Researchers at an Iranian
Knowledge-Based Company
Have Indigenized 30

Health Ministry Spokeswoman
Sima Sadat Lari Said on Monday
Some 121 More Iranians Have Died

“H d State-of-the-Art Equipment to
Treat Infertility, Advancing the
Country to Stand Among Top

States With this Technology

From the Coronavirus Disease
Over the Past 24 Hours Bringing
The Total Deaths to 54,814
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Iran Formula for
Decline in
CQOVID-19 Cases Discovered

TEHRAN (Tasnim) — The commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) said a unique d
to-door screening campaign with the participation
Basij forces has led to a fall in the number
coronavirus cases in Iran without the need for vaccin
In comments on Monday, Major General Hossei
Salami said the door-to-door screening progran
dubbed ‘Martyr Soleimani’ initiative, has resulted i g/—t
reduction of the COVID-19 cases in Iran. ;
The program, carried out in cooperation with the Heal /

Iran Not to Let General Soleima
Assassins Go Unpunished

ma

Ministry and Basij, reveals that Iran has discovered |tt
formula for overcoming the pandemic, the commander sai

He added that the Martyr Soleimani screening prog
which is unique in the world, is the centerpiece of th
successful approach that has helped Iran achieye
declining rate of infection without vaccine.

Nearly one million patients have recovered from th
coronavirus infection or have been discharged fro__
hospitals across Iran. The number of new COVID;
cases, hospital admissions and deaths in Iran has decli
constantly in recent days, while the local scientists
going to begin the human trial phase of a homegrow
vaccine, which the health minister says outperforms ma..
vaccines developed by other countries.

Purchasing COVID-19
Vaccine Via SHTA Needs
No FATF

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - Iran says it will not let those behind the assassination of the country’s legendary anti
commander General Qassem Soleimani evade punishment.
“We will not allow the martyr’s blood to go to waste and those who did it escape punishment,” Foreign Mi
spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh told a virtual news conference in Tehran Monday.
The Islamic Republic has ceaselessly pursued this matter and will keep doing so through the interr
channels, he said.
“This is not something that the Iranian government and the establishment could let go by. The U.S. admini
is accountable in this regard,” the diplomat added.
0 Khatibzadeh said the United States committed a monumental strategic mistake by perpetrating the terr
Cf “We will not abandon this pursuit until we have taken all those who abetted this [atrocity] or were invol
22 it, to the altar of justice.”
fi (IRGC). He was admired as the Middle East’s most potent counter-terrorism combatant, with a unique ch
He was Iran’s lead military advisor helping in Irag and Syria defeat foreign-backed takfiri terrorists, c
P€ Daesh in late 2017.
?V He was assassinated in a U.S. drone strike in Baghdad on January 3 during an official visit. His Iraqi tren
Nt Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, deputy commander of Hashd al-Sha’abi anti-terror force, was also killed alon
Ltheir other companions when their convoy was hit.
I Khatibzadeh touched on Tehran’s efforts to present the enormity of the atrocity to the world and bri

TEHRAN - President of Iran-Swiss Chamber
Commerce Mr. Sharif Nezam Mafi says Iran will fa
problem for purchasing of coronavirus (COVID-1
vaccine out of the Swiss humanitarian trade agreern
(SHTA), adding that the SHTA has been launched
this purpose and it will need no joining the FATF.
Speaking to ILNA, Nezam Mafi said that the chaml
predicted that the SHTA would be one of the fi
channels for providing COVID-19 vaccine and t
process is underway, adding the strange thing is
U.S. Administration issued license for Iran to use
frozen assets to purchase vaccine. He said nobc perpetrators to justice.

expected this to happen during the Trump Administratic * The |slamic Republic, he said, has registered more than five letters and official notes with the United |
but the world community pressures forced the U.S.  gnqd ysed its diplomatic missions to introduce General Soleimani and the nature of his mission to the wo
make such a decision. | The official said Agnes Callamard, the UN special rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary exec

He further said that since the SHTA can functiol yenounced the assassination as an act of terrorism earlier this year, only after Iran’s Foreign Ministry pr
out of the FATF system, this license was isSUB( the world body with a detailed account of the circumstances surrounding the terrorist act.

adding that two Iranian banks observe the FAT Tenran will follow up on its efforts in this area across international courts and tribunals, he added.
regulations and for this reason there is no prob

for such trades through these ban

most to the realization of peace and maintaining interaction with different leaders of the region, Khatibzadeh sai
The spokesman touched on General Soleimani’'s famous “We are a nation of martyrdom” remarks,

extremism cannot be defeated unless through the courage and pure blood of those confronting
Khatibzadeh further warned the outgoing administration of President Donald Trump against any new adve

saying the U.S. would bear responsibility for any act of mischief.

Resistance Missiles Can Reach any Point in Occupied P3

BEIRUT (Dispatches) - Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah denied Sunday having
around Israeli or U.S. intention to perform any operation before the end of Trump’s presidency dubbing
a “crazy who is in a state of severe madness”.

“It is not something only concerning Iran, Lebanon or Palestine but even the Republican and De
leaderships are worried about what he could do,” he pointed out, stressing that “the resistance axis
cautious throughout these couple of weeks so it wouldn’t be dragged into an uncalculated confrontati
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General Soleimani was the former commander of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards dﬁ'

€ Apart from commanding the Quds Force, General Soleimani served as a “pillar of regional stability” who contri

1€
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Majlis Wants Unsuitable
Budget Structure
To Be Changed

TEHRAN (IP) — Majlis Presiding Board spokesman said
the upcoming budget bill's unsuitable structure must be
changed whether in the tax system or other sectors.

In response to a question on the general points of the
upcoming budget bill and its implementation,
Mohammad-Hossein Farhangi stated on Monday that
the members of the 2021 Budget Integration
Commission, as well as the chairmen of the Planning
and Budget Commission, Budget Integration
Commission, and the head of the Research Center,
expressed their views on the bill.

Farhangi explained that there were 5 in favor and 5
against MPs who expressed their views on the general
points of next year’s budget bill.

Those who were against the approval of the
budget bill's general points believed that it is not
possible to amend the bill in the parliament, and
many objections for revenues and budget deficits
have raised, so it has been referred to the government
to review, he added.

Farhangi noted: “We should not waste opportunities
while the government has opened the way for revenues

and expenditures.”
Jran Ready to Exchange
\/iews on Human Rights

national . .
TEHRAN (IRNA) - Iran’s deputy foreign minister for

stfaigspational and legal affairs said on Monday that the
Iranians welcome the exchange of views with the West
Jri@pgﬁg.uman rights organizations, but the proud nation
o¥qild not accept any kind of interfering viewpoints.
Mohsen Baharvand told Iran newspaper that the
ic Republic has differences with some human
afiglits organizations and Western countries on the
hidfplementation of citizenship rights.
ccording to the official, there is no fundamental

chifigence with Western countries regarding the
J\R,Fﬁervance of human rights, but the mechanism

of implementing the human rights and the West’s
h itical misuse of the issue are among the
ubjects of disagreement.
\atibh€re are some judicial procedures in Iran that
ghould be reviewed to stop Western states’
ut@fgl’oitation, he said, condemning that the West is
e ing with apparent violation of human rights

within its own societies. See Rge

YIraq Lifts Hurried Ban
*On Passenger Travel

"From lran

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) - The Iragi government has
allowed travel of passengers from neighboring Iran just two
days after it announced borders would close for two weeks
over fears about the spread of a new variant of the coronavirus.

A deputy Iranian transportation minister said on Sunday
nthat passengers could resume travelling to Iraq from two
e lborder crossings in northwest and west of the country.
Shahram Adamnejad said that Iragi authorities had
oceffectively dismantled a ban enacted on December 24
oover fears that passengers from Iran could be infected
. with a new variant of the coronavirus.

e
Al

In an exclusive interview with Al-Mayadeen TV channel, Sayyed Nasrallah revealed that he, along with other |
leaders are targets for the US, Israeli and Saudi Arabia, adding that the latter have been instigating to assassin
many years, even before the Yemeni war began. “Saudi King, Mohammad bin Salman proposed this issue in I
to the US after the election of Trump, and the latter approved assigning this operation to “Israel”,” his eminenc
noting that “Saudi Arabia, specifically in the last few years, has been acting with grudge not mindfulness”.

Sayyed Nasrallah disdained Israeli threats assuring that “when you hear Israelis waging threats on m
that there will be no action... and all the action taking place on the borders with Lebanon only revea
concern and alertness”. As his eminence considered that the military operation that targeted Hajj
Suleimani and Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis was a trilateral operation by U.S.-Israel-Saudi Arabia, he rems
Suleimani saying “he had a strong charisma and the power to influence anyone who knows him. He w
on the humanitarian and moral levels. He was a frontline man not a man in the operation room, a man d
and tactics and very conscious and well-educated on political and cultural levels.”

Advertisement Department

@ &

zt “Based on an announcement by the country of Iraq,
fthe restriction on travel of passengers from Parviz

is|fikKhan Crossing in Kermanshah province and Bashmagq
b ¢laCrossing in Kurdistan province has been lifted since

yesterday December 26,” said Adamnejad.

pdia The official said Irag’s ban had only affected passengers,
Isrinsisting that trade has been flowing across the borders.

a Most of lranians travel to Irag for religious
bpurposes as the country is home to shrines revered

hs|sby Shia Muslims. Those visits have reduced
f stisignificantly, however, since coronavirus erupted

in Iran in February.
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TEHRAN (IRNA) - Based on Iran’s Customs Administration’dop 50 Iranian non-oil goods exports to Afghanistan have a share of
statistics, some $1.2b non-oil products were exported about 59.6 percent

Iran Exports $1.2b to Afghanistan

$70m have had the biggest share.
According to Tehran Chamber of Commerce, the diversity of Irargsounds hav

Afghanistan during the eight months of the current IranianDuring the same period, 798.000 tons of cement worth $21.4 million
calendar year (started on March 20) and streel and iron bar withs exported from Iran to Afghanistan.
Earlier, Afghan commercial attaché to Iran Ahmad Saeed said

e been paved for Iranian companies to extract mineral

exports to Afghanistan is much higher than other countries, and fineducts in Afghanistan.

ran Has Always Played
Active Role In History

TEHRAN (PressTV) — Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
said that the great Iranian nation has always been an active player
in international arena and some efforts to challenge the power of
diplomacy are not showing the real history of the Iranians.

