Spokeswoman for lran’s Ministr
Of Health and Medical Education
Sima Sadat Lari Announced

Monday That 81 More Iranians
Died of COVID-19 as the Death
Toll Mounted to 56,262
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Spokesman of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Said
The Organization Will in a

Technical Move Implement the
Law of Strategic Measure Passed
By Majlis to Remove the Sanctions
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Seoul Urged to Adopt
Independent Altitude
Towards Tehran

TEHRAN (WA} - Stating that South Korea should have
an independent altibde lowards Tran, Iran’s Governor of
the Central Bank said that Iran will confinue to pursue itz
rights and vse of ils assets in South Koren,

During the meeting with South Eorean Deputy

Foreign Minisier Choi Jong-Kun, Abdolnazer |

Temmabi expressed hope for the remlts of these
tallz, saying, *“The banks of Sowth Korea have
blocked our assets in this country for many vears
and do not assizn the issue”

Slating thal frecring owr assels in Sowh Korea is

Tran’s main challenge with this country, he zaid, “We |

had assels in other countries, and we used and had
access to them despite T1.5. sanctions. But we have nat
wet been able fo access our assetz in South Korew, which
haz been one of Tran’s main rading partners™

He pointed to his wisit to South Korea, saying, |

“A year and a half ago, Thad talks with South Korean
officials, including the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Econonyy, about thiz issue, and they
promized to help and cooperate, bul unfortunalely,
it has not worked out yet.”

Iran to Return to
JCPOA Commitments the
Day the West Returns

TEHRAN (11*) - Foreign Ministry Spokesman siys thet the
day Turope and the United States refum to tolfilling their
in the Juinl Ce Flan of Action
(FJCPOA), Tran will refurmn to its commitments too.
Pegarding the crash of the Ulaminian crashed plane and
the remarks of the Secretary of the National Security and
Defense Council of Ukraine and other countries, inchiding
Pomnpen, Foreign Minisiry Spokesmn Saeed Khatibeadeh
affered his condolences, saying: “The word iz absolufely
incapable of expresang sympathy with their fimmilies™
Khatibzadeh stated “Tran has jurizdicti on to prosecute
the accuzed. Tudicial procecdings are underway,
According to the regulations, this izsue is being
seriougly purswed. We hud good talks in bwo rounds
with Ukraine, where technical issnes were discuzsed™
He added: “The third round was scheduled to fake
place in Ukraine in November 2020, bt the Ukrainian
sice haz not yet specified the exact date. Iran has been
Tollowing this i=ue since the frst day. According Lo
Annex 13 of the Chicago Convention, we were required
o submil cur techmical report one vear afber the incident,
With seriousness in the Civil Aviation Organization.
they did this and sent it both in the form of video
conferenee and in g wrillen format, and all the relevant
countries confirmed their receipt
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IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN Cil Minister Bijan Zanganeh svs Iran has progressed well during the sanctions era and gained self-sufficiency
int the oil and gas fieds ancd now it has upper hand Tor new tilks with Toreign ol and gas compini es Tor cooperation,

Speaking in the sizning ceremony of contracts for retaining and increasing oil output, Zanganeh said that if
foreign oil and gas companics come o Iran, “We are ready Lo cooperate with them within the Gamework of
stipulated terms and conditi onz.”

Zangunch reiterated thal Iran is ready to cooperate mmd collaborake with foreign oil companies if they come back
to the Izlamic Republic of Tran.

“But we do not give up what we have achieved We will cdinch agreements with foreigm oil and gas companies
ot a new hasis within the framework of mles and repulations at a much more solid and higher level " he added

Zanganeh emphasized that the capacities created in the sanchions period would be uzed optimally.

The Ol Ministry will use its upper hand in conclusion of contracts with foreign companies under new terms
and conditions, he said.

He went on to say that many capacities have been created in oil sector and Tran's progress in oil exports amid
sanctions is nol comparable with two yvears ago.

Zanganeh said that one percent increase in crude oil procuction co-efficiency which is 7 hillion fomans will
bring sbout 300 billion-dollar revenue For the country.

Eegarding the increase in the recycling co-efficiency, he zaid that $1.2 billion worth of inveshnent will be macle
for the current stage, 100,000 bpd will be added to the outpal ad will bring about $1.5 billion exfra revenue @ year,

He noted that all the contracts have been = gned with Iranian co and 2% equi £ are domestically made.

Fiforts have been made for creating jobs mmid sandions doring which 14.5% of Oil mu\m shares have been destroyed,

Larlier, he said that 11 billion dollars of revennes earned in the first boom of the pefrochemical industry seven
yearsago, and in the second jump, the income iz expected to reach 25 hillion dollars at the end of the next Iranian
year (March 20, 2021-March 20, 2022).

