The Republic of Azerbaijan

Health Ministry Spokeswoman
Sima Sadat Lari Said on Saturday
That Some 386 More Iranians

N

Have Died From COVID-19 Over “H d
The Past 24 Hours as the Death
Toll Mounted to 34,864 ,
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Announced the Reopening of

Several Border Stations on the
Border With Iran After the
Liberation of These Areas From
The Control of Nagorno-Karabakh
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IRGC Provides Supportto (G oV't Sets New RestrictiodS er woaknesses of
COVID-Affected Families TO Minsk Group’s Plans
C

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK TEHRAN (MNA) — Iran says its initiative to help find a
sustainable solution to the ongoing Nagorno-Karabakh
dispute is a supplementary approach to the previous
solutions, not a substitute.

Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi made the
remarks on Saturday after a meeting with his Turkish
counterpart, Sedat Onal, in Ankara. During the meeting, he
discussed a proposal that foresees the Islamic Republic,
Turkey, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Russia boosting a
standing Minsk Group that has failed to resolve decades of
the territorial dispute between Baku and Yerevan.

Referring to the features of Tehran's initiative, which
includes a ceasefire, discontinuation of attacks on residential
areas and civilians, as well as the return of the displaced to
their homes, Araqchii pointed to the inability of the previous
approaches to providing a final solution to the ongoing crisis.

“We do not reject other mechanisms such as that of
the Minsk Group; in fact, our initiative does not
replace the Minsk initiatives, but it complements it,
and we seek to support the current efforts of the
Minsk Group and cover its weaknesses through a
regional approach and the use of collective efforts in

y the region to resolve this crisis.”
IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

Foreign Powers, Main e Herd Immunity

TEHRAN - President Hassan Rouhani announced on Saturday that new COVID-19 related restrictions will be a

Cau Se Of Reg |On al C rl Se S the capitals of 25 provinces and 46 cities of the country for ten days from Wednesday, as the virus cases are on tl .
S ki t the Nat | Task F for Fight C Saturday, Rouh tated: “Und
peaking at the National Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus on Saturday, Rouhani state n zrlMora”y UnconSC|onab|e

, . restriction, all activities, mainly related to educational activities and gatherings on various occasions,
TEHRAN (MNA) — Iran’s Army Chief Commandel panned for ten days until next Friday.”

said that foreign powers are the main cause of Crfis  Royhani added: “Restrictions that were previously approved for 43 cities have been extended in this me:\jﬁNA (Dispatches)- The COVID-19 natural herd

TEHRAN — Commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutiona|
Guards Corps (IRGC) Major General Salami Hoss
Salami said that 54,000 Basij Bases in the count
should be turned into health care centers.
“Our goal is to be able to identify the coronaviru:
infected cases and follow up on the treatment guidel
and protocols, related to COVID-19,” Salami said.
“If the disease is diagnosed quickly and the sic
people are quarantined, the transmission chain of| t
disease will be cut naturally,” he said.
The commander then made a reference]|:
scientifically-proven medical findings that early
detection of coronavirus and keeping the positive cas
in quarantine would cut off the chain of spread of th
disease, saying, “We should try to separate healt
people from the infected as soon as possible, wh
distributing health packages among low-incom
families and advising them to follow health instruction:
is one of the issues that all provincial officials shoul

address,” he pointed out.

[l

>

in the region. ) ) | He stressed the need for public cooperation and observing health protocols to contain the disease succeSSfiifity strategy is morally unconscionable and
Speaking at 34th International Islamic _Unily jranjan authorities have blamed a sharp increase in cases on people failing to follow restrictions, and R foible, the chief of the World Health Organization

Conference “In Webinar of Religious and Spiritya saiq an operations headquarters will be set up to ensure compliance with the health protocols. (WHO) said on Friday.

Foundations and Challenges in Facing Disasters |a  gyessing the need for strict implementation of the new restrictions, he said those violating the ban on gathe aking at a press conference, Tedros Adhanom

Calamities” on Sat., Major General Abdolrahimr including wedding and mourning ceremonies, will face punishment. Ghebreyesus, the WHO dlrector-g_enera}I, shared stories

Mousavi said that the Islamic world has spread aVi e giso noted that detection of the coronavirus patients and analysis of the data on the spread of the diseas€'§/1§5&d from people who are facing mid- to long-term

vast geography and extends from the shores of| t carried out by the Health Ministry in cooperation with the Ministry of Information and Communications Technolpg§ffécts of the COVID-19 infection.

Atlantic Ocean to southeast Asia and from northea The president also emphasized the need for “neighborhood instructions” to fight against the contagious| dise4§at's really concerning is the vast spectrum of

Central Asia to the southeast of the ancient continent j, every neighborhood and district, saying the local Basij forces can assist in tackling the pandemic. symptoms that fluctuate over time, often overlapping can

Given the strategies of arrogant powers and Wrol - The President also extended his congratulations on the birth of the Holy Prophet of Islam (PBUH) andtgt any system in the body. From fatigue, a cough and
policies of some Islamic countries, today, the Islami 5rryal of Unity Week. shortness of breath, to inflammation and injury of major

world is facing serious crises, he said, addint meanwhile the official IRNA news agency said Tehran police had extended by one week the clogu@%@1S - including the lungs and heart. And even
“Palestine, Yemen, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Afghanista psinesses including beauty salons, teahouses, cinemas, libraries and fitness clubs. neurological and psychological effects. Although we're
and Kashmir and Caucasus regions are struggling W - police will make unannounced visits to other high-risk businesses, and those that violate health protogolStly[farning about the virus, what's clear is that this is not
unrest and violence. be shut down, IRNA quoted police official Nader Moradi as saying. just a virus thqt kills people. To a S|gn|f|cqnt number of
Evil powers have occupied a part of land of Islam wit - pepyty Health Minister Alireza Raisi said in a televised press briefing that the new restrictions from next week g@ge' this virus poses a range of serious long-term
S

their Zionist extremists and are committing the mD: 55 yrovinces and 89 counties will include the closure of institutions such as schools, universities, libraries and ma ts. While people do recover, it can be slow -
heinous crimes against Islamic lands and territorje_, ometimes weeks or months — and it is not always a linear

Major General Mousavi emphasized. route to recovery,” said Ghebreyesus.

mChina Urges Self-Reliance
To Counter U.S. Efforts to

French Freedom of Speech Based on Double St

BEIRUT (PressTV) - The secretary-general of the Lebanese Hezbollah resistance movement con r
French president’s Islamophobic remarks, saying the freedom of expression is based on double stand Harm ECOI’]Omy

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah made the remarks in a televised speech on the occasion of Prophet Muhe
(PBUH) birthday on Friday, a day after an assailant waged a knife attack at a church in France’s souther BEIJING (Dispatches)- Chinese leaders have called for
of Nice, beheading a woman and stabbing to death two other people. “self-reliance” to counter the US’ efforts to hamper the

The deadly attack came days after another assailant decapitated Samuel Paty, a history teacher, wHo lhiworld’s second largest economy, as officials in the
offensive cartoons of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in a civics class in the capital Paris. ruling party issued a blueprint for manufacturing

The Paris attack prompted French President Emmanuel Macron to say that he would fight against “Islamist s¢parstrategies in the next five years.
which according to him threatens to take control in some Muslim communities across France. The French leadi The Chinese Communist party wrapped up an
defended showing the insulting cartoon in schools across the European country and considered the highly provimportant annual planning meeting on Thursday
move in line with freedom of expression, a move that has infuriated Muslims across the globe. evening with a communique that outlined Beijing’s

“What is the message which the French authorities want to send to the Muslims by insisting on allofvingnain goals for the next five-year plan.
cartoons which insult Islam?” Nasrallah said, the Hezbollah-linked al-Manar television network reportgd| ~ The summary document from the central committee’s

=) “Instead of addressing the root causes of the problem, the French authorities waged a war of this sort, claiming tannual plenum emphasized the importance of “scientific
L : J a matter of freedom of speech,” he added. The chief of Hezbollah strongly rejected Macron's use of the “Islami¢ tand technological self-reliance,” and a “strong domestic
term, saying religions cannot be blamed for crimes committed by individuals. He also said that no one blamed Chrismarket” to counter efforts by the US to hamstring many

for the crime commiitted by the French military in Algeria or the atrocities of the US military across the globe. of China’s leading technology companies.

Nasrallah also emphasized that Takfiri terrorist groups in the Middle East have been protected by theé \We The Chinese government set an average annual
states. He further called on the French authorities to reconsider the kind of freedom of speech which|infrgrowth target of 6.5 percent for its five-year plan in
on human dignity, saying that freedom of expression is restricted by political considerations, citing the pxaa bid to double the size of its economy between
of French philosopher Roger Geraudy who was persecuted for denying the Holocaust. 2010 and 2020.

Nasrallah also called on the French authorities and public opinion to avoid blaming Islam and all Muslims for the Nic The blueprint also called for “sustained and healthy”
similar attacks elsewhere, stressing that such acts are illegal and immoral, and that only the culprits must be punishgd, Ngrowth marked by “significantly improved quality and
also called on the French authorities to bear in mind that Muslims can never accept any humiliation and insult 161 nefficiency” during the next five-year period, which is

Advertisement Department

Prophet. “The insults against the Prophet can never be tolerated by Muslims. Even the political regimes cannot coper iexpected to be the scene of a protracted trade war
riticbetween the United States and Chin

r@ a abuses. So, you have to withdraw the excuses and stop this violation,” Nasrallah said, addressing the French autl
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TEHRAN (ILNA) - Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif sympathized with
Turkish people and government over a deadly earthquake that struck western Turkey

on Friday, expressing Tehran's readiness to assist the neighboring country.
ran ea O e u r e er u a e In a message for his Turkish counterpart Mevilut Cavusoglu, Zarif expressed deep
sympathy over the tragic earthquake that struck Izmir.

He also wished a speedy recovery for the injured and informed his Turkish
counterpart of Iran’s preparedness for providing any kind of assistance in that regard.