Addressing the fourth Conference on the History of Iran’s Foreign Policy, which was keldent unreal attempts to belittle diplomacy are deficient and inaccurate in ter

via video conference, FM Zarif noted that the history of the country’s foreign relationisissory, incorrect in terms of analysis and contrary to the country’s interests in

full of endeavors and sacrifices by the Iranian people in the face of foreign invasioms &sreign policy.

well as the story of their economic and cultural exchanges with other nations. He also emphasized that the promotion of historical relationships between Irg
The first and foremost point that seems to be very important in learning from Iratfger Asian countries would pave the ground for enhancing constructive ties,

foreign relations is that Iran has always been an active player and the Iranians could be beneficial in today’s world.

find ways to play their role in regional and international arenas, Zarif stated. Diplomacy provides international players with the atmosphere of interac
According to such a long history of foreign relations, he added, diplomacy kasurity as well as bargaining power, the Iranian top diplomat said, adding th

always been an integral part of the socio-political life of the Iranian nation; so, rédations between Iran and other Asian nations date back to more than 4,500 y

Iranian Women
Making Their Presence

FM Holds Talks with Senegalese, Ghanaian Diplomats

TEHRAN (IFP) - Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has separately met the ambassadors of Gh
Senegal in Tehran.

In the Tuesday meeting with Eric Owusu-Boateng, the new Ghanaian ambassador to Tehran, Zarif re
copy of the African envoy’s credentials at the beginning of his mission in the Iranian capital.

Senegal’s outgoing ambassador to Tehran Amadou Sow also bid farewell to Foreign Minister Zarif at th
his diplomatic mission in Tehran.

Iran to Produce 1.5m Doses of Domestic COVID-19 Vaccine in 40 Days

s TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran will produce one and a haltomplicated the process of importing vaccines fr
ey million doses of a homegrown vaccine within the nexdther countries. But the country is fairly optimist
30 to 40 days, said the director of Headquarters fabout the production of local vaccines.
e Executing the Order of the Imam after meeting with theAccording to Mokhber, a plan to mass-produce
as researchers who produced the vaccine. homemade vaccine is in final stages, and the produg
e During the meeting, which took place on Sundayine is capable of producing some 120 to 150 milli
Mohammad Mokhber said the production will reacldoses of the vaccine to cover the country’s needs.
r 12 million doses per month in the next six months,The human trial of the vaccine will start in the ne
IRIB News reported. three days, he said. “To date, 60,000 people have c
pn  Iran reported the first cases of the coronavirus in mi@énd enrolled for a vaccine test, and 30,000 of them
andFebruary, soon becoming a hub where the deadly virthe conditions,” the official explained.

Felt on World Stage

TEHRAN (IFP) - A senior official says Irania
women have not only not been isolated by
Islamic Republic, but have managed to make
presence felt internationally.

Vice President for Women and Family Affa
Masoumeh Ebtekar described women as a
ingredient of the country’s social assets.

“The Islamic Revolution set the stage for
presence of women in different social are
unlike what certain people thought that
Islamic Republic of Iran would restrict
isolate women, something that ne
happened,” she noted.

The vice president underlined Iranian wo
both handled their duties at home as mothers
wives and at the same time made their preseng
in different social arenas.

“Forty-one years on since the Islamic Revolut|

e
eir

I

hit in the region. accept more than 56 people, who must come fro
n, So far, more than 1.2 million people in Iran haveariety of age, gender, region and ethnicity groups.’

scientific front,” she added. lives. However, in recent weeks, with the imposition ofountry is capable of producing a coronavirus vacci

- have dropped significantly.
n’'s lIranis also under illegal, inhumane sanctions imposedWe will

and keep up their hard work.
prove to the entire world that ou

proper planning by the Iranian government;
nevertheless, she stressed, Iranian wo
perseverance and hope for future have definj

contributed to their progress.

medical equipment and pharmaceuticals,

el Krelle Fast the Only Way to Save Ame
Irl‘—]H AN?P{- Agtﬁé&%a&of the National SecurityZd ForeignyPoIicy Commission of the parl

» a of Iran said that “what saves the Americans is their getting out of the region and ending their hegemony.’
peli Abbas Moghtadaei referred to the U.S.” new moves in the Persian Gulf region and stated that Iran
afteinfluential country in the region with the highest defense capability without fear of U.S. military equipmen
vas Moghtadaie said: “The Persian Gulf is a marine zone that belongs to the countries that are on its periphe
used internationally, but the U.S. likes to have a camp in the Persian Gulf region and dominate it.”
sior He went on to say that despite some problems, Iran has a strong and indigenous defense, which has
and being introduced as a completely safe country in the insecure region, and that is what the Americans do
nt's The deputy chairman of the National Security and Foreign Policy Commission of Iran’s parliament also
tee “Of course, if Iran needs to take action against the United States, it will certainly have the necessary p
relying on its internal power.”
raeli
as

P fizer to Donate Army to Grant
e 150k COVID-19 | ‘Order of Sacrifice’

ln\/accines to Iran §To Martyr Soleimani

TEHRAN (MNA) — An official announced that Tehrah TEHRAN (MNA) — The Army of the Islamic Republi
ntlyis to receive 150,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines froiof Iran will award the ‘Order of Sacrifice’ to th
wasthe American multinational pharmaceutical corporatipnmartyred anti-terror commander, Lieutenant Gene
ancPfizer, in the near future. Ghasem Soleimani, the Army spokesman said.

" The Chief of the Red Crescent Society of the Islai Second Brigadier General Shahin Taghikhani said
PH Republic of Iran Karim Hemmati made the remarks|irMonday, “The Army, along with other branches of t
sionKhorramshahr, Khouzestan province, on Mondayarmed force as well as the Iranian nation, will ha
nto noting that this consignment is a donation. various commemoration plans for the martyrdd

anmutoduced elsewhere across the globe,” Saeed Namaki s

MP VVows Massiv
To Any Israeli Sub

TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran will not hesitate to givé
“strong and massive” response to any lIsr
submarine in the Persian Gulf, a lawmaker says,
the Washington Post claimed that Tel Aviv
sending one to the strategic waters.

“Israel must know that our response to aggres
against our national security will be strong
massive,” spokesman for the Iranian parliame
National Security and Foreign Policy Commit
Abolfazl Amouei was quoted as saying.

On Wednesday, the Post reported that an Ig
submarine had embarked for the Persian Gulf
warning to Iran and that Israel was preparing f
battle amid rising hostilities.

Speaking to Qatar's Al Jazeera network, Amg
said, “Israel is looking for excuses to drag the re
into a tension that creates chaos in the last days
Trump presidency.”

Hidai Zilberman, an Israeli army spokesman, rece
told Saudi Arabia’s Elaph news outlet that Israel
tracking Iranian movements around the region,
Israeli submarines were quietly “sailing everywhere

Earlier this month, the U.S. military sent two B-5
bombers to the Middle East on a short-notice mis:
It also moved the USS Nimitz aircraft carrier back

feltrapidly spread, making the country one of the hardestOf course, he continued, “in the first stage, we cannc

we are seeing women making progress fast ofl thecontracted the virus and over 54,000 have lost theitn remarks on Sunday, Iran’s health minister said th

Ebtekar said these achievements could be dlle totighter social restrictions, the new cases and deattelling on the researchers not to become dishearten

ly by the United States, which have hampered its accessltmestically-produced vaccine is much better than vacdin

Armenia, lran FN
Regional Securit

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN — Armenian Foreign Minister Ara Aivazian
on Monday had a telephone conversation with Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Armenia informed.

The agenda on bilateral and regional cooperation was

discussed during the talk.

The interlocutors touched also upon regional

security and stability issues. In this context, the
mprospects of cooperation to address new regional
enhallenges were outlined.

In addition, Zarif extended Iran’s condolences on the
naaslialties of the war in Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh),
wiEod wished support to the Armenian people.

The interlocutors stressed the importance of
tidarther intensifying Armenian-Iranian interactions
atahd dialogue, and reaffirmed their readiness to
edexpen close cooperation.

. lran Army Re
Foill Any Possi

> TEHRAN (IP) - In a meeting with members of
the National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission, the Deputy Chief of the Army for
Coordination stressed the full readiness of the
four forces of the Army of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to decisively repel any possible threat
against the country.
¢ On Monday, Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari
hlattended the National Security and Foreign Policy
ti(Commission of the Parliament and met with members
of the commission.
°" The need to review and upgrade the army budget
in the credit lines of the next Iranian year budget
(starting on March 21) and the government’'s
obligation to prioritize the defense budget of
the armed forces were among the main topics of
the meeting.

A comparative study of the ranks allocated to the
army in this year’s and 1400 budget was also discussed
during a meeting between Haj Babaei, the head of the
parliament's program and budget commission, and
NRear Admiral Sayyari.

During these meetings, Rear Admiral Sayyari also
explained the most important activities of the Army of
. the Islamic Republic of Iran in the operational,

on

X
I

.intelligence, and strategic fields and stressed the full
Areadiness of the four Army forces to decisively foil any
possible threat against Islamic Iran.

In this meeting, Brigadier General Massoud
Moghaddas, Deputy Chief of the Army for Planning
and Budget also accompanied Admiral Sayyari.
al

'

» Envoy Warns of Isr
~Sow Discord betwee

o\TEHRAN (Tasnim) — The head of Interests Section of
the Islamic Republic in Egypt slammed the Zionist
regime as the common enemy of the Muslim world,
saying the U.S. and Israel seek to create division
between Iran and Arab countries.

In remark on Sunday, Nasser Kan'ani urged vigilance
against the U.S.-Israeli policy of fomenting division
and hostility between Iran and the Arab world.

“The interests of Iran and the Arab world would
not be fulfilled with such confrontation,” the Iranian
> diplomat added.
re He also emphasized that the Zionist regime has been

founded on the basis of hostility towards the Islamic
cand Arab world and will never be considered as a friend
heof the Arab states.
v¢ Highlighting the long history of interaction,
ncivilizational exchanges, and cultural commonalities

between Iranians and Arabs, Kan’ani said the Islamic

“Due to the special storage conditions of this vacciheanniversary of General Soleimani.”

joirit will be transferred to the country soon in coordinatipr He said, “The Iranian Army strongly believes in the nee
auowith the Ministry of Health,” he informed. honor that dear martyr and explain and propagate his p
ear. This is while Head of Scientific Committee of Nationglas an influential personality, who will be remembered
as Coronavirus Combat and Prevention Headquarters jsélasting model for Islamic Iran and other freedom-seeke
alerton Monday that the Iranian coronavirus vaccine produgethe world. In this regard, he added, “The honorary Ord
by seven knowledge-based companies will enter |trSacrifice of the Army will be awarded to Martyr Soleiman
tralhuman phase by February. Taghikhani hailed the unique role of Gene
ek Dr. Mostafa Ghanei said that seven Iranian compahicSoleimani in the victory of the Resistance Front aga
nd producing the COVID-19 vaccine are running under the striterrorist groups, saying the Army will have widespre
in supervision of the Biotechnology Development Headquafeprograms on his martyrdom anniversary to ra
of the Vice-Presidency for Science and Technology. awareness about the country’s battle against terrori

the Persian Gulf along with other warships.

