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DAMASCUS (Dispatches) - Residents of the northern Syrian city of Raqqah, the former stronghold of the 
Daesh Takfiri terrorist group, have called on the government to return to the war-wracked city and provide civil 
services for the residents.

Raqqah fell to the U.S.-sponsored Kurdish militants last year after they drove the Takfiri terrorists out of the 
city. The militants have, however, refused to hand over the control of Raqqah back to the Syrian government.

Raqqah residents recalled times before the conflict erupted and when services such as water and electricity 
were not scarce. They expressed hope that the government would return.

“We want the government to come back; we want them back to open schools and offer education to the 
students and offer all the services we want - like water and electricity. We have been deprived of many things 
for years now. As for Daesh, we don’t want to see them again. They destroyed us,” a Raqqah resident said.

Last year, Daesh lost its de facto capital of Raqqah after four months of fighting and bombings by the so-called Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), a U.S.-backed coalition of mainly Kurdish militants. The bombings left the city in ruins.

U.S.-led coalition attacks against Daesh in Syria’s Raqqah last broke international law by endangering the lives 
of civilians, says international rights group.

Daesh-controlled territory in Syria’s north and east has been reduced to just a handful isolated pockets.
The U.S. support for several militant groups in Syria, notably Kurds, has sparked fears that they might be 

trying to create a statelet outside the Syrian government’s control.

Raqqah Residents Call for Syrian Gov’t Return

Leader Says Holding  
Talks With U.S. Is FutileTEHRAN (IFP) - The Iranian envoy to the IAEA has 

rejected rumors that Iran and the Agency have signed a 
secret deal that gives the UN nuclear watchdog extraordinary 
access to Iranian researchers, suggesting the recent 
inspection of an Iranian university by the IAEA has been 
carried as part of Iran’s normal nuclear obligations.

Kazem Gharib-Abadi, Iran’s representative at the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, said there is no 
“secret agreement” that allows the IAEA to inspect 
Iranian universities.

“There are no secret agreements for inspection of 
universities and other places and everything has been in 
accordance with the country’s obligations,” he said.

On Monday, Fars News Agency reported that the IAEA’s 
inspectors had made a secret visit to Iran University of 
Science and Technology in Tehran, quoting an IUST 
faculty member as saying that another inspection had been 
made at Sharif University of Technology.

The report was confirmed this week by Science Minister 
Mansour Gholami, who said the inspection was authorized 
by the Supreme National Security Council.

Gholami said the IAEA inspectors had just visited the 
universities’ laboratories.

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
announced Saturday that ten IRGC forces have been 
martyred in a terrorist attack on a border post in the 
western province of Kurdistan.

“In the last night’s attack by culprits and anti-revolutionary 
terrorists affiliated to the global arrogance (the U.S.) on the 
border post of the IRGC Ground Force’s Hamzeh Seyed 
al-Shohada Base in the village of Dari in Marivan District 
in Kurdistan Province and subsequently, the explosion of an 
ammunition depot, 10 fighters of Islam were martyred,” the 
IRGC Public Relations Department said in a statement, 
according to Iranian media.

In the clash, a number of terrorists were killed and a 
number of others suffered injuries and escaped the scene, 
the statement added. The IRGC further emphasized that “a 
deadly and crushing revenge” awaits the terrorist along with 
their anti-revolutionary groups and their supporters.

According to reports, the terrorist and hostile Party of 
Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK) has undertaken the 
responsibility for terrorist attack near Dari village in 
Marivan border region in the wee hours of Monday.

Governor of Marivan Mohammad Shafie told IRNA on 
Monday that the terrorist attack martyred 11 and injured 8.

Shafie said 10 of the martyrs were from the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) and Basijis and one IRGC 
conscript. He added that seven of the martyrs were Marivan 
residents, one residing in Sanandaj and three from Qorveh.

ISTANBUL (Reuters) - Turkey’s biggest oil importer 
Tupras has cut back purchases of Iranian crude since 
May, when the United States said it would re-impose 
sanctions on Tehran, and analysts say Tupras is likely 
to stick to lower volumes in coming months.

NATO member Turkey depends heavily on imports to 
meet its energy needs and neighboring Iran has been one 
of its main sources of oil because of its proximity, crude 
quality and favorable price differentials, traders say.

In the first four months of 2018, Tupras, Turkey’s 
largest refiner, bought an average of 187,196 barrels 
per day of Iranian oil, data from Turkey’s energy 
watchdog EPDK showed.

In April alone, Tupras imported eight cargoes - equivalent 
to just over 240,000 bpd - from the OPEC member.

But since May, when President Donald Trump announced 
the re-imposition of U.S. sanctions on Tehran after pulling 
out of a 2015 nuclear deal, Tupras’s purchases of  
Iranian oil have gone down.

KIEV (Dispatches) - According to port data, in May 
2018 Romanian traders shipped 228.5 KMT of corn, 
which was 128% higher than in May 2017. Key buyers 
of the reporting month were: Iran – 102 KMT,  
Spain – 47 KMT, Turkey – 34.6 KMT, UK – 30 KMT.

Thus, over September-May 2017/18 Romania 
increased corn exports through ports to 3094 KMT 
(+40.8% y/y), which exceeded total exports of  
last season - 2350 KMT.

Spain continues to remain the largest importer of 
Romanian corn this season. Over September-May 
2017/18 Spanish imports of corn reached 1230 KMT, 
which was 330% higher than over the same period last 
season. Last season Egypt was number one on that list 
(332.9 KMT over September-May 2016/17), but over 
the reporting period the country was not among the 
importers of Romanian corn.

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - Iranian authorities have ruled that members 
of religious minorities living in the country can be 
elected as members of city and village councils, 
reaffirming an existing law that had been rejected by 
the Guardian Council.

Iran’s Expediency Council, which is charged with 
resolving disputes between the Iranian Parliament and the 
Guardian Council, ruled on Saturday that members of the 
religious minorities can be elected to local councils.

Two-thirds of those participating a Saturday meeting 
of the Expediency Council voted for the law, which will 
allow Sepanta Niknam, a Zoroastrian member-elect of 
Yazd’s city council, to start his work as a councillor 
after being suspended by the Guardian Council.

“Today, the Expediency Council ruled that the 1996 law on 
religious minorities is applicable and they can run for local 
elections,” Gholam-Reza Mesbahi-Moqaddam a member of 
the Expediency Council said.

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – The next round of a summit 
between the presidents of Iran, Russia, and Turkey is 
slated to be held in Tehran in late summer, the Russian 
ambassador to Turkey announced.

 “As far as I know, agreements have been made on 
holding the tripartite summit,” Alexei Yerkhov was 
quoted as saying by Russia’s TASS news agency.

However, the exact date and the agenda of the meeting 
has not been determined yet and the issue has been 
postponed until the end of holydays in August, he added.

In April, the presidents of Iran, Russia and Turkey - 
the three guarantor states of de-escalation zones in 
Syria - held a meeting in Ankara to discuss ways for 
peaceful settlement of the crisis in Syria.

The three countries have so far held several rounds of 
peace talks in Kazakhstan’s Astana and elsewhere to help 
end the conflict in Syria. The fourth round of those talks in 
May 2017 produced a memorandum of understanding on 
de-escalation zones in Syria, sharply reducing fighting in 
the country. Diplomatic efforts to end fighting in Syria 
gained momentum in 2017 with the announcement of a 
ceasefire in the Arab country in early January.
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At the Official Decree of President 

Hassan Rouhani, Islamic Republic of 

Iran Joined Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN), Notifying 

Iran’s Permanent Membership

Iran’s Planning and Budget 

Organization (PBO) Has Offered an 

“Executive Package” to President 

Hassan Rouhani as Its Plan to 

Curb the Impact of Sanctions

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, the Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, says holding talks with the 
United States and restoring relations with the country would not solve any of Tehran’s problems.

It is a clear mistake to think that negotiating or having ties with the U.S. would settle the Islamic Republic’s 
problems, the Leader said in a Saturday meeting with Iranian foreign minister and a group of Iranian ambassadors 
and diplomats in Tehran.

“The U.S. has basic and fundamental problem with the Islamic Establishment of Iran. Moreover, there are many 
countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America which have ties with the U.S. but are still gripped with many 
problems,” Ayatollah Khamenei added.

The Leader pointed to the deep animosity of the U.S. towards the Islamic Republic, and said, “Americans seek to restore 
the position they had in Iran before the 1979 Revolution, and would not be satisfied with anything less than that.”

The Leader said Washington’s opposition to Iran’s nuclear power, high enrichment capabilities, and its regional 
presence has its roots in the U.S.’ deep hostility towards the components of the Islamic Republic’s strength.

Ayatollah Khamenei referred to the country’s regional presence as one of the components of Iran’s power and 
security, and said this is why the enemies are opposed to such presence.

Iranian officials have repeatedly announced that the U.S. cannot be trusted, he noted, adding that he himself has 
long been repeating the fact that the Americans’ words and even signatures cannot be trusted. “So holding talks 
with the U.S. is futile.”

The Leader further highlighted the significance of taking advantage of the country’s untapped or less-tapped 
opportunities. “Negotiations with Europeans shouldn’t be stopped, but we shouldn’t stall the country while 
waiting for Europeans’ package [to save the Iran nuclear deal]; rather many required measures must be taken 
inside the country,” he added.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani during his recent trips to Europe threatened that if Iran’s oil is not allowed 
to be exported through the Persian Gulf due to the U.S. sanctions, then the oil of no other country in the region 
can be exported.