Iran to Give C
Response to A

TEHRAN (MNA) — Head of the Iranian Army’s
Strategic Studies warned Iran enemies over facing Iran
Armed Forces’ crushing response if they threaten the
country’s interests.

Addressing the lIranian nation in his remarks
Brigadier General Ahmadreza Pourdastan reassured
that Iran Armed Forces including Army, IRGC, and
Police are equipped with the most high-tech defense
equipment and all enemy threats are monitored with

U.S. Targeting Iran
Vital Infrastructures

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - Washington which has grown disappointed at
military war against Iran is now resorting to attacks against the
country’s infrastructures via different means, including ; é such equipment.

P . e Hailing that all needed equipment of the Armed

cyberattack, Head of Civil Defense Organization Brigadier gy The “powerful’ distributed denial-of-service (DDoS) attack caused usefs farces of the Islamic Republic of Iran is produced by

General Gholamreza Jalali said. experience connection issues, according to officials. Iranian scientists and specialists, he said, “If enemies
Brigadier General Jalali declared, in a televised interview, the unsuccessful Di&nd to do any malicious act against the Iranian
“The Americans have gone after war against Iran’s vital infrastructures after beittgck probably originated from the US. “It's very difficult and time-consuming to tfagation, they will face the crushing and decisive

b T

disappointed in the military front,” General Jalali said on Saturday. the source of a cyberattack. The Telecommunication Infrastructure Company is currestiponse of Iran Armed Forces.”
He added that most attacks against Iran’s infrastructures are cyberattacks, explaidging and looking for the source of the recent cyberattack against the courjtry He also stressed that any organs in the Islamic
that the culprit behind such attacks is not known. but our analysis is that the U.S. was the origin,” Jalali said. Republic of Iran should make any effort to stand

General Jalali said that cyber systems now play a major role in Iran's vitarhe Americans’ cyberattack has been foiled by our cyber defense unit,” he|saiglainst any threats and sanction and economic
infrastructures due to their rapid development, stressing the need for strengthdmningt the same time warned that the recent attack might have been carried| guotsiems under the wise guidelines of the Leader.
the cyber defense infrastructures in the country. study the feasibility of a bigger attack.
Jalali had said in February that the U.S. had likely been behind the large-sc&énce Americans failed to give a military response to our recent shoot-down ~-*
cyberattack that targeted the Islamic Republic’s infrastructure in the same montlheir unmanned aerial vehicle in the Iranian waters as well as our missile attacl
On February 8, the Iranian internet service suffered hours of disruption in whiat al-Assad base [in Iraq], they are responding to our country through cont

telecoms authorities said was the result of DDoS cyberattack that was dealt edtimomic pressure and cyberattacks,” Jalali noted. nl;re h ran S araj e\
7
NO One Expansion of

.« age TEHRAN (IP).- Iran’s Ambass_ador to _Sarajevo anc_;l
C|V|I|Zed Brags IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK . Head of Bosnia and Herzegovina's Ministers Council

have been formed in Iran. | stressed the importance of expanding the relations
Ab S I - ’ ) “For months, those between the two countries.
OUt tea |ng TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker's Speciab”
Aide for International Affairs said -

cherishing the path of General |n a meeting with Zoran Tegletia on Friday, Reza
Soleimani in Iran, the region Qalichkhan put emphasis on providing the necessary
the great path of Iran’s top anti-terro and even in Latin America, thé pases to facilitate the cooperation of the private sectors
. o commander should be depicted o /
TEHRAN (IP) - Foreign Ministry Spokesmal the international level. |

United States and Europe, of the two countries.
_ s have been following thei |ran’s Qalichkhan referred to the approach of the Islamic
Saeed Khatibzadeh in response to a re@ent “We are in the weeks leading td popular ideas to commemorate Republic of Iran to support stability in the Balkan region
statement of the U.S. Department of Justice sfatedthe anniversary of the assassinatic General Soleimani and his and said that country has always been a supporter of
that the pirates of the Caribbean openly boaSting of General Soleimani at Baghda first anniversary.” Bosnia’s independence and territorial integrity as well as
their booty, no one civilized brags about stealifl. International Airport, which was carried out by the Stating that it is important to pay attention to thethe peaceful coexistence of all Bosnian tribes.

In response to a recent statement by the .S.direct order of the president of the United States as trarious dimensions of General Soleimani's personality He also pointed to Iran’s outstanding actions in the
Department of Justice about selling Iranian oil selged number one terrorist in the world,” Hossein AmirAmir-Abdollahian added, “General Soleimani was roffight against extremism in Western Asia and noted:
on its way to Venezuela, Foreign Ministry Spokesfilan Abdollahian said during the first press conference afierely a military general.” “Iran, with the cooperation of some countries in the
Saeed Khatibzadeh stated in a Twitter messageé onGeneral Soleimani’s martyrdom anniversary in Tehranin fact, he said, the characteristics of Genereregion, has been a pioneer in the fight against
Friday, “The Pirates of the Caribbean opeRly on Saturday. Soleimani created a school that was in line with thextremism and Daesh, and in this way has provided
boasting about their booty. Only, as we said befof: it Noting that “we honor the memory of the hero of thechool of pure Islam of the great Prophet (PBUH)|amany services to the international community.”
wasn't ours. But somebody else’s oil has certdinly fight against terrorism, Martyr Qasem Soleimani, andfell as the ideas of the founder of the Islamic Republi The Head of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Ministers
been stolen. No one civilized brags about stealii.” his companions,” the senior advisor said Generaf Iran and the Leader of the Islamic Revolution. Council welcomed the comprehensive expansion of his

“To U.S. rogue regime: your toolbox, unlike ours§lis - Soleimani's school and his thoughts and approachFrom this perspective and due to the importance of|trcountry’s ties with Iran and expressed hope that with the
shrinking by the day. Ask Robert Cobriefl” should be portrayed for the current and next generatioissue, today we officially announce that the Marlyicorona restrictions removed, Iranian businessmen and
Khatibzadeh added. The United States claimefil onnot only in Iran and the region but also across the worlBoleimani Foundation seeks to promote the pure ideas traders in Bosnia and Herzegovina will continue to work.
Thursday that it had sold Iranian oil seized onitsflay  In this regard, he said that non-governmental institutése Soleimani school and is supposed to prevent distortio: .

to Venezuela for more than $40 million. under the name of the Martyr Soleimani Foundaticebout the character of this great commander,” he said.

Nearly 200,000 Houses to Be Taxed Under Vacancy Tax Law i Tehran Ready to Send Medical Aid to Izmir Quake-Ht Areas Tehran, Minsk Te

TEHRAN (MNA) - Roads and Urban Development Minister Mohamr]:aTEHRAN (MNA) — President Rouhani expressed Iran’s readiness to send any kmS u n nl U n |ty aS I nfl U

Eslami said that the ministry has referred a list of 194,000 vacant hoyisiligf, medical aid, and assistance to the Turkish people in the earthquake-stricken |arc.... _
units to Iran National Tax Administration (INTA) to be taxed under the mevAddressing his counterpart, Recep Tayyip Erdogan in a message on SatuTEHRAN (IRNA) - The Ambassador of the Islamic

vacancy tax law. Iranian President Hasan Rouhani expressed his deep sorrow over the FridaiRepublic of Iran to Belarus Saeed Yari and the Mulfti of
The minister said that the owners of these houses have been informed in thiq regggditude earthquake in Turkey’s Izmir, which left much causality in this counirythe Muslim Religious Association in the Republic of
via receiving SMSs. Offering the deep sympathy of the Iranian people and the government to the TurBelarus Abu-Bekir Shabanovich emphasized the Shia,

Last month, Deputy Transport Minister for Housing and Construction Affaination and government, Rouhani wished a speedy recovery for the injured Sunni unity as influential forces in world and condemned
Mahmoud Mahmoudzadeh had said that in the first stage of the implementatigmatiénce for the families of the people who lost their lives in this tragedy. the remarks against Great Prophet Mohammad (PBUH).
the program for collecting tax from the country’s vacant housing units, only Linita this message, the Iranian President expressed Iran’s readiness to send any k In a meeting with the Abu-Bekir on --m the
belonging to natural persons are targeted. relief, medical aid, and assistance to the people of the earthquake-stricken areAmbassador expressed solidarity with Belarus Muslims

Back on July 12, the Iranian parliament (Majlis) had approved the double-urgehcy neighboring country. and said that strengthening unity within Islamic world
plan of the vacancy tax law. is the principled policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The mentioned plan is mainly aimed at loweri Yari discussed issues pertaining to the the affairs of

g ]
the housing rental rate in the country. T hr n Ank r H V g n nl the Muslim world with the Belarus Muslim official.
Expressing his agreement over the approval of|th y
in

He stressed the importance of forging unity between the
mentioned plan, Hossein Hossein-Zadeh Bahrg

e Role" in Regional
g Shia and Sunni Muslims, particularly during the present

a member of the Majlis Economic Committee, sgidTEHRAN (IRNA) - Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas already taken him to Azerbaijan Republic, Russia and Armensensitive regional and international circumstances.
“Our problem in the housing sector is not theAraqchi described Iran and Turkey as two importantiran has put forward an initiative for settlement of In this meeting, both sides condemned the remarks
demand higher than the supply, while the numperegional players that have undeniable roles in peace addgorno-Karabakh conflict, which is based onagainst Great Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) on the
of residential units is more than required.” stability of the region. humanitarian principles and attention to the demands pretext of freedom of expression.

