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Hyflux Secures
$110.7m Contract
With Iran

SINGAPORE (Dispatches) - Hyflux announced that|i
wholly-owned subsidiary, Hyflux International, hz

Zarlf Calls for Int'l Prob
Into Israel Crimes In Ga

- e,
manufacture and supply a seawater reverse osmc .ﬁn,
desalination package in Bandar Abbas, Iran. + . 3

The project excludes local marine, civil and structir: ( / 1
works, and is valued at approximately €68.7 million ($110 { 'V' }
million), with an additional €10.5 million for optional add-ons L,

such as equipment and technical advisors.
The desalination plant will be designed to produc
200,000 cubic meters of water per day, and will forr
one out of five desalination plants which AWDEC plan
to build as part of the proposed Saghi Kosar (SAKC
Desalination and Power Plant in Bandar Abbas.
With the five desalination plants, the SAK
Desalination and Power Plant will be able to produc
1 million cubic meters of water per day, and|

300-400 MW power plant.

Iran, Zimbabwe to
Strengthen Trade Relations

HARARA (Dispatches) - Iranian Ambassador

Zimbabwe Ahmad Erfanian says trade relations betwe TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has slammed Israel &wdhethreat” to the

Zimbabwe and Iran are set to improve under ne world's security, calling for an international probe into the regime’s atrocities afaitestinians.

government led by President Emmerson Mnangagwe Zarif was addressing the ministerial meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in #é dapital city of
Speaking after meeting Acting President Gener: Baku on Thursday.

Constantino Chiwenga at his Munhumutapa office NAM’s mid-term ministerial conference opened on Thursday under the theme of “promoting interna

on Thursday, Ambassador Erfanian said the gocpeace and security for sustainable development,” with 800 representatives from 120 memlzey witexs 10

political relations that exist between the twcinternational bodies and 17 countries as observers in attendance.

countries will help boost trade. The Iranian foreign minister denounced the mass killing of Palestinian protesters in the ripalzg IStaeli
“We had a fruitful meeting with the honourable military forces and called for international investigation into Israel’s cringénabns.

Vice President where we discussed several issu “We condemn the killings of civilians, including women and children in Palestine. We wamteanational

concerning the friendly relations of our countrig: tribunal to be established to fully restore the rights of the Palestinians arféldestine from occupation,” Zarif

which are growing continuously and moving fror was quoted as saying by the Azerbaijan Press Agency (APA).

strength to strength. Zarif further called for efforts to restore the Palestinian rights, particularly with regard tozhksbstent of an
“We believe that in the new dispensation a lot|c independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem al-Quds as its capital andrastisdflsckade on Gaza Strip

new opportunities are going to open up in Zimbabw: The Iranian minister noted that the Israeli regime relies on the support of the U.8menoff éts regional allies

We want to use this opportunity to strengthen thin committing crimes against Palestinians

bilateral relations between the two nations. | believ Zarif criticized Washington’s unilateral policies vis-a-vis global issugsngahis has led to the expansion g

that in the new dispensation we should try to indulg extremism, violence and terrorism in West Asia and other regions.

the private sector. | think the private sector can ple The top Iranian diplomat further warned that the Middle East is still witngs®rror activities by

an important role in developing a better businesremnants of terror group and Daesh, despite its defeat in Irag and Syria, callinipder egional

environment,” he said. See Rge cooperation against the scourge. See Rge

Turkey Slams U.S.
Iran Sanctions Case
As “Legal Scandal”

ANKARA (Dispatches) - Turkish President Receq
Tayyip Erdogan’s spokesman has condemne
recommendation by U.S. prosecutors that a Turkig
Halkbank executive get 20 years in prison for helpin
Iran evade U.S. sanctions.

“We strongly condemn and reject this decision, it i
grave injustice,” spokesman Ibrahim Kalin told a n
conference in Istanbul on April 5 when asked about|th
sentencing recommendation by U.S. attorneys |f
Halkbank executive Hakan Atilla, who was found guilty
of evading sanctions on Iran by a U.S. jury in January.

