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TEHRAN - A flaw in Cisco switches has allowed hackers to target critical infrastructure in many countries with 
cyberattacks including Iran.

Reports say that important Iranian services and websites have become out of reach due to a problem in the 
datacenters of major internet service providers Afranet, Shatel, Sabanet, etc.

According to a security report from the Cisco Talos team as many as 168,000 systems in the world may be 
affected by the flaw.
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Iran Databases  
Attacked by Hackers

NEW DELHI (Dispatches) - India, Iran and Russia 
have resumed talks on activating the International 
North South Transport Corridor which will cut 
freight time to Europe by half and bring down the 
cost for the benefit of east and southeast Asian 
exporters. India, Iran and Russia are leading in 
activating the International North South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC) route since 2000, through existing 
road-route and with the development of some railway 
gaps in between the 7,200-km long multi-mode 
network of ship, rail and road.

MOSCOW (Xinhua) - Russia is examining the 
possibility of settlements in national currencies for 
oil supplies, Russian Energy Minister Alexander 
Novak said.

“There is a common understanding that we need 
to move towards the use of national currencies in 
the settlements,” TASS news agency quoted 
Novak as saying.

“This applies to Turkey and Iran,” he added, 
without disclosing when such sett lements  
could begin.Generally, oil is priced and traded in 
U.S. dollars.
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Russia’s Largest Oil Producer 

Rosneft Is Interested in Oil and Gas 

Projects in Iran’s Zagros Province, 

After Signing a Deal Last Year to 

Do Business in the Country

Iran’s Exports to the U.S. Witnessed 
A Significant Fall in 2018, Meanwhile 
The U.S. Increased Its Exports to the 
Islamic Republic by Over 67% as the 

Trade Turnover Stood at $27.5m
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Zarif Due in Africa, South America

Advanced Sports  
Medicine Clinic Soon

FARS* - Vice-President and Sport Minister 
Massoud Soltanifar announced a plan to build and 
launch the country’s most advanced sports medicine 
clinic in the near future.

“The best equipped and highly specialized clinic 
will be launched by means of the existing resources 
to be used by Iran’s sport society by the end of the 
next Iranian year (which starts on March 21, 2019) 
at the latest,” Soltanifar said on Saturday.

Iran has taken long strides in development of its 
medical centers and new technologies.

Over 22 Tons of  
Narcotics Seized

FARS* - The drug combat squads of Iran’s Law 
Enforcement Police have seized more than 22 tons 
of illicit drugs in different parts of the country since 
the start of Spring, an official announced.

“A sum of 22.525 tons of narcotics and 
hallucinating drugs have been discovered in the 
country in the first half of the month of Farvardin 
(March 21-April 4) which shows 40% increase 
compared with the same period last year that was 
16.161 tons,” Deputy Head of Iran’s Anti-Drug 
Headquarters Asadollah Hadinejad said.

He added that the seized narcotics included 
16,940kg of opium, 3,475kg of hashish, 774kg 
heroin, 814kg morphine, 58kg methamphetamine, 
31,560 hallucinating tablets and other types of 
illicit drugs and precursors.

Pakistan and Afghanistan are two origins of 
producing and trafficking of various types of 
narcotic in the region.

Meeting on Blocking Telegram

ICANA* -  A senior Iranian MP says the 
Parliament’s Economic and National Security 
Commissions are to hold a joint meeting to discuss 
the filtering of the popular messaging app Telegram.

Rahim Zare, the spokesman for the Parliament’s 
Economic Commission, said the lawmakers will 
weigh up the pros and cons of Telegram, particularly 
its threats to the Iranian economy and the economic 
opportunities it offers to the nation.

The meeting, which is to be held on Monday, will 
also debate concerns about the security of personal 
information of users of domestic messaging 
services, Zare said. The meeting will be attended by 
Minister of Communications and Information 
Technology Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi and 
Secretary of Supreme Council of Cyberspace 
Abolhasan Firouzabadi, the spokesman said.

Gas Output Rises 21%

MEHR* -  Manager of 9th refinery of South Pars Gas 
Field Seyed Mohammad Mehdi Hashemi said that gas 
production volume in this refinery (phase 12 of South Pars) 
increased 21 percent in the second half of the last year 
(from Sept. 22, 2017 to March 20, 2018) as compared to 
the first half of the same period.

Widespread and extensive efforts have been made 
in line with the development of producing and 
processing gas volume in South Pars Gas Field, he 
said, adding, “currently, we are witnessing salient 
achievements taken in this respect.”

He pointed to the production of 11 percent gas 
volume of country in the 9th refinery of South Pars 
Gas Field as the largest gas refinery in the Middle 
East and said, “statistics show that this significant 
refinery produces more than 16 percent of gas 
volume in South Pars Gas Field.”

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Over 50 percent of investment in 
Iran’s capital market belongs to Germany, according to 
a senior Iranian bourse official.

Bahador Bijani, the deputy head of Securities and 
Exchange Organization (SEO), said on Saturday that 
Iran continues to keep in contact with Germany’s 
Federal Financial Supervisory Authority (BaFin) so as 
to preserve the trust of German investors in the Iranian 
capital market.

One of SEO’s main activities last year was 
devising a plan for internationalizing the country’s 

capital market, Bijani said.
Referring to ‘successful connections’ with BaFin, 

Bijani said that SEO have also developed very good 
relations with supervisory authorities of Hong Kong, 
Oman and Greece bourses.

One of the main effects of internationalization of 
capital market is increasing the standards of 
domestic markets, he said, adding that the volume of 
foreign investment does not match the dignity of 
Iran’s capital market.

The official said that after the implementation of Iran 
nuclear deal (known as JCPOA) in January 2016, the 
presence of foreign investors in Iran’s capital market 
has more than tripled.

Germany’s Share in Iran Foreign Investment Above 50%

In a Saturday meeting in Tehran, Zarif and Arreaza discussed the conditions of 
the global oil market and latest Latin America and Middle East developments 
of mutual concern.

The two top diplomats also discussed the U.S. interventions in the affairs of 
independent countries, particularly Venezuela.

Venezuela has been Iran’s top Latin America friend in recent years, mainly due to 
the fact they share opposition to the U.S. hegemony across the globe and both are 
targets of strict U.S. sanctions.

Caracas’ relations with Washington, which have been contentious in the last  

20 years, have become increasingly cold in recent months.
Venezuela accuses Washington of fomenting violence and fueling an economic 

crisis in the country to weaken the rule of the anti-U.S. establishment.

TEHRAN (FNA) - Deputy Executive Director of Iran Power Generation, Distribution and Transmission Company Davoud 
Manzour stressed the need for paving the ground for exporting the country’s electricity to Afghanistan and Pakistan.

“Given the fact that the neighboring countries, especially Afghanistan and Pakistan, need electricity, necessary 
measures should be adopted to link Iran’s power grid to them,” Manzour said on Saturday.

He noted that at present Iran is exporting 1,400MW of electricity to Iraq, adding that the country is expected to 
turn into a regional hub in power generation and supply.

In relevant remarks in January, Iranian Deputy Energy Minister Alireza Daemi said that Iran is mulling plans to 
boost power exchanges with the regional states, specially neighbors.

TEHRAN (MNA) – The commander of Iran’s Army 
Ground Forces said Sat. that equipping rapid reaction 
forces as well as increasing the social status of the Army 
ground forces are top priorities for the Army this year.

Brigadier General Kioumars Heidari made the 
remarks in a ceremony, attended by the Army 
commanders and deputy commanders as well as 
military personnel of the Army today in Tehran, to 
celebrate the arrival of the new Iranian year.

The Army Ground Forces commander touched upon the 
Army’s priorities for the new year saying that equipping the 
rapid reaction brigades and equipment renewal are among 
top priorities for the Army’s ground forces this year.

Referring to the increasing the social status of the 
ground forces as another priority for the Iranian Army, 
Brigadier General Heidari said “we have to use all our 
capacities to meet the demands of forces and their 
families in line with the guidelines of the Leader.

At the end of his remarks, Army Ground Forces 
commander concluded that the forces under his 
command will not buy any foreign products as the year 
is named ‘Support for Iranian Products’ by the Leader.

TEHRAN (IFP) - Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif will attend a meeting of the New York-based 
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) in coming weeks 
to talk about the future of the Iran nuclear deal as well 
as the relations between Tehran and Washington.

Zarif is going to discuss U.S.-Iran relations, regional 
politics in the Middle East, and the future of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action.