In a twitter message on the warring parties, Aragchi noted while leaving Russ|a. The Mufti of the Muslim Religious Association in the
Saturday, Araqchi wrote_that The dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh started in 1988 and IRepublic of Belarus, too, emphasized the need for

M a C r O n M al n C u I r It f th&? &n .Irsk m toﬂtmﬂ i . Armenia and Azerbaijan resumecenhancing unity between the Shia and Sunni Muslims and
) p p Vi S #¥n Wt clashe in early October, blaming one angtitermed Islam as a religion of rationality and kindness.
Deputy Foreign Minister for the violence. Nagorno-Karabakh has been a centerpiece He also condemned the remarks against
TEHRAN (IP) - The advisor to the leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran osedat Onal in Ankara.” dispute between the two countries over the past decades. Great Prophet Mohammad (PBUH).

defense affairs blamed the French president for the recent events in Frgnce. He added, “Iran and Turke - - -
Brigadier General Hossein Dehghan, advisor to the leader of the Islamige two major players wit
Revolution on defense affairs, tweeted in French on Friday that the| maimdeniable rjo|e ?n geace al dTehran Clty CounCII Ca”S for EXtendlng LOdeO
culprit of events in France has been President Emmanuel Macron. stability of the region.” IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK
He added that no Muslim uses violent ways to express his/her opinion.  Araqchi, Iran’s special envo
Brigadier General Dehghan highlighted that a terrorist act is not just Killingor Nagorno-Karabakh conflici TEHRAN - Following the increase of Coronavirus spread in Iran's capital, Tehran City Council suggested an extension
citizens, but insulting the merciful Prophet of Islam. traveled to the regional states [tclockdown for two more weeks to the National Headquarter to Fight Coronavirus, said the spokesman of Tehran City Council
“Macron must apologize immediately because there is no double standgiggsent Iran’s initiative to engl “Tehran Municipality and City Council implemented limitations to prevent the infection and our definite suggestion to the Nation
in freedom,” he noted. the Nagorno-Karabakh conflicf Headquarter to Fight Coronavirus is lockdown extension,” said Ali Ata. “Although the City Council's sessions and meetings are
French President Emmanuel Macron has accused Muslims of separatisie arrived in Ankara late off important part of city management and could not easily be closed or held in another location. The council will decide over the pos
and vowed not to give up cartoons depicting Prophet Mohammad. Friday on a regional tour that hadreduction of meetings while press and journalists should follow the council’s meetings online to reduce infection risk” he noted.
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If some good befalls them, they say, “This is from Allah.; but if evi, they say, “This is from thee" (O Prophet)=
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to these people, that they fail to understand a single fact?

ct) mankind. And enough is Allah for a witness.
Surah 4. Women ( 78 - 79 )
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Make Iran Gas
Importer in 20 Year

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK
—

TEHRAN — The managing director of Iranian Fuel Conservation
Company (IFCO) says with the current trend of gas consumption
in the country, Iran may become a gas importer in 20 years and
it may import 500m cubic meters of gas per day.

post Coronavirus price of $65 it will become a notlceable amount of money WhICh Q
used in creating jobs and exploiting the resources.

He said that Iran in terms of offering energy is close to Germany but its consun
is six times more than this European state, adding that GDP of Germany, reg
Speaking in a press conference, Ali Mobini Dehkordi said that currently the capdtstypurchasing power is three times more than Iran, is six times more than Iran
of the country is incomparable with the past two decades, adding that capabilitieshods energy consumption in Iran serves the non-productive sector.

Countdown Starts
In South Pars P

TEHRAN (Shana) --
The CEO of Petropar: B
Group announced :
movement of the
drilling rig to the
location of phase 11 o
South Pars Gas Field i
the Persian Gulf waters
According to thelSE
Petropars Group, Hamidreza Masoudi said on Friday
evening that the drilling operation of the last phase of
arheeSouth Pars joint field would begin in the coming
days with the installation of a drilling rig.
pti@espite the cruel sanctions, financial shortages and
antie@utbreak of the coronavirus, it is hoped that with the
asffatts of local engineers and specialists and with the
planning done, the initial production of phase 11 of

physical infrastructures have become stronger and bigger and if the country has gdedurther reiterated that energy consumption in Iran is three times more than3bath Pars will begin soon.

organizing and uses public capacity, and then it can cheat the impossible. UAE, Turkey and China and two times of Saudi Arabia and Iraq, stating Iran’s e
He then touched upon the outbreak of Coronavirus and sanctions, adding that te@esemption is even more than Russia.

two issues have toughened the condition for the country, and unemployment Mwbini Dehkordi said in the recent decade, Iran’s initial offering of energy

increased and it has also restricted and affected transfer of technology or finagain by 3 percent on average annually and due to its Gross Domestic P

resources, demand and supply and other factors in the business. initial energy consumption has witnessed uptrend growth while the en
Mobini Dehkordi went on to say that country has currently big capacities émnsumption growth in the world has been declining.

generating financial resources which can be materialized through saving the endtigynoted that currently the energy consumption in the country is equal to 6.3m
barrels per day, reiterating that by taking conservation plans, the country can

waste and conservation.
He further said that energy consumption should be managed in the country in &@lgrercent in energy consumption. He reiterated that if the current trend i

to generate financial resources. consumption in the country continues with the same speed, then the country wi
He stipulated that currently private power stations have been activated intdhienport 500m cubic meter of gas per day in the next 20 years.

country but the country should first find solution for managing the challenges.  He noted that the amount of energy consumption in Iran is three times more
Mobini Dehkordi noted that conservation of energy can be equal to 3 to 3.5 million baweldd average while the energy consumption is declining in the world and Iran s

of crude oil and if we calculate every barrel of crude oil with the current price of $43 @@ serious measures in this regard.

Tehran, Moscow Clinch New Agreement
To Build Sirik Power Plant

TEHRAN (MNA) — New agreement was clinched between the Isla
Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation for the construction operat
Sirik Power Plant in southern Hormozgan province.

Commissioner of Steam Power Plant Projects of Thermal Power F S
Holding Company broke the news on Sat. and pointed to the agreement
company made with new Russian contractor for building this power plan
added, “Construction operation of this giant power plant project will bt
soon using state-owned loan of the Russian Federation.”

Behnam Khaefinejad added, “Given the introduction of new contractor by the Russian Energy Ministry
construction of 1,400-MW Sirik Power Plant in Hormozgan province, negotiations for conclusion of ca
started with this company since the beginning of the current year (started March 21, 2020).”

After holding 90 expert-level sessions, necessary agreement was finally reached with the Russian Com
the contract was inked between the two sides, he added.

After finalization of this contract in the presence of representatives of employer, consultant and represe
of the Energy Ministry of Iran and Russia, the land area for construction of the power plant, as large as a
ha, was provided to the new contractor, Khaefinejad underscored.

Call for Boosting
Tehran-Thilisi
Trade Ties

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK
———

“Feasibility study for the launch of the second phase of this power plant has been put atop agenda.”

on According to the scheduled plan, construction operation of this giant power plant will start in near futu
ng receiving final approval of the Russian Ministry of Finance and consequently, opening Letter of Credit (L/C
He put the credit needed for the construction operation of Sirik Power Plant at over €1.4 billion which
pss provided out of loan granted by the government of Russian Federation to the Islamic Republic of Iran.
for With the agreement made, the executive part of this project will be completely carried out by Iranian con
al he said, adding, “Capability of domestic manufacturers will be used for supplying relevant parts and equi

TEHRAN — Board of Director of Georgia-Iré
Chamber of Commerce and Industry met
Saturday and during the meeting ways of bolste
trade between both countries were explored.

In the meeting some issues like holding busi
forums and conferences, launching joint brokerag
offering consultation services, holding educati
courses and signing agreement were discussed.

Vice-Chairwoman of the chamber Mary
Soltani in the meeting called for restor
continuous ties between the chamber and |
embassy in Thilisi and termed these relat
necessary for improving and strengthening
level of trade between Iran and Georgia.

She noted that exchange of views betwee
chamber and Iran Embassy in Georgia with a
on updating the latest data and information a
capacities and regulations in any country, is
most important need of private sector for invest
and presence in the target market.

Hossein Vosough, a member of the boarc
directors, also raised the issue of signing prefere
trade agreement with Georgia and noted tha
agreement can make competitive the presen
food stuff and dairy industry in Georgia’s mark

He also pointed to the importance of hold
specialized exhibitions in Georgia especi
exhibitions on agro, tourism and construction fie

Meanwhile Iran’'s new ambassador to Geo
Mr. Akbar Ghasemi, reacting to the raised probl
by the members of the board, elaborated
programs, saying that the embassy is assign
cooperate with the chamber and resolve
problems for progressing goals of the country.

He expressed hope that a new chapter of tie
exchanges between both states in the framewc
mutual respect and interests would be shaped
the level of ties would reach its real position.

The meeting was presided by Georgia-
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Seyg

ns IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK =
he

The report declares that on domes
and export oil and petrochemicé
{it trading floors of IME, 356,350 MT of
~ different commodities with the total
~ value of $117m were traded.

_ On this trading floor, 183,600 MT o
he trading volume and value experlenc:‘ = VB feed stock, 57,196 MT of bitumer
ent growth of %40 and %7, respectivel;- 63,568 MT of polymer products
According to the report from IME Internatlonal Affairs and32, 216 MT of chemlcal products, 11,500 MT of lube ¢
of PR, on the domestic and export metal and mineral tradiaify 1,100 MT of insulation, 2,678 MT of base oil, 150 M
tial floor of IME, 204,628 MT of various products worth closeof argon as well as 4,280 MT of sulfur were traded.
the to $89m were traded. On this trading floor, 201,878 MT ofFurthermore, 378 MT of commodities were traded
e ofsteel, 730 MT of aluminum, 1,060 MT of copper, 120 MT ofhe side market of the IME.

molybdenum concentrates, 840 MT of zinc ingot as well advioreover, the agricultural trading floor of the IM
g 5 kg of gold bar were traded by customers. experienced trading of 63 kg of saffron strands.

- [ran Eyes Boosting Non-Oil Exports by 15%

is TEHRAN (MNA) - Head of Trade Promotion Organization of Iran said that the country eyes surging ex
d tonon-oil commodities by 15 percent in the second half of the current Iranian calendar year.
its Hamid Zadboum broke the news and added, “Although spread of the coronavirus global pandemic, COVID
reduced international foreign trade as much as 15 percent, it is predicted that export of non-oil commaodities in th
andwill register a 15 percent growth in the second half of the current year (from Sept. 21, 2020 to March 20,
k ofoverhauling and renovating export processes.” He went on to say that exports growth in the second half of th
andyear will compensate a part of the reduced 34 percent decline in export of non-oil commodities of the co
the first six months of the current year (from March 21 to Sept. 20, 2020).