Iran had earned two billion dollars of the petrochemical industry in 1997 and the income reached L1 billion
dollars in 2013, hosaid The of petr ical projects would increase Lo 25 hillion dollars by
March 20, 2022, he noted, adding that 37 billion dollars of income is expected by 2025,
~ Meswhile the CE of the National Trargan Off Company seid M1OC was plarmives Lo fssoe Rls 20,000b worth of bonds
tofinance projects aimesd at prodiction enhancement and maintenance of oil felds in Tran. See Pase 7
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Houthis Say Reserve Right to Respond f! Us. Tenjpljlst Demgnatmn

SANAA (Dispatches) - Yemen’s Houthi A dlak is respand to any TS move
to designate them as a teworis organization, hitting back at the 1.3, axhlu.nstranm of Donald Tramp as “ferrorst”,

“Ametica is the source of terrorian,” Mohammed Ali al-Houthi, & member of Yemen’s Supreme Political
Council twitted on Monday. “The Trump administration’s policy and actions are ferrorist. We reserve the right
lo respond Lo any dedmation is=ned by the Tromp adminisiation or mmy sdministaion.”

Tt came a day atter 115, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced plans to de.—;gnahe tfhe Houthi mmemm’r aza
foreign lemrorig group. “The Deparbment of State will nolify Congress of v mtenl 1o des A llah, s
referved to as the Houthiz az a Foreign Terroist Organization (FTO. Pompeo saidin a statement on Sunday.

He added that he also intended to designate three Ansarullah leaders, punely Abdul Malilk al- Houliu, Abd
al -Fhaliq Bady al-Din al-Mouthi. and Abdullah Yabya al Hakim, as “Spedally Designated Global Terrorista™

The United States plans to clesigpabe Yemen's Houthi Ansnrulia.h movement 4% 4 fore'i!n “terrorisl” group on
01 (mday, Ehree sources have told Reuters. ";peal\mg \»:Th Press TV, Political commentator Tim Anderson said the
u.s. ion fo designate the A 1l t. which has been effectively the government of Yemen for
the last Tive vears, is aimed ol jusifyiong any form of aggresdan againsd Yemen,

“To call it terrorist is really to tarn the meaning of the world upside down.” said Anderson, who s the divector of the
Center for Counter Hegemonic Studics (CCHS) in Avdralia, T think we're galing used to that, with the way the U5
wiews the wotld” Inanother tweet on Monday, al-Houthi posted pichires of Yemeni chil dren who were killed and starved
az a result of the US-backed Saud coulition’s war sgainst Yemen, aiticizing the United States” unbridl ed terrorizm,

Houthi zays the 1.5, is massacring Yemeni people in order fo keep productions at its major weapons mmu.ﬁacuu'inc,
companies mnning and advance Israel s regional plots. Saudi Arabia has been Eesdim 3w on Yemen imoe March
2015, in hopes of reinstating former president Abd Rabbuh Manaw Hadi and d w2 the Houthi

Iran to Import COVID-19
Vaccines From India,
China, Russia

TRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHEAN - Iran plans to import some two million
doses of AdruZenecy COVID-1% vaccnes from India;
China, and Russia by the end of the current Tranian
calendar year (March 200,

“The Iranian-made viccine is more relinble than
many foreign-made vaccines, but it takez a long
time to be approved. So, the health ministry plans
to import some two million doses of vaccines
from India, China, and Russia by the end of the
year,”  IRNA  quoted Mohammad-Reza
Zatarghandi, head of the Iranian Medical Council,
ag saying on Monday,

Piizer and Moderna vaccines were never on the
agenidy o be purchased by Iran due to their high prices,
transportation problems, and the need to be kept
extremely cold, Zafarghand added.

“But, the AstraZeneca vaccine, which is
produced by Sweden and only its =cientific studies
have been done in Britain®s Oxford, can bhe
purchased. Moreover, it iz possible to be kept in Iran.”
he explained. Page 7

See

Exports to Iraq
Rise Seven Percent

TEHRAN {(IRNA) - Director-General of Iran’s Tride
Promotion Organization {TPo) for the Arab and
African Counlries Farzad Piltan said on Monday that
Tranian exports to Irac) over the past nine months from
March to December stood al $5.9 billion.

According to Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TP, Piltan said on Monday that 23.6 percent of the
import market in Irag is held by Tran

Highlighting efforts to increase Iran’s share in the
Iraqi markel, he added that Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran has for the first time dispatched a
commercial staché to the rag @ty of Basa.