The session, which will be chaired by Stephen J. Hadley, 
is due to be held on April 23 at 6:00 pm EDT.

U.S. President Donald Trump has been a vociferous 
critic of the nuclear accord signed between Tehran and 
six world powers in 2015. He has called the JCPOA the 
“worst deal ever” and even threatened to tear it up.

TEHRAN (IFP) -   A senior Iranian commander says the Islamic Republic is observing all movements and is ready 
for any defensive and aggressive reaction while it also seeks to manage accidents and prevent more conflicts in the 
region, particularly the Persian Gulf.

Major General Gholam-Ali Rashid, the Commander of IRGC’s Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters, has 
highlighted the special position of the Persian Gulf region and the Oman Sea in the defence policy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.

“Given such a significant position, while incidents and developments should be monitored and managed 
altogether, we should also be ready to deal with unpredictable events and their impact on the spread of 
confrontations,” he added.

Speaking on the sidelines of his visit to Makran coasts in south-eastern Iran, he further stressed that Iran’s policy 
in the Persian Gulf and Oman Sea is “defensive-deterrent” through “immersive and active presence.”

“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s policy in the Persian Gulf region is governed by three main principles: active 
engagement with neighbors, defending the security and stability of the region, and a firm response to the intrusion 
of trans-regional powers in the region,” noted Rashid.

The top general also emphasized that the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran will defend their interests 
in the region with authority and will deal with all the provocative and destabilizing behaviors in the region with 
determination and vigilance.

Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters is the unified combatant command headquarters of Iranian Armed 
Forces, under direct command of its General Staff. The strategic headquarters is tasked with planning and 
coordinating joint military operations within the Iranian forces.

Transmission of Electricity to Afghanistan, Pakistan

Army to Further Equip Rapid Reaction Forces

Zarif to Discuss Future of  
JCPOA in New York

Iran Ready to React to Any Aggression in Persian Gu lf

Websites Review

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, heading a 
high-profile politico-economic delegation, is scheduled to visit some African 
and South American countries today, Foreign Ministry spokesman said.

Zarif is supposed to hold talks with political, economic and parliamentary 
officials of Senegal, Brazil, Uruguay and Namibia, Bahram Qasemi said. 
Iranian FM is also to attend bilateral economic meetings in these countries 
and to deliver speech at research centers, he added.

Zarif, Venezuelan Counterpart 
Discuss Closer Economic Ties
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TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and his 
Venezuelan counterpart Jorge Arreaza have exchanged views on ways 
to improve economic collaboration between Tehran and Caracas.

Small Scale 
Industrial Units 

Export $2.3b

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Deputy Head of Iran 
Small Industries and Industrial Parks Organization 
(ISIPO) for planning affairs Farshad Moqimi 
announced on Saturday that small and medium 
scale units of ISIPO have exported 2.3 billion 
dollars last year (Iranian calendar of 1396).

He said 2,575 industrial units employing 39,622 persons 
were put into operation.

Also, in the year 1396 the number of  
1462 inactive industrial units employing of  
24,406 persons were re-commissioned.

Concerning created jobs through occupational 
programs of the ISIPO in year 1396, Moqimi said 
the number hit 98,562 persons, adding that 
preparing 21 Feasibility Studies to absorb foreign 
investment and absorbing 19 investment projects 
hitting137 million dollars in industrial parks and 
regions were among the most important actions of 
the ISIPO.

He said that digitalizing services and execution of 
GIS development plan at the level of industrial 
parks and issuing 298 letters of guarantee worth 
2,072 billion rials by Small Industries Investment 
Guarantee Fund were among software, supportive 
and development acts of the ISIPO in the past year.

There are 85,000 productive units in the country, 
around 1,700 units of which are big industrial units 
and the rest are small- and medium- scale units.

Around 41,000 units are located in the industrial 
parks, 65 percent of which are relatively active.
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BAKU (IRNA) - Political, ideological and cultural impatience is the source of regional and international conflicts, 
the Head of Non-Aligned Movement Center for Human Rights and Cultural Diversity said.

These conflicts will result in hatred, terrorism and economic and social regression, Mohammad Hassani said Friday 
addressing a NAM ministerial meeting in Baku. Security and sustainable development are interconnected circles that 
will emerge in an international context based on respect for the cultural rights and sovereignty of countries, he said.

He also pointed to the meaningful relations between sustainable development and national as well as international security.
Hassani also underlined the importance of protecting the realm of national cultures against efforts made by some 

countries to promote a climate of international cultural unilateralism. The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Mid-Term 
Ministerial Conference, titled “Promoting international peace and security for sustainable development” kicked off in 
Baku on April 5 with the participation of Iranian Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammad Javad Zarif.

Political, Ideological Impatience, Source of Int’l Conflicts
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“Iran and Turkey, as two big states in economy which are ranked under 20 in GDP in 
the world, as Iran is ranked 18th and Turkey is ranked 13th, enjoy huge capacities for 
joint cooperation,” said Seyed Mortazavi.

The Iranian official made the remarks on the sideline of the signing ceremony of a 
food agreement between Iran and Turkey at the venue of Iran’s Chamber of 
Commerce in Tehran. Poyraz, the Head of the Turkish Central Union of Agricultural 
Credit Cooperatives, represented his country at the event.

“Meanwhile, the huge potentials of the two countries should be tapped and, as food 
industries are of prime importance and significance for both Iran and Turkey, signing 

the agreement can lead to further development of cooperation between the two 
countries’” added Mortazavi.

Poyraz, in this meeting, for his part, hailed the neighborhood of Iran and Turkey as 
a positive point contributing to political strength of the two countries.

“Also, the two sides are among the effective and bold countries in the geography of 
the Islamic world,” he highlighted.

“Signing this food agreement in areas of food and agriculture can make Turkey and 
Iran as complementary states compensating for the shortcomings of each other,” 
Poyraz said.

He added that the agreement can be a prelude for long term co-operations 
between both states.

Iran Commodity Market Sees Huge Growth

PRAYER TIME
Noon (Zohr)                            13:06
Evening (Maghreb)            19:49
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr)      05:12
Tomorrow’s Sunrise              06:39

10. But he who is given his Record behind his back,-

11. Soon will he cry for perdition,

12. And he will enter a Blazing Fire.                       Surah 84. The Sundering, Splitting Open ( 10 - 12 )

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Germany-based 
Europaeisch-Iranische Handelsbank 
AG (EIH) has agreed to allocate 30 
million euros in refinance to Export 
Development Bank of Iran, the 
head of international affairs 
department at Exports Development 
Bank of Iran, Hamdireza Maboudi 
said yesterday in Tehran.

Maboudi said that refinance will be used for imports 
of goods and services, adding that customers of the 
bank can apply for using the refinance credit line.

He reiterated that the period for payment of the loan 
is six months for essential goods and medical 
equipment, and it will be one year for other raw 
materials with 4.75 percent interest including 2 percent 
interest for banking facilities.

Maboudi noted that the facilities are only allocated 
for purchasing goods from European countries either 
Germany or other European states.

German EIH Bank to 
Allocate 30m Euros to EDBI

Tehran, Ankara Ink Deal 
On Food Industries
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TEHRAN – Seyed Mohammad Reza Mortazavi, the President of the 
Confederation of Iranian Food Industry Associations and Fahrettin 
Poyraz, the Head of the Turkish Central Union of Agricultural Credit 
Cooperatives signed a food agreement here yesterday.
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TEHRAN – The CEO of 
Bank Melli Iran says that 
the policies of the bank for 
the new year is to support 
domestic productions.

During his new year meeting 
with the high-ranking officials 
of the bank, Dr. Mohammad 
Reza Hosseinzadeh pointed to recent remarks of the Supreme 
Leader on support of domestic productions and called for 
more attention on the issue, reiterating that banking system 
especially BMI’s role in boosting production and occupation 
is very crucial.

He added that Bank Melli has succeeded in winning the 
trust of people for its performance. He went on to say that 
the bank ranked first last year for granting loans and 
facilities for its clients especially loans for marriages.

He also praised the infrastructure and e-banking 
services of the bank, noting that more than 60m daily 
transactions were registered during the last days of last 
year and it is an indication to the mighty experts and 
technical team of BMI.

Hosseizadeh also pointed to some successful services of 
the bank like Bank Officer, Coin Card and tourist card.

He also emphasized fight with money laundering 
and termed it a  crucial step for Iran’s national 
banking system.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME) experienced growth of 44 percent in the value of trades over the last 
calendar year which ended on March 20.

