of violen! supporters of then-president
Dionald Trump ceash the Capliol on January 6, Natlonal
Guard officials said Capito] Police told them to move to
the garage, and the Capitol Police denied it.

They “did not instruct the National Guard to vacate
Capitol builiding Facilities,” said Acting Capitol Police
Chief Yogananda Pittman in a statement.

*As of this moming, all Guardsmen and women have been
redocaled fo space within the Capiml complex.”
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fife sentences if convicted,

caravans from forming,

Libyan Navy Intercepts Mo
80 Furope-Bound Migrant

TRIPOLI (Dispatches)
Libya's coastguard has
intercepted more than 80 §
Europe-bound migrants in &
the Mediterranean Sea off the
coast of the North African
couniry, the United Nations migration agency sadd.

The migrants were returned to Libyvan soil and will most likely be
held under dire conditions in detention centers that Libya has become
notorious for. the International Urganization for Migration (IOM)
saitd on Friday.

“Bo far this year, some 300 people. Including women and children.
were returnad fo the country and ended up in detention,” said the [OM.
“We refrerate that no one should be returned o Libya ™

The 10M posted photographs on liwitter showing its staff members
speaking with mostly African mele migrats ona Libyan pies

This was the second interception off Libya In as many days. Late on
Thursday, the I0M sald the Libyan navy returned to Libya another 86
migrants, including seven women and 19 children, who were intercepted
carlier in fiwe Moditorranean.

5o far this year, some 300 people, including women and children, were
refurned to the couniny and ended sy in detention,

In the years since the 2011 uprising thar overthrew and killed Muammar
Gaddafi, war-fomn Libya has smerged as the dominant transit point for
migrants fleeing war and poverty in Africa and the Middle Fast

Smugglers often pack desperate famllies into ill-equipped rubber boars
that stall and founder along the perilous Central Mediterranean routs.

On Tussday, 2 boal camying migrants bound for BEurope capsived in the
Mediterranean off the coast of Libva, and ar least 43 people drowned. The
tragedy marksd the first maritime dissster in 2021 involving migrants
seeking Lietter Hves in Turope. The TOM had cited survivors as saying the
dead were all men from West African nations.

Tn recent years, the EU has partnered with Lilya's coast guand and other
local groups 1o stem such dangerous sea crossings.

Rights groups, however, say those policies leave migrants at the mercy of
armed groups or confined in squalid detention centers rife with abuses.
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§/q, pkg lots
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Kamranieh ($2000) 180sq.m, 3bdrs, S/p, balcony, pkg, F.F
— — — — — — —

Elahieh ($2400) 240sq.1n, 3bdrs, §/p, S, J, pkg, balcony, & F.F
Darrous ($2500) 300sq.m, 3bdrs, §/p, S, J, pkg, balcony, & F.F

Cell: +989121907875
Sa”adat abad ($1400) Shanon_tari@yahoo.com Jordan bldg ($5000)
2bdrs, 120sq.m, & F.F Tel : 88510081 3storey, 10bdrs, & pkgs

Fax : 88506474

Don't Waste Your Time
Visit our website to choose your desired rental Properties

www. Delta HOME. ir

The Most Specialized Website for Foreigners

HOME

Real Estate
Member of DELTA Real Estate Group
(021) 88888865
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Villa Boss Smith to Likwn

Switchboard:
Serve Touchline Ban

(+02) (1) 44253448
ONDON (AFP) - Aston Villa manager Dean Smith will |
serve a touchline ban against Mewcastle after|
“reluctantly” accepting a Foothall Association charge for |
an outburst at a referee.

The 49-vear-oll was senl off during Wednesday's 2-0 loss |
at Premier League rivals Manchester City and then charged |
after allegedly using abusive andior insulting lan:,ua"eu
towards referee Jon Moss following Clty's opening goa].
11 mimtes from time. |
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Aussie Goalkeeper

Ryan Moves to Arsenal

OMDON (AFP) - Australian intematicoal goaliesper Mat Byan
moved on lan to Arsenal for the rest of the season from
Premier League rivals Brighton after bosing his number ane spot.
The 28-vear-oki said he was overjoyed at joining the “First
club Iever loved.”
Byan was Beighton's fist chodoe B aknest thies and a hall
seasons, bofore being overtaken by Rob Sandhez in mid- December,
“Signing for the club you grew up supporling as a
Byan tweeted with a tick fcon.
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Jazz Push Wire.__¢
Streak to Seven

EW YORK (Dispatches) - Donovan Mitchell scored a season-high 36 points and
grabhed seven rehounds to lead the Utah Jazz past the New Orleans Palicans
129-11% in Salt Lake City for their seventh consecutive victory.