“The Hakan Atilla case is a legal scandal,” Kalin saig

Erdogan earlier this year called the case “an attem
to stage a new coup” in Turkey because t

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

witnesses for the prosecution testified tha 20U P, . . . .

high-level Turkish officials and Erdogan himself werd £ o5 @ Hacoupian Whispers Creative Nobility

involved in the scheme to help Iran launder revenu byl in its Essentialit

derived from oil sales in global financial markets|i 3”‘{'3?},’”“ Y AUTHENTILITE

violation of U.S. sanctions.

See Rge

Indian Firms Plan to
Nearly Double
Iranian Oil Imports

NEW DELHI (Reuters) - Indian state refiners plan to
almost double oil imports from Iran in 2018/19, drawn
by incentives offered by Tehran, sources with knowledge
of the matter said, potentially helping Iran increase its
share in the world’s third-biggest oil importer.

Iran is pushing to retain its oil customers in Asia,
offering better terms than other Middle Eastern suppliers
including Saudi Arabia, even as the threat looms of
potential further U.S. sanctions on the OPEC member.

In the current fiscal year to March 2019, state refiners
Indian Oil Corp, Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals Ltd, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan
Petroleum plan to import 396,000 barrels per day (bpd)
Iranian oil, according to two sources familiar with the
plans who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Four other sources had knowledge of the import plans of
some of the refiners. Indian Oil Corp, Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan
Petroleum declined to comment.

EU Has No Plans to
Renegotiate JCPOA

BRUSSELS (Dispatches) - The European Union has no
plans to renegotiate the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran despite
calls from the Trump administration, Sputnik news agency
reported citing a diplomatic source in Washington.

Asked how EU nations felt about US efforts to reach
tiarahdditional pact on Iran with UK, German and French
negotiators, the diplomat told RIA Novosti, “This is not
a European position.” The three EU powers have been
in talks with the U.S. administration on how to persuade
President Donald Trump to extend sanction waivers for
Iran past the May 12 deadline after he threatened to pull
his country out of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) if it is not fixed.

Recently, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif warned the United States against the “painful
mistake” of withdrawing from the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal, as Donald Trump has repeatedly denounced the
agreement, threatening to unilaterally pull out of it if it
is not revised calling it a “terrible Iran nuclear deal.”

Other parties to the JCPOA said that the deal
had yielded results and was non-negotiable and
called on the United States to comply with the
agreement’s provisions.

Iran Keen for
Broader Military
Ties With Serbia

TEHRAN (Tasnim) - Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier
General Amir Hatami expressed the country’s eagerness
to reach agreements with Serbia on military cooperation.

Iran is ready to broaden military and defense relations
with Serbia, Hatami said Thursday in a meeting with
his Serbian counterpart Aleksandar Vulin, held on the
sidelines of a security conference in Moscow.

The Iranian minister also expressed the hope that
Tehran and Belgrade would sign a deal in the near
future on technical and military cooperation.

“Defense cooperation between the two countries
could greatly contribute to regional stability and
security,” General Hatami added.

For his part, the Serbian minister praised Iran for its
policies that protect security and stability in the region,
expressing the hope that bilateral defense ties would
grow as fast as the political relations. The Iranian defense
minister has traveled to Russia to attend the 7th Moscow
Conference on International Security (MCIS).
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TEHRAN (MNA) — President Hassan Rouhani, a host of administrative and military
officials, and academicians and university professors, will attend the 12the celebration of the

: National Day of Nuclear Technology on Monday.
a |0na a 0 UC ear eC nO 0 O e e e ra e On On a The 12the edition of the National Day of Nuclear Technology will be celebrated on
Monday, April 09, 2018, in Iranian capital city of Tehran and some other cities across the

country. In Tehran, the event will be participated by President Rouhani and a host of
administrative and military officials, academicians and university professors, and researche

"Special Surprise” Await Enemies . .
I Case JCPOA Vidlated WEUPIIS REEW

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK Internal I5sue
: — FARS* - Iran's Supreme Leader Adviser for
TEHRAN - Head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran International Affairs Ali Akbar Velayati rejected
(AEOI) Ali Akbar Salehi warned that if enemies scrap the £y EEEIESon it e VeSO (VI mrse o
and Tehran’s regional role, stressing that it was “an
2015 nuclear deal between Tehran and world powers, also Iranian internal affair.”
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), Uit 18 [ Ghiladinie s [SETe il o
) ) Iran never seeks anyone's permission In Iits
the Islamic Republic would deal a heavy blow to them. defensive sector,” Velayati said.