“Tran has the potential to experience a big rise in
exports to Trug”™ he added, cting the difficulty caused
by 1.5, sanctions for the Iranian trade relations.

Trun smed Irag Presidents have agreed to augment frade o
520 billion a vear and regarding the economic ties between
Iran and the Irmoi Eurcistan Region in the time of Pandemic
COVIT19, trade exchanges have omfinued with all the
health protocds on the borders,

Pakistan Says Iran
Capable of Turning Into
Regional Economic Power

PAKISTAN (Dizpatches) - Pakistan s prime minisfer has
expresszed hope that the sanctions against Tehran will be
lifted, =aving the Tdamic Republic of Iran haz the
capacity to fum into an economic power in the region,

At arecent meeting with top Pakistani media figures
and researchers, Imran Khan lamented the impact of
the U5, sanctions on lran, which were imposed after
President Donald Trump withdrew from the historic
Iran tuclear agreement in May 2018,

He zaid the bans have hampered the development of trade
ez belween Pakistan and Iran, ITRMN A reported on Monday:

The Paldistani prime minister has on several occasions
called for the lifting of US zauctions on Iran.

In March 2020, he urged Trump to lift the unilateral
bang, in the midst of Iran’s fight agains the spread of
the cor inus, umtil the pandemic is over.

“lwautioappeallo sid Trump on
grounds 1o lift the sanctions against Iran {1 the
COVIDY pandemic is over,” Khan said

He added that at a time when “the people of Iran
are facing untold suffering™ the brutal 113 sanctions
on the Islamic Republic “are crippling Iran’s
efforts to fight COVID-19.7

See Fage 7
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Talks on Free Trade
With Pakistan Underway

IRAN KNEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN — Head of Iran Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)
says exports to neighboring countries as well as to India and
China is the priority of Iran, and other Asian, African and Latin
American states are the second priority.

Speaking in the National Export Day ceremony, Humid Reza Zadboum said thal
the policy of the ministry of industry, mine and trade is focused on two axes of
abundance of goods and easing forex commitments of exporters, adding that by
new approval which will be announced next week. more defails will he released
on removing the forex commitments of exporters.

He went on to sy that the first priority of exports of the country is the imports of those countries is around 51200b and Iran can export $100b of goods | cadi s

First Branch of
“Melli Plus™ Inaugurated

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHFAN — Iy i cerepiny whech wae held on Sunday both coline
on, the firs® branch of “34elll Fius? was inagaraad
Berb bl Tra (BIATDr, Wchernmed Beps Sossanes
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neighboring states as well as India and China and the second priority iz the to those states. He admitted that if Iran wants to increase ifs share of those | barong headded e enrphasized s soeoe s branches £ ell

other Azian, Afrcan and some of Latin American states countries” imports, it requires lo reinforee its export production. Phe' wili bemu{{ wated 11 Tetrers rLi
Zadboum reiterated that in terms of exporting goods, any commodity with  He said the total volume of Tran’s exports is around 341b that $24b of it is
tigher value added will be the priority in order lo reduee the raw material sles, Lo the neighboring states and in order Lo boost the figure, exporl production J.lL‘mc

admitting that it iz impozzible to have immediate halt to raw material sales and  should be increazed.

it should happen gradually, He added that according to the TPO studies, Pakistan has good capacty for | s
e added that the other policy of the organization is to sign agreements with  Iran’s exports and Iran can export $16h of goods out of itz 100-billion-dollar | pros
the domestic bodies and also free trade agreements with other countries, and  export target set for the next year. Zadboum admitted that programs for foreign
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talks on free trade with Pakistan are underway, trade are bazed on the intemational agreements but Iran’s condition is different | Fus s the Gl electonic branch of the benkatize o briking savices ars

Zadboum alzo on Sunday night and in a TV program =aid that Iran can gain  from other countries.

conrhcted dgiteiy ad AlfaFobot, VTHE, CneTima Password, AT and

more share of imports of the neighboring states, adding that the value of He also said the organization is to digpatch 4 trade delegation to Tdlib of Svria. | other shandng serees me medatle for e dients.

Javad Goli, a consultant in the field of social responsibility of the Persian Gulf Holding, emphasized:

Social Responsibility is Pursued as an Important
Mission in the Persian Guif ||ll|l|ill!l
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Six Park Rangers
Killed in DR Congo

VIRUNGA (Disparches) - Ammed men on Sunday Filled at least six §
Tangers and wounded several olhers in @ ambush in esstemn Democratic
Ri:rllhhu of Congo’s Vinunga Nationad] Park the world's most imporiamt f-—-
sanctuary for endangered mountain gorillas.