Then, Zadboum pointed to the export of products to neighboring states and added, “We have foc

\
-

TEHRAN - While over 561,359 MT‘:t
theof commodities worth over $204r—

out Mercantile Exchange (IME),

an

The aforementioned 17 countries accounted for 89 percent of Iran’s total export share in the first six m

Presently, feasibility studies for constructing the first phase of this project have been completed, he said, ¢

eh exporting products to 15 neighboring states and also two countries of China and India in the current year.”

nergyhe development plan for Phase 11 of South Pars has
been completely handed over to Petropars due to

haanctions after the withdrawal of France’s Total and the

odigirnational branch of the CNPC.

erav

'"NIGC Plans for
t Gas Output in

> TEHRAN (Shana) — The CEO of the National Iranian
N(Gas Company (NIGC) said with the development of
gas supply to the cities, villages and industries of the
country, the daily production of natural gas this winter
would reach 800 million cubic meters per day.
Hassan Montazer Torbati, speaking in a televised
interview , emphasized the need to save natural gas
consumption in the country, adding: “Iran is the second
country in the world with the largest natural gas
reserves. But this does not mean that we can consume
as much as we want.”
He continued: “A reservoir like Assaluyeh is unique
in the world, but we do not have more than one
Assaluyeh and now we have maximized its production
and all subsequent efforts are to keep production at this
level. However, with the development of gas supply in
the country, we will see an increase in consumption.”
forhe CEO of the National Iranian Gas Company
npreedicted that the country’s natural gas production

capacity would reach 800 mcm/d in the winter which
paradanedched 700 mem/d last summer.

2N
bout 20U

Phase 1 of Gore
ePlpellne Project 76

W IRAN NEW ECONOMIC DESK

rETEHRAN (Shana) - The
Prprogress of the first
phase of the Goreh-Jas
crude oil transfer projec
has reached 76.!
percent, and this natione
icproject is progressing -
1l according to the plan.
Ali Jafarzadeh, deputy director of the Goreh Jask
crude oil transfer project at the Petroleum Engineering
and Development Company (PEDEC), told Shana
about the latest progress of the project.
“Currently, the progress of the first phase of the project
has reached 76.5 percent and all facilities and forces have
ubeen mobilized to launch the strategic plan by the end of
Tthe current [calendar] year (which began on March 21) to

allow the transfer of more than 300,000 barrels of crude
oloil from Goreh to Jask,” he said.

He said the construction of pipelines, pumping

E stations 2 and 4, 2 pigging stations and electricity
supply are among the goals of the first phase of the
Goreh-Jask national project, and said: “By the end of
the year, 2 million barrels of Jask reservoir capacity

) will become operational.”

The deputy director of the Goreh-Jask crude oil

dctransfer project, stating that construction of the
project’s pipeline has reached more than 62%, adding:

-1“So far, nearly 700 km of pipeline has been delivered

eto the site and more than 300 km of pipe laying has

20been done. According to the master plan, the entire

epipeline stretch, which is about a thousand

ukilometers, will be tested, installed and operated by
the end of this year.”

us The 1000-km pipeline project is primarily aimed at

diversifying Iran’s oil export hubs. Currently, the

orcountry exports almost all of its oil from Khark Oil

Fatemeh Moghimi.

the current year, Head of Trade Promotion Organization of Iran Zadboum underscored.

Terminal in the Persian Gulf.
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COVID Tests Should Play | | U.S. Coronavirus Cases ¢ =
Bigger Role in Int'l Travel 2 Cross Nine Million |

GENEVA (Reuters) - COVID tests should be more widely usec NEW YORK (Reuters) - U.S. coronavirus cases crossed
international travel than quarantines, the chair of the Wc 9 million mark on Friday, rising by 1 million in two weeks as f
Health Organization's Emergency Committee, Didier Hous: world’s worst-affected country faces a resurgence in the pandg

said on Friday. just ahead of elections
Top emergency expert Mike Ryan earlier said that travelling was now “relatively safe” witHY3 )

“relatively low” risk. Cases are rising faster than ever before. The previous record for 1 million new cases was during a surge
He also said it was difficult to do scientific work on the origin of the virus, first identified in China last Deceminégction in July and August - when it took 16 days. Now the country has recorded over 1 million cases in 14 dé
in a “politically toxic” environment. with no sign of the outbreak slowing. (Graphic: tmsnrt.rs/3jI3SCG)

I e s Vel gek Strong Quake Kills at Least’24
AS a AC a' nst F rance o o o o

Friday, bringing buildings crashing down and setting off ti
— ' / ‘ “=  waves which slammed into coastal areas and islands.
“ ! People ran onto streets in panic in the Turkish city

Izmir, witnesses said, after the quake struck with
magnitude of up to 7.0. Neighbourhoods were delu
with surging seawater which swept debris inland and
fish stranded as it receded. 2 3

Turkey’s Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD) sald 12 people dled one due to drowni
while 419 people were injured. On the Greek island of Samos two teenagers, a boy and a girl, were found dea
an area where a wall had collapsed. Search and rescue operations continued at 17 collapsed or damaged buil
AFAD said. Izmir’s governor said 70 people had been rescued from under the rubble.
llke Cide, a doctoral student

- in Izmir's Guzelbahce
EU U I’g es Qu |Ck WH O R fd}mﬁﬁuring the earthquake,
said he went inland after waters
BRUSSELS (Reuters) - The World Health Organization (WHO) should be quickigse following the earthquake.
overhauled, get more powers to handle pandemics and expose its membgr states’am  very used to
shortfalls in health emergencies, European Union officials said on Friday. earthquakes... so | didn't take it
The comments were made at a video conference of EU health ministers they seriously at first but this
endorsed an EU document on the reform of the U.N. agency which for the fitiste it was really scary,” he
time outlines a series of sweeping changes needed to boost WHO's powerssaid, adding the earthquake had
resources, as exclusively reported by Reuters in September. lasted for at least 25-30 seconds.
The moves followed criticisms that China and other countries did not| shar€risscrossed by major fault
information on the COVID-19 pandemic in a timely fashion at its onset. “The qurreittes, Turkey is among the most
pandemic challenges us very acutely ... but it is very important that the (WHO)| refaearthquake-prone countries in
debate is held in parallel,” German Health Minister Jens Spahn told a news conferethee.world. More than 17,000
He did not say when the reform process should begin, but stressed that peaple were killed in August
result of the overhaul the WHO should become faster in its reaction to|heal$99 when a 7.6 magnitude
B o crises, while its member states should share more information in emerdencipgke struck Izmit, a city
v e — “We greatly appreciate the EU’s strong leadership in global health and #sutheast of Istanbul. In 2011, a
PARIS (Reuters) France stepped up securlty nationwide on Friday to guard agalnst new Islamist attacks fol steadfast support for WHO, including support for strengthening the organizatioqyiake in the eastern city of Van
the fatal stabbings at a church in Nice, while Muslims in other countries protested in the streets over perthe WHO said, declining to comment specifically on the EU document. killed more than 500.
French slights to the Prophet Mohammad. “It is extremely important we move ahead with this reform,” EU Health Ismail Yetiskin, mayor of
President Emmanuel Macron deployed thousands of soldiers to protect sites such as places of wors|Commissioner Stella Kyriakides told the same news conference. Izmir’'s Seferihisar, said sea
schools, and France’s security alert was at its highest level in response to the second deadly knife attack in | After months of international pressure, an independent panel was set ugevels rose as a result of the
in two weeks. Police were holding a 21-year-old Tunisian migrant, named as Brahim al-Aouissaoui, over the|September to review the global handling of the pandemic. The prodessgteke. “There seems to be a
in which a man shouting “Allahu Akbar” (God is Greatest) decapitated a woman and killed two other peojreform the WHO would begin after that, officials had said. small tsunami,” he told
Notre Dame Basilica in Nice on Thursday. The EU draft document, which will represent the EU’s position at a WH®roadcaster NTV.
The attack took place at a time of swelling anger among many Muslims across the globe over the issue of French|assembly in mid-November, urges the U.N. agency to make public| mor&ootage on social media
of the Prophet Mohammad which they deem insulting and blasphemous. It occurred about two weeks after Samugquickly how and whether its member states respect their obligations on sharsfigpwed debris including
school teacher in a Paris suburb, was beheaded by an 18-year-old Chechen who was apparently incensed by t|/information on health crises. The United States has accused the WHO of bewiggerators, chairs and tables

showing such cartoons in a civics class too close to China in the first phase of floating through streets on the
France, home to Europe’s largef - - - the pandemic, when critics say Beijing deluge. TRT Haber showed cars
Muslim community and hit by a strind Armenia ’ Azer b a IJ an Ag ree to was slow in sharing crucial informatipn in lzmir’s Seferihisar district
of militant attacks in recent years, hg: _ : on the new coronavirus which fifst had been dragged by the water
defended the right to publish sucf Defuse C ag orno-Karabakh Conflict appeared in the city of Wuhan. and piled on top of each other.

cartoons. Macron has insisted Frante GENEVA (Reuters) - Armenia and Azerbaijan agreedontrolled by ethnic Armenians. About 30,000 per |

will not compromise on its .basm on Friday to refrain from deliberately targetingwere killed in a 1991-94 war in the region.

freedoms of belief and expression. | civilians in a conflict over the mountain enclave of Azeri President Ilham Aliyev said on Twitter t ¢ I
In I_nglstar), _Bangladesh and Nagorno Karabakh, where hundreds have been killeduntry’s troops had taken under their control 1 eTh ree T

Palestlnlan territories, t.ens of thousanfls in more than a month of fighting. more settlements. The regions to which he refe red

of Muslims staged anti-French protesfs The agreement, which falls short of what wouldre in the southern part of the conflict zone, clos

after Friday prayers. have been a fourth ceasefire, was reached during talke border with Iran. 0P ro - D e
In Pakistan, police briefly fired tear gas in Geneva between the countries’ foreign ministersAzerbaijan’s military gains since fighting began op

at protesters who broke through securfty and envoys from France, Russia and the Unitegept. 27 make a negotiated settlement more difficylt.

blockades in Islamabad in a failed attemp! States, co-chairs of the group created to mediate. Aliyev has rejected any solution that would leave

to demonstrate at the French Embags' The co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group said in Armenians in control of territory claimed by botf e a_ e r

against the printing in France of images statement that Armenia and Azerbaijan had alsmuntries as part of their historic homeland.