Traders at the IME saw trading worth of 1.17 quadrillion rials (about $26.5 billion) of commodities and shares 
over the last year.

In the meantime, about 26.6 billion tons of commodities valued at 498 trillion rials ($11.3 million) were traded at 
the spot market of the IME, indicating a surge of five percent in volume terms and 34 percent in value terms.

The agriculture commodity trading floor of IME witnessed trading 2.9 million tons of commodities worth of  
33 trillion rials ($752 million). The oil and petrochemical trading floor also saw trading 10.8 billion tons of 
commodities worth of  104 trillion rials ($2.3 billion) in the mentioned period.

Meanwhile, 8.7 billion tons of products worth of 204 trillion rials ($4.6 billion) were traded at the mineral and 
industrial trading floor.

The side market hosted trading over 8.7 billion tons of commodities worth of 4.3 trillion rials ($99.4 million).

TEHRAN (MNA) – The 10-percent growth in Iran and 
Singapore trade ties during March 21-November 21, 
2017 shows that both governments are concentrated on 
expanding trade and economic relations.

In this period, trade between the two countries 
reached $487 million. This is evidently to restore 
bilateral trade relations to the level prior to the 
intensification of cruel Western sanctions on Iran.

Increasing the capacities for economic cooperation as 
well as making joint investments were among the 
targets of officials of Iran and Singapore to expand 
trade relations by removing the obstacles.

“We are attempting to work out an effective solution 
to establish banking relations between the two 
countries,” said the head of Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture, Gholamhossein 
Shafe’i earlier, in a meeting with Singapore’s  

non-resident ambassador to Tehran, Ong Keng Yong.
Prior to the tightening of sanctions, Singapore 

cooperated with Iran in the oil and energy sectors as well 
as providing techno-engineering services. At present, the 
country seeks an active presence in the Iranian market 
given the new atmosphere in the Middle Eastern state 
and its foreign relations in the post-JCPOA era.

Efforts by Iran and Singapore aimed at expansion 
of economic cooperation in the post-sanctions era 
are expected to result in greater participation of the 
latter’s investment companies in projects of the 
former’s renewable energies sector as well as 
closer collaborations between the two states and 
increased joint activities in the fields of oil and gas 
production, information technology as well as 
development of port and ship building industries, 
he concluded.

Iran, Singapore Poised to Broaden Trade Ties

BMI Policies Focused on 
Supporting Domestic Productions

KSC Sets Record for Steel 
Production Exports

Supporting Domestic Production Only Possible With All-Out Cooperation

Iran Attends Automechanika 2018 Fair in Istanbul
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TEHRAN – Khouzestan Steel 
Company set a new record for 
the country for exporting steel 
production last year.

The CEO of Khouzestan Steel 
Company Mr. Mohammad 
Keshani in a video message 
on the occasion of new year 
praised the performance of 
the company last year and reiterated it was due to sincere 
efforts of the staff.

He said that the company produced 3.766m tons of 
raw steel and exported 73 percent of its products to the 
international markets which set a new record for 
exports and it was a new achievement for the national 
steel industry.

Keshani added that taking a wise and export-oriented 
policy led to a huge success last year. 

He went on to say that the KSC retained the trend of 
production and occupation and set historic record for 
providing raw material.

According to reports, 73 percent of steel production 
of the company was exported to 17 countries last year. 
The volume of exported steel production was around 
2.76m tons.

KSC has turned into an international brand in  
recent years by boosting the quality of its products.
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TEHRAN – The CEO of Isfahan Chamber of Commerce 
believes support of domestic productions will be 
materialized if all producers, government and people 
cooperate together.

Seyed Andolwahab Sahlabadi pointed to the naming 
the new year “Year of Supporting Domestic Productions” 
by Supreme Leader, adding that today and in the 
economic war, this is the producers who play a 
significant role.

He expressed hope that people together with officials 
would win in the economic war. He admitted that all 

targets set for the resilient economy were not 
materialized last year due to some conditions, adding 
that if consuming domestic productions is to become a 
culture in the country, good quality goods should be 
produced to encourage people to turn their back to 
foreign ones.

Sahlabadi pointed to the role of distribution network, 
IRIB, Friday Prayers Leaders, artists and sport stars 
which can play impressive role in encouraging people 
to buy domestic-made products.

Sahlabadi also said that all banking dues should be frozen 
for now and the system of taxation should be corrected to 
save the production units for producing goods.

TEHRAN (ISNA) – Iranian automakers are participating in an international automobile fair in Istanbul, Turkey.
The Automechanika 2018 fair in Istanbul kicked off on April 5 and will end today.
This fair was held with attending of spare parts producers from some 46 countries and five active groups of 

SAIPA automaker in this area.
According to presence of European and international companies in the fair which are active in spare parts 

production, this event can create a wide groundwork for cooperation between SAIPA automaker and international 
spare parts companies.

TEHRAN (MNA) – Turkmenistan energy 
minister assured that problem facing second line 
of power transmission between the two countries 
of Iran and Turkmenistan will be resolved in the 
shortest time possible.

In a joint meeting with Turkmenistan Energy 
Minister Charimirat Purchekov, Iranian Minister of 
Energy Reza Ardakanian, who has travelled to 
Turkmenistan capital Ashgabat in order to follow up 
relevant agreements made between the presidents of 
the two countries in the energy field, emphasized 
that issues related to the water and energy sectors 
have been the common topics of the two sides in the 
course of visit of Iranian president to Turkmenistan.

The energy exchange between the two countries 
will reach 850 megawatts, he observed.

The minister also added that the third-line 
electricity transmission project from Iran, which 
has been implemented from Mashhad to Sarakhs 
but which has not yet been implemented from 
Turkmenistan from Sarakhs to Marv, has been 
implemented as soon as possible.

During the talks, it was decided to re-energize the 
second line of electricity transmission from 
Turkmenistan to Iran, which, unfortunately, has 
occurred in the last 6 months without electricity.

He said the Turkmen delegation will come to Iran to 
start talks on the implementation of the 500 kV line 
project next week.

Ardakanian emphasized that by implementing this 
line, the capacity of the energy exchange between 
the two countries will reach 850 megawatts, said: 
“Besides, we will use Turkmenistan’s electricity 
production at needed times, as well as the 
 possibility of exporting electricity from 
Turkmenistan to third countries, implementation of 
this We provide the project.

Energy Minister Ardekanian went on to say that 
the second power transmission line from 
Turkmenistan to Iran will come back on stream 
after six months of having been out of service.

Ardakanian, who traveled to Turkmenistan as 
part of a delegation accompanying President 
Rouhani, said that “following the negotiations held 
during today’s meeting, it was decided that the 
second power transmission line from Turkmenistan 
to Iran, which has been unfortunately without 
power for the last six months, to come back on 

stream in the coming days.”

Tehran to Resume 
Export of Electricity  

To Ashgabat
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GAZA (Dispatches) - A Palestinian journalist shot by Israeli forces 
during clashes along the Gaza border has died, the health ministry in the 
Strip said Saturday.

Yasser Murtaja, a photographer with the Gaza-based Ain Media 
agency, was hit during clashes Friday, the ministry said.

An AFP photograph taken after he was wounded showed Murtaja 
wearing a press vest as he received treatment.

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The White House said Friday that President 

Donald Trump would host the United Arab Emirates’ Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahayan, but did not specify a date.

The news comes after Washington said Trump would host Qatar’s Emir 

Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on April 10 in an effort to end a diplomatic 

spat that has riven America’s Persian Gulf allies.

Palestinian Journalist Killed 
By Israeli Troops 

Trump to Host UAE 
Crown Prince

KABUL (Reuters) - Afghanistan forces killed an 
important Islamic State (IS) commander in an air 
strike, one year after he defected from the Taliban 
and established a new IS foothold in the country, 
security officials said.

Qari Hekmat was killed in a drone strike on 
Thursday afternoon in the Darz Aab district of 
Afghanistan’s northern Jawzjan province, said 
Hanif Rezaee, spokesman for the Afghan National 
Army Air Corps.

He said Mawlavi  Habib Ur Rahman  
has been appointed as his IS successor in the  
north of the country.

The militant group, also known as Daesh, established 
a new foothold in the province last year when Hekmat 
defected from the Taliban, attracting the attention of 
U.S. forces.

IS claimed responsibility for suicide bombs last 
month near Shi’ite mosques in Herat and Kabul. 
Both the Western-backed government in Kabul and 
the main Islamist militant group, the Taliban,  
fight Islamic State.