The Leader on Saturday described Rouhani’s comments as very important, saying that they showed the policy 
and approach of the Islamic Establishment of Iran.
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Official Denies Rumor of IRGC Chief Replacement

Silence Or Unawareness?
TASNIM* -  Minister of Cooperative, Labor 
and Welfare Ali Rabiee says he does not know 
the unemployment rate of the country.

As the recession has forced most production 
units to close down and unemployment rate is 
on the rise, the labor minister says he does not 
remember the latest unemployment rate.

The unemployment rate for winter season was 
12.1 percent last year. It seems the minister has 
decided to be silent over the statistics in order to 
avoid controversy or criticism.

Iran’s Statistical Center announced the number 
of unemployed people at 3.2m for last year but it 
seems the figure is more than 6m people.

Not to Run for President
ILNA* -  Minister of Information and 
Communications Technology refuted allegations 
that he is to run for president in 2021.

Reactinc to allegations, Mohammad Javad 
Azari Jahromi assured rumor-mongers that he 
does not intend to run for president.

He added that rivals are better not to be concerned 
about his presence in the presidential election.

Some believe that his recent bold reactions 
and remarks are basically because he wants  
to run for president.

Poor Pilot Always Blamed
TASNIM* -  An official with the Civil 
Aviation Organization of Iran blamed the pilot 
and co-pilot for the February crash of an ATR 
passenger plane that killed 66 people in 
southwestern Iran.

In a recent meeting with the managers of 
Iranian airlines in Tehran, the Civil Aviation 
Organization official, Hassan Rezaeefar, put 
the blame for the fatal crash on poor handling 
of the situation in the cockpit.

He said the pilot had brought down the plane 
below the minimum allowable altitude, 
managed the situation inappropriately, failed 
to run through the flight checklists, used the 
autopilot system in a wrong time when the 
plane was approaching the airport, and ignored 
a request from the co-pilot.

The official also blamed the co-pilot for an 
error in the checklist request process.

The ATR plane, operated by Aseman Airline, 
was flying from capital Tehran to the city of 
Yasouj on February 18 when it crashed into 
near the top of Mount Pazanpir with a height 
of 4,300 meters.

Some 265 Tons of  Drugs Seized
MEHR* -  More than 265 tons of different illegal 
drugs have been discovered and seized by Iranian 
forces since the start of new Iranian calendar year 
(starting on March 21), said Assadollah Hadinejad, 
deputy head of Iran’s Drug Control Headquarters 
in international affairs.

He went on to say that Iran had managed to 
confiscate some 249 tons of drugs during 
previous year’s same period which shows a 6.5 
percent increase year on year. More than 7668 
kg of these drugs have been discovered in 
previous week, he added, Fars reported on 
Saturday. Opium, with 6177 kg, consists 80.5 
percent of recent seizures, he highlighted.

Drug trafficking, mainly from Afghanistan 
to other countries, inflicts substantial 
damages to Iran. The country has turned to 
the front line of fight against drug smuggling 
and surely, more

TEHRAN (PressTV) - The Iranian Foreign Ministry 
says Palestinian people, Muslim countries and 
“freedom-seeking nations” will eventually “eradicate” 
the racism propagated by the Israeli regime in the 
occupied Palestinian territories as the “era of racial 
discrimination and apartheid” has come to an end.

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qasemi made 
the remarks in a statement on Friday night, a day after 
Israel’s parliament (Knesset) adopted a controversial 
bill that declares the occupying entity “the nation-state 
of the Jewish people.”

The law prioritizes “Jewish” values over democratic 
ones in the occupied territories, declares Jerusalem 
al-Quds the “capital” of Israel, allows Jewish-only 
communities, sets Hebrew as the official language of 
Israel and relegates Arabic from an official language to 
one with “special status.”

Israel’s parliament sparks anger among the Arab 
population by adopting an apartheid law that 
declares the occupying entity “the nation-state of 
the Jewish people.”

 “The illegitimate and racist Zionist regime has been 
established on the foundation of the occupation of 
Palestinian territories and the massacre of their true 
owners, and Israel’s parliament recent act is yet another 
attestation of the racist nature of this regime over the 
past 70 years,” Qasemi added.

The Iranian official further said Washington’s support 
for the Tel Aviv regime, especially the U.S. 
administration’s move to relocate the country’s embassy 
in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem al-Quds, and 
attempts made by some Arab countries to normalize ties 
with Israel, which he said has gone unpunished for its 
crimes against the Palestinian people, have emboldened 
the regime to continue with its Judaization of the 
Palestinian territories.   

Qasemi also stressed that Israel’s actions in the 
occupied territories would “undoubtedly lead to further 
instability in the region.”

Palestine, Muslim Nations to Eventually Eliminate Israeli Apa rtheid

“Trump and Netanyahu are attempting to repeat the Iranophobia project with cheap 
shows but today they are alone and isolated even among their own allies,” Zarif said, 
addressing a meeting between Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei and Iranian ambassadors to foreign states in Tehran on Saturday.

He referred to the United States’ vast attempts to pressure and bully Iran and the 
start of a specific war room by Washington, and said, “We have always announced to 
other countries, including the U.S. allies, that confronting the U.S. bullying should go 
beyond political undertakings and should lead to planned practical measures.”

Trump announced on May 8 that Washington would no longer remain part of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and promised to re-impose the highest 
level of economic sanctions against Iran.

TEHRAN (MNA) – National Library of Iran along with four other libraries named as runners-up  
at IFLA (The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions) Green Library  
Award 2018.

Established in 2016 by IFLA’s Environmental Sustainability and Libraries Special Interest Group 
(ENSULIB), the event has two objectives: to reward the best Green Library submission that 
communicates the library’s commitment to environmental sustainability; and to create awareness of 
libraries’ social responsibility and leadership in environmental education.

Out of 32 submissions sent to the event, China’s Foshan Library was announced as the winner while 
organizers recognized five other libraries as runners-up; namely, the National Library and Archives of 
Iran, Hungary’s Jozsef Attila County and City Library, Romania’s Biblioteca Comunala Sirna, Croatia’s 
National and University Library, Kenya’s USIU-Africa Library.

According to IFLA website, the National Library and Archives of Iran, Tehran, have created something 
new and useful for every library; a checklist to evaluate a green library. Evaluating is important when 
planning and developing services and functions. It is interesting since the project is working on general 
guidelines more than on a single building. There are indicators so the study clarifies the existing 
situation, highlights success but also the needs. This could serve libraries as a roadmap towards 
becoming a green library.

TEHRAN (FNA) - Head of Iran’s Civil Defense 
Organization Brigadier General Gholam Reza 
Jalali lashed out at the U.S., Saudi Arabia and 
Albania for cooperating and supporting the 
Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO, also 
known as the MEK, PMOI and NCRI) terrorist 
group to pressure Tehran.

“The Americans are using Monafeqin (Hypocrates 
as MKO members are called in Iran) as a platform 
for their measures (against Iran) and they have 
forced all opposition and anti-revolutionary forces 
to cooperate with them,” General Jalali said.

He added that the MKO evacuated its terrorists 
from Iraq and then requested help from Saudi 
Arabia, noting that “their forces and equipment 
are deployed in Albania and they have close ties 
with the Americans”.

NEW YORK (IRNA) - Sand and dust storms (SDS) are the most important environmental problems in Iran, and 
the U.S. unilateral sanctions are major obstacles on the way of achieving sustainable development, Iran envoy to 
a high-level panel at the UN said.

Director General of Sustainable Development office of Iran’s Foreign Ministry Ali-Mohammad Mousavi made 
the remarks at the High-Ranking Political Forum on the UN Sustainable Development on Thursday.

Describing SDS as one of the ‘biggest’ environmental challenges facing Iran and West Asia, the envoy elaborated 
on the problems the phenomenon has posed to everyday life in the region.

Over the past years, such problems as drought and unsustainable management of water and land as well as 
political instability in Iraq and Syria have complicated the SDS problem in the region, the Iranian official regretted.

In the past three years, the UN General Assembly has ratified three resolutions on combating SDS with the aim 
of formulating global solution for the problem, he noted.

Calling on the UN to provide the developing countries with financial and technical support and create capacities 
for implementation of their national prioritized projects of sustainable development, Mousavi said unilateral 
sanctions serve as a serious obstacle on the way of countries’ attempts to attain sustainable development.

The panels of the meeting were held in New York over the last few days, attended by high representatives of more 
than 80 UN member countries.

Iran Among Winners of 2018 IFLA Green Library AwardU.S., S. Arabia Collaborate 
With MKO Terrorists

Unilateral Sanctions Block Sustainable Development

Websites Review

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Head of military office of Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei denied rumors that Commander 
of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Major General Mohammad 
Ali Jafari is going to be replaced.

Brigadier General Mohammad Shirazi quashed rumors about a plan 
to replace IRGC Chief Major General Jafari. “Presently, replacement 
of the IRGC commander is not on the agenda at all,” he underlined.

Trump, Netanyahu Isolated 
In Iranophobia Projects

TEHRAN (FNA) - Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif said that U.S. President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are strenuously attempting to 
promote Iranophobia in the world, but in vain.