The identity of the assallants was not immediately clear. said Olivier Muldsya a Vinmga spdm'rm Preuous atacls
apgainstthe rangers have been bl:rmdmvanm.smhnaswhonghtm controd land and naroral resoaices in eastem DR Congo.

“We confinm this sad news, A group of anmred men altacked oue positions i the region of Nyanmdtwitwi in the
middie of Virunga National Park.” Muldsva told Rewters.

INTERNATIONAL

TUESDAY JANUARY 12, 2021

Guterres Seeks to Stay
On for Second Term

NEW YORK (Reuters) - United Nations Sectetary-General Antonio
Gutesres told the five permaneat members of the Secunity Council that he
would like to stay on for a second term, Bloomberg News reported on
Sunday citing two diplomats familiar with the matter )

Guterres is likely to officially inform the president of the UN General Assembly soon, the diplomats said,
speaking on condition of anomymity as the decision has not been made public vet, the report added.

Democrats Forge Ahead
To Impeach Trump, Again

WASHINGTON (AFP} U5, Dcrmwml.s sand Sunday they would pus}l fo remove President Donad Tromp fram
office durning the final davs of his administration after his supporters” violent attack on the Capital. with some
Republicans supporting the move.

Trump could face a lustoric second impeachment before the Janmary 20 inagnration of Democrat Joe Biden, at
@ firme when the Urited States is bl by @ singing pandemic, a Nagging ecomomy and seuning division.

Tlouse of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the top Democrat in Congress, said there would be a resolution

Indonesia Pinpoints Location of
Crashed Plane’s Black Boxes

JAFARTA (Dispatches) - Body parts, twisted wreckage
and clothing were plucked from waters off the Indonesian
capital Sunday aller 3 passenger jet with 62 people aboard
crashed shortly after take-off a day earlier.

Autherities have yer to say “hy t‘he Sriwijaya Air
Boeing 737-300 went into a steep dive abomt four
minutes after il lefl Sockamo-Halta intemalivmal airport on Saturday aflernoon,

But. on Sunday: they said that they had pinpointed the lecation of its black boxes — cockpit voice and flight data
recorders - that could be key to explaining why the plane slammed into the Java Sea off the sprawling dity’s coast.

“Divers will start locldng for them now and hopefislly it wont be long before we get them.™ said the head of
Tndonesia’s trmsport saletly agency, Soeganto Tjalgono. The search and rescue agency swd it had collected body
haqg-. lﬂled with Titerrean rermans, as well a5 debns from the wreckage, n walers about 23 metres (75 feet) deep.

5 [hsan Adhlan Hakim and his new bride Putrd were headed to Pontiansk:, the city on Indonesia’s secion of Bameo
istand which had been flisht 81132 destination. about 90 mimues away “He called me to say that the flicht was delayed

Irag Piceman Shat, Dozens Wounded in Protets

(NASIRIYAH (AFP) - A policeman was killed Sunday in lrag, the army said,
[as secunity forces fired to disperse a third consecitive day of protests in the city
of Nasiriyah according to medics.

The policeman was “Jalled by a boilet (o the head”, a medic in the Gty 300
il omctres (1940 miles) scuth of the capital Baghdad said.

The army confirmed the death. “Thirty-three other policemen were wounded
in the events of the day.” the military added. without elaborating.

Medical soirces said several profesters were woundad

Witnesses smd secunty forces opened fire to disperse demonstrators —
mcluding some thmwmg slones — from a city square that served as an

dre of a widespread protest that bepan in October 2019

A sprawl of tents in Habbubi Square had remained in place until November|
2020, when eight people were killed in clashes between anti-government
protesters md followers of the Shiite leader Moglada Sadr

Anti-govermment profestens reoccupied (he square on Hid.h_‘,'. demmding the
reicase of peers who have been amested in recent

Security forces repeatedly fired in the air and I:mnched smole grenades
towards the protesters, whose movement for the first time penetrated other

due to bad weather” Halim's
brother Arwin said from
Pontiamak. where a wedding
elebration hed besn plarmed.

*That was the last ime I had
contact with him.™ Beben
Sofian, 39, and her lmsband
Dxm Razmomah, 58, werealso on
the doomed flight, "They took
a scific and sent it to their kids
before taking off.™ the couple’s
nephew, Hendm, (old AFE

A from relatives will be
compared with discovered
remains for identification.

All 62 ngers and orew
ahoand the hali-full flight were
Indonesim. The coont included
10 children. Distraughl relatives
wated nervously for mews at
Pomnfianal: airport

1 have four family membets
o the ighl — my wile and
three children ” said a scbbing

parts of the city. A spokestmm for the profesters old AFP that 13 d aloms
‘who had been amrested were released. adding that authoritics had i
other detal would be el 3 the next day.

on Monday calling for the cabinet to remove Trump as unfit for office under the C. ion's 25t 1

If Vice President Mike Pence does not apree to invoke the amendment, “we will proceed with bringing
impeachment legislation™ in the House. Pelosi said.