The militant group first appeared in Afghanistan three 
years ago. As well as its main stronghold in the eastern 
province of Nangarhar, on the border with Pakistan, its 
fighters have been active in northern Afghanistan.

While sectarian violence in mainly Sunni Muslim 
Afghanistan was previously rare, a series of attacks 
over recent years, many claimed by IS, have killed 
hundreds of Shi’ites.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - The U.S. states of 
Texas and Arizona on Friday announced plans to send 
National Guard troops to the southern border with 
Mexico after President Donald Trump ordered a 
thousands-strong deployment to combat drug 
trafficking and illegal immigration.

The Texas National Guard said it would send 250 
troops to the border within 72 hours and had already 
deployed two Lakota helicopters, while Arizona’s 
governor said he would send 150 personnel next week.

“The Texas national guard is preparing to immediately 
deploy with supporting aircraft, vehicles and equipment 
to the Texas-Mexico border,” Brigadier General Tracy 
Norris, the commanding general of the Texas National 
Guard, told reporters at a briefing.

“This deployment has begun with the movement of 
equipment and troops today. Within 72 hours the Texas 
military department will have 250 personnel along with 
ground surveillance vehicles as well as light and 
medium aviation platforms,” she added.

GENEVA (Reuters) - More than 800 Venezuelans stream into northern Brazil each day, the United Nations said on 
Friday, citing Brazilian government statistics on people fleeing the worsening crisis in the economically crippled nation.

More than 52,000 Venezuelans have arrived in Brazil since the start of 2017, including an estimated 40,000 living 
in Boa Vista, capital of Roraima state, it said.

About 25,000 of the migrants are asylum seekers while 10,000 have obtained temporary resident visas and the 
rest are seeking to regularize their status, the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

“We are stepping up our response in Brazil as the number of Venezuelan arrivals grows,” UNHCR spokesman 
William Spindler told a news briefing. “According to the government’s latest estimates, more than 800 Venezuelans 
are entering Brazil each day.”

Venezuelans have also fled to Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Panama, Argentina and Peru, while others have sought 
refugee status in the United States, Spain, Mexico and Costa Rica, according to the UNHCR.

President Nicolas Maduro’s government in Caracas is faced with widespread discontent over hyperinflation and shortages 
of food and medicines during a fifth year of recession that he blames on Western hostility and the fall of oil prices.

Venezuelans report they are fleeing insecurity, violence and often a loss of income, Spindler said. Many are in 
desperate need of food, shelter and health care.

UNHCR is working with Brazilian 
authorities to register Venezuelans to ensure 
they have proper documentation that entitles 
them to work and access services, Spindler 
said. Ten shelters have been opened in Boa 
Vista, each with 500 people, but some 
Venezuelans are living on the streets, he 
said. Venezuelans willing to relocate from 
Roraima to other parts of Brazil are being 
flown to Sao Paulo and Cuiaba this week, as 
communities and services in Boa Vista are 
over-stretched, he said.

UNHCR’s $46 million appeal to help 
Venezuelans across the region is only  
4 percent funded, Spindler said, and he 
called for more donations.

KABUL (Reuters) - The leaders of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan promised to work together on regional 
security in a face-to-face meeting on Friday, one day 
after Kabul accused the Pakistani military of carrying 
out a rare air strike on its side of the border.

Afghanistan on Thursday accused Pakistan of 
strikes causing “huge financial damages” in a 
province bordering Pakistan. Pakistan responded that 
its security forces were countering Afghan-based 
militant groups on its own side of the border. The 
row highlighted long-standing mistrust between the 
neighbours that centres on mutual accusations  
that the other country does not adequately prevent 
cross-border militant attacks.

But Friday’s previously scheduled visit by Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi to Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani in Kabul included “cordial and friendly” talks, Abbasi’s 
office said in a statement.

It said the leaders agreed on a common aim of regional security.
Ghani, in a statement, said he raised the issue of border violations with Abbasi and 

stressed that the situation was not helpful to either side.
A day earlier, Afghanistan alleged that Pakistan jets had 

dropped four bombs in the Afghan border province of Kunar, 
and warned that such strikes could damage relations.

Such an incident is a rare departure from the norm of 
cross-border shelling, said Thomas Ruttig, co-director 
of Afghanistan Analysts Network. But Ruttig said it did 
not appear to damage relations greatly, since Ghani did 
not cancel the meeting. The strikes did not cause any 
deaths or injuries, said Faridullah Dehqan, spokesman 
for Kunar police.

Afghanistan’s Western-backed government has long accused 
Pakistan of harbouring Afghan Taliban insurgents, a charge 
that Islamabad denies.

Islamabad, in turn, accuses Afghanistan of not doing 
enough to eradicate Pakistani Taliban militants, many 

of whom are based in Afghanistan and mostly carry out attacks inside Pakistan. 
Reporting by Rod Nickel in Kabul; additional reporting by Hamid Shalizi in 
Kabul, Ahmad Sultan in Jalalabad and Kay Johnson in Islamabad, Editing by 
William Maclean

Afghan, Pakistani Leaders Meet After Air Strike All egation

Over 800 Venezuelans Flee to Brazil Daily 

SAO PAULO (Dispatches) - Ex-president Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva, Brazil’s polarizing election frontrunner 
and leftist icon, was negotiating his surrender after 
dramatically skipping a first deadline Friday to start 
his 12-year prison sentence for corruption.

Holed up with thousands of cheering supporters in 
the metalworkers’ union building in his hometown 
of Sao Bernardo do Campo, near Sao Paulo, the 
72-year-old let the 5:00 pm (2000 GMT) deadline 
pass without public comment.

This raised the temperature in the standoff between 
the leftist former two-term president and Judge Sergio 
Moro, who heads the mammoth “Car Wash” anti-
graft probe and who ordered Lula’s imprisonment.

Given that Lula was effectively surrounded by a 
human shield, it was clear that a forcible arrest 
attempt would trigger violence.

But authorities took pains to reduce tensions, downplaying 
Lula’s defiance and stressing that he was not considered a 
fugitive -- something that would trigger a preventative 
arrest warrant. “Lula did not comply with a judicial order,” 
a spokesman for Moro told AFP, “but everyone knows 
where he is. He’s not hiding or on the run.”

Politicians from Lula’s Workers Party said he would 
remain in Sao Bernardo do Campo overnight and that 
his lawyers were in close negotiations with police 
over the time and place of the arrest.

“There is a discussion between police and the 
ex-president’s lawyers and the party is following this. 
The idea is to avoid the judge ordering preventative 
arrest, which would aggravate the situation,” said 
Congressman Carlos Zarattini.

“Nothing is over yet.”
Senator Gleisi Hoffmann tweeted that a Catholic Mass 

would take place at the union building early Saturday in 
memory of Lula’s late wife Marisa Leticia, who died last 
year and would now be turning 68.

According to varying Brazilian media reports, Lula 
was considering surrendering after the Mass or 
possibly holding out through the weekend.

Brazil’s Lula Negotiates 
After Arrest Deadline Passes

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - The United States 
struck President Vladimir Putin’s inner circle Friday, 
imposing sanctions on seven of Russia’s most influential 
oligarchs and stoking a diplomatic crisis some have 
dubbed a new Cold War.

Those hit include metals magnate Oleg Deripaska, 
described as operating for the Russian government, as 
well as Alexei Miller, director of state-owned energy 
giant Gazprom. Any assets they hold in areas under 
U.S. jurisdiction could now be frozen.

Also on the list are tycoon Suleiman Kerimov, under 
investigation in France over allegations he brought in 
millions of euros in suitcases full of cash, and Kirill 
Shamalov, a billionaire reported to be Putin’s son-in-law.

Russia’s state arms exporter, a key tool in Putin’s 
efforts to support the modernization of his own military 
by selling advanced hardware around the world, was 
also added to the sanctions list.

In all, President Donald Trump’s administration 
targeted seven oligarchs, 12 companies they own or 
control, 17 senior Russian officials and the state-owned 
arms export company Rosoboronexport.

“The United States is taking these actions in response 
to the totality of the Russian government’s ongoing and 
increasingly brazen pattern of malign activity across the 
world,” a senior administration official told reporters.

“This included their occupation of Crimea, 
instigation of violence in eastern Ukraine, support for 
the Assad regime in Syria... and ongoing malicious 
cyber-activity,” the senior official said.