U.S. naval and air assets, meanwhile, conducted
exercises with the Royal Saudi Air Force and Royal S
Navy in the Persian Gulf, the fifth such exercise this y

The Politico website cited a military official
saying that the US military was on heightened &
and shoring up its forces in the Middle East.

Gen. Frank McKenzie, the head of US Cen
Command (CENTCOM), said, “We do not se
conflict, but we must remain postured 3
committed to respond to any contingency o
opposition to any aggression.”

tRepublic has proved over the past four decades that it
tfavors regional cooperation and attaches significance to
sthe security of its neighbors.

His comments came after Egyptian diplomat
rand director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina,
"Mostafa el Feki, implied in a recent interview
athat Iran and the Zionist regime are the enemies
nof the Arab countries.

¢ Iran maintains that its foreign policy is based upon
siconstructive interaction with the Muslim, Arab and
rneighboring countries.
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National Security Relie
On Economic Power
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Trade Opporn
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IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 26.29 owenbei203 Chamber of Commerce,
Industry, Mine and;

Agriculture (TCCIMA)
is to hold an online
meeting to review the®¥.
trade opportunities and capacities of Iran and Oman.

The international affairs department of ICCIMA
announced that the webinar on the Iran-Oman Trade
Opportunities will be held on Monday, January 11.

The webinar will be held in presence of chairman of
Iran-Oman Joint Chamber and representatives of some

TEHRAN — Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade believes the
national security depends on economic power and announced
the readiness of the ministry for arrival of the big and capable
companies into the social responsibilities.

= @ w IWIDRD

Addressing the 5th International Conference of Industrial Management on Mon

Alireza Razm Hosseini pointed to the root culture of development, saying that type o ) ] ) ; ) = . =
of approach of officials and executives in the country regarding the issue bfe minister also said that economic power will lead to protection of social and hurpepvincial chambers and business activists.

development is effective in the all-out growth of the country. assets, elites, public satisfaction and playing more roles in the region and the world. T_he meeting is to review the ways for easing the
He emphasized the attention to the update indicators of the world in the field Razm Hosseini added that the country has provided good infrastructures and|tcathigal of Iranian markets into Oman market. _
development, stipulating that the approach of officials and executives for reacBitgy the country should make the most of its human and social assets, and econdpegpite the U.S. re-imposition of sanctions against the Islamic
deve|opment’ progress and development should be drastica"y Changed’ noting thaqug] should be dynamIC .and to this end, the approaches Should be Changgc. Republl(;, Oman is gettmg closer to Iran both pOlltlca"y and
emphasis of the Holy Islam in the very field of development underscores this point. He also urged the organizers of the conference to put on its agenda for its eedomically. There is also the same approach adopted by Iran,
Razm Hossein said that national security depends on economic power, addm@@ﬁﬁpnthe Supreme Leader’s Statement on the Second Step of the Revolutic nz_i_s Iranian Companlgs now prefer. to conduct trade with Oman
economic power depends on the inflation rate, growth of per capita production, aHie minister noted that the company is to take advantage of capacities and cap abititiees than the United Arab Emirates (UAE), given that the
fair distribution of wealth among the people, adding that that fair distribution @200 famous and successful companies for balanced development in the county &tEits highly complying with the sanctions. _
wealth in fact indicates equal opportunities for generating the wealth and job. |S_0!'1 the age_nda. Razm Hosseini re_ltEIfated that people_’s livelihood is the priority|of tign |.S somehow replacing some of |tS. previous
He also said indicators of life expectancy’ amount of cultural production, Soailgﬂstry. and it works for abL.lndant d|Str|bU.t|0n of gOOdS in the market. ) Strat?gﬂz. trade pal’tnel’s such as UAE with Oman,
security, providing infrastructures, communications and communication networkde said in recent months in the production sector, the country has witnessed gremtisidering the Sultanate as an economic-trade hub.
and food security are of the other parameters for attaining economic power. in production of some commodities like home appliances and vehicles. OVe.r the past year, there have been many megtlngs and
negotiations between trade and economic officials from
the state-run and private sectors of the two sides with the
aim of strengthening and expanding bilateral trade ties.

P

Gov't Divests Shares in
State Companies to Fund
Direct Cash Subsidies

Unemployment in Home Appliance Industry Falls

TEHRAN (MNA) - The spokesman of Iran’s Home Appliances Manufacturers Union said with foreign com
leaving the country’s home appliance market the production of domestic companies has increased
unemployment rate in this sector has significantly declined.

While it was expected that the home appliance industry, like some other industries, would suffer from the effe:
Coronavirus pandemic and the U.S. sanctions, the inauguration of several new projects in this industry showe
industry is expanding strongly and moving forward, Hamidreza Qaznavi said on Monday. “The sanctions not o
failed to curb production, but they have also created unique opportunities for this industry,” Qaznavi said.

The official noted that before the sanctions, foreign companies held more than 60 percent of the country'statesdals for production units following the new
appliance market, which had significantly weakened domestic industries and created serious employment proldlamguncements of the government’s Economic

He further mentioned some of the problems that the producers are facing in this industry, saying: “TheHeaifquarters, production has grown over 20 percent in
problem of the production sector these days, despite all the efforts of the Central Bank, is the supply and all@&&ionits with high value-added products.
of foreign currency, and if this issue is resolved the employment problems will also be solved.” Mehdi Sadeqi Niaraki, who is the deputy minister for the

Following the re-imposition of the U.S. sanctions, most of the major international home applidndastrial affairs, said the new announcements of the
manufacturers — mainly Asian brands — that were enjoying Iran’s 80-million market suddenly gave in tgayesnment's Economic Headquarters have reduced the
U.S. pressures and left Iran. This has created a good opportunity for domestic companies to take|opeabléms of production units for the supply of raw materials,
this regard, domestic home appliance manufacturers started a new movement to push for more prpdunctihese units achieved good results as they can supply raw
on one hand and to indigenize the knowledge for producing high-tech components and parts used mathiils through imports in exchange for exports.
industry, on the other hand, to cut off reliance on foreign sources. Supporting production units is a major policy of Iranian

According to the data released by Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry, manufacturing of walslgengrnmentin this Iranian calendar year (begins on March 20),
machines in Iran increased 58.2 percent during the first eight months of the current Iranian calendawlyielais named the year of “Surge in Production”.

| (March 20-November 20), compared to the same period of time in the past year, while the productiofhef acting head of Iran Small Industries and Industrial
for refrigerators and freezers increased by 29.2 percent. Parks Organization (ISIPO) has recently announced that

Hanies

:Production
r Rises Ovel

nISFEl—&{RA'N (MNA) - The deputy industry, mining and
trade minister announced that with the supply of raw

ZR\Z)

TEHRAN (PressTV) - The government will s
its stakes in major state-run companies to pa

cash subsidies targeting tens of millionsMof oo | 1,170 idle industrial units have been revived in the
people as the country introduces various scheines 3 country during the first nine months of the current
to mitigate the economic impacts of the Iran FOFEIgﬂ Trade GI’OWS MOnth-On-MOnth Iranian calendar year (March 20-December 20).

Asghar Mosaheb said that reviving the mentioned
units has created jobs for 19,446 persons.

coronavirus pandemic.
h

During a Cabinet session on Sunday,
administrative of President Hassan Rou
decided to divest its remaining shares in se
major oil, manufacturing and investme

he TEHRAN (MNA) — Iran’s non-oil foreign trade stood $1.08 billion, followed by Irag with 1.48 million tons wort
ani at $7.37 billion in the ninth calendar month that end8568 million, the UAE with 1.5 million tons worth
en December 20, said the spokesman of the Islanm$&64 million, Turkey with 333,000 tons worth $235 millig
t Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).  and Afghanistan with 526,000 tons worth $199 million.

According to the official, there are over 46,000 small
nand medium-sized industrial units in Iran’s industrial
parks and zones, of them about 9,200 units are inactive.

companies, a move which is expected
generate 435 trillion rials (over $1.7 billio
in new finances.

The semi-official ISNA news agency said t
the shares will be sold off to the Saderat, Mé
and Tejarat banks, where majority of shares
owned by private shareholders.

The state-run companies subject to the
divestment plan include four refineries in
cities of Tehran, Tabriz, Esfahan and Ba
Abbas as well as the National Investm
Company of Iran, HEPCO Machineries &
Iran Transfo.

to According to Ruhollah Latifi, the figure indicates a 17% Iran's top exporters during the same month wi
) or $1.07 billion jump compared with the foreign trade it€hina with 354,000 tons worth $1.03 billion, the U

the preceding month (22 October — 20 November). with 506,000 tons worth $854 million, Turkey wit|
at  The monthly export, during the month to Decembe316,000 tons worth $367 million, India with 212,0
at 20, reached $3.66 billion and imports stood at $3.%8ns worth $229 million and Germany with 27,000 t
are billion, registering a respective jump of 13.5% andf goods worth $160 million.

20.5% compared with the preceding month. Iran’s foreign trade during the nine months of t
ew China was Iran’s top exports destination during the nintturrent fiscal year (March 20 — December 20) reac
e lranian month, with 2.47 million tons worth 110 million tons worth $52 billion.

« Reforming Budget Structure Paves

sre Industry, Mining, and Trade Ministry was initially

Eplanning to revive 1,500 idle units in the current year,
but then it revised its programs to revive 2,000 units.