“w

depicting the Prophet Mohammad. agreed to exchange the bodies of flghters and tdn comments published on the prime ministerial BANGKOK (Dispatches) - Three prominent Thal pro- democracy leaders
In Bangladesh, marchers in the capifal provide within a week lists of detained prisoners ofvebsite, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyar), were in hospital on Saturday after chaotic scenes outside a Bangkok police

Dhaka chanted “Boycott Fren(_: war, with the aim of an eventual exchange. responding to questions from foreign media, said hestation overnight as officers tried to slap them with further criminal charges.

products” and carried banners callifg Human rights groups called earlier for an immediateelieved “the principle of ‘remedial secession’ should A court on Friday ordered the release of Panupong “Mike” Jadnok,

Macron “the world’s biggest terrorist’{ halt to the use of banned weapons by both sides after applied to Nagorno-Karabakh”. Panusaya “Rung” Sithijirawattanakul and Parit “Penguin” Chiwarak who

Some burn(_ed efflg!es of Macron. ) confirming the use of cluster munitions either fired or Remedial secession refers to the secession of a sub-gfobpve been in custody since mid-October on sedition charges -- but police
“Macron is leading Islamophobia,| supplied by Armenian forces in an attack this week drom its parent state as a remedy of last resort. sought to question them over outstanding arrest warrants.

said Dhaka demonstrator Akramul Hafl. the Azeri city of Barda. Three ceasefires have failed to halt the latdst For months, protesters have staged almost daily rallies demanding reforms tc

“The Muslim world will not let this go|  The worst fighting in the South Caucasus for morfighting, the most recent brokered in Washington Igsthe country’'s monarchy and for Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha -- the former
Invain. We'll rise and stand in solidarity than 25 years has brought into sharp focus the increasdhday by U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. | military chief who staged a 2014 coup -- to resign.
against him.” Protests also.took place In influence of Turkey, an ally of Azerbaijan, in a former Sporadic fighting continued on Friday. Azerbaijans The student-led demonstrations are also calling for a rewrite of the
India, Lebanon and Somalia. | Soviet region considered by Russia to be within idefence ministry said military positions and military-scripted constitution and an end to alleged government harassment
|r_1ter|or Minister Gerald Da}marnm sphere of influence. Nagorno-Karabakh is internationalsettlements in the Aghdere, Khojavend and Gubaflof political opponents.
said France was engaged in a wal recognised as part of Azerbaijan, but is populated aregions had come under fire. Panupong appeared to be unconscious as he was loaded into an ambulan
against Islamist ideology and more ... ., . outside the police station Friday night after being transported in a police
attacks on its soil were likely. “We ar . van from jail. Local media said he fainted after being subjected to a
in a war against an enemy that is bagthe “chokehold” by plainclothes police.
inside and outside,” he told RTL radiq. & Parit and Panusaya were allowed to mingle with about 300 supporters
“Any symbol of the republic or outside the station for several hours until police from Ayutthaya,
Christianity is a potential target,” Nicg 80 kilometres (50 miles) north of Bangkok arrived to question them in the
Police Chief Richard Gianotti told early hours of Saturday morning.
Reuters. “We have to be vigilant, wg & “The iron bars can imprison the stars but not the starlight. In my heart,
have to be attentive.” French embassie: I still have faith in the people. The wind of change, the wind of democracy
were also told to step up security. has arrived in Thailand,” Parit told the crowd, who sang songs.
In Nice, residents mourned the victing L , ] ] - a Tosaporn Sererak, a doctor and former lawmaker, was with the pair as
of what was the second attack in the= 7 2 LI i . N_.. | they were loaded into an ambulance around 4:30am.
Mediterranean city in recent years. s —— “After questioning, both Rung and Penguin were feeling weak and have
In July 2016, a militant drove a truc Eols been sent to hospital where they are expected to stay for two-three days,’
through a seafront crowd celebratirg: Tosaporn told AFP, adding Parit has shards of broken glass in his skin from
Bastille Day, killing 86 people. a scuffle in a police van.
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marble £1 yard, & pkg
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BENGALURU (Reuters) - Indian Oil Corp Ltd, the country’s top refiner,
reported an eleven-fold rise in second-quarter profit on Friday that beat

Indian Oil Profit Beats Estim#fét

ates Qn higher tQry 0gins and.a | in_refiner rgjns. =
GHRYVentoryrGains
5 10n-Barrdis®per-day refit aghy.

Net profit for the state-owned company rose to 62.27 billion rupees ($842.14 million)
in the three months ended Sept. 30, from 5.63 billion rupees a year earlier.

third quarter as higher consumer

spendinggcompany investments

Kuwalit Supports Any OPEC+ SUppty sz

Decision as 2021 Curbs Loo

DUBAI (Reuters) - Kuwait said on Thursday it would support any decision made by OPEC and its allies on future oil supp
after OPEC and industry sources told Reuters some producers would prefer to pump more from January rather than extend

German Economy Grows
At Record Pace Before
Second Wave of Pandemic

BERLIN (Reuters) - The German
economy grew by a record 8.2% in the

spending

and exports helped Europe’s largest
economy to recover partly from its worst-

ever recession caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, data showed on Friday.

The jump in output from July to September was the biggest since the Federal Statisti
Office began collecting quarterly growth data in 1970 and was stronger than the
7.3% increase predicted by economists in a Reuters poll.

The jump followed an unprecedented plunge of nearly 10% in the second quarter, when househt

and trade collapsed during the first wave of the pandemic.
under water, the higher it jumps out of it. That also applies t

" DekaBank analyst Andreas Scheuerle said.
An aggressive second wave of infections and a new partial lockdown to slow down the
spread of the disease are now clouding the growth outlook for the fourth quarter and beyon
The bigger-than-expected rebound in the third quarter was driven by higher private consumptiol
peheynding investments in equipment and strong exports, the statistics office said.
tpuf@8HEliminary data did not include a lot of details, but car companies and engineering associatio

De-facto OPEC leader Saudi Arabia and non-OPEC Russia are in favour of extending existing oil production cuts of afufi@ve.pointed to surprisingly strong demand from China in recent months. Separately, the Germ.

million barrels per day (bpd) into next year. They want to maintain cuts because fuel demand worldwide remains depresse
coronavirus pandemic’s impact on population movement and economic activity.

wowsp@ent on Friday revised upwards its estimate for gross domestic product this year. It no
expects GDP to shrink by 5.5% in 2020 compared with a previous estimate for a 5.8% declin

Extending existing curbs would mark a change from the existing pact between the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting| Lot@li#ried for calendar effects, it sees the economy shrinking by 5.9%.

(OPEC) and allies, a group known as OPEC+. The producers had previously agreed to raise output by 2 million bpd in Ja
“Kuwait fully supports the joint OPEC+ efforts to restore
balance to the oil market, and going forward we will also suppo
whatever necessary joint decisions will be agreed to under |
OPEC+ framework,” Kuwaiti Oil Minister Khaled al-Fadhel

said in a report published by state news agency KUNA. - -
OPEC and industry sources briefed on the matter h{FRANKFURT (Reuters) - The euro zone economy may shrink less this year than feared

earlier told Reuters that Kuwait, the United Arab Emirate[rebound is also likely to be more shallow, the European Central Bank’s Survey of Profe
and Iraq would like to find ways to increase supply byForecasters showed on Friday.
reviewing their output targets. The quarterly survey, done in early October before the most severe pandemic-related lockdown

OPEC+ next meets in November to decide on productiqwere implemented, sees the economy shrinking by 7.8% this year, less than its July prediction fo
policy. Debate about targets and how they are calculated wo{drop, while next year's growth is seen at 5.3%, below a previous forecast for 5.7%.
complicate policy discussions on balancing supply with weg Although these surveys are often an integral part of the ECB’s policy deliberations, its role h
demand. The UAE and Kuwait typically support Riyadh'gdiminished this time since the economic outlook is rapidly deteriorating as governments im
position, but both believed their output cut targets against th{lockdown measures to contain the rapid spread of the coronavirus.
capacity were too deep to sustain into 2021, the sources s{ Indeed, the ECB on Thursday flagged even more policy easing at its December meeting as
Both have made big investments in boosting capacity. double-dip recession grow and the only question is just how big its move will be.

“The countries are being suffocated with those cuts, it | Inflation in the survey is now seen at 0.3% this year, below a previous forecast for 0.4%
very tough to continue with them next year too,” said on|2021, it is expected to average 0.9%, down from 1% predicted in July, both well below the
OPEC source. target of almost 2%.

The UAE is finding the cuts challenging because of it
deals with international oil companies. When the countrjWhile the longer-term growth projection was left unchanged at 1.4%.

ryThe government confirmed its 2021 forecast for the economy to grow by 4.4% despite th

second wave of infections and the partial lockdown.

ECB Survey See Lower Growifinflation-Nexi

The government is planning to compensate companies
buaffected by the lockdown by paying them up to 75% of
ssitmeil sales from last year’s November. Finance Minister
Olaf Scholz has earmarked 10 billion euros for
medisisresw aid package.
an 818 government has since March unleashed massive
rescue and stimulus measures, including cash handouts
s lik@lyparents and a temporary value-added tax cut that
blen@egether seem to have stabilized domestic demand.

" China to Set Detaile
“  Targets for 2021-

In 2025, deemed as the “longer-term”, inflation is seen at 1.7%, above the last forecast f¢r 1

cuts, foreign oil companies have to contribute.

The UAE is cutting around 33% of its output potential, pumping 2§59 -
million bpd, down from around 3.9 million bpd in April before the dell, |MF 'I' ” UK | P b| | d W ” S
according to OPEC data. The UAE had pumped more than its target e S tO ncrease U IC nVeS[mem an e are Upport
August but pledged to compensate for the rise by reducing its oil subply
in the coming months.