Mitchell made 11 of 19 field-goal attemprs and drained 6 of 8 from 3-point range.
He displayed a form reminiscent to his explosive first-round playoff series last year,
whan he averaged 36, 3 points vs, (he Denver Nuggets. With his fifih 3-pointer of the
night, the All Star guard became the fastest player in NBA history to reach 600 treys,
selting there in 240 games,

Mike Conley amassed 20 polnts and six assists for Utah. Rudy Gobert contributed
12 points, 11 rebounds and four blocked shots, reserve Jordan Clarkson added
19 points, and Bojan Bogdanovic threw in 16 points for a Jazz team that shot
30 percent from the floor.

Zion Willlamson had 27 points for the Pelicans, who lost for the seventh time in
eight outings. Drandon Ingram scored 20 of his 23 points in the first half.

Meanwhile LeBron James scored a season-high 34 points 1o help keep the
Los Angeles Lakers undefeated on the oad this scason with a 113 106 win against
the Milwankee Bucks,

The Lakers extended thelr franchise-best road start to 8-0.

Los Anpeles’ Kentavious Caklwell-Pops made a season-high seven 3-pointers on
10 attempts in a 23-point alght, and Anthony Davis had 18 polnts and nine rebounds.
James shot 6-for-10 from 3-point range and added eight assists for the Lakers
in the opener of a seven-game road trip.

Montrezl Harrell added 12 points off

SPORTS

PV _ -l

‘The Lakers led 86-81 after three quarters, and they increased the gap to 96-83 on a
Markieff Morris 3-pointer with 8:42 to go. However. the Bucks pulled back within
two with 3:05 left on a Middizton layup.

Alex Carsso sank a 3-pointer to move Los Angeles ahead 108-101 with
1:42 remaining, After an Antetokounmpo layup, James hit a deep 3-pointer to beat
the shot clock and move the Lakers ahead 111-103 with 1:04 remaining, and
Milwaukee was out of comebacks.

Caldwell-Pope, who came into the game third in the NBA in 3-poinl pereenlage al
53,7 percent, hit a 55-footer at the buzzer to cap an 11-2 run to close the first half
and give the Lakers a 63-57 lead at the braak,

Caldwell-Pope and James made 3-polnters to start the second half and give the

The Bucks came back with a 7-0 run and continued to stay close in the third quarter

Meanwhile R] Barrett recorded a career-best with 28 points and the New York
Enicks used a 40 point first quarter to build a lead they Thursday night in
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Feu lllaims.r “
fitzbuehel 5* &
Downhill ==

ENMNA (Dispatches) - Switzerland’s

Beat Feuz fell back on all his
experlence to bliez Kizhuehel's famed
Wviarkd Cup downhill on Friday, but in-form
American Ryan Cochran-Siegle and Swiss
racer Lirs Kryenbuehl both crashed heavily
i the wind-nfermupred race

Feuz, who won tvo medals at the 2018
Pyeongchang Olympics (super-G silver,
dowahlll bronze] and was world
downhill chatnpion in St Morit in 2017,
timed a scorching Imin 5357 ¥sec down
the wind-swept 3.3km-long Streif course
on the Hahnenkamm mountain.

There were no speeding tickets issued
as Feuz taced in excess of 145 km/h (%)
mph) in what is widely regarded as the
most prestigions and demanding maos on
the World Cup circuit.

Last yedr's wimmer, home fyvomite ad
double Dlymplc medallist Matthias Mayer,
came i second at 0, 16ssc, paying a high
peice for oe minor emor When he siraved
Jjista fevw metres too wide negotiating a tum.

Tealian Drorminik Paris, a four-time winner
in Kitzbehel (dovwnhill in 2013, 2017 and
2019; super-G in 2015), rounded cut the
podium of established skiers (<56 justa
year after rupturing knee ligaments on the

i

Mathews’ Ton Lifts the bench for los Angeles, which Lakers their first double-digit lead at 69-57.
shot 19 of 37 (51.4 percent) from

Sri Lanka to 229-4 at Start of 3-point distance. despite two more treys from Caldwell-Pope.
Giannis Anfetokounmpo had 25 points
Erlgland Test and 12 rebounds, JruemHoliday Edded

ALLE (Dispatches) - Angelo 27 points and seven assists and  San Francisco.

Mathews' stubbom century took Khris Middleton scored 20 for
Sri Lanka 1o 2294 on the first day of Milwaukee, which lost its second

the second Test against England
on Friday afler early strikes by
James Anderson made the home side
look yulnerable.

Mathews was at the crease on 107
with Miroshan Dickwslla on 19 at the
close in Galle as Sri Lanka, who lost the
first Test by soven wickets, tried to
make Lest use of a good batting pitch
after winning the toss.

Anderson bowled with masterful
control throughout and clalmed the first
thres wickets, including opener Lahiru
Thirkmanne for 43 soon after hench, that
tock his Test tally to 603 in 157 matches.

The 38-year-old Lancashive bowler
Fimished the day with remarkable ligures
of 3-24 from 15 overs,

Mathews bullt crucial parmerships,
Incleding a 117 run stand for the fourth
wicket with skipper Dinesh Chandimal
who made 52,

Mathews, the former captain,
acknowledged that England had put his
side under pressure early in the day.