“But most importantly this is a response to Russia’s 
continued attacks to subvert western democracies.”

Nevertheless, White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Sanders said the new sanctions did not mean that 
Trump’s offer to sit down with Putin in Washington is 
off the table.

“As the president has said, he wants to have a good 

relationship with Russia but that’s going to depend on 
some of the actions by the Russians,” she said.

“However, at the same time, the president is going to 
continue to be tough until we see that change take place. 
And we’re going to continue working forward in what 
we can to have that meeting and have a meeting with 
Vladimir Putin at some point.”

Afghan Air Strike Kills 
Islamic State Commander

Texas, Arizona Announce Troop 
Deployments to Mexico Border

U.S. Imposes Sanctions  
On Putin’s Oligarch Allies
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Trump Says WTO Is Unfair to U.S.Pakistan Economy to Surpass 2017 Growth Rate

TEHRAN (UNIC) – United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres in his message on 
International Day of Reflection on the 1994 
Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda, 7 April 2018, 
expressed his deep concern about the rise of racism, 
hate speech and xenophobia around the world. 

The full text of his message reads:
Twenty-four years ago, more than 800,000 people 

were systematically killed in the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda.  The victims were overwhelmingly Tutsi, 
but also included moderate Hutu, Twa and others.  
Today we remember all those who were murdered 
and reflect on the suffering of the survivors, who 
have shown that reconciliation is possible, even 
after a tragedy of such monumental proportions.

Rwanda has learned from its tragedy; so must the 
international community.  States have a fundamental 
responsibility to protect their populations from 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes 
against humanity.  It is imperative that we unite to 
prevent such atrocities from occurring, and that the 
international community sends a strong message to 
perpetrators that they will be held accountable. 

I am deeply concerned about the rise of racism, 
hate speech and xenophobia around the world.  
These base manifestations of human cruelty provide 
the breeding ground for far more evil acts.  People 
are still being killed, displaced and their human 
rights abused in many parts of the world because of 
their faith or ethnicity.  I am particularly troubled by 
the plight of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.  
Members of this religious and ethnic minority have 
been systematically killed, tortured, raped, burnt 
alive and humiliated, and more than 671,000 have 
fled in search of safety in neighbouring Bangladesh.

This year, we are marking the 70th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and of 
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide.  Today, I call on the UN 
Member States that have not yet joined to become 
parties to the Convention, and I call on all States to 
back their commitments with action.

To save people at risk, we must go beyond words.  
We must nurture the courage to care and the resolve 
to act. Only by meeting these challenges can we 
honour the victims and survivors of genocide and 
ensure that what happened in Rwanda is never 
repeated, anywhere, ever again.

TEHRAN (UNIC) – United Nations Secretary-General 
in his message on World Health Day, 7 April 2018,  
said since the establishment of World Health 
Organization (WHO), average global life expectancy 
has expanded by 23 years, smallpox has disappeared, 
and polio will soon be gone.

The full text of his message reads:
Today, we mark World Health Day – and the 70th 

anniversary of the World Health Organization.
WHO was founded on the principle that, and I quote 

“the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 
health is one of the fundamental rights of every human 
being. “end of quote. Since then, average global life 
expectancy has expanded by 23 years.  Smallpox has 
disappeared, and polio will soon be gone. Millions 
more children live to celebrate their fifth birthdays.

But still, people around the world lack vital health 
services. Today, we join WHO in recommitting to 
ensure that everyone, everywhere, gets the health 
services they need. Thank you.

UN Shows Strong Support for 
Economic Stability in Lebanon

UN Chief Warns of Racism, Hate 
Speech, Xenophobia Around the World

Average Global Life Expectancy 
Has Expanded by 23 Years

NAFTA Talks Making Progress

U.S. Trade Deficit Soars to Near Decade High
WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - The monthly negative balance between American 
exports and imports surged to multi-year highs in February. The trade gap rose  
1.6 percent to $57.6 billion, the U.S. Commerce Department reported.

It is America’s highest monthly trade deficit since 2008, attributed partly to surging 
commodities prices. President Donald Trump’s administration has been seeking to 
eliminate the gap, saying that the United States is being taken advantage of by its 
trading partners. Imports from China dropped 14.7 percent in February.

PARIS (Dispatches) - One month before Lebanon holds its first 
parliamentary elections in nearly a decade, the United Nations 
called for continued international support for Lebanon’s 
political and economic stability, citing it as a bulwark for 
stability in the region.

“Supporting Lebanese unity and stability will support stability 
in the entire region, and it will diminish the threats to peace that 
we are facing today in the world,” said United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) Administrator Achim 
Steiner today in Paris. “But we can only achieve this by 
working together.”

Mr. Steiner was speaking on behalf of the United Nations 
Secretary-General at a global conference hosted by President 
Emmanuel Macron on Lebanon’s economic development called 
the Conférence Economique pour le Développement et les 
Réformes Economiques,  or CEDRE. The conference resulted 
in pledges of $10.2 billion to support Lebanon.

More than 50 delegations, including financial institutions like 
the IMF and the World Bank, participated in the conference. 
Lebanon’s Prime Minister Saad Hariri presented an ambitious 
Capital Investment Plan and a structural reform program to 
support Lebanon’s economic stability with a focus on economic 
growth and job creation. 

“The Capital Investment Plan, along with the economic 
vision of Lebanon, presents an ambitious agenda to put the 
country firmly back on the path of economic growth and 
create employment opportunities – for Lebanese citizens and 
Syrian refugees alike,” Steiner continued.  “The objective of 
today’s conference is part of one of the most remarkable global commitments of 
our time: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Achieving economic 
growth is not an end in itself, but it is part of a broader national vision for the 
sustainable development of Lebanon – its people, institutions and economy.  
A vision, where no one is left behind.”

Lebanon’s hosting of nearly 1.5 million Syrian refugees displaced by the war in 
Syria, has put strain on basic services in the areas where they are being hosted.  The 
international community is supporting basic services like sending children to school 

and accessing health services. At the end of April, the EU and UN will co-chair the 
Brussel II conference to promote regional stability and mobilize support for Syrian 
refugees and Lebanese host communities.

“Today’s conference is taking place at a critical juncture for Lebanon. Exactly one 
month from now, the Lebanese will go to the polls for the first time in nearly a 
decade,” Steiner said. “I encourage the incoming government to sustain this 
momentum of reform and progress that brought us together today and to make today’s 
plans an integral part of the key priorities that will guide its work.”

KARACHI (Dispatches) - Pakistan’s economy is set to surpass last year’s growth rate, with continued strong 
performances by agriculture and services, and a four-year record high large-scale manufacturing growth during 
the first half of FY18. Inflation and the fiscal deficit were both contained, whereas revenue growth has 
outpaced last year’s level.

According to State Bank of Pakistan’s report says that the increased consumer spending has led to a strong growth 
in durables such as automobile and electronics, while the ongoing infrastructure and construction activities have 
stimulated the allied sectors of cement and steel. 
Encouragingly, various industrial players across different 
sectors are investing in capacity expansions and product 
diversification. The private sector also continued its 
borrowing from scheduled banks for long-term projects. 
On the agriculture front, while all major Kharif crops 
performed well, wheat production came under pressure 
due to the lower area under cultivation.

With the adequate inventory of key food items, such as 
wheat, sugar and pulses, prices of these commodities 
remained low, keeping food inflation in check. Favourable 
adjustment in the duty structure of cigarettes led to a 
sharp fall in its price.

WASHINGTON (AFP) – U.S. President Donald Trump teed up a fight with the World Trade Organization Friday, 
claiming the 164-country body was biased against the United States.

A day after China asked the WTO to referee a rapidly 
escalating trade fight with Washington, Trump questioned 
the organization’s impartiality.

“China, which is a great economic power, is considered 
a Developing Nation within the World Trade 
Organization,” he tweeted.

“They therefore get tremendous perks and advantages, 
especially over the U.S. Does anybody think this is fair. 
We were badly represented. The WTO is unfair to U.S.”

Trump has repeatedly expressed skepticism about 
multilateral bodies -- from the WTO to the United 
Nations to NATO -- believing they constrain U.S. power.

“Trump has made clear more than once what he 
thinks of multilateral institutions like the WTO,” 

said Marie Kasperek of the Atlantic Council.
Trump’s critics point out that Washington largely dictated terms inside those organizations, which have promoted 

a move toward more democratic market economies.