Kuwait’s production cap is at 2.297 million bpd after it had booste
output to around 3.1 million bpd before the deal, meaning it is cu
about 26% of its output capacity, the data shows.

Irag, OPEC'’s second largest producer, is required to cut about 85
bpd. Baghdad, which needs oil revenue to rebuild after years of w
sectarian violence, has previously raised the possibility in talks
OPEC+ of exemption from the reductions next year, sources said.

“Iraq will stay committed to OPEC+ cut deal and we will keep respectin
pledge, not only to cut production but also to compensate for the missing
until end year,” said a senior Iragi oil official who attends OPEC meetings.

itafford to ramp up its already massivededicated page.

Chead of the International Monetary Funckases, Georgieva said at the end of a revi
asaid on Thursday. Britain's economy by the Fund.

public investment and bolster its welfarepolicy support is essential to address

rbecause of the crisis,
Georgieva, the IMF’'s managing director.

minister Rishi Sunak.

LONDON (Dispatches) - Britain can For more coronavirus news, Visit our
nspending push to counter the effects of thelt should also continue supporting companie
coronavirus pandemic on the economy, thand protecting workers until the economic hit
it The British government should increase “My main message today is that continued
isupport for people who lose their jobspandemic and to sustain and invigorate ¢

said Kristalinaecovery,” Georgieva said in an online
presentation alongside British finance

ew -
BEIJING (Reuters) - China will set detailed economic

targets for the 2021-2025 to help promote higher quality
the growth, following a meeting of top Chinese leaders, the
vice head of the country’s state planner said on Friday.
Ning Jizhe, vice head of the National Development
and Reform Commission (NDRC), told a news
conference the state planner will “put forward

Air France-KLM Warns of Bigger Losses Amid Lockdowns

PARIS (Reuters) - Air France-KLM AIRF.PA unveiled a 1.05 billion-euro ($1.24 billion) quarterly operating loss and

of worse to come as a resurgent coronavirus brings new travel curbs.

Shares in the Franco-Dutch airline group fell after it reported a 67% drop in third-quarter revenue to 2.52 billion

Friday, as France returned to full lockdown for at least a month.

New COVID-19 outbreaks pose a threat to network airlines already weakened by the crisis and long-haul travel

“We welcome that the authorities have
committed to deliver it as long as necessary ti
boost expectations and confidence.
dimegolicy space exists to do this,” she said.

The IMF has estimated that Britain is on

eomsan to rack up a budget deficit of 16.5
percent of gross domestic product this yeat
callepdsimg the damage wrought on the country’s

“The gradual closure of international borders in the second half of August and the resurgence of the pandemip gtiaigfinances by the global financial crisis.

impacted our results,” Chief Executive Ben Smith said.

Georgieva said fixing the public finances could

Air France-KLM has 12.4 billion euros in liquidity, thanks largely to a French and Dutch government-backed bailout, motastignored but should only happen “once thi
cushion comparable to those of European peers Lufthansa and, owner of British Airways, vowed on Friday to| quiatesector has durably picked up steam.”
slashing costs after posting a 1.3 billion-euro loss for the three months to Sept. 30.

Net debt at Air France-KLM increased by 1.34 billion euros over the quarter to 9.31 billion.

The financial pressure will intensify with a further collapse in traffic, Chief Financial Officer Frederic Gagey cautipnesunak welcomed the IMF report, which he

Air France is expected to operate less than 35% of its year-earlier capacity in the fourth quarter, with KLM runnihgaitoendorsed his economic policies and hi

45% of its schedule.

IMF staff said increases in the rate and scop
of major taxes would be almost inevitable.

warnings that there would need to be action i

And the group’s 1.22 billion-euro quarterly operating cash burn would have been 582 million euros worse without |pfytorento reduce borrowing.
delays agreed with suppliers and tax authorities - the benefits of which will now begin to wear off.
Air France-KLM shares were down 3.5% at 2.69 eurasaying today. It's right to support the
The stock has fallen 72% since the start of the year]| T@@nomy in the short term, but over time, -

operating loss was better than the 1.24 billion e
expected by analysts on 2.79 billion in reve
according to the median of 16 estimates in a com
consensus poll. Earnings before interest, tax

“Let me be clear on what the Fund is

raad in line with other major economies - we
eyust get our public finances back on a
aglystainable path,” he said

andhe IMF released more pessimistic forecast:

depreciation came in at a negative 442 million euros|diod the British economy which it now saw
will be “substantially lower” in the fourth quarter, Aircontracting by 10.4 percent in 2020 and ther

France-KLM said.

growing by 5.7 percent in 2021, down from

Some 565 million euros in restructuring chargesstimates published just a few weeks ago.

swelled its bottom-line net loss to 1.67 billion.

By year end, the group expects to reduce headcouptclantinue

Georgieva said the Bank of England shoulc
to keep monetary policy

8,800 full time-equivalent positions, or 10% of its pre-cfiseccommodative because of the “significani

level, with more cuts due in 2021 at Air France - wi

accounted for 78% of the group operating loss.

rlioﬁsk" that would come in weaker than its
2 percent target.

corresponding quantitative targets and specific
indicators” for the 14th five-year plan (2021-2025),
in line with leaders’ recommendations.

The government dropped its annual gross domestic
product (GDP) growth target in 2020 for the first time
since 2002 because of the uncertainty caused by
COVID-19, but it still set targets for employment,
inflation and the fiscal deficit. China aims for sustained
and healthy economic development in the next five
years, with an emphasis on higher quality growth, the
ruling Communist Party’s Central Committee said in a
communique published on Thursday, after a conclave.

The communique did not give a specific percentage
growth target for the world's second-largest economy.
Targets are expected to be announced when the five-year
plan is approved at the annual parliament meeting in early
2021. Government think tanks and economists had made
recommendations for average annual gross domestic
product (GDP) growth targets including around 5%,
5-5.5% to 5-6%, policy sources have said.

The communique did say China plans to boost its
GDP per capita to a level on par with moderate
developed countries by 2035. Analysts at OCBC
said that implies China will need to grow by an
average 3-4% per year over the next 15 years.

China also will seek to keep residents’ income growth
in line with economic growth over the 2021-2025 period,
and will boost the incomes of low-income groups and
expand middle class, Ning said, adding that it aims to let
consumption play a basic role in supporting economic
growth. At the same conference, Han Wenxiu, a senior
Communist Party official, said China will expand market
access for foreign investors, and a complete decoupling
between China and the United States is unrealistic.
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i, . i, BAGHDAD (IP) - Irag’s Kurdish region said an attack on an oil pipeline
P | pe I | ne Attack H aItS O | I EXpO rts October 28 has halted oil exports to Turkey.

The Iraqi Kurdistan Region said in a statement on Saturday that an oil «
pipeline from the region to Turkey was targeted on Wednesday (October

From |raQ’S KurdISh Reglon which led to a halt in oil exports.

The pipeline transports oil from northern Iraq

BRUSSELS (Reuters) - Power plants fuelled by natural gas will not be classed
as a sustainable investment in Europe, unless they meet an emissions limit that

none currently comply with, according to d
seen by Reuters.

raft European Union regulations

The landmark EU rules, due to be finalised this year, will force providers of

financial products to disclose from the end of 2

021 which investments meet climate

criteria, and can therefore be marketed as “sustainable”.
The aim is to steer billions of euros in much-needed private funding into low-

carbon projects to help the EU hit ambitious
greenwashing by stopping the labelling of
criteria as “green”.

climate goals, and limit so-called
investments that do not meet the

The draft rules say that to be classed as a sustainable investment - one that makes
a “substantial” contribution to curbing climate change - gas power plants must not
produce more than 100 grams of CO2 equivalent per kilowatt hour.

Even Europe’s most efficient gas plants prod

uce more than three times this limit,

according to estimates by industry and independent climate think tank Ember.

To comply, plants could use carbon capture and storage (CCS) technology -
currently, no European gas plants do so, although companies such as Equinor
EQNR.OL and Shell RDSa.L are developing local CCS projects in industrial sectors.

“The gas lobby has had its core request c
Vaughan, an analyst tracking industry lobbying

Gas industry groups ramped up lobbying efforts after most gas plants and pipelised by the European Investment Bank to screen investments. The EIB will

were excluded from a provisional list published

green finance rules to build on the existing gas
of the bloc’s future energy system.

Total and Equinor signed an open letter to EU leaders this month calling for theaving a threshold that is not in line with the EIB suggests a lack of joineg rgg’;}nal and religious principles.”

onclusively rejected,” said Rebecca
for InfluenceMap. The EU rules use a tighter emissions limit than the 250g of CO2 per kwh thre

in March. Companies including Rancing unabated fossil fuel projects by end-2021.

market and network as the backitdes: between public and private lending, which is perverse,” Eurogas Sec
General James Watson told Reuters.

to the Turkish city of Ceyha

FROM PAGE 1

“The production and distribution of masks is |an
important issue,” he said. “The Basij forces should
provide masks in busy places.”
“Providing livelihood packages to families who
have financially suffered from coronavirus | is
currently being done by different sections of the
IRGC,” said Salami.

He also ordered the IRGC provincial offices| to
distribute hygienic packages among the low-income
households and promote the health protocols for
tackling the coronavirus infection.

FROM PAGE 1

He reiterated that the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is
considered as Axis of Resistance against the enemy, has
been attacked by the enemy with political pressures,
military threats, cruel and tough economic sanctions.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Mousavi pointed to the
presence of foreign powers in the region and added,
“A major portion of factors behind formation of these
sRER$S is due to the role of foreign powers. Unfortunately,
§Q(E,5e factors are also the result of divergent policies and
behaviors within the Islamic world, which are far from

etSe of the most important reasons behind spread of
curfent crises in the Islamic world is the lack| of

The Commission declined to comment on the draft rules, which are subject ibe draft rules would label certain pipeline investments as sustainable - incm&m%/iergence and weakness of movement towards the

change before publication.
The rules would not ban companies from in

refurbishments to enable gas pipelines to carry more low-carbon gases PiR

vesting in projects that don’t miedrogen, or repairs to plug methane leaks.

mity of Islamic religions as well as lack of sufficient
attention to the unity, amity and solidarity of Muslims, he

the EU’s “sustainable” criteria but industry groups have warned that excludirgowever, investments in new pipelines would only count as sustainable if theySaf& 2dding, “Thus, Unity, Amity and empathy as well as
gas plants could mean they will struggle to raise finance - even for investméggicated to transporting low-carbon gas.

to reduce emissions.