President 
Felicitates Belgium 
On National Day

TEHRAN (MNA) –President Hassan Rouhani has 
forwarded a message of felicitation to the King and 
prime minister of Belgium on the occasion of the 
country’s National Day on 21 July.

In his message, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
congratulated King Philippe and Prime Minister 
Charles Michel of Belgium, as well as the Belgian 
nation as they celebrate their National Day on 21 July.

Rouhani expressed hope that Tehran-Brussels’ 
friendly relations would further develop.

“I hope that under collaboration between the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of 
Belgium, we will witness further development of 
relations between the two countries in different 
fields of mutual interest, and the existing political 
and economic capacities will further contribute to 
the deepening of friendship and welfare of the two 
nations,” wrote President Rouhani on Saturday.

The Iranian president also prayed for the Belgian 
nation’s felicity and prosperity.

Belgium commemorates its National Day on 21 
July, in honor of the day in 1831 in which the 
country’s first monarch swore allegiance to the new 
Belgian constitution, thus marking the start of the 
independent state of Belgium under a 

constitutional monarchy and parliament.
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The Thai delegation, led by Overseas Investment Promotion Division of Thailand 
Board of Investment Ms. Orapin Swandpanich, met  Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)’s Deputy Head  in International Affairs 
Mohammad Reza Karbasi.

During the meeting, both sides exchanged views on opportunities for cooperation 
of both states. Karbasi pointed to the old trade relation between Iran and Thailand. 
He went on to say that mutual cooperation between Iran and Thailand has increased 
despite current economic problems, adding that governments of both countries are 
pursuing expansion of trade ties.

He added that governments of both countries are working to launch direct flights 
between both states.

Karbasi went on to say that the trade volume of both countries reached one billion 
dollars in 2017. He noted that both countries can boost cooperation for entering into 
the ASEAN and ECO markets with more than one billion population.

He said those markets are good opportunities for cooperation and joint investments 

between both states and Thai investors can enjoy entering other neighboring countries 
by investing in Iran. He also announced the chamber’s readiness for all-out 
cooperation and introduction of entities for joint cooperation.

Karbasi said that some countries are just looking to export their goods to Iran but 
Thailand and Iran can have joint investment and by producing joint production, they 
can export them under Thai or joint brands to other countries.

He also pointed to Iran’s good facilities for storage of goods, adding that Thailand 
can take advantage of it for shipment of its products to the regional states.

Swandpanich, for her part, said that her visit is aimed at identifying investment 
potentials in Iran, adding that Thailand looks at Iran as a long-term target for investment.

Meanwhile in the meeting, the head of Iranian and Foreign Joint Venture 
Investments Association Mr. Seyed Hassan Salimi said that there are several grounds 
like manufacturing auto spare parts, food, petrochemicals and minerals that both 
countries can cooperate together.

Tehran, Vienna to Organize Joint Course on Tourism

PRAYER TIME
Noon (Zohr)                            13:10
Evening (Maghreb)               20:37
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr)      04:25
Tomorrow’s Sunrise              05:05

110. Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind, enjoining what is right, 
forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah. If only the People of the Book had faith, 

it were best for them: among them are some who have faith, but most of them are perverted transgressors.
111. They will do you no harm, barring a trifling annoyance; if they come out to fight you,  

they will show you their backs, and no help shall they get.                 
               Surah 3. The Family Of ‘Imran, The House Of ‘Imran ( 110 - 111 )

TEHRAN (Shana) - South Pars Gas Complex (SPGC) 
injected 39 billion cubic meters of sweetened natural 
gas to the national gas distribution network in the  
first quarter of the current Iranian calendar year which 
began on March 21.

According to the National Iranian Gas Company 
(NIGC), Hadi Hashemzadeh Farhang, SPGC CEO, said 
the figure shows a 16-percent rise in the plant’s productivity 
compared to the same period last year. The plant also 
supplied 549 mcm of natural gas to petrochemical plants as 
feedstock during the same three months.

Furthermore, the CEO added, SPGC injected 4 billion 
cubic meters of sour gas to the 5th Iran gas trunkline 
(IGAT-V) during the period.

It also produced 55.017 million barrels of gas 
condensate, 202,527 tons of sulfur, 792,356 tons of 
ethane, 519,467 tons of propane and 287,256 tons of 
butane during the period, Mr. Farhang added.

SPGC is a strategic unit in Iran’s oil and gas industry 
which accounts for over 70% of Iran’s total gas 
production annually.

SPGC Sweet Gas 
Output at 39bcm in Q1

Thailand Eyes 
Investment in Iran

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN – A trade delegation from Thailand last week met 
Iran’s Chamber of Commerce officials and explored ways of 
boosting economic cooperation between Iran and Thailand.

TEHRAN (MNA) – The second International 
Biopharma Festival, currently receiving submissions 
on pharmaceutical biotechnology and related topics, 
will be held on Dec. 21-24 at Tehran International 
Exhibition Center.

The Festival is organized by Tehran University of Medical 
Sciences and the Biotechnology Development Headquarters 
at the Vice-Presidency of Science and Technology.

Three newly-developed pharmaceuticals are predicted 
to be unveiled at the festival.

The second International Biopharma Festival, as the 
country’s largest gathering of pharmacists, aims to 
introduce the latest research achievements of 
knowledge-based firms and top proposals of 
pharmaceutical companies in specialized fields of 
pharmaceutics, clinical pharmacy, pharmaceutical 
biotechnology, medical and pharmaceutical 
nanotechnology, and other related fields.

Given the previous edition’s reception, it is expected 
that about 3,000 pharmacists will attend this year’s 
festival and 1,000 eligible proposals will be received.

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - Austrian Ambassador to Iran Stefan Scholz 
said Tehran and Vienna plan to jointly organize a 
specialized course on tourism in the Iranian capital.

“A joint specialized course on tourism and 
ecotourism will be held between the two countries 
by one of Austria’s universities,” IRNA reported 
Scholz as saying.

The plan will be aimed at developing tourism and 
ecotourism industries to support conservation efforts 
and observe wildlife, he added.

The two nations’ universities will also enhance their 
cooperation in research projects and medical effects of 

botanical species to create jobs in the Islamic Republic.
Iran and Austria’s Mountaineering Federations will 

join hands as well to increase their cooperation and 
develop ecotourism.

Iran is among the world’s top potential tourist 
destinations with a variety of ancient sites, including  
17 places listed by the UNESCO.

Scholz also said that Vienna flights to Isfahan and 
Shiraz were suspended for economic reasons, but 
flights to Tehran are still in place.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of ‘Damavand 
2018 Symposium’, he added that unfortunately Austrian 
flights to Isfahan and Shiraz were suspended until the 
upcoming winter, as they were not economical.

Resuming flights depends on the decision of 
the airliner’s officials, he said.

As to Tehran-Vienna ties, he hailed Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani’s recent visit to 
Austria, and said that benefiting from the JCPOA 
on condition of compliance with the commitments 
was one of the achievements of the visit.

During the trip, Iranian and Austrian 
governments stressed the need for promoting 
relations and implementing the project 
‘Damavand 2018 Symposium’ was one of the 
plausible results of the trip.

‘Damavand 2018 Symposium’ with a focus 
on winter sports was held in Niavaran 
cultural complex late Friday as part of the 
programs to mark the 175th anniversary of 
first Austrian climbing Damavand.

Some 50 Austrian mountain climbers and 
herbalists are currently in Iran to climb Damavand.

TEHRAN (MNA) – An Iranian customs official 
has said that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration (IRICA) put into 
operation the electronic TIR system for the first 
time in the world.

Hossein Kakhki, Director General of Customs 
International Cooperation Department told Iranian 
Radio Eghtesad on Friday that TIR carnets paper 
version was previously used but its electronic 
version is now successfully being used in the 
customs on the border between Iran and Turkey 
for the first time in the world.

Kakhki said that the head of the IRICA signed 
an agreement with Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) 
back in 2015 and the electronic system has come 
on stream through the constant joint efforts.

He also said that the successful implementation of 
the new equipment has rendered the International 
Road Transport Union (IRU) to operate the system 
in other countries.

The Iranian official further said that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has successfully 
implemented a combined and multimodal 
transport entitled Slovenian-Iranian TIR project 
for the first time.

Electronic TIR System to Be 
Employed by Iranian Custom Office

Tehran to Host 2nd Int’l 
Biopharam Festival

Iran Joins Two World Countries 
Odorizing Natural Gas

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Iran has recently achieved a 
technology to odorize natural gas.

The technology has already been mainly 
monopolized by two world countries, and now Iran 
could have access to it to strengthen its foothold in 
the global energy market.

At present, Iran is self-sufficient in providing  
95 percent of equipment needed for the  
country’s gas industry.

These days, Iran having the world’s largest gas 
reserves is busy with developing its gas industry 
mindless of foreign pressures.

Iran by relying on development of phases of South 
Pars, the world’s largest gas field in the Persian Gulf in 
south of the country, has raised its gas production to 
850 million cubic meters per day.

And the gas production in the South Pars gas field 
will reach 1.2 billion cubic meters in a day after all of 
its phases are launched.

Odorant is being used in all oil and gas refineries to 
make the natural gas smell.