“As the days go by, the honor of the ongoing assalt on otr democracy perpetrated by this President is intersified and so
15 the immediate need for action.”™ she added, Trump was aiready impeached onee by the Democraticcontrolled House m
December 2019 for pressunng the

Iraq’s protests fizzled ont last vear due to the Covid-19 pandemic and a
crackdown (hat left nearly 600 dead and 30,000 wowided.

Tt Tdtappngs, tangetad Fillings and arvests of protest leaders have contimsd.

Alongside demending an end to political corruption, protesters want jobs and
improved public services.

Ulmainian president to dig up political
dirt on Biden. He was acquitted by the
Republican-majority Semate.

Though time is runming shorl,
Democrats likely have the votes in
the House to 1mpcarll ‘Trump again

NUR SULTAN (Iuspatches) - Kazalchstan's governing
party is set to sweep the oil-rich country’s

Kazakh Ruling Party Set to Sweep Parliamentary Polls

system. Another opposiion mo 5 the
Democratic Party, failed to secure official it

But the state’s ability to finance
these demands is hamstrung by an
economic cnsis. including a vawning
fiscal deficit.

‘Yaman Za,

My wife) sent me a pichure
of the balw... How could my
Tieart ot be torm into pieces?™

Data from FlightRadar24
indicated that the -aidiner
reached an altitude of neary
11,000 feet {3.350 metres)
befome dropping suddenly to
250 feet, It then losl contact
with air traffic control.

and could draw increased Republican
aupport for e move,

But they are wmlikely to muster the
two-thirds maority needed to comvict
Tromp in the 100-member Senate
and remove him from office.

Authorities are seeking o arrest
mure Trump supporters who violenily

pertigmenttary election, @5 it hus done for decades,
with no major opposition groups rurmng in the vote.
An exat poll by Kazakhstan's Public Opimon Rescarch
Instinmte said the Nur Otan party had won almest 72
percent of Sundsy’s vote: As with the curent lepislature,
Two other parties Jeared the 7 percent threshold to win
some seats. Nursultm Nazarbpayev. the $0-vear-old
fomer pmndqu whe stepped down in 2019, remams

stommed (he Capitel on Wednesd
after the president held a rally outside
the White Hose repeating false
claims that he had lost the election to
Biden due o fm\;:l

Tmump’s immed ion “is

Imzely | a5 chairman of the national
council and Teader of Nur Ctan, which controds 84 of m 7
seats in the outzoing lower house.
Alhough four parties rnn Gie election g fom Nur
ljhm none hes openly oificdsed Nazarbavev or his
ipicked mrl’nsadmthﬂssvmdcmm Tekavey.

the best path forward” chubhcan
Senator Pat Toomey told CNN on
Sumday, adding, “That would be a
very good outcome.”

Toomey said that since losing the
November 3 wvote, Trump had
“descended into-a level of madness and
engaged m activity Shat was ahsohutely
unthinkable, md unforgvable.”

Lisa Mukowskd of Alaska wus the
first Republican senator to demand
Trump’s resignation. saying, “1 want
him out”™ House Republicans.
including Adam  Kinzinger on
Sumday, have echoed thar call

The article of impcachment is set to
charge Trump with inciting
Wednesday's violence. which left
five people dead.

Hundreds of off-duty police on
Sunday lined Conslilution Avenue
in Washington and saluted a5 a
hearse rolled slowly by carrying
the body of Brian Sicknick, the
police officer who died in the
attack on the Capitol.

Instead, they have taretad lowerlevel officials and their
policies, an amamgenant il govemmenl aifics sod is
et fo create an illusion of pluralism.

The Natiomwide Secial Democratic Party, the main
opposition party in the Central Asian nation, boycomed

the vote, calling the move a “protest™ agauhl angaed

Dozers of opposion supporiers mallied ol the miin
squemes o Fapabhstan's iggest ity of Altraly on
Sunday. shouting “Boyooit!” and “Nazarbayey go awayt™

Ata polling srton in the capital, Nir Suitn, a S0-vearid
man named Nurzian told the AFP news apency Ihrmm_\
Fazihhs “teve siopped befievmg in progress™

*But | sill hope [things] can be better™ he said.
explaming les decision Lo head (o the polls despite
freezing conditions.

Tn an atempt o modemise the system without
relinquishing his party’s tight grip on power, Tolayev
has overseen the introduction of gquotes for women
and under-29s in pelitical parties” candidate lists.