"l got ints rhythm in the second
immings of the first Test, so T thought if
I get a good start, 1 can make it big”™
saidl the 33-year-old all-rounder.

"Even though we are 229 for four,
we can't give it away lomorrow,
If it is this hot tomorrow, it will
start turning.

"We don't know what a good score is
--we will try to get as many as we can.”

FEngland fast bowler Tark Wood
trapped Chandimal b and the batsman
awent off aller an unsncoessful revisw of
the umpire’s decision.

Mathews reached his 10th Test
hundred, and third against England, with
a single off Jack Leach.

He put on 36 with Dickwella, holding
out after England tock the new ball in
the §lst over,

“Mathews has been a thorn in ouwr
side a little bit. T am sure he has heen
using a wider bat than anyone else.”
joked Wood,

stralght. Antetokounmpo committed a

career-high nine turnovers, conseutive win,

Al five Enicks starters scored in double figures, including Mitchell Robinson
with 1§ points and Jolius Randle with 16 poinls, as New York opened a
four-game Western swing with an Impressive win. The Knicks earned thelr third

same slope in teining.

‘I'm very happy.” Feuz said, after
Twaaking a run of four second places in
Kitzbuchel. "Everyone on the podium
shiad very well”

0)¢

URICH (Dispatches) - Regning Olmpic
champion Sofia Coggiaon Friday won the
first of tea Worl] Cup doambilks scheduled for
the Swiss resoet of Crans- Montana.
It was a 10th Wourld Cup victory for the
28-year-old Tialian, and her third this winler,

1Y

oia Wins Crans-Montana Downhill

Gogria clocked Imin 10.10sec, finishing 0.20sec shead of Czech Ester Ledecha,
with American Breezy Johnson completing the podivm (+0.57).

While Goggia consolidated her spot atop World Cup downhill standings, the biggest
wimmer of the day was Slovak slalom specialist Petra Vihova,

Wlhova finished fourth to match her best ever downhill results, in Febraary last year on
the: same Swiss piste, o frther nail down ber Tead i the ovesall standings.

Zidane Positive
For Covid-19

ADRID (Dispatches) - Real Madrid

enach Finadine Zidane has tested
positive for Covid 19, the Spanish club
anmonnced Friday,

The positive test comes a day betore
Iliaslrid] travel to Alaves i La Liga seeking
to bounce back from an embarrassing
midwaek Copa del Rey exit.

“Real Madrid C.F. report that our coach
Linedine Zidane has tested positive for
Coovid-19," the club said in a statement.

Zidane already had to self isolate this
month afler coming info contad with a
person infected with the virus.

He lestad nagative al the time and was abls to overses the team,

After successive defeats in the Spanish Super Cup and Copa del Rey, the second a shock
foss to third-tier Alooyano, Zidane is again under pressure as Real Madrid try 1o reignite
thelr La Liga title challenge away to Alaves.

Zidane's side are playing catch-up o Atletico Madrid after draws against strugsling
Flche and Ckasuna, two of the lsagoe's hottom three, in recent weeks.

Alaves beat Madrid 2-1 in the capital in late November but have won just once in eight
matches since, their slide into a relagation scrap costing coach Pablo Machin his job last
week with former Spain international Abelardo Fernandez returning to take charge.

Real assistant coach David Bettoni said that Zidane was “fina” alter his positive rest,
although "sad” not to be among the players.

“T spoke with the woach this moming and he is fine.” said Beltoni,

Title-Chasing Leicester
Suffer Vardy Blow

ONDOMN (Dispatches) - Leicester's

talsmanic striker Jamie Vardy will
be out for a fow weecks as he undergoes
a hernia operation dealing a blow 1o
thelr title hopes

Leitester's Premier Leapue tilke hopes
suffered a blow on Friday as manager
Brendan Rodgers said talismanic shiker
Jamie Vardy will be out “for a few weeks"
to have a hernia operation.

The 3d4-year-old former England
international’s 11 league goals this scason
have been pivotal in Foxes fans dreaming
of a repeat of their fairytale 2016 title win.

Lesicester Tie third in the table, just wo poines off leaders Manchester Unites],

Rodgers had spoken earlier in the week of getting the best out of Vardy ia the time he has
remaining at the top as he has also been hindered by a recurring hip problem.

"\We've been managing him over the past tew months, ” Rodgers said at a press conference
ahead of Sunday's FA Cup fourth round clash with Championship high- fliers Brentford,

Tt will help the area repaie. He can't hold it off for mech Jonger. there’s a lot of time in the
season for him to make an impact ™ Rodgers said he was confident his side would cope
withont Vardy, one of the few remaining players still at the club from their title-winning side.

"When you don't have one of the best striker’s in the league around, it's disappointing.™
said (he Northern Trishman.

"W abways try to rely on the collective, the group has always been able to find results.

"T've pot other great strikers -— Ayoeze Peres is amd Belechi Theanadio,”