Having attained the technology to develop odorant, 
Iran can cut its imports, thus saving foreign exchange 
and preparing the ground for the exports.
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Foreign Procurement Dept 
National Iranian Drilling Company

PERMIT NO : 139701731

PUBLIC CALL OF RETENDER 
�2�1�(�è�6�7�$�*�(

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

 Brief discription of subject: 
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its requirements from qualified 

and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender upon following terms and conditions:
A) Competence  of tenderers:
The tenderers should not have legal restrictive to participation govermental to tenders , also they should provide statute or business license related to 

subject of the tender.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents: 
In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to account number  4001114004020491 in central bank  of Islamic Republic of 

Iran under the title of “centralized income funds” of National Iranian Drilling Company  and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents: 
Tenderers must be obtain the tender documents maximum ten days after  the date of second publication till  Jul 28, 2018 in person at the following address: 

Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign  Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN 
Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department in due date and participates 

in tenderwill be known as tenderer from tender committee. 
C) Delivery of bids envelopes:
Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including  (A) Tender bank guarantee, (B) stamped and signed of tender ducuments, (C) The 

priced signed and stamped of  the same Technical-Commercial sheets  muximum till Sep 3,2018  to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender 
Committee, Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN. 

Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids. 
D) The envelopes will be opened at Sep 4 ,2018 On 8:30
E) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee: 
A) Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to the account number 4001114006376636 under the title of “centralized guarantee funds” of National Iranian 

Drilling Company  to the central bank  of Islamic Republic of Iran.
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.
More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR 

News Channel of NIDC :@nidc_ pr  

No TENDER NO. / INDENT NO 
Tenders Portal Reg. 

No. 
Subject of Tender 

ESTIMATED 
VALUE (Rial) 

TENDER GUARANTEE 

Rial Euro 

1
Tender No.: FP/09-97/003 
Indent No.:01-22-9646009 

3,168,263
P/F “FANN” API/LPLT LOW 
PRESSURE FILTER PRESS, 

SERIES 300 
13,245,700,000663,000,00013,194
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BOGOTA (dispatches) - From July 20, 2018 until July 20, 2026, Colombia’s 
former Farc guerrillas will have 10 seats in Congress for the first time since 
the guerrilla movement was formed in 1964.

A peace agreement with the Colombian government signed in 2016 granted 
the rebels legislative representation and ended their struggle for power.  
It was believed to be the final chapter of a half-century of civil struggle 
widely recognized as the longest-running conflict in the Western Hemisphere.

But the Farc´s path to Congress has not been an easy road.

BERLIN (Reuters) - A man armed with a knife attacked people on a bus in 
the northern city of Luebeck on Friday, injuring 10 including one seriously 
before he was arrested, police said, adding there was no indication he was 
radicalized or had a terrorist motive.

“The identity of the perpetrator has been clarified: a 34-year-old 
German citizen resident in Luebeck,” police added on Twitter. 

“There are currently no indications the man was political radicalized 
and no signs of a terrorist background.”

Ex-Colombian Guerrillas 
Sworn Into Congress

Man Arrested After Knife 
Attack on German Bus

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - President Donald 
Trump on Friday launched a fresh attack  
on American trading partners, saying the EU  
and China were manipulating their currencies,  
and he threatened to hit all imports from China 
with high tariffs.

The comments also signaled an undiminished 
appetite for battle on multiple fronts after a week 
dominated by coverage of the fallout from his dealings 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The harsh comments took fresh aim at pillars of the 
international economic system and underscored 
Trump’s break with long-established norms by again 
openly rebuking the Federal Reserve for raising 
interest rates.

The outbursts were another crosswind for Wall Street, 
which struggled to find direction and finished the day a 
hair’s breadth in negative territory.

In a pair of tweets, Trump said China, the European 
Union and others had been “manipulating their 
currencies and interest rates lower” while the US dollar 
strengthened, eroding “our big competitive edge.”

He said the Fed’s course of tightening monetary 
policy now “hurts all that we have done.”

Fed has raised the benchmark lending rates twice 
this year, after three increases in 2017, and two 
more rate hikes are expected this year as the central 
bank removes stimulus from the economy to keep a 
lid on inflation.

The chance inflation might accelerate has 
increased after the massive tax cut Trump 
championed last year, which has raised the U.S. 
debt and budget deficit.

SINGAPORE (Dispatches) 
- Hackers have  stolen the 
health records of 1.5 million 
Singaporeans including 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien  
Loong, authorities said 
Friday, with the  leader 
specifically targeted in the 
city-state’s biggest ever 
data breach.

Singapore’s health and 
information ministries said 
a government database 
was broken into in a 
“deliberate, targeted and well-planned” strike, 
describing the attack as “unprecedented”.

“Attackers specifically and repeatedly targeted the 
personal particulars and outpatient information of 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong,” health minister Gan 
Kim Yong told a press conference.

Forensic analysis by Singapore’s Cyber Security 
Agency “indicates this is a deliberate, targeted, and 
well-planned cyberattack and not the work of casual 
hackers or criminal gangs,” he added.

Officials declined to comment on the identity of 
the hackers, citing “operational security”, but said 
the prime minister’s data has not shown up 
anywhere on the internet.

“I don’t know what the attackers were hoping to 
find. Perhaps they were hunting for some dark state 
secret, or at least something to embarrass me,”  
Lee wrote on Facebook.

“My medication data is not something I would 
ordinarily tell people about, but there is nothing 
alarming in it.”

Hackers used a computer infected with malware to 
gain access to the database between June 27 and July 4 
before administrators spotted “unusual activity”, 
authorities said.

The compromised data includes personal information 
and medication dispensed to patients, but medical 
records and clinical notes have not been affected, the 
health and communications ministries said.

“Health records contain information that is valuable 
to governments,” said Eric Hoh, Asia-Pacific president 
of cyber-security firm FireEye.

“Nation states increasingly collect intelligence 
through cyber-espionage operations which  
exploit the very technology we rely upon  
in our daily lives.”

GAZA (AFP) - A ceasefire announced by Hamas largely held Saturday after a wave of deadly air strikes across the 
Palestinian enclave sparked by the death of an Israeli soldier shot near the border.

Israel did not confirm the deal announced by Gaza’s Islamist rulers, which went into effect around midnight 
Friday reducing fears of a wider conflict.

But the Israeli army said a tank struck a Hamas observation point east of Gaza City on Saturday morning, saying 
it was retaliation for an attempted border infiltration in northern Gaza.

There were no reports of injuries in that strike and there was no major Israeli bombing campaign overnight 
or mortar fire from Gaza toward Israel. “With Egyptian and UN efforts, we reached (an agreement) to return 
to the previous state of calm between the (Israeli) occupation and the Palestinian factions,” Hamas 
spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said in a statement early Saturday.

A senior Hamas official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told AFP the deal involved “the cessation 
of all forms of military escalation” including Israeli 
air strikes and Hamas mortars and rockets.

The source said that balloons and kites attached with 
incendiary devices, which Palestinians have been 
floating over the border for months to spark fires inside 
Israel, were not included in the agreement. Israeli 
politicians have been calling for a fierce response to the 
kites and balloons, which have caused damage amounting 
to millions of shekels (hundreds of thousands of dollars).

Israel’s army and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s office declined to confirm a truce 
was reached.

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) - A man was killed Friday in 
a new day of protests in Iraq, a medical source said, as 
authorities struggle to contain social unrest which has 
reached the capital Baghdad.

The latest death brings to nine the number of people 
killed in protests as Iraqis hit out at a litany of social 
and economic woes.

The man killed was aged around 20 and died after 
being shot in the southern city of Diwaniyah, a medical 
source said, as hundreds of people gathered outside the 
local headquarters of an armed group.

Shots were fired by a guard from the powerful Badr 
organization, the source added, asking not to be name.

The unrest erupted in Basra province on July 8 when 
security forces opened fire, killing one person as 
protesters demanded jobs and basic services.

Others killed during this month’s protests were shot 
by unknown assailants.

The Iraqi government has swiftly denounced 
“vandals” it accuses of infiltrating the protests.

Earlier this week, authorities said more than 260 security 
personnel had been wounded in ongoing clashes.

As southern Iraqis continued to rally against 
corruption, unemployment, high prices, power cuts and 
a lack of clean water, demonstrators also rallied in the 
capital Baghdad on Friday.

“We believed that these politicians would improve the 
situation in the country, but they aren’t doing anything,” said 
Yahya Hasnawi, 50, one of thousands of protesters in Baghdad.

One Dead as  
New Protests 

Shake South Iraq

Gaza Truce Largely Holds

MANAGUA (Reuters) - For almost six hours, one of 
the leaders of the resistance to Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega hid in a house while police and 
paramilitary groups laid siege to the last opposition 
stronghold, which finally fell this week.

While hooded men celebrated the capture of the 
Monimbo neighborhood in the city of Masaya on 
Tuesday, the leader, who uses the name 
“Guardabarranco” - Nicaragua’s national bird - told 
of how he fled westwards in fear on a motorbike.

Covering his face with sunglasses and a cloth the 
colours of the Nicaraguan flag, the 28-year-old 
leader, who declined to give his real name for fear of 
reprisals, is one of hundreds of government opponents 
fleeing the crackdown by pro-Ortega forces.

