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Iran, UK Sign First Deal 
After U.S. Exit of JCPOA

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif condemned Israel as a “brutal 
and rogue apartheid regime” for its recent killing of 
Palestinian people and called on the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to punish the regime and 
protect the lives of Palestinians.  

Iran Urges OIC to Help Punish Perpetrators of Massacre 
of Palestinians “In the light of the massacre in Gaza, the 
international community is entitled to demand an end to 
the impunity of this brutal and rogue apartheid regime,” 
Zarif said, addressing an emergency meeting of the OIC 
about Palestine in the Turkish city of Istanbul on Friday.

“It is imperative for our Organization to reinforce the call 
for bringing the perpetrators to justice,” he said, adding, 
“We need to take concrete action in the United Nations 
system, including by pushing for a transparent and 
independent international inquiry and asking for providing 
international protection for the Palestinians as envisaged in 
international humanitarian law.”

BRUSSELS (Dispatches) - The European 
Commission said on Friday it had started the 
process of renewing a sanctions-blocking measure 
to protect European businesses in Iran, after the 
United States pulled out of the Iran nuclear accord 
and reimposed sanctions on Tehran.

The Commission said in a statement it had “launched 
the formal process to activate the Blocking Statute by 
updating the list of U.S. sanctions on Iran falling within 
its scope,” referring to an EU regulation from 1996.

The EU’s blocking statute bans any EU company 
from complying with U.S. sanctions and does not 
recognize any court rulings that enforce American 
penalties. It was developed when the United 
States tried to penalize foreign companies trading 
with Cuba in the 1990s, but has never been 
formally implemented.

EU officials say they are revamping the blocking statute 
to encompass U.S. President Donald Trump’s May 8 
decision to revive Iran-related sanctions, after the expiry 
of 90- and 180-day wind-down periods, including 
sanctions aimed at Iran’s lifeblood oil sector and 
transactions with its central bank.

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - India’s oil imports from Iran 
surged to 640,000 barrels per day (bpd) in April, its 
highest level since October 2016, according to data from 
shipping and industry sources, as refiners raised purchases 
ahead of looming U.S. sanctions against Tehran.

Overall, India imported 4.51 million bpd in April, 2.5 
percent higher than a year ago, the data showed.

India’s Iranian imports rose by 49 percent from 
March and were 20 percent higher than a year ago, the 
data showed. The country is the Iran’s second-biggest 
buyer of crude after China.

State refiners have raised their imports after Iran 
agreed to steep shipping discounts.

Iran exported a total 2.6 million bpd of crude in April, a 
record since the lifting of sanctions in January 2016, 
according to the news service for the country’s oil ministry.

Going forward, however, Iran’s oil exports are expected 
to fall. U.S. President Donald Trump earlier in May 
announced the withdrawal from a 2015 agreement 
between the United States, Iran and other world powers to 
limit Iran’s nuclear program.

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Iran is expecting to see a 
decline in its crude oil exports to South Korea as a 
result of U.S. sanctions on tanker transport, the 
managing director of the National Iranian Oil Company, 
Ali Kardor, said as quoted by S&P Platts.

Kardor said that while India and China have “booked 
the sales” and there is no problem for future deliveries, 
South Korea seems to be having “some issues now 
because they didn’t have their own shipping and were 
outsourcing, like charter, so maybe that is why the issue. 
But we told them that our ships are ready for you.”

Tanker insurance may turn out to be the biggest 
hurdle to Iran’s crude oil exports following the expiry 
of the 180-day wind-down period before sanctions kick 
in. They will likely prevent the members of the 
International Group of P&I from insuring tankers 
carrying Iranian crude against risks if they call on 
Iranian ports to export or import oil and oil products, 
Mike Salthouse, the chair of a sanctions committee for 
the IG Group, told Bloomberg.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Iran says unilateral policies 
like the ones regularly adopted by the United States and 
Israel are detrimental to world peace and indicate a push 
towards replacing the rule of law with the “rule of power.”

“Unilateral measures, either in the form of illegal 
recourse to war, occupation, aggression or denying the 
sovereignty of member states or waiving the immunity 
of states under an unsubstantiated legal doctrine, are 
obvious manifestations of the rule of power, not the rule 
of law,” Gholamali Khoshroo, Iran’s ambassador to the 
UN, told a Security Council meeting on Thursday.

Khoshroo said U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal and his recent 
decision to move the U.S. embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem al-Quds, which was followed by a deadly 
crackdown on Palestinian protesters, were two glaring 
examples of such “internationally wrongful acts.”

Earlier this month, Trump pulled out his country from 
the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and the P5+1 group 
-- the U.S., Britain, France, China, Russia and Germany 
-- over claims that it did not curb Iran’s missile program 
and its regional influence.

COPENHAGEN (Dispatches) - Danish shipping group 
Maersk Tankers on Thursday said it would cease its 
activities in Iran due to the U.S. decision to leave a landmark 
nuclear deal and reimpose sanctions against Tehran.

Maersk Tankers would honor customer agreements 
entered into before May 8th, but then wind them down 
by November 4th, “as required by the reimposed U.S. 
sanctions,” the company told AFP. 

The group said it “has been transporting cargoes for 
customers in and out of Iran on a limited basis,” without 
providing precise figures for its activities.

A former subsidiary of the Danish maritime group AP 
Moller-Maersk, Maersk Tankers was in October 2017 
sold for $1.17 billion to APMH Invest, a subsidiary of 
the investment A.P. Moller Holding.

The nuclear deal, reached in July 2015 between Iran 
and Germany, China, the United States under former 
president Barack Obama, France, Britain and Russia, 
called for Tehran to freeze its nuclear program in 
exchange for getting some international sanctions against 
the Islamic Republic lifted.
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IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Iran has signed an agreement with a British consortium to develop an oil field, in the first such deal 
with a Western firm since Washington announced it would exit the nuclear deal and reimpose sanctions on Iran.

The National Iranian South Oil Company signed an agreement with the London-based Pergas consortium to 
produce 655 million barrels of oil from the Keranj field in southwestern Iran in the next 10 years.

The document was signed in Tehran in a ceremony that was held with Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan 
Zangeneh, NISOC CEO Bijan Alipour, British Ambassador to Tehran Robert Macaire, and Colin Rowley, Pergas 
managing director, in attendance.

Addressing the ceremony, Mr. Zangeneh underlined the difficulties of working on the project given the nature 
of Keranj oilfield and it being a brownfield.

“We hope that the governments of the UK and other European companies that sign a deal with Iran endorse the 
agreements,” he said.

Stressing that Iran could not be removed from the energy market, the official advised neighboring countries not 
to relish Iran’s current status; “The present circumstances will pass by and we will emerge winner.”

 “We are a peace-seeking administration and nation and honor our contracts,” he added.
Provided that the HOA leads to signature of a contract, its implementation would bring the field’s daily crude oil 

production capacity to 200,000 barrels per day and a total of 655 million barrels of the item over a 10-year period.
An estimated investment of 167 million dollars directly and $187m indirectly have been envisaged for 

developing the brownfield.
The UK’s PERGAS (active in the field of engineering and management of investment in the oil industry),  

Norway’s AGR (active in engineering drilling and design), SPEC Middle East (active in the construction of utility complexes), 
Oilserv Middle East (active in upstream operations), the UK’s LOOBY (active in the production of surface equipment),  
the Philippines National Oil Company (PNOC), the UK’s Standard Handson (active in financings and investment)  
and Iran’s Sharif University of Technology, are members of Pergas.
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President Congratulates Armenian PM on Election

Iranian Fishermen Released

IRNA* -  Two Iranian fishermen who had been 
detained by the Saudi coast guards for entering 
Saudi territorial waters were set free on Friday, a 
local Iranian official said.

Head of public relations of Fishery Department in 
Bushehr Province Ardeshir Yarahmadi told Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) that the two 
fishermen, from Kharg Island, were detained on 
October 24 when entering the Saudi waters after the 
engine of their boat broke down.

The detained fishermen were set free following a 
series of contacts between foreign ministries of Iran 
and Saudi Arabia.

Kharg Island is 57 kilometers northwest of Bushehr 
in the Persian Gulf. The island is the departure point 
of more than 90 percent of Iran’s exported oil.

No Concern About Petchems

ISNA* -  The mechanisms that were devised 
during the period of previous sanctions for exporting 
petrochemicals are still preserved, therefore the 
industry will not be affected by sanctions re-imposed 
by the U.S., a top Iranian official said.

Commenting on any possible implications of the 
US withdrawal from Iran nuclear deal for the 
country’s petrochemical industry, the Managing 
Director of Iran’s Petrochemical Commercial Co. 
Mahdi Sahrifi said that  with the mechanisms the 
industry has established over the last 20 years, 
Iran’s petrochemical industry will not be affected.

‘Even following the JCPOA, some trade 
difficulties, including banking issues, were not 
totally removed, so the U.S. withdrawal from the 
deal will not leave such a big effect.’

Responding to a question on the possible 
reimposition of U.S. sanctions on ships and 
insurance of petrochemical consignments by 
foreign companies, the official said, ‘In the past, we 
had been faced with such problems that were 
resolved through insurance consortiums formed by 
domestic firms.’

Arab Leaders Under Fire

IRNA* -  Tehran’s interim Friday prayers leader 
Hojjatoleslam Kazem Seddiqi regretted that Arab 
leaders ‘have become helpless in defending Palestine’.