0

N

€

« Over 300,000 T
Banana Imported |

,JEHRAN MNA) - Iran has imported 308,970 tons of banana,
¢worth $210.32 million during the first nine months of gh
current Iranian calendar year (March 20-December 20),

he TEHRAN (IP) - The spokesman of the Economic Commission of Iran’s Islamic Consultative Assembly saiaccording to the spokesman of the Islamic Republic of Iran
reformation of the budget structure for the Iranian year of 1400 (starting on March 21, 2021) would practicalCustoms Administration (IRICA).
to achieving other economic goals. Ruhollah Latifi said the nine-month import equals the
by Mehdi Toghyani emphasized the need to reform the budget structure of the country, adding that reducing|irwhole imports of this product in the past year.

in the economy is related to reforming the budget structure, but in any case, the next year’s budget is inflat As the IRICA has announced, Iran’s non-oil imports

Toghyani said that one of the important tasks of the parliament is to reduce the country’s big budget defistood at 25 million tons valued at $26.8 billion during

h that the government should get help from the central bank, sell bonds, and depend on oil to cover the budgetthe first nine months of this year.

which all are inflationary. He stated that in the next year’s budget, the sale of 300,000 billion Tomans | As reported, the country’s top five sources of imports
re had been envisaged and the dependence on oil had increased, which must be adjusted to reduce the budgduring this period were China with $7 billion, the UAE
ed The spokesman of the Economic Commission of the Iranian parliament went on to say that if the budget with $6.3 billion, Turkey with $3 billion, India with $1.6
divestment, some 145 trillion rials (nearly $3¥0 was realized in the parliament with the support of the government, a part of people’s livelihood problems ibillion, and Germany with $1.6 billion worth of imports.
million), would be allocated to the direct cagh be solved in the next year and 1400 would be a better year for the people. The price of banana in the market has soared in recent

subsidy scheme and the rest would be use@ to days as some have blamed the officials for imposing
< |ran Talks Annual Smuggled Clot

reimburse government debts to the t ‘restriction on imports of banana. Some also believe that

privately-owned banks. officials by imposing restrictions are to bolster the

The three banks are supposed to deposifitheTEHRAN (ILNA) - Out of $20 billion smuggled smuggled into the country, which is a high ancdomestic production of banana.

funds owed to the government for the divestnient goods entered into Iran annually, over $6 billion isvorrying figure,” Iranian Member of Parliament An official in the Agriculture Ministry has recently

in four monthly installments to an accodlint the share of textiles and clothing which means aboAti Jeddi said. said that the domestic production capacity of bananas

owned by lIran's Organization of Target@d 30 percent of the total smuggling of goods, theHe went on to say that smuggling has decreased slighas well as other tropical fruits is higher than the current

Subsidies, the body responsible for distribuflihg deputy chairman of the Industries Commission of theith the rise of the foreign exchange rate but we are njolevels. “The Agriculture Ministry is prepared to grant
Iranian Parliament said. concerned about the smuggling of second-handed clothiincentives, bank facilities and subsidies to help farmers

“Clothing smuggling ranks third among the good&om Europe at a lower price. produce these fruits,” he said.

The decision comes nearly a month after
Iranian parliament ratified a motion obligi
Rouhani’'s government to pay $2.25 billion
direct cash handouts to people most affecte
the spread of the coronavirus.

The motion went into law after being ratifi
by Iran’s Guardians Council, the body wh
vets parliamentary legislations.

The ISNA report said, however, that just m
than a third of the funds generated by the plal

monthly benefits in the country.
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Brazil Vice President Tests
Positive for Coronavirus

RIO DE JANEIRO (Reuters) -Hamilton Mouréo, Brazil's vice presidg
has tested positive for the coronavirus, his office said on Sunday,
the country registered 344 new COVID-19 deaths. \
Mourédo, President Jair Bolsonaro’s deputy, is the latest in a long line of senior Brazilian officials to cont
virus. Bolsonaro, a prominent coronavirus skeptic, was infected in July, and recovered.
In a statement, Mour&o’s office said he tested positive on Sunday afternoon, and that he will isolate in
his official residence.

Man Charged in lllinois
Shooting That Killed 3

WINNEBAGO (Dispatches) - A U.S. serviceman from Florida has b
charged in a shooting at an lllinois bowling alley in which three pe
were killed and three others wounded, authorities have said.
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J Hanley said Duke Webb, 37, has
aghi§ed with three counts of murder and three counts of first-degree atte
murder in the shooting at Don Carter Lanes, in Rockford, on Saturday eve....
Jaebb was taken into custody shortly after the shooting at about 7pm (01 OO GMT on Sunday) Rockford poli
chief Dan O’Shea said at a news conference on Sunday morning.

And Spen

PALM BEACH (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trurf
on Sunday signed into law a $2.3 trillion pandemic
and spending package, restoring unemployment be
to millions of Americans and averting a federal government shutdown in a crisis of his own making.

Trump, who leaves office on Jan. 20 after losing November’s election to President-elect Joe Biden, backed dc
from his earlier threat to block the bill, which was approved by Congress last week, after he came under intel
pressure from lawmakers on both sides.

The Republican president, who golfed on Sunday and remained out of public view even as the government cr
loomed, had demanded that Congress change the bill to increase the size of stimulus checks for strugg
Americans to $2,000 from $600 and also cut some other spending.

It was not immediately clear why Trump, who has refused to concede defeat to Biden, changed his mind
the stimulus package. His resistance had threatened to inject further chaos into the final stretch of his preside

After signing the bill behind closed doors at his beachside club, Trump sought to put the best face on his cIimb—down, sa

Several Soldiers Killed by Gunm

strong megsage that Fakes clearff
ISLAMABAD (Dispatches) - At least seven soldiers were killed in an a

e
“Much more money is
ttackoming,” he insisted in a
by unidentified gunmen in southwestern Pakistan, the military said. statement, though he provided
The assailants attacked a security post in Balochistan province’s Harhathing to back this promise.
district early on Sunday, the military’s media wing, the Inter Services PublicAnd with less than a month
Relations (ISPR), said in a statement. left in office, Trump is
Senior police officer Shawli Tareen gave a slightly higher death toll than tiexpected to gain little or no
army, saying that during the exchange of fire, six paramilitary personngl atiéction with lawmakers to
two private guards were killed. make changes.

He said six other soldiers were critically wounded in the attack. White House officials have
The attackers fled the scene and made their way into the mountainous terkegien  tight-lipped about
before other security teams could arrive to assist, Tareen said. Trump’s thinking but a source
The attack on the Frontier Corps comes a day after a bomb exploded netarailiar with the situation said
football field, killing two spectators and wounding another six in Pahjgusome advisers had urged him
district in southwestern Balochistan. to relent because they did not

No group has so far claimed responsibility for either attack. see the point of refusing.
Similar attacks in the past have been claimed by separatist groups in the aréemocrats have long been on
Other armed groups also operate in the region. board with the $2,000 payments
Balochistan, which shares borders with both Afghanistan and Iran, git many Republicans have
Pakistan’s largest and most volatile province.
It faces a multifaceted threat from several armed groups, includin
Taliban and other movements seeking the province’s secession from P

opposed it, making it unlikely that
g thee figure will be revised upwards

Other targets of the groups include projects initiated by China un
$62bn investment plan are common.

AgCCIe
CDAID 19

WARSAW (Reuters) - Europe roIIed out a huge COVID-19 vaccmatlon drive on Sunday to try to rein in
coronavirus pandemic but many Europeans are sceptical about the speed at which the vaccines have be
and approved and reluctant to have the shot.

The European Union has secured contracts with a range of drugmakers including Pfizer and BioNTech, Mode
AstraZeneca, for a total of more than two billion doses and has set a goal for all adults to be inoculated next yeal

But surveys have pointed to high levels of hesitancy towards inoculation in countries from France to Polan
many used to vaccines taking decades to develop, not just months.

“l don't think there’s a vaccine in history that has been tested so quickly,” Ireneusz Sikorski, 41, said
stepped out of a church in central Warsaw with his two children. “I am not saying vaccination shouldn't be |
place. But | am not going to test an unverified vaccine on my children, or on myself.”

Surveys in Poland, where distrust in public institutions runs deep, have shown fewer than 40% of people plannin

akisyeile Trump is in office.
der Many economists agree the
financial aid in the bill should be

vaccinated, for now. On Sunday, only

half the medical staff in a Warsa
hospital where the country’s first shqt

i _ Nashville Blast Suspect Died
was administered had signed up.

significantly in Pakistan in rece
years, after the country’s army pus
back armed groups in a series

Violence, however, has declin
In Explosion

ed higher to get the economy
nt moving again but say that
hed immediate support for Americans
of hit by coronavirus lockdowns is

In Spain, one of Europe’s hardest-Hit NASHVILLE (Reuters) - The 63-year-old suspect in theagency where he had worked on computers.
countries, German, a 28-year-old singel bombing that rocked Nashville on Christmas morning wasThe owner of Fridrich & Clark Realty, Steve Fridri
and music composer originally fronmp Kkilled in the blast that destroyed his motor home and damagdett! the Tennessean newspaper that for four or five
Tenerife, also plans to wait for now. more than 40 businesses, authorities said on Sunday. Warner had come into the office roughly once a mor |t

“No one close to me has had FBI forensic experts matched DNA samples recoverguiovide computer consulting services, until this mi 1th
(COVID-19). I'm obviously not| from the scene to that of Anthony Q. Warner, whosghen Warner told the company in an email that he w il
saying it doesn’t exist because lots pf home in nearby Antioch was searched on Saturday by longer be working for them. He gave no reasqn
people have died of it, but for now | federal agents. “We've come to the conclusion that atcording to Fridrich.
wouldn’t have it (the vaccine).” individual named Anthony Warner is the bomber and he'He seemed very personable to us — this is quite

A Christian Orthodox bishop in| was present when the bomb went off and that he peristwiccharacter | think,” Fridrich told the newspaper. | ANKARA (Dispatches)
Bulgaria, where 45% of people have in the bombing,” Donald Cochran, U.S. Attorney for the Nashville Mayor John Cooper said on CBS News' “FageTurkey’'s defence minister saig
said they would not get a shot arjd Middle District of Tennessee, told a news conference. the Nation” program on Sunday that local officials feft that any attack by easte
40% plan to wait to see if any Officials said it was too early in the investigation tdhere had to be some connection between the bombing|ahdbyan renegade militar
negative side effects appeal, discuss the suspect's motives. the AT&T Inc building. Damage to the switching centgr commander Khalifa Haftar on its personnel in the North African country
compared COVID-19 to polio. Warner’s motor home, parked on a downtown street afas so extensive that AT&T teams had to drill access hglegould be met with force.