OTTAWA (AFP) - Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia 
Freeland said Friday officials were making progress in 
intensive talks to revamp the 24-year-old North 
American Free Trade Agreement with the United States 
and Mexico.

Freeland met over two days in Washington with 
U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, who 
described the talks as “positive,” and Mexican 
Economy Minister Ildefonso Guajardo to try to 
reach an agreement on a new NAFTA.

The discussions have entered “a new, more 
intensive phase of engagement,” Freeland told 
Canadian television.

“The tone is positive. We are making progress. And 
we’re just all very committed to working as hard as we 
can to get a good deal, a win-win-win.”

She said talks would continue and she would stay on 
in Washington “a little while longer.”

“The bottom line is we had two days of intensive and 
constructive and productive work.”

The administration of U.S. President Donald Trump 
is increasing pressure in hopes of quickly reaching a 
deal. Looming on the horizon are July’s presidential 
elections in Mexico and November’s midterm US 
congressional elections.

The sides reportedly are aiming to have a deal in 
principle finished by the time of next week’s Summit of 
the Americas in Peru.

The White House is also contending with deepening 
public fears of an all-out trade war with China, amid 

escalating tariff threats that sent global markets lower 
and Wall Street tumbling two percent Friday, for a loss 
of nearly 10 percent since the peak in late January.

Lighthizer later issued an optimistic statement.
“We had positive meetings this week among 

ministers and staff,” he said. “We are in continuous 
contact during these negotiations, and we will 
continue working to achieve an agreement that 
benefits our three countries.”

Freeland noted there had been progress in recent 
weeks on requirements for U.S. content in autos, which 
she said was one of the most complex issues for all 
three countries. But she declined to provide details on 
any other areas under discussion.

Under the current agreement, 62.5 percent of the 
content of a vehicle must be produced within the 
NAFTA countries to move duty-free across borders.

Washington wants to bump this requirement up to  
85 percent, with 50 percent of US origin -- a proposal 
that Ottawa and Mexico City have both rejected.

Several other stumbling blocks remain to be resolved, 
particularly Washington’s proposals to include a 
“sunset clause” for the agreement and to modify a key 
dispute resolution mechanism.

Mexico, meanwhile, reportedly is holding out against a US 
demand that would require automakers to source auto parts 
from factories that pay workers at least $15 per hour -- in line 
with US and Canadian wages, versus Mexico’s current 
average wage of $3 per hour.

The auto parts sector is concerned that higher wages will 
increase costs throughout the supply chain, leading to 
higher prices for vehicles or a shift in work to lower-wage 
jurisdictions outside of North America.
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Philippine Tourist Island in Chaos as Shutdown Looms
MANILA (AFP) - The Philippine tourism industry scrambled Friday to manage the 
fallout from the temporary shutdown of its world-famous Boracay island, which 
threw into chaos trips planned by hundreds of thousands of tourists.

President Rodrigo Duterte ordered the once-idyllic white-sand resort closed to 
tourists for up to six months from April 26, after describing the country’s top tourist 
attraction as a “cesspool” tainted by raw sewage.

Checkpoints manned by police or soldiers will be set up at piers to turn away visitors.
Hundreds of Boracay hotels, as well as restaurants, tour operators and business 

establishments were on Friday unwinding bookings for rooms, flights, weddings and 
other events and facilities.

“Some people are cursing us... it’s nasty,” Hotel Sales and Marketing Association 
president Christine Ibarreta told AFP.

“I hope (there will be) no mess and no chaos,” she added. “We just want it to be 
orderly.”

Ibarreta said “hundreds of thousands” of bookings made as far as two years in 
advance -- potentially worth millions of dollars for hotels and other tourism services 
-- would have to be either cancelled and refunded, or rebooked.

“Some people are okay but some people cannot understand,” tour operator Clang 
Garcia told AFP, adding clients are typically offered a refund or an alternate 
destination “to save the account”.

Domingo Enerio, the retired former head of the government’s Tourism Promotions 
Board, said some of the cancelled bookings had non-refundable clauses and must be 
renegotiated or credited for future use.

The government plans police, or even military, checkpoints at ports to keep tourists 
away from the tiny central Philippine island that draws two million visitors each year. 
Residents will get passes while Boracay is rehabilitated.

Domestic airlines announced on Thursday they would scale back the number of 
flights to the jumping-off point for the 1,000-hectare (2,470-acre) island.

Industry leaders say Boracay accounts for about 20 percent of the country’s tourism 
revenue and fear a longer-term fallout.

“Boracay will definitely take a hit and the Philippine tourism industry will take a 
hit,” said Enerio, the former tourism official. Beach weddings, typically held at sunset 
for barefoot couples in bohemian costumes, were an immediate casualty.

Wedding planner Ronald Soncio said 19 of his nuptials over the period involving mostly 
western couples had already been cancelled, with five others moved out of Boracay.

“It’s difficult because our next wedding is a month away.... it’s bloody,” Soncio 
told AFP.Wedding photographer Donnie Magbanua said his three wedding shoots 
in Boracay in May were now in peril, while enquiries and reservations for his 
services had dried up.

A blog post by Cisco’s Talos security unit says the 
cyber-attacks are exploiting what Cisco officials are 
calling a “protocol misuse” situation in Cisco’s Smart 
Install Client, which is designed to enable the 
no-touch installation and deployment of new Cisco 
hardware, in particular Cisco switches.

Attackers have targeted a protocol issue with 
the Cisco Smart Install Client. If a user does not 
configure or turn off the Cisco Smart Install, it 
will hang out in the background waiting for 
commands on what to do.

Some reports indicate that some issues in the 
datacenters have created problems in using some of 
the popular sites, apps, and messengers in Iran as well 
many other countries. This has been caused by a 
disruption or potential attack on the communications 
infrastructure network in the past few hours.

Iran’s Communication and Information 
Technology Minister Mohammad Javad Azari-
Jahromi has confirmed the attack on the country’s 
datacenters in a tweet.

The Iranian minister has also said that initial 
investigations indicate the settings of switching 
software have been attacked. A picture posted by 
Azari Jahromi shows the United States’ flag being in 
the background and a sentence that reads “don’t mess 
with our (US) elections.” Azari Jahromi has stressed 
that the attacks are not limited to Iran noting in 
another tweet that so far, more than 95 percent of 
switches have resumed their service.

Cisco has issued a warning and urged Smart 
Install client users to patch and securely configure 
the software.

Attackers are exploiting a “protocol misuse” issue 
in Cisco’s Smart Install Client to gain entry to critical 
infrastructure providers, according to researchers at 
Cisco’s Talos Intelligence group.

Cisco’s warning over the Smart Install client, a tool 
for rapidly deploying new switches, comes a week 
after it released a patch for a critical remote code 
execution flaw affecting the software.

On March 29, Cisco had warned that at least 8.5 
million switches are open to attack.

Researchers have found that millions of Cisco 
network devices have been left vulnerable by an open 
TCP 4786 port.

The INSTC was discussed during Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani’s visit to India in February while 
Russia maintains a strong interest in the trade route, 
said Ambassador P S Raghavan, Convener of National 
Security Advisory Board in the Indian government. “It 
is not only to make Indian-Russian trade or Indian-
European trade profitable, actually it will make it very 
lucrative for east Asia and southeast Asia exporters. 
There is nothing to stop the INSTC from being 
activated in a matter of months,” said Raghavan.

He said that capacity building can be carried out as 
trade volume increases and progress is made on 
related issues. The potential is enormous and well 
known, Raghavan said.

With no trade sanctions against Iran, the INSTC 
becomes “very competitive”, he said. Raghavan said 
the INSTC cuts transportation time and cost by half 
as compared to the Suez Canal route. The current 
shipment through Suez Canal route involves a longer 
distance, and is expensive as well as congested.

The INSTC could transport exports from India’s west 
coast, through Iran’s Bandar Abbas and Chabahar ports, 
Central Asian states, Russia and onwards to Europe.

Indian-Iranian-Russian customs have discussed 
trans-shipment processes while logistics such as 
containerization needs to be sorted out, Raghavan 
said after addressing the 12th Institute of South Asian 
Studies International Conference on South Asia.

The conference was organized by the Institute of 
South Asian Studies, a think tank of the National 
University of Singapore. It needs a special purpose 
vehicle of multi-national capacity to manage the 
transportation network from end-to-end, he said.

In 2014, the Federation of Freight Forwarders 
Association of India had a dry run on the INSTC.