Addressing a large crowd of worshippers, 
Hojjatoleslam Seddiqi made the remarks in 
reference to relocation of U.S. embassy from Tel 
Aviv to holy Quds.

The U.S. did this act in defiance of international 
regulations which regard the holy Quds as 
belonging to Palestinians, the cleric said. He 
noted that despite the approval of the Congress 
for relocation of the US embassy, the former U.S. 
administrations felt duty-bound to honor 
international regulations in this regard.

Referring to the deadly crackdown on the 
Palestinian protests against the new U.S. action, 
Hojjatoleslam Seddiqi said that the massacre of 
Palestinians was another document indicating that 
the U.S. and the Zionist regime have no respect for 
any principles.

Replacing Dollar With Dinar

ILNA* -  Iranian consulate generals across Iraq 
will replace dollar with local currency (dinar) for 
payment of the costs of consular services, including 
visa issuance, within few days.

Issuing separate statements, Iranian consulate 
generals in Iraq announced on Friday that they will 
receive either the Iraqi dinar or euro for their 
consular services as of Tuesday (May 22) and that 
the US dollar will not be accepted anymore.

The decision was made in line with removal of 
dollar from the banking operations of the Iranian 
missions abroad.

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - President Hassan Rouhani and Qatari Emir 
have strongly blasted the US embassy relocation and 
the Israeli regime’s killing of Palestinians.

In a Thursday phone conversation with Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, Rouhani described as 
“provocative” the U.S. government’s relocation of its 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem al-Quds.

The president also dismissed the Israeli regime’s 
killing of innocent Palestinians as a criminal act and 
regrettable for the international community.

He also touched upon an extraordinary meeting of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Istanbul, 
saying, “In this meeting, Islamic countries should give 
a proper response to this tyranny and major crime.”

He further noted that he is pleased to see most world 
countries have condemned the United States’ unilateral 
withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal. President Rouhani 
said Trump’s pullout from the JCPOA will not be in the 
interests of the US and other signatories to the deal. The 
president also congratulated the Qatari nation and 
government on the arrival of the holy month of Ramadan.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran regards the 
blockade on the Qatari government and nation as 
an inappropriate and unfair move, and welcomes 
the promotion of cooperation and relations with 
Qatar as a friendly country and a neighbor,” said 
President Rouhani.

He said the Iranian government and nation have stood 
by the Qatari government and nation under any 
circumstances, and will continue to do so. He also 
embraced the idea of holding an Iran-Qatar joint 
cooperation commission in a bid to promote mutual 
relations on all fronts.

Rouhani noted that there is no way to settle differences 
other than dialogue, adding, “Iran always stands ready 
for talks with the Persian Gulf countries on regional 
issues, but unfortunately, some countries think they 
should choose a path other than negotiations.”

Sheikh Tamim, in turn, congratulated the Iranian 
nation and government on the arrival of the holy month 
of Ramadan. He touched upon the cordial relations 
between Doha and Tehran in different areas and praised 
the constructive positions adopted by Iran vis-à-vis the 
Qatar crisis, calling for all-out enhancement of ties 
between the two sides.

The Qatari Emir denounced the U.S. government’s 
relocation of its embassy to al-Quds as well as the 
Israeli regime’s blockade of Gaza and killing of 
Palestinian people. He said the OIC summit would be 
an ideal opportunity for consultations and talks on 
regional issues and problems.

He also referred the recent tension created against 
Iran, saying Iran is a powerful country in the region, 
and his country believes international issues and 
differences should be resolved only through dialogue.

President, Qatari Emir Denounce Israel’s Atrocities

In comments before departing Tehran for Istanbul to attend the extraordinary summit 
of the Islamic Cooperation Organization (OIC), President Rouhani said the summit 
provides the Islamic states with an opportunity to express their full support for the 
oppressed nation of Palestine, denounce the crimes by the Zionist regime and condemn 
the illegal relocation of the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem al-Quds.

“Defending the Palestinian nation and the holy Quds means defending the Islamic 
values and expressing sympathy with the great and civilized nation of Palestine who 
are suffering from such severe conditions,” Rouhani said.

He vehemently condemned the U.S. move to relocate its embassy to Jerusalem 
al-Quds and said it is against all international laws and the UN resolutions. 
“Doubtlessly, the move has sparked outrage among Muslim states making the U.S. 
hated among Muslims more than ever.”

The Iranian President then slammed the Zionist regime for the recent brutal 
massacre of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and said this is not the first time that the 
occupying regime is conducting such heinous crimes. “They have been committing 

the aggressions against the Palestinians over the past seven decades.”
Elsewhere in his comments, he added the Islamic Republic has always stood by the 

Palestinian nation in the face of the Zionists’ crimes and noted it is up to all Muslims 
particularly the government of the Islamic states to defend the oppressed nation of Palestine.

President Rouhani added the U.S.and the Zionist regime create chaos in the Muslim 
world to distract the public opinion from the issue of Palestine.

The OIC was to convene at an extraordinary summit in Istanbul later Friday to show 
solidarity with the Palestinian people and to denounce the relocation of the US embassy 
to Jerusalem al-Quds as well as the Israeli attacks that killed over 60 civilians in protests 
on May 14. The extraordinary summit of the 57-member OIC is held at the invitation of 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the chairman of the 13th session of the OIC.

TEHRAN (IFP) - Interior Ministry has reiterated that a plan to divide parts of the Kazeroon county in Iran’s southern 
Fars Province has stopped, describing recent unrest in the city created by those protesting the plan as strange.

In a statement published on the ministry’s website on Thursday, it said the ministry’s experts have travelled to 
the city several times to listen to the concerns of the people in Kazeroon and take them into account.

Considering demands by the people, the plan has been stopped and won’t be implemented until logical and 
genuine concerns of the Kazerooni people are addressed.

Wednesday night, the city was a scene of clashes between security forces and people demanding the release of 
people arrested in small demonstrations held Wednesday afternoon.

The protests in front of a police station took a violent turn after people masking their face tried to enter the police 
station, leaving at least one dead and six wounded, Fars News Agency reported.

Some protestors set fire to parts of the station and police vehicles.
The Interior Ministry expressed regret over the deadly incident, saying the protests do not have much to do with 

the division plan and could be rooted in efforts by anti-revolution forces to incite violence in the country.
“[The ministry] asks the aware and religious people of Kazeroon to keep calm and exercise vigilance against plots by 

adversaries and anti-revolution websites and do not allow the region’s security to be endangered,” the statement reads.
Located over 1,000 kilometers south of Tehran, a group of Kazeroon citizens held protest gatherings against a 

parliamentary motion to separate cities of the Kazeroon county to form another country.

Palestinian Resistance to Prevent Survival of U.S. Embassy in al-Quds

Kazeroon Division Plan Stopped

Websites Review

TEHRAN – President Hassan Rouhani sent a message to the Prime Minister of Armenia to 
offer congratulations on his election and expressed hope that Tehran-Yerevan ties would 
further develop.

In his message forwarded on Wednesday, President Rouhani congratulated Nikol Pashinyan 
on his election as the Armenian new prime minister, wishing him and the nation of Armenia 
prosperity and felicity in his term. He also hoped to witness “further development of relations 
between the two countries” during Prime Minister Pashinyan’s term in office.

World Today  
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TEHRAN - President Hassan Rouhani says the Muslim World’s 
hatred for the US and its policies has never been as intense as it is today.

Palestine Will 
Get Rid of Enemy

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - Leader Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei 
says the Islamic governments and communities that 
have kept silent over the misery of Palestine are 
estranged from the holy Quran.

Ayatollah Khamenei made the comment at a 
gathering dubbed “Affinity with the Quran” held 
on the first day of the holy month of Ramadan.

“Today, the scourge gripping the Muslim world is 
alienation from the Quran,” said the Leader.

“Look at the situation of Palestine; a nation is 
stranded away from its homeland; those who’ve 
stayed in their homes are under different types of 
pressure; a lot of people have been killed and 
thousands wounded,” said Ayatollah Khamenei.

“Some complain why the U.S. does not take a stance. 
The U.S. and some Western countries are hand in glove 
with each other. How do you expect them to take a 
position? It is the Islamic governments that should take 
a stand. It is the Islamic community that should adopt a 
position. It is they (Muslims nations) that should resist, 
but they don’t! Why? Because they have distanced 
themselves from the Quran; because they don’t believe 
in the Quran,” said the Leader.

Ayatollah Khamenei underlined that Palestine will, by 
God’s grace, get rid of the enemy. “[Jerusalem] Al-Quds 
is the capital of Palestine, and the U.S., and its cronies, 
and those weaker or stronger than the U.S., cannot do a 
damn thing vis-à-vis the truth and the divine tradition, 

when it comes to Palestine,” he said.
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TEHRAN (MNA) – Special Aide to Iranian Parliament 
Speaker for International Affairs Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian said that time is not in favor of the Zionist 
regime, adding, “under such circumstances, resistance 
of Palestinian people will not allow the survival of U.S. 
Embassy in al-Quds (Jerusalem).”

He made the above remark in the presence of a number 
of western and American thinkers and intellectuals 
participating in International New Horizon Conference. He 
lashed out that the flagrant violation of JCPOA by U.S. 
President Trump and following the U.S. pullout from 
JCPOA and said, “non-compliance of U.S. to its 
commitments within the framework of JCPOA, as 
endorsed by UNSC, is in full contradiction with the 
international rules and regulations, the issue of which can 
jeopardize peace and security in the world significantly.”