“Myself, | am vaccinated agains| Tennessee’s largest city, exploded at dawn on Fridayjo the wreckage to connect generators to critigal “A war criminal, murderer Haftar and his supporters must know that they
everything | can be,” Bishop Tihon tol§ moments after police responding to reports of gunfirquipment, as well as pump three feet of water from fhavill be seen as a legitimate target in case of any attack on Turkish forces”
reporters after getting his shot, standific noticed it and heard music and an automated messagsement. The company said in a statement on Sunday| thiat his troops, Hulusi Akar said in an address to Turkish units in Tripoli late
alongside the health minister in Sofia.| emanating from the vehicle warning of a bomb. it made “significant progress” overnight and had restorpdn Saturday and made available to the media on Sunday.

He spoke about anxiety over polip The explosion in the heart of America’s countrypower to four floors of the building. His comments come days after Haftar said his self-styled Libyan National
before vaccination became available music capital injured three people and damagedAT&T said it was aiming to restore all its wirelesg Army (LNA) would “prepare to drive out the occupier by faith, will and
in the 1950s and 1960s. businesses including an AT&T switching centerservice by the end of Sunday. weapons”, referring to the Turkish troops operating in support of Libya’s

“We were all trembling in fear off disrupting mobile, internet and TV services across“As of now, 96% of our wireless network ig United Nations-recognised Government of National Accord (GNA).
catching polio. And then we wer¢ central Tennessee and parts of four other states. restored, 60% of our business services are restofed, If they take such a step, they will be unable to find any place to flee to,”
overjoyed,” he said. “Now, we havg As investigators followed up on hundreds of tipgnd 86% of our consumer broadband and entertainmedtkar said, referring to Haftar’s forces.
to convince people. It's a pity.” from members of the public, they searched Warner&rvices are restored”, AT&T Communications Chi¢f “Everyone should come to their senses.”

The widespread hesitancy does rot home on Saturday and visited a Nashville real estdfsecutive Jeff McElfresh sa Turkish support for the GNA earlier this year helped repel a 14-month
appear to take into account the scientifi : : : 7 1 offensive against the capital by Haftar, who is backed by Russia, Egypt and

developments in recent decades. the United Arab Emirates. The two sides struck a ceasefire agreement in

The traditional method of creatin October, setting the stage for elections at the end of next year.
vaccines — introducing a weakened Akar on Saturday made an unscheduled visit to Tripoli where he
dead virus, or a piece of one, discussed, according to Libyan officials, military cooperation between
stimulate the body’s immune syste Ankara and the GNA. Turkey’s defence minister said political talks based
— takes over a decade on avera on the ceasefire sought to find a solution.
according to a 2013 study. On “What matters here is that everyone should contribute to a political
pandemic flu vaccine took over eigh solution. Any action other than that would be wrong,” he added.
years while a hepatitis B vaccine wg Haftar had said there would be “no peace in the presence of a coloniser
nearly 18 years in the making. on our land” in his speech on Thursday.

Moderna’s vaccine, based on th Al Jazeera’s correspondent Mahmoud Abdel Wahed, reporting from the
so-called messenger ribonucleic ac Libyan capital Tripoli, said a senior Egyptian delegation including the
(mRNA) technology, went from gené country’s defence minister and intelligence chief deputies were in the city
sequencing to the first huma to meet government officials. “Regional players are pushing for a peaceful
injection in 63 days. solution instead of a military one,” Abdel Wahed said.

offensives near the border. still urgently needed.
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marble 1 S, J,8 p:g
green yard SPei yar
Fully Furn Fully Furn

Farmanieh ($2200) 220sq.m, 3bdrs, S/p, S, J, pkg, & F.F
Zateranieh ($2600) 300sq.m, 3bdrs, S/p, S, J, pkg, 8 F.F
Gheitarieh ($1800) 180sq.m, 3bdrs, S$/p, S, J, pkg, & F.F
Kamranieh ($3000) 300sq.m, 4bdrs, S$/p, S, J, pkg, & F.F

Cell: +989121907875
Elahieh Apt ($1700) Shanon_tari@yahoo.com Tajrish Office ($4000)
200sq.m, 3bdrs, S/p, F.F Tel : 88510081 50sq.m, pkg, balcony, & New
Fax : 88506474

Don't Waste Your Time

Visit our website to choose your desired rental Properties
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FRANKFURT (Reuters) - German luxury carmaker BMW is planning to step up its production
of electric vehicles, Chief Executive Oliver Zipse told German daily Augsburger Allgemeine.

BMW Aims for 20% of Its Vehicle4 1-Be-eleftit-yr-202a: == o

BMW wants roughly every fifth car it sells to be powered by an electric engine by 2023,
Zipse said, compared to about 8% this year.

Pakistan’s Trade
With Africa Reaches
$4.18b in 2019-20

ISLAMABAD (Dispatches) - Adviser

to Pakistan Prime Minister on

Commerce and Investment Abdul

Razak Dawood on Sunday said

Pakistan’s trade with African countries

touched US $ 4.18 billion in 2019-20,

which was increased by seven percent as compared to the previous year (2018-19).

As a result of Pakistan’s new engagement with African countries through “Look Africa
Campaign” started by government of Pakistan, despite Covid-19 pandemic, exports to Afric:
increased by seven percent in 2019-20 from $1.38 billion in 2018-19 to $ .48 billion in 2019-
20, the Advisor told APP.

The Advisor said total trade with Africa has increased from $ .19 billion in 2016-17 to $4.18
billion_in 2019-20. Replying to a query on the surge in trade with African countries, he said

a%n’s trade with Africa remained stagnant at US $ three billion per year for last few year
but because of government’s trade policies with Africa, now multilateral trade with African
region crossed the mark of $4 billions.

He added that main reason of the low trade volume was low level of engagement o
cPadtstan with Africa. Razak Dawood said traditionally, rice has been our top export to Kenye
e dther African countries.

However, “we are planning to enhance exports of Pharmaceuticals, Surgical goods an
inggudutBngineering and Electronic products including Tractors and Agricultural

implements, two and three wheelers, Commercial and Domestic Fans, Water pumps ar
, fdekttiheal Machinery and equipment etc”.

He said there was a lot of potential of these products

China’s Industrial Firms See 15.5% RiGfitrGrowtiiindove

Policy” of Ministry of Commerce, “We are taking
BEIJING (Dispatches) - China’s industrial firms reported a seventh straight month of profif gafliferent initiatives including six new Commercial
in November, supported by strong production and sales, as the recovery from the Clovidadions have been opened in Algeria, Egypt, Ethiopia,
downturn continued. Senegal, Sudan and Tanzania, in addition to four existing
Profits in the month rose 15.5 per cent year on year to 729.3 billion yuan (US$111.9 billion), easjng ff@mmercial Sections in Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria and
October’s three-year high of 28.2 per cent, according to figures released on Sunday by the Natiorjal BEgehuAfrica, to cover top ten economies of Africa”.
of Statistics (NBS). He informed that ‘Look Africa Trade Forums’ have
China’s industrial sector has rebounded well from the shock of the pandemic, with factories fampg& organized in all major cities of Pakistan to create
up production to meet demand overseas. Factory-gate prices, a gauge for profitability, fell I[pssawaneness among business community of Pakistan
expected last month. about potential of African markets.
The slower growth in November was mainly due to a higher base a year earlier, said Zhu |Hond;i&aadded that establishment of bilateral linkages with
statistician at the NBS. major African countries was underway.
“Profits at some traditional industries have showed improvement. With the approach of the heating season

ggn;:irédirf]o; csct)e?tler:ggnrti.sen and prices have increased, leading to an accelerated recovery in the cpal M O rOCCO ,S P | ed g e tO R‘
Suggests Economic

South Korea Sleepwvwal
INnto Virus Crisis

SEOUL (Dispatches) - South Korea had seemed to be winning the fight against the coronavirus: Quickly ramping up its testing, col
and quarantine efforts paid off when it weathered an early outbreak without the economic pain of a lockdown. But a deadly res
reached new heights during Christmas week, prompting soul-searching on how the nation sleepwalked into a crisis.

The 1,241 infections on Christmas Day were the largest daily increase. Another 1,132 cases were reported Saturday, bri
Korea'’s caseload to 55,902.

Over 15,000 were added in the last 15 days alone. An additional 221 fatalities over the same period, the deadliest stret
death toll to 793.

As the numbers keep rising, the shock to people’s livelihoods
deepening and public confidence in the government erodif |
Officials could decide to increase social distancing measures|
maximum levels on Sunday, after resisting for weeks.

Tighter restrictions could be inevitable becauss
transmissions have been outpacing efforts to expaj
hospital capacities.

In the greater Seoul area, more facilities have beg
designated for COVID-19 treatment and dozens of gener
hospitals have been ordered to allocate more ICUs for vir
patients. Hundreds of troops have been deployed to help w
contract tracing.

At least four patients have died at their homes or long-ter
care facilities while waiting for admission this month, saig
Kwak Jin, an official at the Korea Disease Control an
Prevention Agency. The agency said 299 among 16,5
active patients were in serious or critical condition.

“Our hospital system isn't going to collapse, but the crush i
COVID-19 patients has significantly hampered our response
said Choi Won Suk, an infectious disease professor at t|
Korea University Ansan Hospital, west of Seoul.

Choi said the government should have done more
prepare hospitals for a winter surge.

“We have patients with all kinds of serious ilinesses at ot
ICUs and they can't share any space with COVID-1{the 7.5 per cent decline in the first 10 months.
patients, so it's hard,” Choi said. “It's the same medical sta| Private sector profits grew 1.8 per cent in the year through November, up from 1.1 per cen
that has been fighting the virus for all these months. ThergJanuary-October period.
an accumulation of fatigue.” The industrial profit data covers large firms with annual revenue of more than 20 million yuan from their main d

Critics say the government of President Moon Jae-i
became complacent after swiftly containing the outbreak this spring=thet

W?ﬁecgggﬁgeigstﬁgvzoﬁrgzgirissctsrrgdcriitgkgfo?gﬁt%ilrjlé economic concerns eMJgtnam’s 2020 Economlc GrOWth S||pS tO BO'Year I.OW

Coal industry profits rose by 9.1 per cent in November, the first increase this year.

“Industrial profits are expected to maintain double-digit growth over the next few months, driven
base effects, domestic economic recovery, improvements in overseas demand and the rebound in
prices benefiting the upstream sector,” Zhou Maohua, an analyst at China Everbright Bank, said.

Industrial firms’ profits for the January-November period rose 2.4 per cent year on year, accelerafi
0.7 per cent growth for the first 10 months.