Rules on nuclear power investments will be added following a Commis

France Economy
Bounces Back in
Third Quarter

PARIS (Dispatches) - Economic activity in Fra

Poll Finds Majority of Europeans Would Vote for Biden

PARIS (Dispatches) - Joe Biden would hammer Donald Trump in the upcoming U.S. presidential election if it were
Europeans heading to the ballot box, a poll showed Friday, underscoring the incumbent’s unpopularity across the Atlantic.
Among five countries surveyed by pollsters BVA -- Britain, France, Germany, Italy and Spain -- the Germans were FROM PAGE 1

the most enthusiastic Biden supporters, with 66 percent saying they would back the Democrat if allowed to v
Just eight percent of Germans said they would vote Trump, while 27 percent were undecided or said they would
Trump’s best score was in Italy, where 15 percent would make their mark for the Republican candidate.
But Biden’s score was close to three times as high there, at 42 percent.

Across Europe, Trump’s decision to withdraw the US from the 2015 Paris climate agreement was one of his least
moves of the last four years, with single-digit approval ratings everywhere but Spain, where 11 percent agreed.

His plan to build a wall along the U.S. border with Mexico was almost as unpopular, with Brits the bigges
at only 17 percent approval.

A large majority of Europeans say they are interested in the election, with Germans following the race fi
nce White House most closely at 85 percent, while other countries clustered around the 70-percent mark.

bounced back strongly in the third quarter following Asked their opinion of the US more generally, just 22 percent of Germans said they viewed the country pos

the lifting of the coronavirus lockdown, data sho

wed12 points behind than the next-most-sceptical Brits.

on Friday, but the government still expects Eurgpe’s ltaly was the most favorable to the U.S., with 38 percent saying they had a good opinion.
second-biggest economy to remain deep in recessic BVA said it surveyed a total of 11,737 people across 10 countries in October to compile the survey.

for the year as a whole.
French gross domestic product expanded by

percent e petoston iy 0 senenber o [ OMT Grabs S martphone Marketshare-i-«{Jg-as-titaw

office Insee calculated in preliminary data.
Nevertheless, economic output was “sha

18.

rplySHANGHAI (Reuters) - took the number four spot

lower than it had been before the crisis,” with Chinese smartphone maker in the September quarter.

GDP down by 4.3 percent on a year-on-year b

asisKiaomi Corp grabbed market Still, the iPhone 11 was

the statisticians said. share in China and Europe in the quarter’s best-selling

And while Insee did not provide a forecast for|thethe September quarter as rival phone in China despite
fourth quarter, Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire Huawei Technologies’ having no 5G technology,
insisted that the country would remain mired in recessiodlominance slipped due to U.S. market research firm
across the whole of 2020 as it re-enters lockdown fo trganctions, market data showed. Counterpoint said in a
to stem the second wave of virus infections. Xiaomi took third spot on note on Thursday.

The government is projecting economic contragtionthe global leaderboard. It The iPhone 12 release
of 11 percent for this year, a slight downward revisionsold 47.1 million handsets timing drove down Apple’s
from an earlier forecast of 10 percent, Le Maire |toldin the third quarter, a 45% sales in Greater China by
France Inter radio shortly after Insee published thesurge from a year earlier, 29% in the September
third-quarter GDP data. according to market research firm Canalys. quarter, the company said on Thursday. It expects

“It's a moderate revision, simply because we’'ve
a very strong third quarter,” he said. The Fre
economy has considerable capacity to bounce ba

The recovery in GDP in the July-September pe
was driven primarily by a jump of 17.3 percen
household spending, Insee calculated.

had The global smartphone market contracted 1% yeaeturn to growth in China in the current quarter.
nchon-year in July-September with shipments down to 348n China, Xiaomi was the only brand that recorde
ack.million units, but rose 22% from the pandemicgrowth, according to Counterpoint, with sales up 89

in Samsung Electronics Co Ltd regained the top spaipntinued to shrink, with shipments falling 14%.

Public spending also increased, investmendue to political tensions. from Huawei,” Canalys analyst Mo Jia said in a note o

rebounded sharply, and French exports jumpe

23.3 percent quarter-on-quarter, the data showed.

d byHuawei slipped to number two globally, and AppleFriday. In Europe, Huawei's shipments slumped by
which only launched the new iPhone earlier this monthuarter while Xiaomi’s jumped 88%, he said.

FROM PAGE 1

riodoummeled second quarter. year-on-year. The overall Chinese smartphone markeimergency of international concern.

convergence in the Islamic world is more essential than
Rygr in the contemporary world of today.”
According to the Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
the issue of unity today is at the top of Islamic issues
and strengthening the movement towards Islamic
convergence is the first necessity of Islamic world in
the current situation, he added.

ote.
Jdealranian diplomat added, “We are waiting for the

response by the four countries [Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Russia, and Turkey] in a short time in order to pave
gbgmy for resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh in a way
that is accepted by all.”
fafgmediate implementation of the plan is not easy, but
we are not disappointed and we will continue jour
oeffags,” Aragchi noted. He embarked on a regional tour
on Tuesday, which first took him to Baku and then to
tegeow, Yerevan and Ankara to present Iran’s initiative
for Solving the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis peacefully.

FROM PAGE 1

S
unfeasible, adding that safe and effective vaccines are
the only way to make it possible.

“It also reinforces to me just how morally unconscionable
and unfeasible the so-called natural herd immunity strategy is.
Not only would it lead to millions more unnecessary deaths,
it would also lead to a significant number of people facing a
long road to full recovery. Herd immunity is only possible
with safe and effective vaccines that are distributed equitably
around the world. And until we have a vaccine, governments
and people must do all that they can to suppress transmission,
which is the best way to prevent these post-COVID long-term
consequences,” said Ghebreyesus.

Ghebreyesus stressed that governments and people |should
try their best to curb the spread of the virus before the vaccine
% developed, which is the best way to prevent long-term
consequences of the virus. The WHO Emergency Committee
don COVID-19, after a two-day meeting, unanimously agreed
on Friday that the pandemic still constituted a public health

The meeting was convened by Ghebreyesus under the

helped by sales in India, where Chinese brands sufferetkiaomi executed with aggression to seize shipmentsntemational Health Regulations to review the pandemic

Nsituationand progress made onthe temporary recommendations.
@The pandemic continues to require a coordinated international
response, according to the committee.

Andrew Batson at Gavekal Research Company in Hong Kong said, “US sanctions on Chinese technology |€au@dded that the government’s official research and development target could be raised to three percent of gr

were game-changing events for China’s leadership,” adding, “The moves showed that the US had endommsdic product compared with just 2.2 per cent at present.

leverage over China due to its dominance of core semiconductor technologies, and that the US was williagctirding to the data released by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) on Saturday, China’s manufacturir
sector continued growing in October as its purchasing managers’ index (PMI) was operating above the expans
Han Wenxiu, a senior party finance official, said at a press briefing on Friday morning that, “Only by beiwmsjof 51.4 percent.
technologically self-sufficient can we support high-quality development.” The PMI, a key gauge of manufacturing activity in China, has largely bounced back after plunging in Februar
Qu Hongbin, chief China economist at HSBC, said, “There will be more of a policy push for higisea result of tough pandemic-control measures. The index level was 0.1 percentage less than the previous mc
R&D spending in the coming years, especially in strategic sectors such as biotechnology, semiconduthersiBS said that the PMI has been at 51.0 percent and above since the beginning of July and it has been in

deploy that leverage for geopolitical goals.”

and new energy vehicles.”

expansion range for eight months running since the b

eginning of March.
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Koeman Not Worried / E:S b6="r% ®%sS e’ EAF President Ahmad
6ZLWFKERDUG ( ODLO $GGUHVYV .- .
About Barca Future  os ey assaas info@irannewsdaily.com Tests Positive for Covid-19
ISSN 1024-6053 . ) .
ADRID (Reuters) - Barcelona president Josep Maria Bartomet 3 XEQLF SHODWLRQV 7HO =27 = 7 RLE875.8551 RIS (AFP)- The president of the Confederation of African
resignation has not left coach Ronald Koeman fearing for his jot  (+98)(21) 44253450 $G G U HN6M3, Pajouhesh St., Football Anmad Ahmad learned on Friday that he had tested
Bartomeu and the entire board of directors resigned on Tues( Editorial Board: 44253449 *ROH<DQ ,, 6W *ROH<DQ 6ROSItVE QoY1 he said on his Twitter account.
rather than facing a vote of no confidence, which was schedu 3XEOLF SHODWLRQV )D]J %OYG 7HKUDQ ,VODPLF 5H S“%Es(gpr,giqg, I've 1888 declared positive to #Covid19. | have
for next month. It was Bartomeu who appointed the Dutchm: (+98)(21) 44253395 P UL QW Hi6nEE S D U ] PS.DE | mild symptoms, but I'm well,” he wrote. A CAF press release said
in the close season, after sacking Quique Setien. $GYHUWLVLOJ '"HSDUWPHQWL<ULEXWHG E\ Ahmad, who had been in Morocco for the Confederation Cup final
Yet despite a promising start B:'J\rca have lost their last two leag Tel/Fax:(+98) (21) 44253335-9/44253234 & LWLHV Rl ,UDQ &XOWXUD an ,§l{§q§y, had arrived in Cairo on Wednesday and started to
games and go into Saturday’s meeting with Alaves trailin . e/ wH SUWLVWLF ,OVWLWXW H present mild flu symptoms. He underwent a test on Thursday
Real Madrid, who beat their rivals 3-1 last week, by Six pOint i http://ww.irannewsdaily.com Managing Director: Fereydoon Taherpour Asl which came back pOSitiVe on Frlday
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Arsenal and United éf?;ﬁ; aS“tJir
Clashes No Longer Unclear
T | tl e D eCl d ers B