Secretary General of the International Conference to 
Support Palestinian Intifada pointed to the situation of 
the region and said, “destructive role of U.S. and some 
of its allies in financing terrorist groups is the main 
source of insecurity and instability in the region.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Amir-Abdollahian referred to a 
humanitarian disaster in Yemen and said, “political approach 
is the sole way out of crisis in Yemen and Bahrain.”

Western and American participants in this Conference 
strongly condemned the relocation of US Embassy to 
Al-Quds and emphasized the negative consequences of such 
move in future. In conclusion, he clarified the significant 
measures taken by the Islamic Republic of Iran in uprooting 
ISIS in the region and emphasized, “the current time is not 
in favor of the Zionist regime, so that Palestinian people will 
not allow survival of U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem.”

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian Minister of Roads and Urban Development Abbas Akhoundi said the private and 
public sectors of the Islamic Republic are prepared to participate in the reconstruction process of Syria.  

“After seven years of struggling with a crisis and war, Syria has entered a new phase and Iran will play an 
influential role in the country’s reconstruction era,” Akhoundi said during a meeting with Syrian Prime Minister 
Imad Khamis in Damascus on Thursday.

“Syria is returning to a favorable security situation and can start rebuilding its country,” he added.
The private and public sectors of Iran are ready to massively participate in the reconstruction process of the Arab 

country, he went on to say.
Khamis, for his part, stressed the need to boost bilateral relations between Tehran and Damascus in various fields 

and to develop joint projects that serve the interests of the two friendly countries.
The Syrian premier said Damascus is ready to facilitate the Iranian participation in the reconstruction process of 

the war-hit country.

Iran Ready to Reconstruct Syria in Post-War Era



Iran, Turkey Call for Closer Economic Ties
TEHRAN (MNA) – Chief of Staff of Iran’s President Mahmoud Vaezi conferred with Turkish Economy Minister 
Nihat Zeybekci on ways to expand trade ties and facilitate implementation of bilateral agreements.

During a meeting held on Wednesday in Ankara, Vaezi highlighted the necessity of developing Iran-Turkey 
economic and trade relations, and called for expediting and facilitating the implementation of agreements in the 
political, cultural and economic fields.

Referring to the efforts made by the Iranian and Turkish authorities to develop trade and economic relations, 
Vaezi maintained that the use of all capacities and capabilities of the two countries in all economic dimensions will 
be beneficial to the two nations as well as other states in the region.

Noting the role of banking relations in boosting economic transactions, Vaezi voiced confidence that with more activities from 
the two countries’ joint economic commission, the process of increasing trade volume would be further accelerated. The 
Turkish minister, for his part, stressed that his country sees no limits or obstacles to cement trade and economic ties with Iran.

 “We are resolute to remove any potential obstacle and facilitate interactions in a bid to further expand our 
economic relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran,” he said.

DOMESTIC

“Total has said that if it doesn’t get an exemption from the United States to continue 
its work, it will begin to pull out of the deal. If that happens, the Chinese firm CNPC 
will replace Total.” Zanganeh said.

In a press release on Wednesday, Total said it may pull out of SP11 project in light 
of the U.S. recent withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal.

Asked whether Total would be fined for pulling out of the deal, Zangeneh said: 
“There is no discussion of fining, but the amount Total has invested in the project so 
far will not be repaid to it for now.”

Speaking to reporters following signature of a heads of agreement between the 
National Iranian South Oil Company (NISOC) and a consortium of international 
companies, known as Pergas, for development of Iran’s Karanj Oilfield, the official 
further said in case CNPC pulled out of the deal, too, the other party of the contract, 
Iran’s Petropars, would replace it as the major developer of the project.

Zangeneh also said: “None of Iran’s neighbors must relish their neighbor’s 
hardships. Everyone may face hardships. When a country is gripped by difficulties, 

others must not gloat at their trouble. We are Muslims. Tongue-lashing is more 
devastating that swords. This (condition) will also pass by.”

He said CPNC and Petropars are capable of developing the project’s first phase 
which is natural gas production, “therefore, the project will certainly not be halted.”

 “Regarding the dialogues with the Pergas Consortium, I am not worried about 
financing and procurement of equipment and items for development of the field by 
the consortium,” he went on to add.

Speaking of Iraq’s political development and its impact on Iran’s gas flow to its 
neighbor, Zangeneh said, “Whatever party that takes power in Iraq would need gas 
because it would benefit the country.”

Regarding oil swap with Kirkuk, he said the swap operation had not started yet but 
it would benefit both countries.

Asked about South Pars Oil Layer development, he said: “For the time being, less 
must be said and options had better not been revealed.”  “Up until last year, OPEC 
members viewed the prices of oil at $60 to $65 per barrel as suitable,” he added.

Tehran, Paris Establish Mideast’s Largest Blood Bag Factory

PRAYER TIME
Noon (Zohr)                            13:00
Evening (Maghreb)               20:25
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr)      04:15
Tomorrow’s Sunrise              05:55

12. Say to those who reject Faith:  
“Soon will ye be vanquished and gathered together to Hell,-an evil bed indeed (to lie on)!

13. “There has already been for you a Sign in the two armies that met (in combat):  
One was fighting in the cause of Allah, the other resisting Allah. these saw with their own eyes Twice their number.  
But Allah doth support with His aid whom He pleaseth. In this is a warning for such as have eyes to see.”                     

                       Surah 3. The Family Of ‘Imran, The House Of ‘Imran ( 12- 13 )

TEHRAN (MNA) – Iranian Minister of Energy Reza 
Ardakanian revealed the continued activity of 120 
German companies in Iran.

He made the above remark in his meeting with the 
German Federal Minister of Economy and Energy and 
said, “with the coordination made in this regard, 120 
German firms will continue their activities in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran.”

He pointed to the activity of Germany’s  
Siemens Company in Iran and said, “as a 
prestigious company based in Germany, Siemens 
will comply with its contractual commitments 
with Iran wholeheartedly.”

The visiting Iranian minister of energy has traveled to 
Germany at the official invitation of German Minister 
of Environment, Economy and Energy.

The two sides exchanged their views on broadening 
bilateral relationship in relevant issues.

For his part, the German Minister of Economy and 
Energy pointed to the recent international 
developments and said, “considering the cooperation 
of 120 German firms in Iran, it is hoped that 
solutions for the continued bilateral cooperation will 
be compiled in future talks.”

In this get-together meeting, the two sides agreed to 
hold a joint economic cooperation meeting between 
Iran and Germany in the current year.

120 German Firms  
Still Active in Iran

Chinese Firm May 
Replace Total
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TEHRAN - Oil Minister Bijan Zangeneh says if French energy 
giant Total decides to exit the Iran South Pars 11 (SP11) gas field 
development, a Chinese company is ready to replace it.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN – Head of Communications 
Affairs Department of Export 
Development Bank of Iran says the 
banking facilities which were granted by 
the bank grew by 90 percent last year.

Speaking in the nationwide 
gathering of managers of the bank, 
Dr. Mohsen Ashrafpoor said that the 
bank witnessed 90 percent growth in 
granting loan and facilities last year.

He added that rial loans and facilities of the bank grew 
by 43 percent last year comparing to the preceding year 
and its value was more than 46,000b rials.

He added that the granted facilities in a five-year span 
from 2012 to 2017 jumped from 43,00b rials to more 
than 61,000 rials.

He also added that the bank also witnessed a 
36-percent growth in export L/Cs which was valued at 
$114m and the figure for import L/Cs was more than 
one billion dollars.

Ashrafpoor noted that the value of forex havala last year 
was more than 5,000m dollars which registered 41 percent.

He also reiterated that the bank will continue national 
projects and pointed to some projects which are 
supported by the bank.

Ardakan Steel, Beheshti Port of Chabahar, Gachsaran 
Petrochemical Company and Salman Farsi 
Petrochemical Complex are of the major projects 
which are supported by the EDBI.

TEHRAN (IFP)- In a project financed by France, Iran has established the largest blood bag manufacturing 
factory in the Middle East, creating at least 200 new jobs, said the Director General of Iran Blood 
Transfusion Organization.

Ali Akbar Pour-Fathollah says the factory in Alborz province has been established with French investment.
“With the establishment of the factory, Iran which used to import blood bags will become self-sufficient in this 

field,” Pour-Fathollah said.
He went on to say that the production capacity of the factory is much higher than the domestic needs and added 

the company can produce 6 million blood bags in just one single shift.
“This means that it can produce 18 million blood bags in 18 hours providing us with an opportunity to export blood bag.”
The Iranian official said domestic demand for blood bag stands at 17 million per day and noted by reaching self-

sufficiency in this area, Iran can export the product and expand its knowhow in this field.
Pour-Fallah underlined that the company has created 200 jobs and said the figure can reach 400 once the export 

of the blood bags begins.
Director General of Iran Blood Transfusion Organization also said the factory has been established with a 

50-percent foreign investment, including those made by France.
The investment by France in Iran’s health section comes as Iran is one of the victims of France blood 

scandal back in 1980s.

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran has been 
appointed as the permanent member of the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) established by 
the World Health Organization (WHO).

After Iran gained the permanent membership of the 
IARC, the country’s flag was hoisted in the headquarters 
of the center in the French city of Lyon, the Research 
Department of Iran’s Health Ministry said.