Earnings at China’s state-owned industrial firms fell 4.9 per cent for January-November, narrow!

by
Com

public health when vaccines are at least months away. Officials had Fased

social distancing rules to their lowest in October, allowing high-risk velIEHANOI (Reuters) - Vietnam’s economic pandemic, natural disasters and a sluggis
like clubs and karaoke rooms to reopen, although experts were warnin8l c(growth slowed this year to its weakest in aglobal economy, government data showe
viral surge during winter when people spend longer hours indoors. least three decades, buffeted by the COVID-16n Sunday.

Indonesia’s Economy to Improve Soon

after having posted gross domestic produc
growth above 7% for two consecutive
years, the General Statistics Office (GSO;
JAKARTA (Dispatches) - Indonesia’s economic situation is expected to improve soon, as the government is pref@ifignaa statement.
number of recovery plans, Coordinating Economic Minister Airlangga Hartanto has said. The country likely posted a trade surplus of
During a virtual discussion entitled “Outlook 2021: Wajah Indonesia Setelah Pandemi” (How Indonesia will look af@&t9H6 billion in the year the GSO said.
pandemic), Airlangga said he believed that the nation’s economy had started to pick up. Average consumer prices rose 3.23%.

“The signs are already here. The [COVID-19] vaccine’s arrival will increase the public’s confidence and sense of|seclfity, is the lowest GDP growth level in

which should lead them to restarting their activities. The economy is closely related to [people’s] mobility,” he addgdlecades. However, amid the negative

The minister claimed that Indonesia even managed to control the economic impact of the pandemic better than other G20 imapasigs of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is

Indonesia recorded a gross domestic product (GDP) drop of 3.5 percent year-on-year (yoy) in the July-Septempeppeiitared a success for Vietnam, with the

that sent the country into its first recession since the 1998 Asian financial crisis. The contraction however was lgsgregiérgate among the world’s highest,”
than the 5.3 percent yoy decline seen in the second quarter. the GSO said.

Despite the economic optimism, Airlangga assured the public that the government would prioritize health care, shyirg/@e successfully battled against the

it had allocated a large portion of the 2021 state budget for the nation’s health sector, including the national vaccinatiiié#ipel at the same time kept our econom)

“The government has allocated between Rp 63 trillion [US$4.4 billion] and Rp 73 trillion to support the vacg¢ig@@h The pandemic is more or less unde

program,” he said. control in Vietnam.”

In order to improve the economic situation, the government has also launched social protection programs to boopt pafble’strict quarantine and tracking
purchasing power. Airlangga explained the governmengasures, Vietnam quickly contained
had allocated Rp 48.8 trillion to assist the smagoronavirus outbreaks, allowing economic
enterprise sector in 2021. activity to rebound faster than in much of

Meanwhile, Finance Minister Sri Mulyani IndrawatiAsia. The country has recorded 1,440
said last week that the government projected a ¢sDeronavirus infections, with 35 deaths.
contraction of between 1.7 and 2.2 percent this yeaFhe processing and manufacturing industry
driven by shrinking household spending, whicerew 3.98%, remaining the main growth
accounts for more than half of Indonesia’s GDP. | driver for the economy, while services sectol

This figure was lower than the ministry[srose 2.34% and the agricultural sector was u
previous forecast in September, in which {h2.68%, the statement added. Exports an
government predicted an economic contraction &dreign investment were robust.

0.6 to 1.7 percent. For October to December, the economy grev

“We expect household spending to contract by arquAdt8% from a year earlier, the slowest rate fo
2.6 to 3.6 percent due to rising COVID-19 caseg & fourth quarter since at least 2011, the
December that triggered tighter restrictions,” Sri Mulypisitatistics office said. It revised third-quarter
said during a Dec. 21 virtual press briefing. growth to 2.69%, up from 2.62%.

RABAT (Dispatches) - Morocco pledged to soon
repay part of a $3 billion International Monetary
Fund credit facility, suggesting the kingdom’s
economy may have seen off the worst effects of the
pandemic and an acute drought.

Post-program monitoring may not be necessary for
the North African nation after it said it would “soon”
repurchase an unspecified part of the credit line it
drew on in April, the IMF said Wednesday in a
statement following its latest Article IV consultation.

The repurchase will be for $936 million and takes
effect Jan. 8, almost 30 months before the end of a
three-year grace period, the finance ministry said in a
statement. The move allows “an easing in future
sovereign financial obligations” and should “boost
investors’ confidence” in the economy, the ministry said.

Foreign currency holdings are projected to remain
at their current level equivalent of seven months of
import needs through the medium term, according
to the ministry statement.

It points to a potential turnaround for Morocco,
where major foreign-currency earners such as tourism
and exports, including to key market Europe, have
taken a hit this year. The situation prompted authorities
to raise record amounts of domestic and foreign debt,
including a $3 billion Eurobond.

The IMF said a steady flow of remittances sent by
Moroccan expatriates and lower imports helped
maintain official reserves at “an adequate level.”
It forecast the country’s gross domestic product will
rebound with 4.5% growth next year after a
projected 7.2% contraction in 2020.

External debt as part of GDP is projected to remain
around 39% over 2020-2025, versus 32.8% in 2019, the
IMF said. But the Washington-based lender also warned
that “exceptional uncertainty” surrounds its outlook and
authorities would need to continue supporting the
economy until recovery is “well-entrenched,” and then
resume fiscal consolidation.
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TEHRAN (IP)- The Managing Director of Tehran's Urbaramid the COVID-19 pandemic, especially pub
and Suburban Railway Operation Company announced tin@nsportation (metro).

b
TEhran S SUbway USGS AI use of artificial intelligence in its operating system to managefo implement social distancing and curb the outbre
. . smart social distancing amid the COVID-19 outbreak. he said, an artificial intelligence system was designed
For Smart D|StanC| ng Farnoush Nobakht said on Monday that the outbreak of thienultaneously collects information about the entra

coronavirus has made businesses face critical conditicarsd exit gates.

FROM PAGE 1

“We are not looking for tension, but we would defend
Iran’s national interests with all our might,” he said,
adding the Islamic Republic has given the message
it would hold “the U.S. and other plotters”
eg%)‘/nsible for any mischievous act against it.

LONDON (Dispatches) - The optimist, someone once said, proclaims that we liv€@mprehensive Economic Partnership, or RCEP, and the Comprehensive
the best of all possible worlds; the pessimist fears this is true. Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership, or CPTPP. It will contin - ; .
Anyone who hopes that 2021 will be an improvement will be disappointed. Fush back against China in the South China Sea and Mekong and on trad ﬁ)_zadﬁh said he hoped level h_eadslwould prz ail at
trajectory of developments within Southeast Asia and in the region’s relations wetthnology. But ASEAN is only instrumental in these efforts. The Bid rﬁe f |It§ oufsehover warrrcljon.g.erlng.eements fing
the U.S. and China will not shift substantively, at least not for the better. We willadtministration’s focus on rebuilding alliance relationships will relegate ASEAN ina akys i s Trulmp a _ml?llstratlonh b
well if things do not get worse. second-order concern unless ASEAN can muster the political will to act collective 1€ SPOKESPErson also se_ud that Iran as nev?j heen
Southeast Asia has managed the pandemic better than other regions, ercempport of U.S. objectives. B o resolve its issues in ad”‘“hef regllon QL I
Northeast Asia. But better is not well, and the virus has exposed serious failuresTbé next ASEAN Chair, Brunei, is a safe and experienced pair of hands. Bru qsun't?q States who has rlna = izlionel Sl i) Sy
governance in Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. Viable vaccines willubkely, however, to take ASEAN boldly forward. There is no appetite in ASEA shes_tc)) n:jsehcurlty aga(ljnst ran. ised b
rolled out during the year. But a vaccine is not a panacea for bad governdncéhis, except rhetorically. el % anlswere quehstl(f).nls dra:csfe by reprters
These countries will still struggle to avoid being overwhelmed. Biden’s nominations for National Security Adviser and Secretary of State gﬂi%r IR LB opment_mlt efneldo korelgn PO chy.
Nor can the danger of a second wave of infections in those Association of SoutBeasbned foreign policy hands, but they have no special experience of or connecti fi senior Iranian_diplomat spoke ?bOUt t r?
Asian Nation members that have managed the pandemic relatively well be discoulatesbutheast Asia. The nominated Secretary of Defense has no experience of AGA meleltlngl ‘JCPQA mhemper ;ountrles il ; €
As the pandemic drags on and fatigue sets in, new waves of infections are ligalgide the Middle East. ) ev<|a_, stat|hng i a(; 'E e el ef
Avoiding complacency and maintaining social discipline will be serious challengeone of them is likely to be very impressed by ASEAN'’s characteristica amlchRepu_t()jlc em% a:;]lzel e s O
particularly because we cannot forever remain closed to each other and the worldcdttt®us and incremental diplomacy in which form and process are as importa o edr St h?’ .afn : Ie clizar SEMTDN | Ly
economic costs are mounting and the final bill is far from being tallied. outcomes. They, like their Trump predecessors, will give priority to bilatefipcussed in this informal meeting. | ,
Some ASEAN countries could do well. If the pandemic speeds digitalization, thkationships with major friends and allies. Japan, Australia, South Korea and Indi response to a question about Mu_qtada aI-S drfs
more advanced economies like Singapore could steal a march on competitors netijusbntinue to receive more attention than ASEAN. ¢ a'?ﬂs tthlrﬁn shpu(ljd ot T gaﬂ 1D 21 [EEE ﬁ
in the immediate region, but globally. Other Southeast Asian countries could bendfie Biden'’s priority as president will be the domestic health and econofifffict W'tkt € Unllie Stakt]es elnlel L0 BRI o the
from the movement of companies out of China and elsewhere. consequences of the pandemic. He will face contradictory pressures from Repu ﬁ@gggt rocket aftacks on the Green Zone in Irag, he

[P~ =-

But these are possibilities not certainties. Much will depend on the abilityaod the progressive wing of his own party. What Biden will do to assuage the latte AUl | §a|d |33t w%ek Fhlat In our view, attackls on
governments to adapt quickly to expedite the business environment, plug gapsna a significant impact on Southeast Asia. Subcabinet posts for a secondary regio el and) el :entla . pr](cem_llg(_as are comph
hard and soft infrastructure, and nurture ecosystems of supporting industries. Awétieas ambassadorships could be sacrificed to political correctness. €jected. Iranian dip CTEie i acilities in lraq
same time, uncertainties in global supply chains cast doubt over the next phas@tw Biden administration will stress democratization and a return to Ame ip n attacked seve(rjal DTEE, laimed
ASEAN’s ambition of creating an economic community. values. These are vague terms. Handled clumsily, these issues will complic Gl UALGE El PorEpeo_ claime hareh