*[Further] refonms ame being prepared.” Tokavev
told reporters after casting his ballot in Nur Sultan:
“Reforms must not stop.”™

The World Bank has estimated Kazalhstan's
cconomy shrank 2.5 percent in 2020 as 1t grappled
with the effects of the coronavitus pandemic —a first
Vear-on-yedr recession in some 20 years.

U.S. Capitol Siege

BRUSSELS {Reuters) - The European §
Union's top diplomat smd on Sunday that
last weel's stege of the ULS. Capitol exposed
the damgers of allowing the degradation of =
democratic values to go unchecked and E““‘"""m‘k“ :
disinformation to spr‘ad on social media. .

“What we saw on Wednesday wa only the dimax of very wonying
deelipmmenils happernmeg gobsdly mmecent years. Timist bea wale-up call for dll
dermivcrady advocies,” BLT fortign policy diel Josep Borrell sad in a blog post

“Everybody needs to understand that if we acoept sctbacks after sctbacks,
even if they seem minor democracy and its values and instintions can
evenmally and breversibly pensly™ said Bomell, who spealks on behalf of
the 27 T member states.

President Donald Trump i5 facing a renewed dnive by Democrats lo
memove him from office after he indted supperiers to stomm the U.S
Capitol, based on the unsubstantiated claim that he lost the Nov. 3 election
due to widespread voter frand.

The resulting assault by rioters left five people dead.

“In cuse anyone hiad amy doubls, the events in Wastinglon also show that
disinformation” constitutes a real threat for democracies,” Bomrell said.
“If some people belicve that an clection was fraudulent, because their
leader has been once and again telling them, they will behave accordingly.™

Borrell called for beter regulation on social networks, and said (his could
n0t be crmed out by the comparnes themselves.

[watter parmanenty cut off Trump's personal acoount and access to his neardy
20 million followers late on Friday, ctine the nsk of further incitement of
violence. Tramp has repeatedly used Twitter and other platforms to claim the
ection result was frandulent and to share other conspiracy fleones.

The EU's executive Commession last menth proposed rules to damp down
on fake news on social medin, These would Ebru: Idrgz: online pkﬂf-_nm to
tackle illegal content and intentional n of p
elactions and pubkic health, or face fines up 10 6% of gIohai nmw\'er.
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Witsel Faces Months Out
With Torn Achilles Tendon

ERLIN (Thspaiches) - Borussia Dortmund confirmed |
Sunday thal their Belgivm midfielder Axel Wilsel laces
“months™ on the sidelines with a tom Achilles tendon which |
threatens to end his season.
The Belgium defensive midiielder had to be helped off in |
Saturday’s 3-1 win at RE Leiprig as Erling Braw Haaland
scored twice and England winger Jadon Sancho claimed his |
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Isolating Aguero Adds to
Man City’s Covid Absentees

ONDON (AFP) - Sergio Aguero’s disrupted season has

suflered another setback with Mamchester Citys all-time
top goalscorer forced into self-izolation after coming into
close contact with a positive coronavinis case,

City have been it by 11 posilive cases (o players and stafl’
in recent wesks and even though Aguero has tested negative.
nmianager Pep Guardiola confirmed the Argentine must isolate
dine 1o the protocals for close contacts.
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ONDON (Digpatches) - Leeds suitered a humiliating FA Cup exit against Crawley as

the League Two side swepl o a shock 3-0 win, while Timo Werner ended his Chelses
goal dronght and Bernardo Silva sparkled for Manchester City as the Premier Teague
plants eased imto the fourth round on Sunday.

After the spiking coromavirus pandemic wresked havoc with maiches across the third
round on Triday and Saturday, the FA Cup was back on more fam ground as Laeds
becams the compemnm s latest big name 10 be knocked out by a feisty underdog.

Crawley’s NP 1 success psulated the FA Cup’s unique charm and football's
restaralive powers al a time when the sport is badly in need of some positive news.

Numerous clabs have been hit by Covid- 19 problems as the new variant sweeps across
Britamn, forcing Aston Villa snd Derby 1o feld entire tsams of youth players while their
senior sTars went into self-isolation.

Willa's kids wore beaten by Liverpool on Friday and Derbys youngsiens Tost 1o non-league
Chorley, with mpton’s tie against V[ d after a vims at the
Lesgue One side. Despite calls for ﬂlehnghshsmun isJ be halted while the vire 1 contamed,
the FA Cup goes on for now and Crawley relished their chance to sfeal the spotlight.

Leeds sit 12th in the Premier League after a fine first season back in the top-flight. but
boss Marcelo Biolsa paid the price for making seven changes st The Peoples Pension
Stadium in lealy Sussex.