The INSTC member states recognize the potential 
for efficient and seamless North-South transport 
caused by economic globalization and by ever-
increasing trade within the Eurasia region, the 
forwarders had said in a report at that time.

In February, Iran’s Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said that Tehran had 
signed a contract with Moscow to export three million barrels of crude oil to Russia 
every month and the settlements would be made in euros.

Russia is one of the main suppliers of crude oil to Turkey.
Novak was part of the delegation, which accompanied Russian President Vladimir 

Putin on his visit to Ankara earlier this week, where Putin met with his Turkish 
counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Iranian counterpart Hassan Rouhani.

Up to 2.7m Europeans Affected by Facebook Data Scan dal

Iran, Syria Friendly Match Confirmed
TEHRAN – A friendly match between Iran national football team and 
Syria as part of preparation for the 2018 World Cup has been confirmed.

The Syria media reports suggest that the match will take place in 
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium on May 11. Iran met Syria twice in the 2018 
FIFA World Cup qualification. The first encounter was held in 
Malaysia in November 2016 where the match ended in goalless draw.

Iran Databases...
FROM PAGE 1

Iran-India-Russia...
FROM PAGE 1

Russia...
FROM PAGE 1

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Facebook has admitted up 
to 2.7 million people in the EU may have been caught 
in the Cambridge Analytica scandal, the bloc announced 
Friday, saying its top data official will demand more 
answers from the social media giant next week.

The EU justice commissioner Vera Jourova will hold 
phone talks with Facebook’s chief operating officer 
Sheryl Sandberg to discuss what the company is doing 
to address the breach, which it says may have affected 
87 million people around the world.

The EU wrote to Facebook last week to ask how many 
Europeans were affected by the growing scandal over 
the harvesting of personal data which was then shared 
with British political consultancy Cambridge Analytica.

“Facebook confirmed to us that the data of overall up 
to 2.7 million people in the EU may have been 
improperly shared with Cambridge Analytica,” 
spokesman Christian Wigand told reporters.

“We will study the letter (from Facebook) in more 
detail but it is already clear that this will need further 
follow-up discussions with Facebook,” Wigand said.

The scandal comes amid growing concern in Europe 
about the use online companies make of their customers’ 
personal data and the spread of “fake news” on the web.

There are particular worries about Russian meddling 
in European elections by spreading disinformation and 
discord through social media, and Wigand said the EU 

expected Facebook to address “broader questions on the 
democratic process”.

Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg said on Thursday that 
around the world as many as 87 million people could be 
affected by the Cambridge Analytica breach, which has 
sent the company into turmoil and raised questions about 
data protection for the entire tech sector.

The data at the centre of the controversy was obtained 
from a personality quiz app downloaded by some 
300,000 people. It gathered details about their Facebook 
friends without their knowledge -- permitted by 
Facebook’s rules at the time.

Reports suggest the data was then used by Cambridge 

Analytica as part of its work on Donald Trump’s 2016 
presidential campaign, though the British firm denies this.

Zuckerberg acknowledged the company had not done 
enough to protect user data, saying it must take a more 
serious approach after years of being “idealistic” about 
how the platform is used.

The Italian competition authority Antitrust said on 
Friday it had opened an investigation into Facebook for 
“alleged improper commercial practices” by not 
adequately informing users about data-gathering.

According to the Italian news agency AGI, just 
over 214,000 Italians could be affected, based on 
the 57 Facebook users who installed the personality 
quiz application.

The EU is preparing to launch tough new data 
protection rules next month, under which companies 
could be fined up to four percent of their global 
turnover for breaches.

On May 25, the General Data Protection Regulation 
will come into effect, strengthening the protection of 
EU citizens’ personal details. It will apply to all 
companies, including those outside of the EU.

“If a company collects a person’s data for a certain 
purpose, it has to obtain their consent -- and under the 
new rules it’s explicit and affirmative consent -- if it 
wants to forward it to a third party or use it for a 
different purpose,” Wigand said.

WORLD NEWS

BEIJING (AFP) - China reached out for Europe’s support in its bitter trade war with 
the U.S., leaving the EU at risk of getting entangled in a conflict with repercussions 
around the world.

The European Union is caught in a bind as it too shares many of Washington’s 
grievances with Beijing’s trade practices, but is also under a threat of protectionist 
measures ordered up by U.S. President Donald Trump.

In a rare diplomatic plea, China on Friday called on the EU to take a joint stand 
against U.S. protectionism as Trump warned that he could slap another $100 billion 
(86 billion euros) of extra tariffs on China’s imports.

“China and the EU... should take a clear stance against protectionism, jointly 
preserve the rules-based multilateral trade order, and keep the global economy on a 
sound and sustainable track,” Zhang Ming, the head of the Chinese mission to the 
EU, said in a statement sent to AFP.

“This is a joint responsibility of China and the EU. We must act together to make 
that happen,” Zhang said.

The EU declined to respond directly to the envoy’s invitation, insisting only that 
trade conflicts should be resolved at the World Trade Organization, the Geneva-
based body set up to resolve disputes.

The bloc is “firm in the belief that free and fair trade is one of the most powerful 
engines for growth, supporting millions of jobs and contributing to prosperity,” 
European Commission spokesman Daniel Rosario said in a response to AFP.

The EU and the U.S. themselves nearly descended into a trade war after Trump in 
March threatened to impose tariffs on steel and aluminium imports that would, if 
confirmed, punish European manufacturers.

But Trump granted Europe a last-minute exemption, giving EU negotiators until 
May 1 to come up with a solution to unfair trade policies alleged by the US leader.

The Europeans reject Trump’s allegations, which have mostly circled on Germany’s 
auto industry, and prepared a list of counter-measures in case the US reverses course 
and slaps on the tariffs.

The European Commission, which handles trade for the EU member states, said 
contacts with the US would continue next week, though French President Emmanuel 
Macron has angrily said that Europe should refuse to negotiate “with a gun to your head.”

Complicating matters, European leaders are largely in agreement with Trump that 
China fails to play fairly when it comes to international trade, not only for metals exports, 
but also market access for European companies and respecting intellectual property.

Many Europeans also rail against cash-flush Chinese tycoons that have snapped up 
European companies, sports clubs and airports, all while foreigners are barred from 
investing in equivalent industries in China.

China ranked 84th globally -- behind Saudi Arabia and Ukraine -- in the World 
Bank’s ease of doing business index for 2016, and second to last in an OECD report 
on the restrictiveness towards foreign investment.

“The problem is the method,” a European official told AFP, when asked about 
Trump’s hardball approach to Beijing.
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CHALESTON (Dispatches) - On Friday, Madison Keys 
defeated Bernarda Pera, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 7-5, to advance to 

the semifinals of the Volvo Car Open in Charleston. 
This match is one that Keys made very difficult on 

herself, as the American really let things get out of 
hand after breezing through the first set. 

Early in the match, the world No. 14 was playing 
aggressively. She was going after her shots, and she 
was pretty much doing whatever she wanted on the 
clay courts of the Family Circle Tennis Center. 

Match point from Keys’ win over Pera in Charleston: 
And then came the second set. It was here that Keys 

seemed to completely forget what was working for her. 
The 23-year-old was no longer playing like the 
aggressor, and it was Pera who began to dictate play. 

Even with that being the case, Keys still earned a 
match point in the set. At 5-6, Keys was able to get the 
score to 30-40 on Pera’s serve. She then committed an 
unforced error on her return. From there, Pera took 
control of things. The Croatian-American held serve 
for 6-6 and then topped Keys in the tiebreaker.

In the third set, it was looking like the match was also 
going Pera’s way. The world No. 101 broke Keys to go up 
4-2, but the mishap seemingly served as a wakeup call for 
the No. 7 seed. Keys played with a serious sense of 
urgency from then on, as Pera began to serve for a 5-2 lead.

PARIS (Dispatches) - Paris St Germain missed out 
on a chance to secure the Ligue 1 title at the 

weekend as they could only salvage a 1-1 draw at St 
Etienne and finished the game with 10 men on Friday.

Remy Cabella’s first-half goal was cancelled out 
by a Mathieu Debuchy own goal in stoppage time.

Presnel Kimpembe hampered his team’s chances 
when he was sent off shortly before the break.

The result left leaders PSG with 84 points with six 
games left, 17 points ahead of second-placed 
Monaco who host Nantes.

Regardless of Monaco’s result on Saturday, PSG 
will clinch the title if they beat the principality team 
at home next weekend.

They would have clinched the title if they had won 
on Friday and Monaco were beaten. 