The key to success nationally and regionally is politics. Governments must resiations with ASEAN. But ASEAN cannot brush aside these concerns either. Unt emned and rejected, esald_, adding that the type,
economic nationalism. This has become harder as the pandemic enhances stressebatithsides find appropriate compromises on these issues as well as labor and ¢ Hméﬂg ank;jl con(tjent Of. SUCh claims and tweets are
every ASEAN member. It will take considerable effort to prevent this spilling overdeange, ASEAN should not take it for granted that President Biden will attend Cﬂi%s lonable and Suspiclous. | " :
relations between ASEAN members. The outlook is not conducive to easy optimism.East Asia Summit. He wants wins not liabilities. ¢ haV*? made our message clear, while \é"e ? notl

Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand face serious domestic political uncertainties. Do ASEAN should not overreact if the Biden administration fails to give it as mLﬁ:%EK .tensflon, we hderlend th? l;n”tekr]ests an dnalona
be surprised by surprises. Vietnam and Laos will hold Party Congresses in early 202fremitly as ASEAN believes it deserves. China will always loom large in Southeast REgunty of Iran W'L af our T;'g v, r? Sl b
will play for safety for some time after. The outlook for Myanmar and the Philippines-isas much as a concern as an opportunity and hence to be balanced as well as en ding to Khatibzadeh Iran has never
as always, uncertain, particularly in the latter which will hold presidential elections @nly the irredeemably corrupt or terminally naive take Beijing’s rhetoric abo
2022. Even in Singapore, a new generation of leaders must contain anti-foregpramunity of common destiny seriously. Even if not prepared to say so,
sentiment in the context of a political transition that looks likely to be delayed. ASEAN members understand that the U.S. presence in Southeast Asia is sti

The incoming Biden administration will talk more about ASEAN centrality. It masreplaceable element of any strategic balance and that balance is the essential
even speak less negatively about plurilateral trade agreements like the Regémmalition for comfortable engagement with China.

en

fiegign bases of insecurity against Iran.

FROM PAGE 1

Iraq AImS to BOOSt At the end of the meeting, Parliament’s Speaker

FROM PAGE 1 Mohammad Bager Qalibaf summarized what has
CrUde Export been discussed, stating that it will be announced

Capac|ty to 6m de An annual march to the holy Iragi city of Karbala, an event held in late summer which normally attracts millieomorrow before the parliament’s open sessjon.

of people, was cancelled this year because of fears over a mass spread of the virus. He noted that no voting took place in today’s
Adamnejad told the semi-official Fars news agency that Iraq had intended to hold its recent ban on passengentregéing, and all the members outlined their
from Iran for two weeks. agreement and disagreement.
A new variant of the coronavirus, which is believed to be much more infectious than its normal type, has be®@n Tuesday, 29th December 2020, the Budget
circulating in European countries since the middle of December. Integration Commission will vote on the 2021 budget
Iran has banned travel from the United Kingdom where the new variant was first reported by the scientistsbargl general points, and then the revenues |and
government authorities. expenses will be examined.

The results of the examinations will be referred
to the parliament session after two weeks. Still, if
the general points are rejected tomorrow, they will
FROM PAGE 1 be referred to the open session again immediately,
BAGHDAD (Dispatches) - Irag aims to increase he explained.
crude oil export capacity from its southern ports ta “In the last period before his assassination, his role and movement was highlighted a lot in Western media.

6 million barrels per day from the current 3.5 million| They usually do that before the assassination of anyone to show their people the significance of the man
barrels a day capacity, Karim Hattab, deputy| oil targeted. | was very concerned about him and | warned him about that,” Sayyed Nasrallah said, adding “I
minister for distribution affairs said in a statement. | miss him so much, | used to feel that we are one person”. FROM PAGE 1

Hattab said the increased capacity would be after|20Z2  “As for Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis, he was a great leader and resembled Hajj Qassem so much. He had a
and that the plan includes building 24 storage tanks. | major role in both victories against the U.S. and ISIL,” he further stated. Baharvand pointed to the West's attempt to resart to

In a statement, he revealed that “the ministry is kee| In parallel, Sayyed Nasrallah spoke about the strong relation Hajj Qassem had with all theman rights as pressure leverage on countries that
to expedite the completion and implementation of resistance factions in Palestine and his concern that these factions get all the support they negleyodo not have friendly ties with, noting that the
projects to develop oil warehouses in Al-Faw district resist the occupation, revealing that he was the one behind sending Kornet missiles to the resistaleseéern powers’ critical stance toward Iran comes
in Basra Governorate, which aim to enhance|an(in Gaza Strip.
maintain oil exports from southern ports.” “President Bashar Al-Assad bought “Kornet” missiles from the Russians, and they are the missiles

The deputy oil minister added that the ministry is/ used in July war. Hajj Qassem demanded that these missiles be sent to Gaza, and | proposed th
working on developing the Al-Faw oil depot. to President Assad who instantly approved,” his eminence explained, asserting that “I am not surprigebally accepted human rights principles need to

He indicated that “the aim is to raise the export cagacit with the Arab betrayal to the Palestinians because most of the Arab regimes have only been se
of the current system ranges from (3.5) million cuibic words to Palestine and have only used Iran as an excuse to normalize the relations with Israel, didsinspection of the principles at the international
meters to (6) million barrels per day after 2023.” took place because the Palestinian cause has become a burden on them. There is no excuse for dayelinehus, targeting certain countries and ignoring

Hattab stressed the need to “differentiate betyee to abandon Palestine.” others’ blatant human rights violations seem to
the export capacity available for the export system an|  As he considered that these countries have long had ties with Israel but were not made public, he assangsletely discriminatory.
the actual export determined by the ministry accoldin that this new peace deal is positive because it brought this hypocrisy to public and divided the lines. However, he accepted, there need to be some

to the requirements of the actual need in the futupe.”| “When lines are divided this means a great victory is on its way,” he said.
The ministry’s plans also aim to implement the maring In this context, Hezbollah SG stated that the relation between Hezbollah and Hamas is based omuhtber of misconducts by a few people in charge of

pipeline project from the Faw warehouse, he pointed|out, legitimacy of the resistance and the Palestinian cause despite the conflict that emerged between Damdea
In another context, the Head of the Internatipnal and Hamas due to the Syrian developments. The Islamic Republic of Iran believes in respecting

Monetary Fund (IMF) in Iraq, Tokhir Mirzoev welcomed | He further assured that the resistance axis is stronger than before and the Palestinian people haveimah rights as the main element to strengthen trust-

the Council of Ministers’ approval of a draft of the 2021 been influenced by the normalization treaties as they still stand firm and steadfast, praising the |jbinfding between the people and the government, he
Federal Budget Law and expressed the fund’s readirjess maneuvers between the resistance factions in Gaza. stated, noting that the observation of human rights
support reform efforts by the government. While his eminence expressed that the Palestinians of 1948 in the occupied territories wantwibeld help economic growth and security

liberation of Palestine more than anyone else, he stated that “as an Islamist, | find the stance oktheancement in every society.
Justice and Development Party in Morocco concerning normalization with Israelis more painful thaTihe states, which pay great attention to human
other stances”.

FROM PAGE 1 On Hajj Qassem’s role in Irag, Sayyed Nasrallah revealed that the Iraqi resistance factions who defesttesl aspects of life; therefore, the judiciary

ISIL were the ones who performed most of the operations that urged the U.S. to pull out if Iraq, uni#ystems play a key role in bolstering trust and
He expressed hope that after purchase of COVID-1¢ what media portrayed about Al-Qaeda being behind them. confidence in all countries, he said, reasoning that
vaccine, the country would be able to do more *“l assure to you that the Iragi resistance groups were the ones performing operations againstthéee is a direct link between the rule of law and

purchases and by revising the decision on joining th¢ occupation under the support of Al-Quds force led by Hajj Qassem Suleimani, and we were in contact witheconomic development.
FATF, Iranian banks could be delisted by the FATF. |them since then,” his eminence said, indicating that “4 800 suicide attacks were waged in Iraqg, while tire conclusion, Baharvand said that countries
Nezam Mafi went on to say that the country should resistance operations were very accurate and merely against the occupation”. should avoid interfering in other states’ internpal
work to remove some 18 Iranian banks from the FATE Hezbollah SG recalled the speech of Imam Khamenei in which he asserted that whoever ordereda#faéts, including issues related to judiciary
black list because even the U.S. under Joe Biden returi implemented the assassination of these two martyrs should be personally punished wherever he is, sgaoegdures, but they could exchange views in
to the JCPOA, the FATF woe will still remain and this is| that “this should be the duty of every honorable person in the world, specifically our people in Iraq|as lbafer to provide each other with a precise
the woe that we ourselves have created it. Qassem was their guest and was martyred on their territories.” understanding of their justice systems.




Clippers’ Star Leonard [lazc +=1E:5 6="1%-"— @k e i pmota Wins Japan

Denver. The 29-year-old forward was struck by an elbow intt ¢ v yUWLVLQJ "HSDUWPHQWL<ULEXWHG

6ZLWFKERDUG ( ODLO $GGUHVYV )
Cut by Elbow to Mouth | ¢ss) ey 24253108 info@irannewsdaily.com Title to Cap Comeback
ISSN 1024-6053

OS ANGELES (AFP) - Los Angeles Clippers star Kawh 3XEOLF SHODWLRQV 7HO 50 = - RLE875.8551 OKYO (Dispatches) - Badminton world number one

Leonard suffered a cut in his mouth that required eight stitches (+98)(21) 44253450 $G G U HNA\I3, Pajouhesh St Kento Momota won the All-Japan championships| on
seal but should be ready to face the Dallas Mavericks on Sunday Editorial Board: 44253449 *ROH<DQ ., 6W *ROH<DQ &9WnNday [91cQrpplsts e first step of his comeback, nearly a
_ Leonard was injured in a coll!s,lon VYIth teammate Se_rge Iba! 3XEOLF 5GHODWLRQV )D|[ %OYG 7HKUDQ ,VODPLE 5H YSRIEHEN sulEe[ing Sgrnqus injuries in a car crash.
in the fourth quarter of the Clippers’ 121-108 NBA victory a (+98)(21) 44253395 P UL QW Hi6nEE S D U ] PS.DE | Momota came from behind to beat world number 11

E\ Kanta Tsuneyama 18-21, 21-12, 21-17 in Tokyo,

face and fell to the court, blood around him on the woor afkigga successful return from the accident that left

, blo : \ : ] &LWLHV RI ,UDQ &XOW XU D 8aga su : !
Leonard was helped off, bleeding from his mouth, and did n T‘LVFEai(,'f\?\?),_'(Zl) 44253335-9/44253234 SUWLVWLF ,OVWLWXWH ﬁllm féaring his career might be over after fracturing an
return, the club later revealing details of the injury. http://www.irannewsdaily.com Managing Director: Fereydoon Taherpour Asl | €Y€ socket.
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Liverpool, Tottenham I -

Held by Rivals

IVERPOOL (Reuters) - Liverpool's hopes of opening up a menacing five-

point lead at the top of the Premier League were scuppered in unlikely fashion
as struggling West Bromwich Albion snatched a 1-1 draw at Anfield to leeve
manager Juergen Klopp scowling on Sunday.