ERLIN (Reuters) - Bayern Munich
coach Hansi Flick said on Friday, with

ONDON (Dispatches) - The days when the winners of the two league matches months-long contract talks having made
between Arsenal and Manchester United decided where the title was destined are no progress towards a new deal.
over, United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said Friday. The 28-year-old Austria international
The former United striker featured in many of those matches when managernidwever, he left last season to take over at Arsenal replacing compatriot Unai Emengas been at Bayern since his youth days
legends Alex Ferguson and Wenger were in charge in games that often boiled aneeguided the club to FA Cup success. in 2008 and has been a key defender for
both on and off the pitch. “You can see what he’s doing; he’s got his own ideas,” said Solskjaer. many years, with his current deal
Such fireworks are unlikely on Sunday at least off the pitch as 15th-placed United hasé’s worked under a top manager (Wenger) before. running out in 2021.
Arsenal, who are two points better off than their opponents having played a game maoigs a great foundation to build from.” But several rounds of contract talks
Solskjaer and his Gunners counterpart Mikel Arteta are very different personalitiesgelskjaer said it was hard for him to judge himself on how far he had brought Unitetietween the player and the club have
Ferguson and Wenger. since replacing Jose Mourinho in December 2018. so far failed to reach an agreement.
“When | played it was between us both to win the league, so that was a fierce rivalryle want to develop, we want to improve,” he said. With Alaba becoming a free agent in
said Solskjaer. “It's not up to me to say how far we’'ve come. the summer, Bayern could decide to sell
“There were all sorts of old stories -- the passion, the excitement and thae been very pleased with the response after the start of the season. him in the winter transfer window in
importance of those games. “We had to hang in early on and try to get points on the board. their last chance to cash in on a move if
“We knew if we took six points off them we’d more or less win the league, or vice versalow we feel fit and strong and competitive in every game.” there is no new deal.
“There’s still the rivalry, the history, but now we don't think about them as our rivals agnited’s home thrashing by Spurs is one of a number of surprising results this seasofi really hope that he signs a new deal
anyone as our rivals. already -- Aston Villa whipped champions Liverpool 7-2 -- and this makes Solskjaer feglith Bayern because | think he knows
“We just need to put points on the board.” it will be a much more competitive title race. what the current situation is in Munich,”
Solskjaer, whose side have shown character in rebounding from their 6-1 humiliatiort$$ many clubs have developed strength in depth and ability to challenge for trophiessaid Flick who led the Bavarians to five
home to Tottenham Hotspur earlier thighe 47-year-old Norwegian said. titles in 2020, including the domestic
H |k b N S d season, said Arteta was clearly making his“The top two (Liverpool and Manchester City) have run away with it in the lastdouble and the Champions League, after
UIKEN erg Ot tl’eSSe as mark at Arsenal. two seasons but this year a lot of us would hope to put up a challenge. taking over a year ago. “We have a lot of
. The Spaniard played under Wenger at the“Back then (when Solskjaer played) it was Arsenal, then Chelsea (who challenged United)un, it is a good atmosphere in the team and
He CO“SlderS F]_ Future Gunners before having a spell as assistantNow it's more exciting and interesting for the fans. Anything can happen, as this seaso#e play successful football. It is a club that
to Pep Guardiola at Manchester City. has shown.” belongs among the best in the world.

OME (Dispatches) - Formula On

(¢

super-sub Nico Hulkenberg said this 0 ] L] L] .
week he is staying cool as he ponders jhis | ” (( k VI ff r H VI L I n VI n n
future in the sport — not knowing if he _D
could be racing for Red Bull next year or L
watching from the stands again. IENNA (Dispatches) - Novak Djokovic “I'm healthy and looking forward to a strong finish in London (the season-ending ATP Firjals)”.
The 33-year-old German driver has shrugged off his heaviest defeat on Italian Sonego, ranked 42 and who had initially lost in qualifying last weekend, is the first
produced outstanding performances when Friday by insisting he had achieved his godlicky loser ever to beat Djokovic. The only other time Djokovic had won just three games
called up at short notice as a reserve driver far of wrapping up the year-end world numbemas at the 2005 Australian Open at the hands of Marat Safin in a best-of-five set en¢ounter.
Racing Point this year, but knows his hopes of one spot for a record-equalling sixth time.  “He just blew me off the court, that’s all,” Djokovic told atptour.com.
landing a permanent seat rely on other tgam Djokovic was stunned 6-2, 6-1 by Italian lucky loser Lorenzo Sonego in the quarter-findtée was better in every segment of the game. It was a pretty bad match from my side, but
decisions. “The situation in Formula Onelis| of the Vienna ATP tournament. amazing from his side. “He definitely deserved this result,” added the Serb star who was |playing
that there are 20 seats and that is syper Buthaving won two rounds in the Austrian capital, 33-year-old Djokovic is virtually guarantbisdfirst tournament since his Roland Garros final defeat to Rafal Nadal three weeks ago.
limited,” he told The ESPN Flpodcast. equalling Pete Sampras's record of securing the year-ending top ranking for the sixth tiBjekovic can only be denied the end of year world number one ranking if Nadal jtakes
“Very few numbers... This is a thing | “Clinching the year-end number one had an effect on me,” Djokovic told a news conferene@a unlikely wild card into the Sofia tournament next month.
that is out of my control and other peogle| “I have done what | came here for, securing the number one. And I'm completely fiide Spaniard has already said, however, that travelling to Bulgaria after next week’s
make the decision for me — or about me, with today’s result. Paris Masters and before London is not on his agenda.
but I'm not too stressed.”

Hulkenberg said he had produced
competitive performances when called nl/? 1 1
up tr?is year.p“When | had the chance —Van D IJ k S Ralkkonen tO Remaln
and that’s the one thing, if you are npt

doing a full season, that is kind of Knee Surgery Wlth Second Famlly

difficult... You're not that visible and

people tend to forget quickly.
“They always tend just to remember t 1eA S uccess Alfa RO meo

last race so it's not easy to make gn

impression. | was happy to be able to have ONDON (Dispatches) - Virgil van OME (Dispatches) - Finland's former
some races and to perform well. | think | did Dijk has undergone successful knee ormula One champion Kimi Raikkonen
what | had to do and now it's up to them" surgery and will begin rehabilitation, has been retained by the team he calls his

Hulkenberg has been linked with [a Premier League champions Liverpool “second family” Alfa Romeo for next season
potential vacancy at Red Bull whefe said on Friday. along with team-mate Antonio Giovinazzi.

London-born Thai driver Alex Albon has ~ The club would not say how long the 29-year-old central defender would be out. | Raikkonen, crowned world champion in 2007 driving for Ferrari, will be able to extend
struggled as team-mate to Mgx Van Dijk, who was pivotal in both Liverpool's Champions League success in 201P kisdecord number of Grand Prix starts which he set earlier this season.
Verstappen this year. their title triumph last season, suffered cruciate ligament damage after a tackle frohe 41-year-old known as ‘The Iceman’ -- who finished runner-up twice in the world

The outfit has said it will consider Albons  Everton goalkeeper Jordan Pickford earlier this month. championship -- will be competing in his 19th season at the highest level.
future after this weekend's two-day Emilla  “Virgil van Dijk has undergone surgery on the knee ligament injury he sustained earl@iovinazzi, 26, is Ferrari's reserve driver and they saw enough of his ability this season t
Romagna Grand Prix at Imola with team this month,” read a club statement. give him another campaign -- Ferrari control one of the Alfa seats.
chief Christian Horner stressing it is Réd “The Liverpool defender’s planned operation took place in London and |wahe announcement comes a day after Alfa Romeo confirmed its commercial deal to bran
Bull’'s preference to keep him. conducted successfully. and back the Swiss-based team that started its life in F1 as Sauber in 1993.

Hulkenberg is likely to be in competitioh  “Van Dijk will now immediately focus on the beginning of his rehabilitation with theRaikkonen, who made his F1 debut with Sauber in 2001, before moving back to them ir
with Mexican Sergio Perez, the man he support of the Reds’ medical department. 2019 after a second stint with Ferrari, said the team was like a home from home for him.
stood in for with Racing Point at bo “No timeframe has been placed on the Dutchman'’s return to action.” “It is more than a team to me; it is like a second family,” he said.

Silverstone races in July, for that seai—‘if Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp told his press conference on the eve of their Prerf8& many of the faces that were around me when | made my F1 debut in 2001 are still hel
Red Bull decide to switch to a mole League home game with West Ham that Van Dijk was doing okay. and the unique atmosphere of this team is what gives me that extra motivation to keep going
experienced and reliable points-scoring “This time (after a operation) is always unpleasant. He is good as good as cdn B&ils is a team that values hard work over words and this fits well with my style.”

driver alongside Verstappen. said Klopp. Raikkonen, who is 17th in the drivers’ standings with two points this season, added he

Both Alfa Romeo and Haas, two teamis  The 53-year-old German said it was time to move on even though Liverpool have spoéeed he and Giovinazzi could move up a gear next season and challenge for more poin
powered by Ferrari, have yet to confirm to referee chief Mike Riley about why VAR was not referred to. Alfa Romeo said the line-up highlighted the team’s “commitment to continuity”.
their 2021 driver line-ups, but Hulkenbefg  Pickford’s challenge has been labelled as “stupid” by Liverpool midfielder Georgini still see the passion and motivation in Kimi every time | see him at work,” said team
is only an outsider as a candidate for thgse Wijnaldum but Klopp drew a line under it. boss Frederic Vasseur.
seats as they are almost certain to gq to “| don't want to talk about this anymore. | would immediately if it would changeHe can be trusted to deliver 100% of what the car can produce and he is a true leader f
Ferrari-approved drivers. anything but it doesn't,” he said. the people working around him.