“The big hunt is under way and we have a price on 
our heads,” said Guardabarranco, who took refuge in 
several safe houses and spent the night in the 
mountains before reaching his current location, which 
he asked remain secret to protect him. “They’re going 
house by house, taking us one by one,” he added, 
saying the leaders had separated for their own safety.

Supported by armed Ortega loyalists, security forces 
are hot on the heels of resistance leaders along the coast, 
lakes and mountains of the Central American country of 
6.2 million people, accusing them of “terrorism” for 
opposing the government. Nicaragua has been racked by 
civil unrest since protests broke out in April against 
former Marxist guerrilla leader Ortega and his 
Sandinistas over plans to cut welfare benefits.

Ortega scrapped the cuts, but the violent repression 
of dissent sparked wider protests, leading to 
accusations that the president increasingly resembles 
former dictator Anastasio Somoza, whom he helped 
to topple nearly 40 years ago.

Ortega’s Battered 
Opponents Plan Comeback

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - The United States 
called on North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Friday 
to act on his promise to give up nuclear weapons and 
said the world, including China and Russia, must 
continued to enforce sanctions until he does so.

After briefing U.N. Security Council envoys in New 
York, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley warned 
against loosening sanctions on Pyongyang after Russia and 
China suggested the council could discuss such a move.

The U.N. Security Council has unanimously boosted 
sanctions on North Korea since 2006 in a bid to choke 
off funding for Pyongyang’s nuclear and ballistic 
missile programs.

U.S. President Donald Trump and the North Korean 
leader met for the first time in Singapore last month and 
Pompeo followed up with inconclusive talks with North 
Korea this month. He reiterated on Friday that he had 
made progress.

“Chairman Kim made a promise ... that he was 
prepared to denuclearize. The scope and scale of 
that is agreed to. The North Koreans understand 
what that means,” Pompeo told reporters. “We need 
to see Chairman Kim do what he promised the 
world he would do.”

Pompeo also called for an end to sanctions violations 
and Haley said the best way the talks between the 
United States and North Korea could be supported was 
by enforcing, not easing, sanctions.

“We can’t do one thing until we see North Korea 
respond to their promise to denuclearize. We have to 
see some sort of action,” Haley told reporters.

The United States last week complained to the U.N. 
Security Council North Korea sanctions committee that 
as of May 30, there had been 89 illicit ship-to-ship 

transfers of refined petroleum products this year by 
Pyongyang, breaching a U.N. sanctions cap.

It asked the committee to order a halt to refined 
petroleum exports to North Korea, but Russia and 
China put a “hold” on the request on Thursday and 
asked for more detail on the U.S. accusation.

“For China and Russia to block it - what are they telling 
us? Are they telling us that they want to continue supplying 
this oil? They claim they need more information, we don’t 
need any more information,” Haley said.

“We put pressure today on China and Russia to abide 
and be good helpers through this situation and to help 
us continue with denuclearization,” she said.

However, Russia’s Deputy U.N. Ambassador Dmitry 
Polyanskiy told Reuters there was no reason for Haley 
to reproach Russia.

“We abide by all decisions. We just ask questions 
totally in line with sanction committee rules ...  
We didn’t block anything - we put it on hold. She needs 
to study basics more.”

China’s U.N. Ambassador Ma Zhaoxu said China was 
committed to denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula 
and to the promotion of dialogue and negotiations.

“Everybody should fully implement resolutions 
passed by the Security Council,” he told reporters after 
Pompeo’s briefing.

Trump Accuses China, EU 
Of Currency Manipulation

Hackers Steals 1.5m Health 
Records in Singapore

U.S. Urges UN for Strict 
Sanctions Against N. Korea
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China, UAE Sign Raft of  
Economic Agreements

K U A L A L U M P U R 
(Dispatches) – Malaysian 
Finance Minister Lim Guan 
Eng pared back expectations 
for economic growth for this 
year to about 5 per cent as 
the export-reliant nation 
braces for knock-on effects 
of a brewing trade war.

“If the global economy 
slows, as a trading nation, 
definitely Malaysia will be impacted,” he said in an 
interview with Bloomberg in Putrajaya on Thursday. 
Mr Lim’s forecast is more bearish than most 
economists’ estimates and lower than the central 
bank’s 5.5 per cent to 6 per cent projection.

Almost two months in office, the 57-year-old is 
spearheading Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad’s agenda 
to bring down government debt, curb spending and fight 
corruption. He has to do that with lower revenue after a 6 
per cent consumption tax was scrapped and against the 
backdrop of rising global risks as US-China trade tensions 
intensify and investors flee emerging markets.

“But let’s say if things can be kept on an even keel, there 
are also opportunities for us,” Mr Lim said. “Not only as a 
trans-shipment point, but also as a neutral country in this 
dispute, which allows both China and American companies 
to invest and also export their products.” Trade has 
underpinned Malaysia’s expansion since last year, helping 
to push up the growth rate to 5.9 per cent in 2017. 
Singapore, China and the US are its top trading partners.

A former chief minister of Penang state, Mr Lim is 
overseeing the new government’s austerity drive, 
which includes salary cuts for ministers and scrapping 
and reviewing large infrastructure projects. The 
government is saddled with more than one trillion 
ringgit (S$336 billion) of debt and liabilities, which 
has been worsened by state guarantees for public 
companies, including the scandal-hit 1MDB.

“Sometimes it’s not the debt that haunts you, it’s your 
ability to repay,” he said, adding that his focus is on 
reducing the burden in nominal terms and also in 
proportion to GDP. Mr Lim said his priority is to meet a 
fiscal deficit target of 2.8 per cent of GDP for this year, 
while a balanced budget won’t be achieved anytime 
soon. Former premier Najib Razak had projected to 
close the deficit by 2022 or 2023, missing his previous 
deadline of 2020. Despite the debt burden, Mr Lim 
inherits a fairly stable currency and moderate inflation. 

ZURICH (Reuters) - European drugmakers Roche, 
Bayer and Merck KGaA became the latest companies 
to freeze prices in the United States for the rest of 
2018 following criticism by President Donald 
Trump over the cost of medicine.

Roche did boost U.S. prices for nine key drugs by 
an average of 3 percent on July 1, but said it would 
hold off additional increases as discussions with the 
Trump administration continue over a longer-term 
solution to containing healthcare costs. The European 
announcements on Friday follow similar moves from 
Novartis, Pfizer and U.S. drugmaker Merck.

Some analysts doubted such freezes would have much 
overall impact, however, since the companies’ pledges 
may take them out of Trump’s immediate firing line 
while still leaving leeway to resume increases in 2019.

Trump made lowering prescription drug prices a 
top 2016 presidential campaign issue and has 
criticised drugmakers for raising prices, saying in a 
tweet this month that they “should be ashamed”.

“Last week on July 11, we communicated to the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) that we will not be taking any price increases 
for the remainder of the year,” Switzerland’s Roche 
said in a statement on Friday. “We take decisions 
related to the prices of our medicines very seriously 
and our commitment to patient access and investment 
in future breakthroughs are reflected in our actions.”

Germany’s Merck KGaA also relented to pressure.
“We make our own independent pricing decisions 

and currently plan no price increases in the U.S. for 
the remainder of 2018,” the company said in an 
emailed statement.

Trump Set to Raise Tariffs on 
China to $500b

Malaysia’s Growth 
Forecast Cut to 5%

Swiss, German Drugmakers 
Join U.S. Price Freeze

African Trade Bloc Urges Parties to Ratify Free Trade

Sri Lanka Launches 5-Year National Export Strategy
COLOMBO (Dispatches) - Sri Lanka launches 5-year National Export Strategy Colombo:  
The Sri Lankan government has launched a five-year National Export Strategy (NES)  
to boost foreign investments, foreign exchange earnings and employment, the media reported on Friday.

Addressing the launch of the five-year NES strategy, Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe said the 
key objective of the NES was to increase the capacity of the local export sector, improve trade 
performance and competitiveness and ensure evolution of different sectors of the economy to grab a 
share of the global market and achieve the government’s goal of $28 billion in export revenue by 2022.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - President Donald Trump said Friday he is ready to 
increase tariffs on goods that the U.S. imports from China to $500 billion.

“I’m ready to go to 500,” he told the CNBC network in an exclusive interview.  
“I’m not doing this for politics, I’m doing this to do the right thing for our country.  
We have been ripped off by China for a long time,” he said.

The U.S. imported $505 billion in Chinese goods in 2017, while China imported 
$130 billion in American products, according to the Commerce Department.

That made China the country that the U.S. has the biggest trade deficit with 
$375 billion last year.

So far, Washington imposed $34 billion worth of tariffs on China, with $16 billion 
to come at a later point, and also said it would assess 10 percent tariffs on an 
additional $200 billion worth Chinese goods.

Yet, Trump said he did not introduce tariffs “out of any ill will towards China,” 
according to CNBC.

“I don’t want them to be scared. I want them to do well,” Trump said. “I really like 
President Xi [Jinping] a lot, but it was very unfair,” he said.

Trump said Chinese officials, whom he did not identify, told him that nobody from 
past U.S. administrations would ever complain about trade relations between the two 
countries until he came into office.

“Now you’re more than complaining. We don’t like what you’re doing,” 
Trump said officials told him.