The membership of Iran in the IARC as the 26th 
country in the world and third country from Asia came 
after a vote by the members of the governing council of 
the IARC on May 17.

Before the vote, a report on the studies conducted in 
Iran on cancer was distributed among the delegates of 
the governing council members and then Iran’s 
membership document was read out.

Then, Iran’s Deputy Health Minister, Reza Malekzadeh 
officially took part in the meeting of the governing council.

As the new member of the IARC, Iran has made great 
achievements in research on cancer including the first report 
on cancer across Iran which have been approved by the 
most prestigious institution in the world, Cancer Incidence 
in Five Continents, in terms of scientific accuracy and 
quality. The report is the first practical step taken so far to 
diagnose cancer and treat it at its earliest stages.

Among other major reports by Iranian scientists 
which have been approved internationally, one can refer 
to two separate reports on the carcinogenic nature of 
hot drinks and opium. These reports are the fruits of 
two decades of extensive research conducted by Iranian 
scientists and their foreign counterparts.

Dr. Malekzadeh received a medal of honor from the 
IARC back in January for his contribution to the report 
on the carcinogenic nature of opium.

Iran Permanent Member of Int’l Cancer Research Center

EDBI’s Banking  
Facilities Grow by 90%

Applied Research Considered 
As Long Term Investment

Tehran, Moscow to Set Up Economic Parliamentary Commission

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN – Head of Human Resources and Social 
Affairs of Esfahan Steel Company says the company as 
the leading company in the national steel industry has 
always employed the latest standards and researches in 
all sectors of the company.

Eng. Mehdi Bahrami said that the company has 
always had good interactions with the academic and 
research centers and it has employed all modern 
standards and researches to have better performance, 
adding that applied research is considered as a long 
term investment.

He pointed to water crisis and environment as 
two important issues for the ESC, adding that the 
two issues are always paid special attention in the 
research and study.

He said the company welcomes new ideas from the 
academics especially applied ideas, adding that theory 
is valuable but it should solve problems and show its 
value in practice.

He added that setting up the expertise task forces and 
determining the research priorities are very important 
for the company and the company pursues them to 
materialize them.

He also pointed to Leader’s approach towards 
academics and elites, adding that interaction between 
industry and the academics can develop the country.

MOSCOW (IRNA) - Chairman of Majlis  
(Iranian Parliament) Economic Commission 
Mohammad Reza Pourebrahimi said that Iranian and 
Russian parliaments will establish economic 
cooperation commission, as their governments do.

He added that there is a vast ground for bilateral 
parliamentary cooperation.

‘We have proposed establishing joint economic 
commission in the two countries’ parliaments,” he said, 
noting that the commission can serve as a complementary 
to Iran-Russia parliamentary cooperation.

As the Russians are under U.S. sanctions as the 
Iranians are, promoting economic cooperation will 
benefit both nations, he said.

Elsewhere in his speech, Pourebrahim said that Iran 
and Russia are operationalizing digital currency to 
bypass sanctions.

An Iranian parliamentary delegation is in Russia in a 
bid to broaden economic collaboration between the  
two countries, he said. The MP also hailed  
Tehran-Moscow cooperation in the security issues 
and fighting terrorism in Iraq and Syria.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The Russia-led Eurasian Economic 
Union (EEU) trade bloc plans to hold talks with 
Iran over a free trade zone.

The economic block also signed an interim trade 
deal with Iran during talks on Thursday in the 
Kazakh capital of Astana, Kazakh sources said.

The deal comes as the U.S. is snapping economic 
sanctions on the country back into place following 
its withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal.

I t  has also warned companies about  
doing business with Iran saying they will 
face sanctions.

Iran is now engaged in extensive talks with the 
five remaining signatories to the JCPOA -Russia, 
China, France, Germany and Britain – to decide 
about the future of the nuclear deal.

The EEU is comprised of Russia, Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. It is an 
international organization created with the aim of 
encouraging regional economic integration through 
the free movement of goods, services and people 
within the union.

The bloc was established in 2015, after it 
superseded the Eurasian Economic Community 
that functioned from 2000 to 2014. The union 
has an integrated single market of 183 million 
people and a gross domestic product of  

over $4 trillion.

EAEU, Iran Sign 
Provisional Deal
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Netherlands Ready to Expand 
Cooperation With Iran

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Dutch as well as other European companies 
are interested in working with Iranian businesses and 
transferring technology to them, Siavoush Shojaee, 
director for Regional Sales at Control Seal, a Netherlands-
based valve manufacturer said.

“We are planning to take steps in the long run to bring 
technology forward through formation of a joint 
venture with Iranian companies,” Shojaee said.

Talking about the company’s activities, he said 
Control Seal is active in the production of special 
valves, such as high temperature valves for downstream 
and petrochemical industries. “Jam Co., Arak, 
Kermanshah and some other Iranian petrochemical 
companies are among consumers of our products. Our 
valves are also used in phases 1-24 of South Pars,” he said.

Shojaee noted that Control Seal’s office in Iran is 
currently fully operating.

“Our continuing cooperation with Iranian customers, 
even during the sanctions period is an honor. Despite 
the reluctance of many European companies to 
participate in the Iranian market because of the 
sanctions, our approach and policy is based on 
maintaining the presence in the market,” Shojaee said.

He concluded saying that the European Union as well as the 
Netherlands have announced their willingness to remain 
committed to Iran’s nuclear deal, therefore Control Seal will try 
to do the best to maintain the relations with Iranian businesses.



INTERNATIONAL

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - The U.S. Senate on Thursday confirmed Gina 
Haspel as the first female CIA director, despite deep reservations among some 
lawmakers that her past involvement in the torture of terror suspects was a red flag.

President Donald Trump’s pick to lead the Central Intelligence Agency 
passed on a vote of 54-45, with half a dozen opposition Democrats bucking 
their party and supporting the controversial Haspel’s nomination.

“Congratulations to our new CIA Director, Gina Haspel!” tweeted the 
president, who has described her as exceptionally qualified.

KUALA LUMPUR (Dispatches) - Malaysian police seized 72 suitcases stuffed 
with cash and jewels along with scores of designer handbags in raids on luxury 
properties linked to ex-prime minister Najib Razak on Friday as a corruption 
probe gathered pace. The discovery adds significantly to the peril faced by Najib, 
who just last week had seemed to be cruising toward an election victory, before 
he was unseated in a stunning upset. A visibly shattered and anxious Najib 
declined to comment on the latest developments as he waded through a throng of 
media into a mosque for Friday afternoon prayers in the Muslim-majority country.

Haspel Confirmed 
New CIA Director

Malaysia Seizes Cash, 

Jewels in Raid on Ex-Leader

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – U.S. President Donald 
Trump tried to put his summit with Kim Jong Un back on 
track Thursday, offering the North Korean leader guarantees 
of staying in power if he abandons nuclear weapons.

As prospects for a historic summit next month 
between the two leaders dimmed, Trump told reporters 
that if the meeting were to go ahead successfully, Kim 
“will get protections that will be very strong.”

“He’d be in his country and running his country. His 
country would be very rich.” But the pledge came 
barbed with a warning that if diplomacy fails, Kim 
could suffer the same fate as Libya’s Moamer Kadhafi, 
who was overthrown and killed by rebels.

Trump’s comments came as Pyongyang appeared to cool to 
the idea of the sit-down in Singapore on June 12, denouncing 
U.S. demands for “unilateral nuclear abandonment.”

Trump suggested Kim’s apparent about-face may 
have been at the behest of Chinese leader Xi Jinping.

“It could very well be that he’s influencing Kim Jong Un,” 
Trump said, citing a recent meeting between the pair, their 
second in a month’s time. “We’ll see what happens.” For 
decades, Washington has watched in horror as North Korea 
-- propped up by trade with China -- has made a series of 
technological leaps toward building a missile capable of 
carrying a nuclear weapon to U.S. cities.

That grim achievement is now within reach, 
prompting Trump to launch a campaign of “maximum 
pressure” on the regime, coupled with the offer of talks.

A series of landmark meetings between Kim and his 
South Korean counterpart and between North Korean 
and U.S. officials had made diplomacy look like the 
more likely avenue. Trump tried to put his summit with 
Kim Jong Un back on track Thursday, offering the 
North Korean leader guarantees of staying in power if 
he abandons nuclear weapons.

MOSCOW (AFP) - Russian President Vladimir Putin held a rare meeting with Syrian 
leader Bashar al-Assad on Thursday and said the “military success” in Syria allowed 
for a large-scale “political process” leading to the withdrawal of foreign forces and 
the reconstruction of the country.

A day after UN special envoy to Syria Staffan de Mistura warned a regime assault 
on the rebel-held area of Idlib could affect 2.3 million people, Putin met Assad in the 
southern Russian city of Sochi.

“After the success of the Syrian government army in the fight against the terrorists” 
the condition are in place for “the start of a political process on a major scale,” Putin 
said in a statement released by the Kremlin following the meeting.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that “there were detailed 
discussions” between the two leaders, who last met in December at a Russian military 
air base in Syria’s coastal province of Latakia.

“With the start of the political process in its most active phase, foreign armed forces will 
withdraw from Syrian territory,” Putin said, without specifying which foreign forces.

Russia has been involved in Syria’s civil war since September 2015. Its military support 
not only ensured the survival of Assad’s regime but also changed the course of the war.