Against a side who showed no fear, Unai Emery’s 
side, who were without the injured midfielder 
Marco Verratti, barely threatened as they failed to 
shoot on target during the opening half.

St Etienne went ahead when Cabella poked the 
ball home after Debuchy’s cross was deflected into 
his path in the 17th minute.

LONDON (Dispatches) 
- Paul Pogba reacted to 

Pep Guardiola’s claim 
Mino Raiola offered him to 
Manchester City in January 
in humorous fashion.

Just a day before the 
Manchester  derby, 
Guardiola made the 
astonishing claim in his 
pre-match news conference 
that Raiola - Pogba’s agent 
- offered the Frenchman to 
City in January.

Pogba has endured a rocky season at Manchester 
United, with Jose Mourinho’s handling of him 
leading to reports of a rift between the pair.

But Guardiola’s assertion came as a shock and 
will undoubtedly be one of the main talking 
points ahead of the derby at the Etihad Stadium 
on Saturday, when City can clinch the Premier 
League title with a win.

The news appears to have taken Pogba by surprise, 
as evidenced by his reaction on social media, 
posting a picture of himself cupping his ear with the 
caption: “Say what?”

MANAMA (Reuters) - 
Lewis Hamilton will 

have to do what no 
Formula One driver has 
ever done to win today’s 
Bahrain Grand Prix after 
an unscheduled gearbox 
change left the Mercedes 
driver facing a five-place 
grid penalty.

While the four-times 
world champion cannot 
now start on the front two 
rows, the floodlit race at Sakhir has never been won 
by anyone starting lower than fourth since it was 
first held in 2004.

A Mercedes spokesman confirmed Hamilton would 
have a new gearbox for final practice and qualifying, 
incurring an automatic five-place penalty.

Gearboxes must last for six successive races 
according to the rules.

The Briton had been off the pace in the day’s  
two free practice sessions, ending up the fourth 
fastest in the evening.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Patrick Reed delivered 
an overwhelming performance under difficult 

conditions to seize a two-stroke lead after Friday’s 
second round of the Masters while Tiger Woods 
struggled but made the cut.

Reed, who shared second in last year’s PGA 
Championship, opened and closed the front nine with runs 
of three consecutive birdies then ran off another birdie 
treble on the back nine in shooting 6-under par 66 to stand 
on 9-under 135 after 36 holes at Augusta National.

“I just kind of kept myself out of trouble and let my putter do all the work,” Reed said. “I put it in the right spots 
so I could be aggressive with the putter.”

Reed’s only other 36-hole lead was at the 2015 U.S. Open.
“I’ve been in this kind of position before,” Reed said. “It’s just another day at the golf course.”
World number 24 Reed is the only player since Ernie Els in 2015 to shoot birdie or better on all four of Augusta’s 

par-5 holes in each of the first two days.
Australian Marc Leishman was second on 137 after shooting 67 with Sweden’s Henrik Stenson third  

on 139.
Either Reed, ranked 24th, or 16th-rated Leishman would be the fourth consecutive first-time major winner to 

capture the green jacket.

LONDON (Dispatches) - Chelsea head coach 
Antonio Conte dismissed his former Juventus team 

mate Gianluca Vialli’s claim that he “cannot wait to 
leave” the Premier League club, and reaffirmed his 
commitment to seeing out his contract.

Vialli made the comment in his role as a pundit for 
Sky Sports Italia during Chelsea’s 3-1 defeat by 
Tottenham Hotspur on Sunday that left Conte’s team 
eight points behind Spurs in the race to secure 
Champions League football next season.

“It is not true,” Conte told a news conference on 
Friday, two days before Chelsea host West Ham United in the league. “Gianluca is a friend but I’m not talking with 
him for one year, maybe. It is not true.

“It’s very difficult for me but since this season I’m listening to a lot of speculation about my future... but the only 
truth is I am committed for this club, I have a contract for this club, I’m working very hard for this club.

“This is the only truth. The other speculation is not true.”
Conte’s position has come under scrutiny given his fractious relationship with the club’s hierarchy and owner 

Roman Abramovich’s propensity to change managers frequently.
The Italian coach, whose contract runs until the end of next season, pointed out he expected Chelsea to struggle 

when he went public with his displeasure at the club’s failure to strengthen the squad at the start of the campaign.
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Barcelona Set Asking 
Price for Gomes

MADRID (Dispatches) - Barcelona have set their asking 
price for wantaway midfielder Andre Gomes.

Sport says Gomes can leave Barca this summer if the 
Catalan club do not lose money on the deal.

Barca have told his agents that he can leave for €30m. Barca 
paid €35m plus variables for the player from Valencia.

Last summer Gomes had some offers but he wanted to stay 
and earn coach Ernesto Valverde’s confidence.

Gomes’ future could be in the Premier League, where two 
teams have already asked about him.

Raikkonen Leads Ferrari 
One-Two in Practice

MANAMA (Dispatches) - Kimi Raikkonen led his 
championship-leading team mate Sebastian Vettel in a Ferrari 

one-two at the top of the timesheets in floodlit free practice for the 
Bahrain Grand Prix on Friday. The Finn was summoned to the 
stewards afterwards for an unsafe release from the pits but escaped 
a grid penalty with Ferrari picking up a 5,000 euro ($6,136.50) fine 
instead for the misdemeanor. The team had told Raikkonen 
immediately after the practice stop that there was a loose wheel on 
the car and he stopped as soon as it was safe to do so.
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VALENCIA (AFP) - Rafael Nadal described his 
return to action as “a day to remember” after the 

16-time Grand Slam winner pulled Spain level in their 
Davis Cup quarter-final against Germany.

Nadal, playing his first match since limping out of 
the Australian Open in January with a hip injury, beat 
Philipp Kohlschreiber 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 in just over two 
and half hours in Valencia, stretching his winning 
streak in the Davis Cup to a record 23 matches in 
singles and doubles.

The victory for the world number one in the Plaza de Toros 
bullring levelled the tie after world number four Alexander 
Zverev beat 33rd-ranked David Ferrer 6-4, 6-2, 6-2.

“Of course, it’s a positive thing to win in straight 
sets,” said 31-year-old Nadal, who has not lost a 
singles match in the Davis Cup since his 2004 debut 
and in doubles since 2005.

“I played a solid match. I feel good when I return to 
the clay courts.”

Nadal, building up to an assault on what he hopes 
will be an 11th French Open title, said it had been a 
special day playing on home ground again.

“It’s a memorable day, in front of my own crowd. 
It’s always special to play in these arenas,” added 
Nadal, who has played in four of Spain’s five Davis 
Cup-winning teams. “It’s great to be back even if after 
an injury it’s always difficult.”

On Saturday, Marc Lopez and Feliciano Lopez will 
face Tim Puetz and Jan-Lennard Struff in the doubles, 
paving the way for a potential tie-deciding clash 
between Nadal and 20-year-old Zverev on Sunday.

Spain have history on their side -- they have won 26 
straight home ties, with their last defeat on Spanish 
soil against Brazil in 1999. The winner of the Valencia 
quarter-final will face either defending champions 
France or Italy for a place in the final.

Lucas Pouille, the world number 11, gave France the 
first point in Genoa with a 6-3, 6-2, 4-6, 3-6, 6-1 win 
over 62nd-ranked Andreas Seppi. Italian number one 
Fabio Fognini then won a bad-tempered 3hr 30min 
rubber against world number 80 Jeremy Chardy 6-7 
(6/8), 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 to make the tie 1-1.

Fognini, who spent over 11 hours on court in the 
victory over Japan in the first round, was furious after 
Chardy had brushed his shoulder against him during a 
changeover early in the third set.

“I didn’t even know if I really touched him on the 
shoulder. He made this a huge thing, like in football 
sometimes where the guy you don’t touch still 
collapses,” said Chardy.

Chardy, a surprise selection ahead of Adrian 
Mannarino, the world 25, suffered his first Davis Cup 
defeat in six matches.

France’s Nicolas Mahut and Pierre-Hugues Herbert 
will face Fognini and Simone Bolelli in the doubles.

“I am ready to play three days, for sure,” said Fognini 
who has played for Italy every year since 2008.

“The Davis Cup is special. I am playing not just for me 
but also for Italy.” Croatia, the 2005 champions, got off 
to a winning start against Kazakhstan in Varazdin when 
world number three Marin Cilic outclassed Dmitry 
Popko, the world 258, in straight sets, 6-2, 6-1, 6-2.
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