Trump also said the U.S. is “being taken advantage of” on trade and monetary policy.
Earlier, he took a swipe at the Federal Reserve by writing on Twitter that the central 

bank’s tightening monetary policy “hurts all that we have done” in economy.
In addition, he criticized the Fed for “taking away our big competitive edge” by 

raising interest rates as the American dollar is getting stronger -- hindering the 
volume of goods the U.S. could export.

Trump told CNBC he is not happy about the Fed’s rate hikes, and argued that every time 
the economy and the stock market improves “they [the Fed] want to raise rates again.”

ABU DHABI (Dispatches) - China and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) signed a raft of economic agreements on 
Friday as President Xi Jinping held “extensive talks” in Abu Dhabi that will strengthen political ties, the UAE said.

Xi met UAE vice-president Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum, who is also ruler of Dubai, and Abu 
Dhabi’s Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan on the second day of a three-day visit.

“We have substantial political and economic agreement and a solid base of projects in energy and technology 
sectors and infrastructure,” Dubai’s ruler said in a tweet. “More than that, [we have] a strong political will to start 
a larger phase of co-operation,” he added.

China and the UAE had already agreed oil and trade deals in the run-up to Xi’s visit. The two delegations signed 
more “memorandums of understanding and agreements” on Friday, Crown Prince Mohammed said on Twitter.

This takes the total number of memorandums of understanding and deals struck this month to 13, official UAE 
news agency WAM said.

A strategic co-operation framework between state-owned Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) and China 
National Petroleum Company (CNPC) was among the deals signed on Friday, Adnoc said. The agreement “outlines 
opportunities for possible future collaboration across Adnoc’s upstream and downstream value chains and support 
for China’s growing energy needs”..

Adnoc announced on Thursday that it had awarded two contracts worth $1.6 to BGP, a subsidiary of CNPC, for 
a seismic survey in the emirate. The survey will search for oil and gas in onshore and offshore sites covering an 
area of 53,000km².

Also on Thursday, the UAE’s state-owned DP World announced an agreement between the two countries to build 
a new trade zone in Dubai. The project is part of China’s trillion-dollar One Belt, One Road infrastructure initiative, 
an ambitious plan to revive the ancient Silk Road trading routes with a global network of ports, roads and railways.

In a further sign of strengthening ties, on Wednesday, Dubai-based real estate developer Emaar Properties 
announced plans to build the Middle East’s largest Chinatown in the UAE.

Abu Dhabi is the Chinese president’s first stop on a tour which also includes Senegal, Rwanda and SA.

LUSAKA (Dispatches) - The 20th Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) urged the 
member countries to ratify a tripartite free trade agreement.

The COMESA Summit 2018 summit ended in 
Zambia’s capital Lusaka 
on Thursday evening.

The final communique 
released by the Africa’s 
largest trade bloc after the 
summit urged the member 
countries to ratify the free 
trade agreement signed by 
the COMESA, East African 
Community (EAC) and the 
Southern  A f r i can 
Development Community 
(SADC) regional blocs.

The tr ipart i te free 
trade agreement was 
launched in June 2015 
and set a stage for the 

establishment of a single market for the 26 African 
countries in the eastern and southern region, 
Xinhua news agency said. The trade bloc on 
Wednesday added Somalia and Tunisia as members.

The announcement came at 
the official opening the 
Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern 
Africa (COMESA) summit 
in Lusaka, Zambia.

The signing ceremony 
was witnessed by heads of 
state from member 
countries of COMESA.

Chileshe Kapwepwe from 
Z a m b i a  b e c a m e  
the first woman to  
head the trade bloc.  

She was preceded by 
Sindiso Ngwenya, a 
Zimbabwean economist.
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Turkey-Venezuela 
Bilateral Trade on Rise

ANKARA (Dispatches)- Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro’s three important visits to Turkey 
during the last year reflected credit on bilateral 
trade, said head of Foreign Economic Relations 
Board’s (DEIK) Turkey-Venezuela Business Council.

Turkey’s exports to Venezuela rose 108.3 percent to 
$37.5 million in 2017 versus the previous year, and 
imports from Venezuela jumped by 78.6 percent to 
$116.5 million in the same period, Selim Bora told 
Anadolu Agency.

“Turkey has an advantage because Venezuela needs 
imports almost in all sectors. If Venezuela resolves its 
currency problem, Turkey may export food, automotive, 
machinery, construction, chemical, medicine and 
consumer goods to the country,” he said.

He noted that the private sector in Venezuela had 
difficulties to access foreign currencies and the 
country’s government persists in using its 
cryptocurrency “petro” in imports but petro is not an 
instrument of payment yet.

“Barter trade is a method that could help 
access fore ign currenc ies and f inanc ing 
imports,” Bora stressed.

He added: “The process was started between two 
countries for basic products, and it was agreed that 
barter trade will be used by companies.”

While bilateral trade between two countries were 
$803.6 million in the 5-year period -- 2013-2017 --, it 
reached $892.4 million in the first five months of 2018, 
according to the Turkish Statistical Institute.

Turkey’s exports to Venezuela were $58.2 million 
and imports $834.2 million in the 5-month-period. 
Imports were mostly precious or semi-precious 
stones, precious metals, pearls, imitation jewelry, 
coins, mineral fuels, iron and steel products,  
and mineral waxes.

Within the scope of Maduro’s first official visit in 
October 2017, two countries signed several agreements 
in several areas including economic and commercial 
cooperation, security, air transportation, agricultural 
cooperation, tourism and civil aviation.

In May, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan stated 
that bilateral trade will reach $2 billion by the 
end of 2018.

Meanwhile, Venezuela’s Mining Minister Victor 
Cano has stated that two countries central banks signed 
an agreement to process Venezuela’s gold in Turkey.
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“The foreign ministry is duty-bound to 
seriously pursue such stances held by the 
president,” he added.

“The main and real goal of diplomacy is to 
protect national interests. Having interaction or 
clash [with other countries] are just ways to 
secure the national interests,” Ayatollah Khamenei 
said, stressing that Iran’s national interests are 
derived from the major policies and values of the 
Islamic Republic, which must be protected by the 
foreign ministry.

“Some wrongly talk of the need for making a 
distinction between diplomacy and ideology; 
however, there is no problem with ideological 
diplomacy, and it is not right and logical to imply 
there is a clash between ideology and national 
interests,” the Leader noted.

“Ideology seeks to secure and maintain the country’s 
national interests, and is considered as a nation’s 
identity,” he went on to say.

The Leader referred to the ideology-based 
behaviors and policies of Western governments, 
saying,  “Americans f requent ly use the 
expression ‘American Values’ in their remarks. 
This is their ideology derived from the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence.”

“Even in European countries, ideological 
thoughts dominate their political behaviors and 
activities,” he noted.

Ayatollah Khamenei also noted that the country’s 
policy of establishing wise, smart, targeted, and 
logical ties with the world is inspired by the Islamic 
view of the Establishment and totally based on 
ideological diplomacy.

The Leader also referred to the enemy’s 
psychological war against the Islamic Republic, and 
said the accusations of breaching democracy, lack of 
freedom, and violation of human rights in Iran are all 
part of the psychological war and Iranophobia project 
pursued by the adversaries.

Ayatollah Khamenei also blasted the crimes 
committed by Europeans and Westerners in the 
time of colonialism, the limitations of democracy 
in the West, the partisan dictatorship in the US 
and some European countries, and the West’s 
current crimes including their role in the Saudis’ 
slaughter of Yemenis.

“Westerners are symbols of violating human rights, 
but blatantly raise accusations against Iran, in a way 
that one is sometimes surprised to see how shameless 
they are,” he added.

 

Gharib-Abadi said countries that have adopted  
the IAEA’s Additional Protocol are obliged  
to declare their nuclear research activities to  
the IAEA and allow it to verify their  
peaceful nature.

The IAEA also monitors research activities of 
countries and papers their academics publications in 
scientific journals, and it may seek special access to 
inspect their nature, the envoy said, appearing to 
suggest that’s why the IAEA inspectors have visited 
Iranian universities.

“The basis for cooperation between Iran and 
IAEA is Iran’s obligations and the UN watchdog 
has no access beyond these obligations,” he said, 
Fars reported.

The Additional Protocol is a set of requirements for 
information and access to assist the IAEA in its task 
of confirming that states are using nuclear material 
for solely peaceful purposes.

The Additional Protocol is a voluntary agreement 
and each agreement is independently constructed 
between a state and the IAEA.

Gharib-Abadi said the IAEA has not conducted any 
interviews with Iranian nuclear scientists, in 
accordance with an order by the Leader of Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei barring 
such interviews.

The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran has 
refused to comment on the inspections.

Second largest buyer is Italy, which imported 
seven times more corn from Romania – 381.9 KMT 
(53.3 KMT). Higher import activity is seen from 
Lebanon – 269.4 KMT (211 KMT). Turkish interest 
to Romanian corn remains strong – 265.4 KMT 
(+114% compared to imports over September-May 2016/17). 
Iran is back to Romanian market - 225.5 KMT  
(63 KMT). UK imported 223.3 KMT against  
just 15 KMT over the same period  
last season.

Niknam was the only non-Muslim politician elected to the council of Yazd in central 
Iran back in May 2017 but he was suspended later in the year following a complaint 
by one of his fellow councillors and a decision by the Guardian Council.