Putin also congratulated Assad on the “successes of the Syrian government’s army 
in the fight against terrorist groups”. “The next task, of course, is the economic 
recovery and humanitarian aid for those people in a difficult situation,” Putin added.

In a statement from the Syrian presidency, Assad added on Thursday “we have 
evaluated the political process” and will select candidates for a constitutional committee, 
a suggestion proposed in January at a summit in Sochi, that will work with the United 
Nations. According to the Kremlin statement, Assad said “stability is improving” in 

Syria, “opening the door to the political process we started some time ago”.
“We know it will not be easy because some countries do not want stability to return 

to Syria. But with you and other partners and friends, we will continue to make strong 
progress in the peace process,” Assad was quoted as saying in the statement.

“Thanks to military successes, we are managing to normalise the situation in the 
country, opening the way for the return of many of our compatriots.”

Russian television broadcast short clips from the two men’s discussion.
Putin and Assad met on the eve of a meeting in Sochi between Putin and German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel, the first face-to-face talk of the year between the veteran leaders.

N. Korea’s Kim  
Can Stay in PowerPutin Calls for Political Process on Syria

Ukraine Leader 
Enacts New Sanctions 
Against Russia

KIEV (Dispatches) - Ukraine President Petro Poroshenko 
has signed a decree to enact the recently adopted decision to 
expand sanctions on Russian companies and entities, according 
to information published on the presidential website on Friday.

Ukraine’s council of security and defence approved in early 
May the sanctions that mirror those of the United States, 
which has blacklisted tycoons and allies of Russian President 

Vladimir Putin.

Kiev has also extended existing sanctions it introduced 
against hundreds of Russian companies and entities in 
response to the annexation of Crimea in 2014 and Kremlin 
support for a pro-Russian separatist uprising in eastern Ukraine.

The decree did not say which individuals or companies were 
on the latest list. The council has said the new sanctions would 
be in force for at least three years and included penalties  
on Russian lawmakers and top officials.
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TAJ MAHAL HOTEL

PROUDLY INTRODUCES THE FIRST CLASS LUXURIOUS 
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FAMOUS INDIAN DESSERTS.
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CULINARY, COME ALONG WITH FAMILY & FRIEND’S TO 

EXPERINCE THE AMAZING WIDE RANGE OF HOME MADE COUNTRY 
STYLE RECIPES SERVED WITH MOUNTAIN HERBS’ AND A PERFECT 
OUT DOOR PLEASANT AMBIENCE TO CHEER UP YOUR MOOD.

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL
TAJ MAHAL INDIAN 

RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN 
RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL’ SPECTACULAR 
EXTENSION MAHI-MAHI  
GILACI RESTAURANT

Address: Plot No.29,South Sheykh Bahayi Street,Molasadra Blvd,Vanak sq,Tehran – Iran

Email:info@tajmahalhotel.ir Tel:+98(21)88035444 Fax:+98(21)8805739 9 Mob:+98(912)8803544
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INTERNATIONAL

Saudi Arabia Assures on SupplyU.S. Dampens Chances of Trade Deal With China

ANKARA (Dispatches) - Total military spending in 
the 28-member European Union in 2016 was  
€200 billion ($222 billion), the same figure as in 2015, 
Eurostat announced Friday.

The ratio of defense spending to GDP in the EU28 
in 2016 was 1.3 percent, down from 1.4 percent in 
2015, Eurostat said. “This is much less than the 
amount spent on social protection (expenditure 
equivalent to 19.1 percent of GDP in 2016), health 
(7.1 percent) or education (4.7 percent),” it said.

Defense expenditure climbed over public spending 
on recreation, culture, and religion (1.0 percent), 
environmental protection (0.7 percent) and housing 
and community amenities (0.6 percent).

The lowest defense spending to GDP ratios were 
recorded in Ireland (0.3 percent), Luxembourg  
(0.4 percent), Malta and Austria (0.6 percent) as Estonia, 
Greece, the U.K., and France spent the highest 
proportions with 2.4 percent, 2.1 percent, 2 percent, and 
1.8 percent, respectively. The U.K. claimed almost the 
quarter -- 24 percent -- of what the EU28 had in their total 
military bill with €47 billion ($52.17 billion).

France, Germany and Italy followed the U.K. with 
a combined €96 billion ($106.56 billion) --  
47 percent of the overall EU28 expenditure.  
The quartet’s total defense expenditure was  
72 percent of the EU28 total in 2015.

Euro/dollar exchange rate was 1.11 in 2016.
Global defense spending to GDP averaged  

2.2 percent in 2016, the World Bank data showed.
Oman (13.7 percent or $10.6 billion), Saudi Arabia  

(9.8 or $63.7 billion) and Congo (7.2 or $562 million) 
placed at the top of the list in terms of expenditure-to-GDP 
ratio as Equatorial Guinea (0.2 or $18.2 million), Mauritius 
(0.2 or $23 million) and Ireland (0.2 percent $1 billion) 
spent the least money in defense in 2016, according to 
the World Bank and the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute.

Russia spent 5.4 percent of its GDP (around $69 billion) 
in 2016, the U.S. 3.3 percent (around $600 billion),  
India 2.5 percent (around $59.8 billion), and China  
1.9 percent (around $216 billion).

TOKYO (Reuters) - Japan’s financial watchdog has 
instructed regional banks to curb potential losses on 
their foreign bonds and other securities, by selling 
such investments if necessary, two people with direct 
knowledge of the situation said, in its strongest step 
to shore up smaller lenders’ financial health.

The Financial Services Agency has asked the banks 
to ensure the unrealized losses on their securities do 
not exceed the profits from their core lending business 
or their equity capital, the sources told Reuters.

Japanese banks are currently not required to book 
losses on their securities investments until they are 
realized. The rare move by regulators underscores a 
desire to discourage smaller lenders from making 
risky investments, which could further hurt their 
already fragile states of financial health.

A spokesman for the FSA declined to comment. 
An official for the Regional Banks Association of 
Japan declined to comment on member banks’ 
investment strategies.

Profits at Japan’s roughly 100 regional banks are 
being squeezed by the Bank of Japan’s negative 
interest-rate policy, even as loan demand shrinks 
with the population outside the nation’s biggest 
cities in decline.

Smaller lenders have shifted their investment targets 
to riskier assets, such as foreign bonds, to offset 
weakening profits at their core business. But this 
strategy has met challenges with U.S. economic growth 
and tighter Federal Reserve monetary policy hurting 
bond prices. The benchmark U.S. Treasury yield rose 
on Thursday to a seven-year high.

Trump Presses Germany  
To Drop Russian Pipeline

EU Spends $222b  
For Defense in 2016

Japan Tells Regional Banks 
To Curb Investment Losses

Turkey, Venezuela Ink Trade Agreement Over Phone

EU Business Suffers From U.S. Sanctions on Russia
MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said that European business is being forced to 
pay for sanctions against Russia imposed by the United 
States, RIA news agency reported on Friday.

He said that U.S. sanctions hurt the world 
economy and are aimed at promoting American 
commercial interests.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - U.S. President Donald Trump is pressuring Germany 
to pull out of the controversial Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline project,  
a report said Thursday.

Trump told Chancellor Angela Merkel last month that Berlin should drop support 
for the pipeline linking Russia and Germany if it wants to avoid a trans-Atlantic trade 
war, according to a report by The Wall Street Journal, which cited U.S., German and 
European officials.

In return, Trump reportedly said the U.S. would start talks for a new trade deal with 
the European Union.

The U.S. president in March imposed tariffs of 25 percent on steel and  
10 percent on aluminum imports but gave EU countries until June 1 to negotiate 
new deals with the U.S.

Trump’s move could be aimed at expediting those trade negotiations and increasing 
U.S. exports of liquefied natural gas to Europe, according to some experts, although 
White House officials have denied such objectives.

In early April, after meeting with the leaders of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia at the 
White House, Trump criticized the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.

“Germany hooks up a pipeline into Russia, where Germany is going to be paying 
billions of dollars for energy into Russia.

“And I’m saying: What’s going on with that? How come Germany is paying vast 
amounts of money to Russia when they hook up a pipeline? That’s not right,” he said.

Poland, Denmark and Ukraine also oppose the project, arguing that it will increase 
the EU’s dependency on Russian gas and Europe should instead focus on diversifying 
its energy resources.

The $11 billion project is planned to carry 55 billion cubic meters of gas annually 
1,230 kilometers under the Baltic Sea from Russia to northern Germany after it 
becomes operational in early 2020.

The Nord Stream 2 project is also raising security concerns and could lead to U.S. 
sanctions, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Energy Diplomacy Sandra Oudkirk 
said Thursday in Berlin.

Oudkirk said Russia could use the project to place monitoring and listening devices 
for surveillance under the Baltic Sea, which increases the risk of the pipeline from an 
intelligence and security point of view.

She also noted that the U.S. Congress has given Trump the power to impose 
sanctions on a number of Russian energy projects, and companies involved in such 
projects carry the risk of incurring U.S. sanctions.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) – U.S. and Chinese officials face a new round of tough 
trade talks on Friday as President Donald Trump discounted chances of a deal, but 
Beijing extended a potential olive branch.

Trump met with a Chinese delegation headed by Vice Premier Liu He on Thursday 
as talks aimed at easing frictions between the economic powers got underway.