Crawley, sixth in Teague Two, had survived an incredible 6-5 win against Torquay in
the FA Cup first round. but this victory was even more remarkable.

Om a fairviale day for Crawley, it was Ditfing that Nick Tsaroulla should open the scormg
with his first career goal in the 3 lst mimte.

Ashley Nadesans low shot crept under
Leeds keeper Kiko Casilla’s weak
attempled save o double Crawley's lead
two mimites later.

Jordan Tunnicliffe delivered the final
blow in the 70th minute, forcing the bail

Support for Olympics
Hits New Low in Japan

KY O (AFP) - Support for holding
the coronavims-postponed Tokye
Olympics this summer has hit 8 new low
in Tapan, a poll found Sunday ag fhe
country battles a third wave of infections.
TJust owver 80 percent of those asked by
KEvodo news agency said the huge
global event should be cancelled or
postpened again -- a jump from around
60 percent in & December 6 survey by
the same outler.

Kyoda said the survey asked 1041
participants nationwide. who were
selected by random dialling.

Tokyo 2020 organisers have said
another delay 1z out of the guestion and
are insisting the Games will go ahead
despite & state of anergency declared in
the ereater Tokvo area this week over a
surge m Covid-19 cazes.

Tn Sunday’s national telephone poil,
around 33 percent of people told Kyodo

into the roof of the net after Leeds failed
to clear a Sam Matthews free-kick. It is
not the first time Leeds have endured FA

in 14971, while the ¢club™s 2008 side were embarrassed by Histon and the 2017 squad
Tost to Surton.

Chelsea, eight-time winners of the FA Cop and runners-up last season. showed Leeds
how to deal with an upset threat as they thrashed League Two team Morecambe 4-0 at
Stamford Bridge.

Two-time world heavyweight boxing champion Tyson Fury has a gvm at Morecambe's
Mazuma Stadivm. but it was Chelsea who delivered the knockout blows.

Mason Mount marked his 22nd birthday i memorable Fashion as the midGclder fired in
trom 25 yards in the 18th minute.

Wemmer finally got on the scoreshest m the 44th mmute, bundling home after Kai
Haverz headed into his path. Callum Hudson-Odod struck in the 491 minuie and Havertz
ot the fourth in the 85th minuie,

Romantics looking for & shock at the Ltihad di were left di
Manchester City cruised to a 3-0 win against second tier Bumingham,

Pep Guardiola made four changes from the team that bear Manchester Tinited in the
League Cup semi-finals on Wednesday.

Bemarde Silva was one of those who came m and he opened the scoring with a superh
halfavioll E.DET elﬂll I i

pp as

Cup ignominy after Don Revie's stars
were famously eliminated by Colchester

Silva %T.mci. szam with a clms&ran-\-e finish in the 15th minute and Phil Foden got the
third in the 33

ELRAY BEACII

(Reuters) -

American  gualifier Chrstian
Harrison, ranked 785 in world fennis,
stunned top seed Cristian Garin of Chile
T-6(3) 6-2 a1 the Delray Beach Opan in
Tlorida to book a maiden quarter-final
spot in his injurv-plagued carser.

The 26-year-old reached a ranking of
162 i 2013 bul has scen his carcer flag
due to sight surgeries.

Hiz win against world nomber 22
Garin made him the second-lowest
ranked  quarier-finalist  in the
toumament’s history. after 2009 1.8
Cpen champion Juan Martin del Polro,
who reached the same stage as
1.042nd in 2016

=1 just love the sport, 1 love whal
1I'm doing,” Hammison told reporters
T just can’t wait to Keep playing and
hopefully have a good. healthy next
couple of years.”

Trwas Harrison’s first victory against a
top 30 plaver and he would next meet
Italian Gianluca Mager. who beat sixth-
seeded Sam Querrey T-6(8) 6-1.

“He played well. He plaved veary good.
of course. He's won four matches this
week™ including qualifying, Garin said
of his opponent.

“These conditions are good for him.
He plaved really flat, really ast. 'The ball
helpz his pame a lof, and T hope he can
play like this the rest of the year™

YDNEY (AFP) - India capfain Virat
Kohli has denounced as “absolutsly
unacceplable™ the alleged racial abuse of
the India ream from sections of the crowd
in the third Test against Auvstralia in
Syilney on Sunday.

Cricket chisfz are investigating after
Mohammed Siraj and Jasprit Bumrah were
apparently targeted while they fielded by the
boundary ropes of the Sydney Cricket Ground.

In a second mcident, play was halted just before the tea break on Sunday when Siraj ran
from the fine leg boundary fowards the wmpires, pointing info the crowd.