It had followed a ruling by the head of Iran’s Guardian Council, which oversees 
elections, barring religious minorities from running for municipal votes.

Since the Guardian Council can only oversee national elections, the ruling was 
rejected by parliament, but that did not prevent Niknam’s suspension.

Majid Ansari, another member of the Expediency Council said the members 
ruled on Saturday in favour of Niknam.

“Today, the Expediency Council ruled that religious minorities can participate 
in council elections in their towns,” he said.  According to Ansari, Niknam is now 
free to retake his post in the Yazd city council. Iran officially recognises Iranian 
Zoroastrians, Jews and Christians as religious minorities.

The national parliament has several religious minority members, including three 
Christians, a Zoroastrian and a Jew among its 290 deputies.

Zoroastrianism was the dominant religion in Persia, prior to the arrival of Islam, 
but only counts around 25,000 adherents today, according to government figures.

Tehran shipped four cargoes of crude oil per month to 
Tupras, equivalent to around 130,000 bpd, in May 
and June, tanker tracking and shipping data showed, 
down from six to eight earlier in the year.

So far in July, Tupras has bought three more cargoes.
The United States is due to re-instate sanctions on Iran’s 

energy sector after a wind-down period ends on Nov. 4.
An industry source said the U.S. decision was the 

main reason for the decline in Tupras’s purchases of 
Iranian oil since May, but said the company was 
likely to continue importing some Iranian crude, as it 
did when U.S. sanctions were previously in force.

 “During the sanctions scheme of 2011 by the U.S., 
Tupras was able to purchase 3 to 4 cargoes of Iranian 
crude a month,” the industry source said.

“I believe they would want to be able to stick to that 
this time as well instead of completely stopping. This 
crude needs to be bought by someone as otherwise it 
will send the price shooting up, which nobody 
wants,” he said.

Refiners in other countries are affected by the 
sanctions because they want to maintain their access 
to the U.S. financial system. Indian refiners also cut 
imports of Iranian oil last month to avoid looming 
U.S. sanctions.

Tokyo Preps for Sweltering Summer Olympics MP Asks Europe for Practical Guarantees 

Amiri Officially Joins Turkish Club Trabzonspor
TEHRAN (MNA) – Turkish football club Trabzonspor officially signed 
Team Melli’s midfielder Vahid Amiri on Saturday.

Amiri’s contract is valid for 2018-2019 season but can also be extended 
for another season as well.

Both Trabzonspor president Ahmet Agaoglu and Vahid Amiri expressed 
happiness over this contract. Turkish Haber61 channel broadcasted the event live.
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TOKYO (Dispatches) - A heatwave in 
Japan that has killed more than a dozen 
people is reviving concerns about the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics, which will be 
held during the country’s notoriously 
sweltering summer.

While the Games have been held in 
places that are hotter or more humid 
than Tokyo, including Athens and 
Beijing, Japan’s sweaty summers offer 
both blistering heat and smothering 
humidity in a particularly unpleasant, and sometimes deadly, combination.

Olympic officials and Tokyo’s local government are touting measures from  
solar-blocking paint on roads to mobile misting stations to tackle the heat.

But some experts fear the efforts are insufficient, in a country where summer heat kills 
hundreds of people and hospitalises tens of thousands each year.

The Games will be held from July 24-August 9, a period where temperatures can hit 
37 degrees Celsius and humidity rises to over 80 percent.

“Compared to past Olympics, it’s fair to say that this will be the most severe Games, as 
far as heat conditions go,” said Makoto Yokohari, a professor of urban engineering at the 
University of Tokyo. The International Olympic Committee has approved moving the 
marathon start to 7:00am, with the men’s competitive walking beginning even earlier.

And Tetsuo Egawa, senior director of operation strategy planning for Tokyo 2020’s 
organising committee, is working on other ways to beat the heat.

“The sports that tend to raise the most concern are the non-stadium ones,” he told AFP, 
citing the marathon, sailing and canoeing, and golf as examples where “special measures” 
will be needed. The main concern is heatstroke, particularly among spectators unused to hot 
weather who will spend hours outdoors watching events or queuing. “We will have tents 
covering queues at security gates... (and) we are aiming to limit lines to 20 minutes long,” 
Egawa said. Large fans will cool people down and the new national stadium has been 
constructed to encourage air flow. Medical tents and rest areas will be air-conditioned.

Stress can increase the risk of heatstroke, so organisers will try to keep spectators 
relaxed even in queues.

TEHRAN (FNA) - Chairman of the Iranian parliament’s National Security and 
Foreign Policy Commission Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh underlined the need for 
the European states to provide Iran with practical insurances if they mean to keep 
Tehran committed to the 2015 nuclear deal after the US withdrawal.

“The Europeans are seriously determined to maintain the nuclear deal but the 
reality is that they have not yet adopted any practical measure to support Iran 
against the U.S. sanctions,” Falahatpisheh wrote in the Persian-language Jam-e Jam 
newspaper on Saturday.

He described the U.S. policy against the nuclear deal as operational, practical 
and based on a timeline, and said, “The EU’s package of proposal lacks any of 
these specifications.”

BERLIN (Reuters) - Chancellor Angela Merkel, vowing to stay in office despite 
stresses at home and abroad, said she would work on Germany’s “under pressure” 
relationship with the United States but that Washington could no longer be relied on 
to deliver world order.

At a wide-ranging news conference, Merkel described Germany’s relationship with 
the United States as “crucial”, even after U.S. President Donald Trump last week 
accused Berlin of being a “captive” of Russia due to its energy reliance.

Merkel, 64, is trying to hold together her fractious coalition, dogged by infighting 
over immigration policy, while also dealing with Trump and a raft of foreign policy 
challenges including Brexit.

Asked about her working relationship with Trump, Merkel said: “One can say that 
the values, or our usual framework, are under strong pressure at the moment.”

“However, the transatlantic working relationship, including with the U.S. president, 
is crucial for us and I will carry on cultivating it,” she added.

Last week, Trump said Germany was wrong to allow a new $11-billion (£8.3 billion) 
Baltic Sea pipeline to import even more Russian gas, while being slow to meet targets 
for NATO spending. “I think it is a horrific thing that’s being done when you’re 
feeding billions and billions of dollars from Germany primarily ... into the coffers of 
Russia,” Trump had said during a trip to Europe.

He also pressed Germany and other NATO countries to raise their defence 
spending, threatening to go it alone if other members of the alliance did not step up.

Merkel resisted any temptation to hit back at Trump, who has faced a political outcry 
back in the United States over his summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The chancellor, a conservative who grew up in Communist East Germany, instead 
welcomed Trump’s invitation to Putin to meet in Washington this autumn and said it 
should become normal again for U.S. and Russian leaders to meet.

But she said she had been right to say a year ago that Europe could no longer rely 
on the United States to impose order on the world, and that it needed to take matters 
close to home into its own hands.

“We can’t rely on the superpower of the United States,” Merkel said.
Merkel and Putin spoke by telephone on Friday, a German government spokesman 

said, without giving details. The chancellor, who is serving her fourth term in office, 
noted that transatlantic ties had been marked by many conflicts in the past, and said: 
“I hope that we can find the strength to take things further.”

She expressed concern over Trump’s threat to impose new U.S. tariffs on imported 
cars, and said the United States “does not always pursue policies on which we have 
the same opinion”. Merkel described the possible U.S. tariffs on imported cars as “a 
real threat to the prosperity of many in the world”.

“We don’t want these tariffs. We think we’ll hurt each other - they won’t just hurt 
us in the European Union - they could have much more far-reaching consequences,” 
she said, adding on trade: “We have a very serious situation in the world.”

U.S. tariffs on imported cars would slash around 6 billion euros (£5.3 billion) off 
German economic output, the president of Germany’s DIHK Chambers of 
Commerce said earlier.
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TOKYO (Reuters) - The organizers of the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics unveiled domestic 

ticket prices for the Games on Friday ranging 
from less than $18 up to $2,760, the top rate for a 
place at the opening ceremony.

Tickets for many events start at the symbolic price 
point of 2,020 yen ($17.96) but these are only for 
group sales, while the cheapest individual tickets 
will go on sale for 2,500 yen ($22.23).

More than half of all tickets will be sold for less 
than 8,000 yen ($71.15), according to organizers. 
The cheapest tickets are to be found for sports such 
as soccer, hockey and the marathon.

The Tokyo prices are roughly in line with those for 
the London Olympics in 2012 but are more 
expensive than Rio 2016, although fluctuating 
exchange rates make comparisons difficult.

At London 2012, the most expensive opening 
ceremony tickets cost $2,618 at today’s exchange rate.

As in previous Games, athletics is the most 
expensive event with the highest priced tickets 
coming in at 130,000 yen ($156.12).

Tickets will go on sale in Japan in spring 2019. 
The pricing strategy for tickets to be sold 
internationally has not yet been announced.

NYON (Dispatches) - The world’s top sports court 
on Friday overturned a European ban imposed on 

AC Milan for violating UEFA’s financial fair play 
rules, calling the punishment “not proportionate.”

UEFA banned Milan from playing in next season’s 
Europa League citing the club’s failure to meet the 
“break-even requirement,” which bars clubs from 
taking on debt to fund daily operations.