“The two sides agreed to continue the discussions on Friday,” the White House said.
But speaking earlier in the day about the prospects for the talks to be successful, 

Trump was not optimistic, saying: “I tend to doubt it.”
“China has become very spoiled... Because they always got 100 percent of whatever 

they wanted from the United States,” he said.
Trump unleashed a barrage of criticism against former US administrations for 

allowing Beijing to take advantage of the United States.
“We have been ripped off by China. And an evacuation of wealth like no country 

has ever seen before given to another country that’s rebuilt itself based on a lot of the 
money that they’ve taken out of the United States,” he said.

“Trade has been a total one-way street,” Trump said. “And I explained to (China’s) 
President Xi (Jinping) that we can’t do that anymore.”

But hours later, China’s commerce ministry announced that it was terminating its 
anti-dumping and anti-subsidy probe into U.S. sorghum imports, saying punitive 
measures would increase costs for the Chinese livestock industry and consumers.

Provisional duties had been imposed last month. Tariffs on sorghum would hurt 
farmers in states such as Kansas, Texas, Colorado and Oklahoma, which are also 
major Republican-leaning states that make up Trump’s electoral base.

Separately, the Chinese delegation has offered a $200 billion reduction in its annual 
trade surplus with the US by increasing American imports and other measures, 
according to Bloomberg News, which cited a Trump administration official. Such a 
reduction is among a list of U.S. demands. Trump also had harsh words for the 
European Union, which is likewise at loggerheads with Washington over U.S. export 
tariffs on steel and aluminum. “The European Union has been terrible to the United 
States on trade,” he said. “They’ve been terrible to our workers.”

RIYADH (Dispatches) - Saudi Arabia said on Friday it is consulting other oil 
producers in and outside OPEC to ensure the world has adequate supplies to support 
economic growth after prices hit $80 a barrel for the first time since 2014.

OPEC’s most influential energy minister, Saudi Arabia’s Khalid al-Falih, said in a 
Twitter post that he had called his counterparts in the United Arab Emirates, the 
United States and Russia, as well as major oil consumer South Korea, to “coordinate 
global action to ease global market anxiety”.

Falih also said he had reassured the executive director of the International Energy 
Agency of “commitment to the stability of oil markets and the global economy” and 
that he would contact others over the next few days.

On Thursday, Falih called Indian Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan to assure 
him that supporting global economic growth was “one of the kingdom’s key goals”, 
the Saudi government said in a statement, after India expressed frustration with the 
recent surge in oil prices.Oil prices held firm on Friday, with Brent crude trading at 
around $79.70 per barrel after the international benchmark broke through $80 for the 
first time since November 2014 the previous day.

The Saudi Energy Ministry said on Thursday that the kingdom together with other 
producers would ensure the availability of adequate supplies to offset any potential shortfalls.

India’s Pradhan had expressed concern about the negative impact of escalating prices on 
consumers and especially the Indian economy, the world’s third-largest oil consumer.

India is one of the world’s fastest-growing energy consumers and its oil use lags 
only that of the United States and China.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and its ally Russia have cut 
their output since January 2017 to help reduce excessive global stockpiles.

So far, OPEC has said it sees no need to ease output restrictions despite a fall in 
global stocks to the group’s desired levels and concerns among consuming nations 
that the price rally could lead to demand destruction. OPEC member the UAE said 
on Thursday OPEC had bigger issues to consider than the impact of the U.S. 
decision to withdraw from the international nuclear deal with oil producer Iran, such 
as Venezuela’s collapsing oil output.

ANKARA (Dispatches) - Turkey and Venezuela have 
signed an agreement to boost bilateral trade between the 
two countries in a conference call.

The agreement came during a teleconferencing call 
between President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his 
Venezuelan counterpart Nicolas Maduro late Thursday.

“By expanding its scope, we aim for this agreement to 
be turned into a free trade agreement as soon as 
possible,” Erdogan told.

The leaders also discussed bilateral ties and 
regional issues. Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
and Economy Minister Nihat Zeybekci also took 
part in the call.

During the call, Erdogan expressed his pleasure 
at improving bilateral relations in fields such as 
the economy, trade, agriculture, energy, culture, 
and education.

“I am very glad to see our trade volume in the 
first three months of 2018 topped a half-billion 
dollars. I believe this figure will reach $2 billion 

by the end of the year,” he said.
Erdogan also expressed his happiness at  

Maduro attending Friday’s extraordinary summit  
in Istanbul of the Organization of the  
Islamic Conference.

The Venezuelan leader also attended last year’s 
OIC extraordinary summit in Istanbul on the  
issue of Jerusalem.

“I openly expressed that we support all the 
Muslim countries and Palestine, especially in light 
of what has happened in Palestine recently,” said 
Maduro, for his part.

He also wished Erdogan success in the June 24 
general elections, saying: “June 24 is a historic day  
for Venezuela.”

The Venezuelan president also said Turkish Airline’s 
Caracas-Istanbul flights will further improve ties 
between the two countries.
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Meanwhile British Ambassador to Iran voiced his 
country’s support for British companies willing and 
capable of working in and trading with Iran.

Speaking to reporters following signature of the 
agreement, Robert Macaire said on Wednesday: “We are 
strongly committed to the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action) and are seeking solutions to guarantee the 
agreement’s benefits for Iran.”

He said there were differences between the British 
government and its European allies with the U.S.

Macaire further added that Iran’s market enjoyed 
massive potentialities and private British firms had 
devised plans for investing in Iran.

The following is the full Text of Zarif’s speech:

Mr. Chairman,
I should begin by thanking the Turkish government 

for acting promptly to bring all of us together to consult 
about the horrific situation unfolding in occupied 
Palestine. The outrageous massacre of peaceful 
Palestinian protesters in Gaza, which constitutes war 
crime and crime against humanity, was the culmination 
of a new round of malicious acts undertaken in the past 
6 months to suppress the Palestinians who dare to 
demand their basic rights. The unlawful announcement 
by the U.S. President last December regarding Al-Quds 
and his dangerous move to implement that decision on 
Day of Nakbah, triggered the tragedy and emboldened 
the occupiers to embark on a series of cold blooded 
massacres, the latest of which included snipers 
shooting children in the back.

In the light of the massacre in Gaza, the international 
community is entitled to demand an end to the 
impunity of this brutal and rogue apartheid regime. It 
is imperative for our Organization to reinforce the 
call for bringing the perpetrators to justice. We need 
to take concrete action in the United Nations system, 
including by pushing for a transparent and independent 
international inquiry and asking for providing 
international protection for the Palestinians as 
envisaged in international humanitarian law. We must 
also press upon the Security Council to live up to its 
primary responsibility. We also support the efforts by 
Palestine to bring the issue before the ICC.

We should close ranks with other organizations, the 
overwhelming majority of States, and grass root movements 
across the globe who are rejecting U.S. unilateralism, 
bullying tactics and contempt for international law, and 
condemning Zionist occupation and brutality.

While we support the declaration, it should not be 
construed as recognition of the illegitimate Zionist entity.

Brothers and sisters,
What has further emboldened the Zionist enemy is 

our disunity despite of our common past and common 
destiny and in spite of all the challenges and 
opportunities that bind us together.  The defense of 
Al-Quds now more than ever should serve as our 
rallying point, uniting us to create a strong Ummah, 
rather than engaging in pointless quarrels.

The decision violated a UNSC resolution that 
endorsed the deal, and went against numerous 
confirmations by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) of Iran’s compliance 
with the accord.

Khoshroo said the decision to withdraw from the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and 
to re-impose all nuclear-related sanctions against 
Tehran was yet another “material breach” of the 
deal by Washington.

Previous violations included “bad faith nominal 
implementation, undue delays, new sanctions and 
designations, derogatory anti-JCPOA statements, 
refusal to issue necessary licenses particularly in 
the last 16 months as well as systematic and 
concerted efforts to sabotage the deal by actively 
dissuading others to do business with Iran,” the 
Iranian envoy added.

Khoshroo said Trump’s move “is a regress to the 
failed and disastrous era of unilateralism, and 
encourages illegality.”

The Iranian envoy, who was addressing a UNSC 
open debate titled “Upholding International Law 
Within the Context of the Maintenance of International 
Peace and Security”, said Trump and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu basically “ridiculed” 
international law by moving the US diplomatic 
mission to Jerusalem al-Quds earlier this week.

“On May 14, Netanyahu and his guests celebrated 
the illegal move of the US embassy to Jerusalem 
al-Quds, violating and ridiculing international law as 
well as many UN resolutions regarding the situation 
of Jerusalem and inalienable rights of the Palestinians,” 
he argued.

The Commission said the EU measure would come into force within two months, 
unless the European Parliament and EU governments formally rejected it, but that 
it could also be activated sooner if there was strong political support.

Once Iran’s top trading partner and its second-biggest oil customer, the EU has 
sought to pour hundreds of billions of euros into the Islamic Republic since the 
bloc, along with the United Nations and United States, lifted blanket economic 
sanctions in 2016 that had hurt the Iranian economy.

Iran’s exports of mainly fuel and other energy products to the EU in 2016 jumped 
344 percent to 5.5 billion euros ($6.58 billion) compared with the previous year.

EU investment in Iran, mainly from Germany, France and Italy, has jumped to 
more than 20 billion euros since 2016, in projects ranging from aerospace to energy.

Other measures proposed by the Commission, the EU executive, include urging 
EU governments to make transfers to Iran’s central bank and to start the legal 
process of allowing the European Investment Bank to lend to EU projects in Iran.