Leading through Sadio Mane’s early goal, Klopp’s side appeared to be heading
for an eighth successive home league win but a late header by Semi Ajayi left
Liverpool frustrated.

Not that the weekend’s most odd result will cause Klopp a sleepless night, even
though it left them with only a three-point lead over neighbours Everton.

With Leicester City and Manchester United sharing the spoils on Saturcay,
Tottenham Hotspur had the chance to move into third spot on Sunday but

‘Player ohtlig/Ce
at Globe Awerds

UBAI (Dispatches) - Cristiano Ronaldo

has been named the ‘Player of the
Century.’ Cristiano Ronaldo’s collection of
personal accolades is pretty sizeable.

In fact, there are few footballers in the
history of the sport to have scooped
more awards than the 35-year-old.

The Juventus superstar has won the Ballon
d'Or on five occasions, along with a
plethora of other high-profile accolades. On
Sunday afternoon, Ronaldo added to his

conceded a late goal in a 1-1 draw away to Wolverhampton Wanderers. groin injury to central defender Joel Matip -- one of his few options with Virgil collection of awards as the Portuguese
Liverpool lead the standings with 32 points from 15 games, with Everton on 28n Dijk and Joe Gomez long-term absentees. striker was officially named as the ‘Player of
Leicester on 28 and United on 27. “It is a massive worry but it is not a new worry,” former Liverpool defender the Century’ at the Globe Soccer Awards.

Tottenham have 26 points alongside Manchester City. and Sky Sports pundit Jamie Carragher said, saying Klopp must sign a defendefThe global icon beat both his eternal

Leeds United beat Burnley 1-0 on Sunday with an early penalty by Patiicklanuary.

rival Lionel Messi and Mohamed Salah

Bamford while Brighton and Hove Albion twice led at West Ham United but hadlVhile West Brom remain in deep trouble having picked up only eight pointsto the award, with Bayern Munich
to settle for a 2-2 draw with Tomas Soucek scoring late on for the hosts. from 15 games, the result will give the fans some hope that new manager Sastriker Robert Lewandowski named as
The hectic Christmas program continues on Monday with the standout g#Hardyce, who has never experienced relegation with 11 previous clubs, cathe ‘Player of the Year’ for 2020.

being Everton’s home clash with Manchester City. inspire a great escape.

Real Madrid have been named as the

Klopp criticised West Brom’s defensive approach at Anfield but what soured the tasteJofse Mourinho’s Tottenham have now gone four games without aClub of the Century’, Los Blancos

his Christmas was the way his side tossed away two points by failing to kill off the gdfiemier League win and once again
“The problem that | have is | think West Brom deserved the point -- it's oagainst Wolves.

their defensive tactics came under scrutinyinning the Champions League on five
occasions between 2001 and 2020. Much

fault, but they deserved a point in the Tottenham were given a perfect start when Tanguy Ndomeble thumped home gf the Spanish giants’ continental success

Brady Llfts Tampa second half,” Klopp conceded. shot after 57 seconds but they spent most of the game thereafter soaking dpring that time period coincided with

“We don't live in dream-land and just Wolves pressure.

Ronaldo’s stint at the club. The Portuguese
from the 21st minute onwards. Wolves wersigned for Real Madrid in the summer of

win football matches because we want They failed to have a shot on target
Bay |nt0 NFL PlayOffS to win them: we have to work for it andrewarded for their relentless attacking when defender Romain Saiss glanced in2809 and he played a pivotal role in their

ASHINGTON (AFP) - Tom Brady| finish the situations off and we have towhen Fabio Silva headed a glorious
threw for 348 yards and fou
touchdowns in the first half Saturday fo  Klopp’s mood was hardly helped by aopponent,” Mourinho said.
power Tampa Bay to a 47-7 win over
Detroit and lift the Buccaneers into the

=

we have to play for it and we have toheader from a corner in the 86th minute. Wolves almost snatched all three pointast four Champions League triumphs.

chance straight at Hugo Lloris. “One poinRonaldo played 438 times for Los Blancos

pass in the right moments.” against Wolves normally wouldn’t be a bad result because they are a stronguring his nine years at the club,

contributing 450 goals and 132 assists.

NFL playoffs.

The 42 year-old quarerback, who ingd Man UJtd Make Huge Decision Over Bundesliga Star

the Bucs this year after 20 campaigns and
six Super Bowl crowns with New Englang
delivered one of his greatest one-half L
efforts to put Tampa Bay into the post-
season for the first time since 2007.
The Buccaneers led 34-0 at half-ti
on the way to improving to 10-
securing an NFL wildcard berth whil
the already eliminated Lions slid to 5-1p.
“It's just the beginning,” said Bucs coagh
Bruce Arians. “Our goal when this all started
was to get into the dance. Now it's to win 11
games and see who we play next.”
Brady, who completed 22 of 27 throws

transfer window in good shape.

2-2 with Leicester City on Boxing Day.

Cup, where they will play Manchester City in the semi-final.

to a 1-0 defeat to Arsenal.

They are just four points off leadersand will not be making a move in the January transfer window.
Liverpool, and also remain in the Carabao United are said to have been made aware of the sizeable fees involved in a deal to sigr

Since then, they have beaten Everton, West Bromwich Albion, Southampton, West idafne summer.

ONDON (Dispatches) - ManchesterUnited, Sheffield United, and Leeds United, and drawn with Manchester City and Leicgster.
United are heading into the January That is fine form and with the January transfer window looming, they could potentially

look to strengthen Solskjaer’s squad.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side are currently There have been reports of potential interest in Bayern Munich defender David |Alaba
fourth in the Premier League table, and drewut it appears that has now been put to bed.

The Athletic reports that the club are not interested in signing the Austria interngtional

the 28-year-old, and have subsequently made it known they will not be pursuing a deal.

Indeed, United have not lost in the Premier League since November 1st, when theyAddiba is instead likely to move to Real Madrid, as he has turned down an offer of

£200,000-per-week to stay at the Allianz Arena, though that will likely take place

before being benched in the second half,
set a first-half career best and cliib

record in passing yardage and the four]
touchdown passes were his most i J—Ine_up for
first half since 2014. .
Brady's 36 passing touchdowns t isAbu Dhab| WTA
season are a Bucs record and enabled his
new club to reach the playoffs -- a fi
his old team, the Patriots, failed {o
manage this year.
The Buccaneers set a team record with BU DHABI (Dispatches) - Reigning
410 total yards in the first half, the moft Australian Open champion Sofia
by any NFL club in a decade. Kenin will be among the top four top 10
Brady threw touchdown strikes of players to compete at the first WTA
yards to former New England teammate tournament of the 2021 season - inaugural
Rob Gronkowski, 27 yards to Mike Evans, Abu Dhabi Open.
12 yards to Antonio Brown an The Capital’s first-ever official tennis tournament will be held at the Zayed Sports
7 yards to Chris Godwin. Leonard Fournejte International Tennis Centre from Jan.5-13.
added a four-yard touchdown run in the fifst ~ The Abu Dhabi's WTA 500 tournament has a star-studded line-up in place as the event
half and Brady's back-up Blaine Gabbgrt World No.5 Elina Svitolina, former World No.1 Karolina Pliskova and Aryna Sabalenka.
added third-quarter touchdown passes of 25 Chosen as the perfect destination to kick-off the season further enhances Abu
yards to Gronkowski and 22 yards to Evgns reputation as host to top-level sporting events.
in the rout. For the past 12 years many of the world’s best male players, including Novak Djg
Evans, who had 10 catches for 181 yards, and Rafael Nadal, have descended on the capital to compete in the pre-season M
broke his own one-season touchdoyn World Tennis Championships.
reception record with 13 on his second-half ~ The last three editions of the tournament were also graced by Serena Williams an
scoring catch. Arians said he could senge aSharapova. The tournament will see four top 10 players along with other 60 p
great performance coming while watchipg competing for 500 points.
workouts during the week. Joining Kenin, Svitolina, Pliskova and Sabelenka at the event are former Roland
“You could feel this was a playoff practi champions Garbine Muguruza, Jelena Ostapenko and Svetlana Kuznetsova.

Rahane Century Puts
India in Driving Seat
Against Australia

ELBOURNE (AFP) - Stand-in
skipper Ajinkya Rahane rode his luck
to hit a gritty unbeaten century as India
built an ominous 82-run lead over Australia
on day two to take a stranglehold on the
second Test in Melbourne.
Citlywas a determined and crucial knock against a world-class attack by the mild-mannere
32-year-old, who assumed the captaincy from Virat Kohli after he returned home for the
fetaitanesf his first child.

Batting at four, he faced 200 balls for his 104 to steer India to 277 for five before rain
Dlealoiesd play 15 minutes early. Ravindra Jadeja was not out 40.

The hosts took just four wickets during a frustrating day in the field as the match began t
kelficaway with India zeroing in on levelling the series after losing the first Test by eight
ubadkels in Adelaide. “Not our best day, but not our worst,” said Australia’s Mitchell Starc,

who has two wickets but also saw catches put down off his bowling.
] Mdifax (Rahane) batted really well through the day there and they had some pretty goo
lgyarmerships. “l thought there was some really good stuff from us as well, we just didn't
capitalise on some of the chances we created to finish in a better position.
Gafke're just going to have to back up tomorrow and take five wickets as quick as we can.’

While Rahane was the hero, it was a gutsy Indian team performance, with

akkimaee 50-plus wicket partnerships to help silence their critics after being skittled for

week,” Arians said. “Even with the holidays, ~Among the game’s rising stars on the entry list are Coco Gauff, Elena Ryb
they handled their business well.” Elise Mertens and Marketa Vondrousova.

their all-time low of 36 last week.