But the Court of Arbitration for Sport ruled that 
“some important elements have not been properly 
assessed,” by UEFA judges.

The court agreed with UEFA’s assessment that the 
club was in breach of break-even rules but found that the 
“current financial situation of the club was now better 
following the recent change in the club’s ownership.”

“The decision.... to exclude AC Milan from the UEFA 
Club Competition was not proportionate,” a CAS 
statement said. CAS referred the case back to UEFA as 
requested by AC Milan, whose executives argued their 
appeal at the Lausanne-based court on Thursday.

The court “considers that the (UEFA’s) 
Adjudicatory Chamber is in a better position than 
the CAS Panel to issue a new proportionate 
disciplinary measure on the basis of the current 
financial situation of the club,” the statement said.

BERLIN (Dispatches) - 
Germany’s long-serving 

team doctor Hans-Wilhelm 
Mueller-Wohlfahrt quit on 
Friday after 23 years in the 
job, becoming the first 
casualty of the country’s 
World Cup flop.

“I have decided to retire as 
team doctor. I have 
informed the Germany 
team manager Oliver 
Bierhoff and coach Joachim 
Loew,” the 75-year-old told 
DPA news agency. Known fondly as ‘Mull’, the doctor 
is the first member of Loew’s backroom staff to quit 
following the 2014 World Cup winners’ shock first 
round exit at this year’s tournament in Russia.

“I had 23 fantastic years with extraordinary 
achievements and great results. During those years, 
wonderful friendships were made and the atmosphere 
was one of great trust,” said Mueller-Wohlfahrt, who 
will remain the doctor of Bayern Munich, where he 
has worked for more than 40 years.

“I will remain in close contact with the national 
team and wish everyone a lot of success for the 
future,” he added, saying he was always available to 
help the national team again.

MUMBAI (Reuters) - 
Sachin Tendulkar 

waited five years since 
retirement before launching 
his own academy and the 
India batting great wants to 
take the venture beyond 
cricket’s traditional pockets, 
he told Reuters on Friday.

The world’s leading run-
scorer in both tests and one-
day internationals has joined 
forces with Middlesex 
Cricket to launch an academy for budding male and 
female cricketers between the ages of nine and 14.

“Along the way there were many guys who 
approached me but I was not convinced with what 
they wanted to do,” Tendulkar said in an interview.

“If we are to do something for young cricketers then 
we have to be on the same page, the vision has to align. 
With Middlesex, that was the case.” Tendulkar 
accumulated more than 34,000 runs and 100 centuries 
in a 24-year career that came to an end in 2013.

PARIS (Dispatches) - Slovakian Peter Sagan 
underlined his sprint credentials for the third time 

on the Tour de France Friday after powering to victory 
in the 13th stage from Bourg d’Oisans to Valence.

Sagan, of the Bora team, is one of the few real sprint 
specialists still in the race after surviving an Alpine 
stage trilogy that proved fatal to the hopes of rivals 
Mark Cavendish, Marcel Kittel, Andre Greipel, Dylan 
Groenewegen and Fernando Gaviria.

All the aforementioned exited the race over two tough 
days in the Alps, and Sagan -- who had won two stages on this edition so far -- was quick to capitalize.

“It was very beautiful to win today after three days in the Alps,” said Sagan, whose 11th stage win on the race 
helped take his tally in the points competition to 398 points.

Norwegian Alexander Kristoff (UAE), who finished a close second, has 170 while Frenchman Arnaud Demare, of 
Groupama, has 133. “I was on the wheel of (Alexander) Kristoff, then I made my move. But it wasn’t easy for me.

“The team did a great job, but in the last kilometre I was maybe in 20th or 25th position, so I had to sprint to get 
back up to the front.” Sagan was given extra work after Belgian upstart Philippe Gilbert (Quick Step) brazenly 
attacked a leading peloton full of ambitious sprinters 930 metres from the line.

But Sagan, and his rivals didn’t flinch.
They kept the pace high and one-day classics specialist Gilbert was caught, much to his dismay, with 245m remaining.

ISLAMABAD (Dispatches) - Fakhar Zaman became 
the first Pakistan player to hit a double century in 

one-day internationals as Pakistan cruised to a massive 
244-run win over Zimbabwe in the fourth ODI at 
Queens Sports Club on Friday.

Zaman smashed 210 not out from 156 deliveries, 
moving past the previous record for a Pakistan batsman 
set by Saeed Anwar with his 194 more than 21 years 
ago, and Pakistan batting coach Grant Flower called his 
innings “a great achievement”.

“I’ve done a lot of work with him in the nets, but he’s 
got a lot of natural talent and he’s worked really hard,” Flower said of Zaman, who once served in the Pakistan 
navy before turning to cricket.

“Coming from his background, being in the navy and being very raw when he first came into the set-up, his 
technique has come a long way. But he’s still got a lot of his naturalness, and I think that’s his biggest asset. He 
showed a lot of mental strength today.”

Anwar’s wasn’t the only record to tumble. Pakistan’s openers blazed to a world record 304-run stand, with Imam-ul-Haq 
hitting 113, to set up their innings, the triple hundred partnership becoming Pakistan’s biggest for any wicket in ODIs.

It also broke the previous record for an opening stand in all internationals, set by Sanath Jayasuriya and Upul 
Tharanga for Sri Lanka against England at Headingley in 2006.
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Leicester Sign Goalkeeper 
Ward From Liverpool

LONDON (Reuters) - Leicester City have signed 
goalkeeper Danny Ward from Liverpool on a four-year 

contract, both clubs confirmed on Friday.
Financial terms of the deal were not disclosed, but British 

media reported Leicester paid around 12.5 million pounds 
($16.41 million) for the 25-year-old.

Ward, who joined Liverpool from Wrexham in January 
2012, made only three first-team appearances for the 
Merseyside club, and was the third-choice keeper behind 
Loris Karius and Simon Mignolet last season.

Fabregas Begs Hazard  
To Stay at Chelsea

MELBOURNE (Reuters) - Chelsea midfielder Cesc 
Fabregas has urged team mate Eden Hazard not to 

leave the Premier League club amid reports that the Belgium 
forward is bound for Real Madrid.

During the World Cup in Russia, Hazard revealed he was 
considering leaving the club he had joined from Lille in 2012 
but Fabregas has begged him not to go.“I think he’s our best 
player,” Fabregas said of his team mate after reaching Perth 
ahead of Monday’s friendly against Perth Glory.

SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2018

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Number three Steve 
Johnson was the last seed standing in the ATP 

grass court tournament at Newport, Rhode Island, 
Friday, booking a semi-final berth as Marcel 
Granollers ousted top-seeded Adrian Mannarino.

Granollers, ranked 124th in the world, breezed past 
France’s Mannarino of France 6-3, 6-1.

He needed just 62 minutes to deny 26th-ranked 
Mannarino a third semi-final of the season.

He’ll try to build on that success when he takes on 
Johnson, who made similarly short work of Israel’s 
Dudi Sela 6-2, 6-3. Johnson’s 11 aces more than 
compensated for five double faults and he saved both 
break points he faced in the 58-minute contest.

The American will be seeking his fourth career title 
and his second of 2018, after his April win in the clay 
court tournament in Houston.

Granollers has won four ATP singles titles and  
13 doubles titles and was once ranked in the top 20.  
But his inconsistency in recent years has sent him to the 
Challenger circuit to try to rebuild his ranking and he is 
playing in his first Tour-level main draw this week since 
Barcelona in April. His victory followed the upset 
trend in Newport, where Mannarino and Johnson 
were the only seeded players to reach the last eight.

Johnson said that whatever Granollers’ struggles of 
late, he expected a tough challenge from the Spaniard.

Eugenie Bouchard cruised into the semifinals of the 
Swiss Open with a 7-5, 6-0 win over Russian qualifier 
Veronika Kudermetova, playing the third WTA main 
draw of her career. So far, the 21-year-old has 

improved by one round every time, having scored a 
second-round showing in Stuttgart and a quarterfinal 
in Hertogenbosch. But the Canadian had five aces and 
broke Kudermetova six times as she advanced to the 
first semifinal of the year.

The 2014 Wimbledon runner-up closed out the 
match by winning the last eight games and 10 of the 
last 11. She started off her dominant second set by 
winning 13 consecutive points and held to love in all 
her three service games in the set to move into the 
final four at a WTA event for the first time since the 
Apia International in Sydney last January.

Cornet beat 6-4 7-6(2)  No.5 seed Samantha Stosur to 
seal her third win in eight meetings, all on hard courts, 
her first since her victory in the first round of Beijing in 
2009. Since then, Stosur had reeled off four straight 
wins, with their most recent encounter in Beijing 2014.

Cornet, who trails 3-2 in the head to head series, 
looks prepared to adapt her strategies to a different 
kind of opponent. “Genie was very aggressive this 
week, especially on the return. I saw she was hitting 
very hard and hitting much flatter than Sam is. I’ll 
have to be really ready physically and ready for a big 
battle.” she added, as the WTA wrote, Marketa 
Vondrousova celebrated her maiden semifinal of the 
season as she outplayed Evgeniya Rodina 62 63. The 
Czech gained five breaks from six looks and finished 
the match on a high note with an impressive 76% of 
second serve points won while the Russian had a 
meager 46% of points on her first deliveries and an 
even more mediocre 24% on her second serves.
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