The Commission said it would also keep aid money flowing to Iran, part of its 
efforts to uphold Europe’s side of the 2015 nuclear deal, which offers sanctions 
relief in return for Tehran shutting down its capacity, under strict surveillance by the 
U.N. nuclear watchdog, to stockpile enriched uranium for a possible atomic bomb.

“This approach could help the Iranian authorities to receive their oil-related 
revenues, particularly in case of U.S. sanctions which could target EU entities 
active in oil transactions with Iran,” the Commission said, referring to what it called 
“one-off” bank transfers to Iran’s central bank.

The Commission said European Energy Commissioner Miguel Arias Canete will 
meet Iranian officials in Tehran during a three-day trip from May 18 to try to 
reassure Iran and strengthen energy relations.

The United States intends to renew economic sanctions against Iran, including on 
the petroleum sector.

India’s Oil Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said on May 12 that it is too early to say 
how the sanctions will impact India.

In the first four months of 2018, India imported 552,000 bpd from Iran, about  
2 percent less than a year ago, the data from the sources showed. The sources 
declined to be identified as they were not authorized to speak with media.

Washington announced in early May that it would violate the agreement and 
reimpose sanctions against Tehran.

French oil giant Total warned on Wednesday that it would pull out of a huge gas 
project in Iran, which started in July 2017, unless it would obtain a waiver from the 
U.S. authorities with the support of France and the European Union.

Iran’s oil exports amounted to one million barrels a day, mostly to Asia and 
some European countries, before sanctions were lifted. They have since climbed 
to 2.5 million barrels.

Maersk Tankers operates more than 160 vessels and employs 3,100 people 
worldwide for a turnover of $836 million in 2016.

Insurance backed by the International Group of P&I is considered the standard in 
oil shipment contracts. However, with the coming U.S. sanctions, that coverage for 
tankers in and out of Iran could be reduced or even “stopped altogether” in 
November, according to Salthouse.

S&P Platts notes that some shipping companies, including Maersk Tankers and 
Torm already refuse to call on Iranian ports for fear of trouble with insurance and 
freight payments. Some analysts expect that these problems—as well as more 
buyers falling in line with the U.S.—will significantly reduce the availability of 
Iranian crude on international markets.

South Korea buys about 300,000 bpd of Iranian condensate at the moment and in 
case of tanker trouble, this would put a dent in Iran’s exports of the superlight crude 
grade. But, others, such as international oil economist Dr. Mamdouh Salameh, point 
out that this time the U.S. is alone in its sanction push against Iran and their effect 
will be much weaker.

“Not all members of the International Group P&I will comply with the US 
sanctions against Iran. Moreover, nothing could stop Asian customers of Iranian oil 
from creating sovereign insurance entities with Iran also providing more coverage,” 
Dr. Salameh notes.

What’s more, China could buy Iranian crude for yuan. China could also provide 
tankers for shipments to Chinese refiners if European shippers won’t, Salameh 
added. Further, the European Union is already paying for Iranian crude in euros, and 
there is no reason for it to change that.

France Freezes Company Assets Over Syria Chemical W eapons

Washington Seeks Global Coalition Against Iran

Iran Stay Put in Latest FIFA Rankings
TEHRAN - The Iran men’s national football team, domestically known as Team Melli, has maintained its 
position in the latest edition of the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) rankings, staying 
in the world’s 36th spot. According to the latest monthly rankings released by the world’s soccer governing 
body, Team Melli accumulated 727 points and maintained its place as the best Asian soccer team.

Other Asian teams were Australia, which maintained its place to sit in the 40th slot in the latest rankings with 700 points, 
followed by Japan and South Korea, which settled in the 60th and 61st spots respectively with 528 and 520 points.
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PARIS (AFP) - France on Friday froze the assets for six 
months of companies based in Syria, Lebanon and 
China after they were linked to an alleged chemical 
weapons program in Syria.

The businesses include Sigmatec and the Al Mahrous 
Group, both based in Damascus, Technolab in Lebanon, 
and a trading company in Guangzhou in China, according 
to a list published in the government’s official gazette.

Two Syrian nationals will also face asset freezes, as 
well as a person born in Lebanon in 1977 whose 
nationality was not specified.

The asset freezes were signed by French Finance 
minister Bruno Le Maire.

In January, France sanctioned 25 people and 
companies based in Syria, but also French, Lebanese 
and Chinese, over suspicions of fuelling the development 

of chemical weapons in the war-ravaged country.
The companies targeted included importers  

and distributors of metals, electronics, logistics  
and shipping.

Some thirty countries were to meet in Paris on Friday 
to put in place mechanisms to better identify and punish 
those responsible for using nerve agents such as Sarin 
and chlorine in attacks.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - Washington wants to build a global “coalition” 
against the Tehran regime and its “destabilizing activities,” the State Department said 
on Thursday, after pulling out from the Iran nuclear accord to the anger of U.S. allies.

The plan is to be detailed on Monday by the top United States diplomat, Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo, in his first major foreign policy address since taking office in April.

“The U.S. will be working hard to put together a coalition,” State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert told reporters.

The aim is to “bring together a lot of countries from around the world with the 
specific goal of looking at the Iranian regime through a more realistic lens” which 
would include “all of its destabilizing activities that aren’t just a threat to the region 

but are a threat to the broader world,” she said.
Nauert added that the coalition will not be “anti-Iran” because the U.S. stands 

“firmly behind” the country’s people.
She evoked a comparison with the U.S.-led international coalition against the 

Islamic State group in Syria and Iraq.
Nauert did not say whether the proposed coalition against Iran’s regime would have 

a military component.
She said the State Department received on Monday about 200 foreign diplomats to 

explain to them President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw from the nuclear 
accord, and the next steps.

WORLD NEWS

CARACAS (Dispatches) - Venezuela’s diplomatically isolated president got a show 
of support from his Turkish counterpart Tayyip Erdogan and Argentine soccer legend 
Diego Maradona on Thursday ahead of a weekend election widely decried as unfair.

The United States, the European Union and major Latin American countries have 
criticized Sunday’s vote in which leftist President Nicolas Maduro is likely to win 
re-election to a six-year term. Critics say Maduro, a 55-year-old former bus driver who 
has presided over an economic meltdown, is virtually assured victory as two of his most 
popular opponents are banned from running and the electoral council is pro-government.

The Trump administration has threatened further sanctions and urged Latin America 
to cut off Venezuelan officials from financial systems and restrict their travel visas.

Any foreign shows of support are especially welcome to Maduro in the run-up to 
Sunday. On the campaign trail he has sought to legitimize his leadership, while 
playing down the brutal economic crisis that has Venezuelans skipping meals, 
succumbing to once controlled diseases, and emigrating en masse.

In a split screen chat broadcast on Venezuelan state television on Thursday, Maduro 
and Erdogan held a stilted, translated conversation that had several technical problems.

“I have faith you will be triumphant,” Erdogan told Maduro, whose main rival is 
former state Governor Henri Falcon, who broke with an opposition boycott to run 
for the presidency. In turn, Maduro told Erdogan “Venezuelans are going to give a 
lesson on democracy and liberty to the world on Sunday.”

At Maduro’s closing campaign event later on Thursday in central Caracas, 
Maradona surprised the crowd by dancing to the rhythm of a catchy reggaeton song 
while waving a Venezuelan yellow, blue and red flag.

Maradona, who has called himself a “soldier” for Maduro, is well-known for supporting 
leftist politicians and was a friend of his predecessor Hugo Chavez and the late Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro, whose image is tattooed on his leg. Maduro and Erdogan have both 
faced criticism for their authoritarian-style rule and seeking to snuff out dissent while 
mishandling their economies.Maduro regularly says a right-wing, U.S.-led campaign is 
sabotaging the economy in order to foment a coup and usher in a capitalist leadership.

“I will dedicate my life to fixing the economy of this country .. My spirit is 
renewed, my energy recharged,” Maduro told a crowd of red-shirted supporters at 
his rally, saying he had been loyal to Chavez’s legacy during his first term.

Mainstream economists blame strict currency controls, poor management, and 
corruption for Venezuela’s deep recession. Rights activists also say Maduro has 
cracked down on protests and unjustly imprisoned activists.

“The situation is unbearable. Look how hungry we are ... I trust God that this 
goddamn president will go,” said Reina Morillo, 48, among hundreds of Falcon 
supporters at his closing rally in the central city of Barquisimeto.
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LONDON (Reuters) - Europa League winners 
Atletico Madrid have been charged with “racist 

behaviour” by UEFA for a banner displayed by fans 
during their 3-0 win over Olympique de Marseille in 
the final on Wednesday.

European soccer’s governing body said in a 
statement on Thursday that it had opened 
proceedings against the Spanish side under Article 
14 of its disciplinary regulations.

Marseille and Atletico also face punishment for 
setting off fireworks during the match.

The French team’s famously passionate fans 
unleashed a whirlwind of flares and firecrackers 
moments before kickoff and the game began under 
a thick cloud of smoke.

Atletico set off a small number of flares in their 
end after each of Antoine Griezmann’s two goals 
while the French supporters engulfed the air with 
another display of flares, some of which were 
thrown onto the pitch, near the end of the game.

Marseille fans also caused “acts of damage” at the 
Groupama Stadium, the home of rivals Olympique 
Lyonnais and the French club were charged by UEFA 
after their players returned late to start the second half.