Kohli is missing the final three Tests for the birth of his first child, but took to Twitter to
support his players,

“Ragial abuse iz absolulely unacceptable.™ he wrote,

“Having gone through many incidents of really pathefic things said on the boundary
lings. this is the absolute peak of rowdy behaviour

“1t°s sad to see this happen oo the Geld.™

Fohli added: “The incident needs to be looked at with absolufe wrgency and seri
and strict action against the offenders should =et things straight for once ™

they favoured outright o [ation,
while some 45 percent zaid the event
should be postponed a second time.

The month-long emergency in the
capilal and sumounding regions s less
striet than harsh lockdowns seen
elsewhers in the world and pomanly
targets restaurants and bars. which have
been ashad (o close carly.

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga said
thiz week that Japan is committed to
holding a “safe and secure™ Olympics.

IIe said he believed the public mood
will change when the country begins
vacoimations, currently ‘scheduled for
Tare February.

But senior International Olympic
Committes official Dick Pound told the

BBC he could not “be certain” the.

Games will zo ahead. because “the
omgeing clephant m the room woukd be
the surgss in the virus™.

Fublic sentiment lowards the Olympics in
Jaguam has been Jess than optimistic for months,

Two polls in July showsd the majority
thought the event should be postponed
again or cancelled, while a survey
released in December by national
broadeaster NHEK found that only
27 pacent of respondenis supporied
holding the Games in 2021,

Al-Rajhi Denies “Mr Dakar"
On Marathon Stage

TVADIT (Dispatchas) - Tovota's Saudi
ar Yazead Al-Rajhi took the Dakar
FRally marathon seventh stage honors on
Sumday, the home hope denyving  Siephane
Petarhansel, who nevertheless swetched his lzad
in purswt of s record-extending 14th ttde.

Wini driver Peterhansel was on target to cross the line first at the end of the arduous
A53km timed special featring sand mountains berween Ha®il and Sakaka,

Dt Al-Rajhi had other ideas. and with the benefit of his experienced co-driver Dirk Von
Filzewilr, an 18-Dakar veleran, he took command around 100km out

He secured his first stage win in the event since 2015 and his Dakar debuot with 48s=c to
spare over Peferhansel, with Carlos Sainz third at Livin - W did our best, althongh
we suffered two punctures. We still managed to push hard.” said Al-Rajhi.

In fourth came Catari Nasser Al-Aftivah, who is now Tniin 33zec behind Petarthansel in the overall
standmes with last year’s champion Sainr over 40 mimtes adrft in third. Peterhanzel 35, first
competed i the Dakar n 1988, the year keader An Vatanen's Peugeot 105 was miamously stolen i
Bamako, with a ransom for its remm d ded Tt mmed up . but too lats for Vatanen.

Smnce then | ] has made port’s Woughest test an ammual pilgrmmage, and with
13 wins on both two and four wheels he has rightly earned his nickname Monsieur Dakar®

He now has six podium finishes in seven sfages i 2021 and will be hoping fo get his first
win of 2021 on the board on Monday’s eighth stage which sees the Dakar wavelling circus
heading west from Sakaka (o the Red Sea resorl of Neom.

Nuggets Beat
Short-Handed 76ers

ASHINGTON (ATP) - The
Philadelphia Téers were routed |15
103 by the visiting Denver Nuggets, with
the feam so badly depleted by Covid-19
protocols and injuriss that they were forced
to dress an mjured player.
The short-handed Sicers were down to just seven healthy plavers. pushing coach Doc
Rivers fo activare Mike Scott, who had a Teft knee injury, just 50 they could meet the league
i to have a of cight plavers. Scott sat on the team bench but didn’t play.
“Covid create this bt the concem s nut Covid now,” Rivers said **[he concem is i
The Sixers were missing 3 number of starters, including Seth Curry. who tested positive
Tor the coronavires on Thursday.
Because of contact Iracing vid-19 heslth protocols aml mjuries several other stars were
also mizsing including Ben Simmons, Joel Embiid and Tobias Harris.
Before the game. Rivers zaid he felt it should have been postponed.
“T den’t think we should (play) but it's not for me to express thar” Rivers said
1 do worry abowt omr player health ™
Also missing were Matisse Thybulle, Shake Milton and Vincent Poirier
1 trust the league and 1 trust the doctors as fir as healthewise,” Rivers said. *1T'm more concemed
with health on the floor” The same had a chance fo be the season's seoond corommvins-related garmea
postponement. The Iouston Rockeats had their season openar against the Oldahoma City Thunder
pustponed bocause ol 8 combmation of positive lests and contact racng for Houston,