UEFA’s Control, Ethics and Disciplinary Body 
will deal with the case on May 31.

DUBAI (Dispatches) - International cricket 
chiefs are considering scrapping the toss before 

Test matches as part of measures to boost the 
flagging fortunes of the long form of the game, 
reports said Friday

Britain’s Times newspaper said the International 
Cricket Council believes such a measure would help 
reinvigorate the five-day format, whose popularity 
has waned in the face of the challenge from Twenty20 
and one-day cricket. The ICC’s cricket committee, 
chaired by Indian spin legend Anil Kumble, will meet 
this month to discuss the issue and put forward 
recommendations to the chief executives’ committee 
for approval at the ICC’s annual meeting in June.

One idea is to scrap the toss entirely, giving the 
visiting team the option of batting or fielding first.

Another possibility is copying the system used in 
the English County Championship, in which the 
away side is asked whether they wish to bowl first 
or opt for a traditional toss.

There is a suspicion that cricket boards are 
preparing pitches to suit home teams, which places 
ever greater importance on the outcome of the toss.

The Telegraph said home advantage is a growing 
problem, but added that the main reason was that 
teams have little time to prepare.

TURIN (Dispatches) - 
Italy great Gianluigi 

Buffon will take his final 
bow in goal for Juventus 
on Saturday (today) at the 
end of a 17-year stint with 
the Serie A champions.

The 40-year-old’s 640th 
Serie A game will be against 
Verona in the Allianz 
Stadium before he steps aside 
to consider the next move in 
his already storied career.

“Saturday will be my final match for Juventus and 
to end this journey with two cups... and the entire 
Bianconeri world by my side, will be very special,” 
said the former Italian international.

Buffon captained Juventus to a seventh straight 
Serie A title and fourth consecutive Italian Cup 
triumph this season.

“Gigi has been with us all the way on this long and 
eventful rollercoaster ride of a journey,” said club 
president Andrea Agnelli.

“When we descended into Hell in 2006 
 (demoted to Serie B after a match-fixing scandal), he 
stayed with us and played his part in our return to Paradise.

“We will be forever grateful for his loyalty.”

LONDON (Dispatches) - 
Manchester City manager 

Pep Guardiola signed a 
contract extension with the 
Premier League champions 
on Thursday that will keep 
him in the job until 2021.

Spaniard Guardiola 
joined City in 2016 on a 
three-year contract and led 
them to the Premier League 
title this year, 19 points 
ahead of second-placed 
Manchester United.

City became the first top-flight club to collect 100 
points in a season and broke records for goals 
scored in a Premier League campaign (106), the 
most victories and best goal difference. “We are 
delighted to announce the extension of Pep’s 
contract through to 2021,” club chairman Khaldoon 
Al Mubarak said in a statement on City’s website.

“In his two seasons with us, he has fostered an 
incredible spirit within the squad and significantly 
contributed to our progress both on and off the field. 
In doing so he has embodied the passion and 
commitment we all have for the club.”

LONDON (Dispatches) - Halo-mounted wing 
mirrors will remain legal in Formula One but 

Ferrari must change the fixings used in Spain last 
weekend before next week’s Monaco Grand Prix, the 
governing FIA said on Thursday.

The International Automobile Federation posted a 
clarification to teams saying they could legitimately 
design mirrors to minimize any negative aerodynamic 
effects but benefits should be minimal.

In the interests of better visibility, teams were told last 
month they could fix mirrors to the halo head protection 
device that encircles the cockpit and that became 
mandatory this season.

Ferrari’s solution pushed the boundaries, with winglets above the mirrors that were fixed to the halo, and raised 
suspicions they were designed to produce an aerodynamic advantage.

The FIA said all mountings must “provide a meaningful structural contribution to the mounting system.
“If you use more than one mounting you may be asked to satisfy us, by way of a physical test,  

to demonstrate this.”
The governing body suggested discussing any new design with the FIA before it was introduced at a race  

“to avoid wasting resource, time or money.
“The FIA expect to have full compliance with the present technical directive by the next race,” it added.

L ISBON (Dispatches) - Forwards Eder and Nani 
were surprise absentees from Portugal’s World 

Cup squad with national team coach Fernando 
Santos opting instead for the youth of Andre Silva 
and Goncalo Guedes to play alongside superstar 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Also missing from the 23-man squad was Andre 
Gomes who, like Eder and Nani, played at the 2016 
European championships won by the Portuguese.

Injured Porto midfielder Danilo Pereira was also 
missing from the line-up.

Eder scored the extra-time winning goal in the Euro 
2016 final against France but he was desperately out of 
form for Lokomotiv Moscow this season, scoring just four goals as his club side claimed the Russian Premier 
League title.

Nani, 31 and his country’s third most-capped player behind Ronaldo and Luis Figo with 112 appearances, has 
played just 24 matches all season with Lazio.

Winger Guedes, 21, has impressed on loan at Valencia from Paris Saint-Germain this season, having struggled in 
France last term.

Andre Silva scored eight goals in 14 games during AC Milan’s Europa League campaign, which proved enough 
to see him called up despite only starting seven Serie A matches.
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Neuer in Bayern’s 
Cup Final Squad

BERLIN (Dispatches) - Manuel Neuer’s World Cup hopes 
received a boost on Friday when Bayern Munich 

announced he is in their squad for the German Cup final after 
eight months on the sidelines. The 32-year-old Germany 
captain and goalkeeper has not played since fracturing his 
foot last September, but has made the squad for Saturday’s 
final against Eintracht Frankfurt.Neuer is expected to start on 
the bench at Berlin’s Olympic Stadium with Sven Ulreich in 
goal for Bayern. Bayern captain Thomas Mueller has 
recovered from gastroenteritis to make the flight to Berlin, 
but Arjen Robben is out with a groin strain.

Payet Left Out of  
France World Cup Squad
PARIS 9Dispatches) - Marseille star Dimitri Payet was left 

out of France’s World Cup squad announced by coach 
Didier Deschamps on Thursday, completing a miserable 24 
hours for the playmaker.

The former West Ham United player was forced off with a 
hamstring injury in the first half of Marseille’s Europa 
League final defeat against Atletico Madrid on Wednesday, 
and that fitness doubt persuaded Deschamps to leave him out 
of the squad of 23.
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ROME (Dispatches) - Rafael Nadal brushed aside 
Canadian teenager Denis Shapovalov with a 6-4, 

6-1 victory at the Italian Open as Novak Djokovic 
showed he is on the comeback trail by reaching his 
first quarter-final of 2018 on Thursday.

The 31-year-old Nadal will face Italian Fabio 
Fognini in the last eight as he looks to retake the 
world number one ranking from Roger Federer by 
winning an eighth Rome title this week.

Nadal has already won his 11th titles in Monte Carlo 
and Barcelona during the current clay-court season, 
but has lost in the quarter-finals in each of the last 
three years in Italy. He was far too strong for 
Shapovalov, taking the opening set with a break in the 
seventh game before racing through the second to 
gain a measure of revenge for his shock defeat by the 
19-year-old in Montreal last year.

Top seed Nadal recorded his 20th clay-court win of the 
year while Shapovalov will at least have the consolation 
of becoming the Canadian number one on Monday.

The Spaniard will next take on Fognini, a player he 
holds a 10-3 record against including five straight 
wins in their most recent matches.

Fognini got past Germany’s Peter Gojowczyk 6-4, 6-4.
Meanwhile, Djokovic moved into his first quarter-

final since Wimbledon last July when he defeated 
Spain’s Albert Ramos-Vinolas 6-1, 7-5.

The four-time Rome champion is making his way back 
this year after a six-month injury absence before the 
Australian Open, which was followed by elbow surgery.

The 30-year-old set up a clash with Japan’s  
Kei Nishikori for a semi-final berth.

Germany’s Alexander Zverev, who beat Djokovic in 
last year’s final, kept his title defence on track but needed 
eight match points to see off Briton Kyle Edmund 7-5, 
7-6 (13/11). For Zverev it was an 11th consecutive win 
after back-to-back title runs at Munich and Madrid.

The 21-year-old will play Belgian David Goffin who 
advanced when Argentine fifth seed Juan Martin del 
Potro retired while trailing 6-2, 4-5 with a groin injury.

In the women’s tournament, Simona Halep boosted 
her bid to retain the world number one ranking as the 
top seed advanced to the quarter-finals after American 
Madison Keys withdrew injured with a painful rib.

The Romanian, a finalist in Rome last year, is on her 
way to holding on to top spot as she next plays 
France’s Caroline Garcia who dumped out US Open 
champion Sloane Stephens 6-1, 7-6 (9/7).

Halep needed to reach at least the last eight and go 
further than world number two Caroline Wozniacki to 
retain the top-ranking going into the French Open.

Three-time winner Maria Sharapova ousted Daria 
Gavrilova 6-3, 6-4 and will play fifth seed and French 
Open champion Jelena Ostapenko who saw off 
Britain’s Johanna Konta 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Venus Williams fell to her second defeat in a week 
to Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit, losing in the third-round 
match in straight sets. The 22-year-old Kontaveit won 
through 6-2, 7-6 (7/3) against the 37-year-old 
American who was seeded eighth in a tournament she 
won nearly two decades ago in 1999.

Kontaveit, who also beat Williams last week in Madrid, 
next plays either second seed Wozniacki or Latvia’s 
Anastasija Sevastova for a place in the semi-finals.

Nadal Eases  
Past Shapovalov
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