“ : : . Velayti held a meeting with Syrian Deputy
The enemies should know that in case the JCPOA is reversed — even though Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad, after which he

we are never looking for such a situation — special conditions will arise, , e . . ]
and when the highg-]ranking (Iranian) officialsp decide, we would havdhe nuclear agreement between Iran and the Group 5+1 (Russia, China, the U _Lended Iran’s policy in West Aa3|a region, saying
a special surprise for those who scrap the deal,” Salehi said in a sp&sthin, France and Germany) was reached in July 2015 and came into force fran continues ris support and active presenge in
on Thursday. January 2016. tl "e region, indicating that it WI|| support allies.
“We are seriously seeking to preserve our national interests and sovereignty, biver since the deal took effect, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) ha Thernlted States and k'ts alllesh hfwef _be‘en
the U.S. withdraws (from the JCPOA) and Europe and other major powers rereafirmed Iran’s compliance with the JCPOA in all quarterly reports, but some othér;;lngfosr sgvgr;year%to ta e(:j'overUtSe Pegltl_rg()ite
from this agreement, we would definitely act differently,” he added. parties, especially the U.S., have failed to live up to their undertakings. ruie Old Tyrla, , %Sa,' 1 regarding | o iesigent
The Iranian nuclear chief further denounced U.S. President Donald Trump adramp has on various occasions called for renegotiating the JCPOA or terminatij%m"S rump’s decision not to withdraw troops
businessman, who has mixed trade with politics, trying to advance his agendas it Eré Iran and most other parties to the deal say the nuclear agreement is a valig™ >Y"@-
international arena with “his unpredictable decisions”. multilateral international document that would not be renegotiated.

Boosting DeftensPRomaddéeds

Leader Stresses Need “|\/|i|king” Continues Unabated No Pemiisgion

To Support Palestinians

TASNIM* - Deputy Chief of Iran’s Army for
TEHRAN (MNA) — Iranian Foreign Minister, while Astana and Sochi to secure lasting cease-fires andCoordination Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari

hailing the Wed. Ankara summit on Syrian issuedvance political process.” reiterated the country’s unwavering policy to boost
lambasted Washington for ‘milking’ Saudi Arabia for The summit was the second of such tripartite summitts military power in the face of foreign threats and
additional $4bn in order to keep U.S. troops in Syria.following one in November in the Russian Black Sea sajd the Islamic Republic would never ask for
In a tweet on Wednesday night, Iranian Foreigresort of Sochi. Tehran will be hosting the third summit others’ permission in this regard.

Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif deemed the three-way finding a political solution to the Syrian crisis. Addressing a gathering of worshipers in Tehran
summit between presidents of Iran, Russia and Turke¥arif then described the transactions between the USon Friday, Rear Admiral Sayyari hailed Iran’s
held in Ankara to address the Syrian issue ‘crucial’, arrehd Saudi Arabia in regard to the Syrian situation asposition in the international arena and said, “Today,
hailed the summit as a “joint renewal of commitment tanilking’, saying “President Trump demands additional we raise our truthful words loudly in the world and
sovereignty, independence, unity, territorial integrit$4B from Daesh [ISIL] financiers to keep uninvited U.S. play a powerful role.”

and non-sectarian character of Syria.” troops in Syria.” “We should increase the country’s deterrent
He further described the joint efforts by the three"Anything to reverse successes against extremists anthower,” he said, adding that Iran should boost| its
guarantor states as “building on the achievements widermine Syrian national unity,” he added. defense capabilities so that nobody even thinks of

infiltrating into the country.
“We would provide what is needed for the

Tehran After Enhanced Military Ties With Islamabad security of the country, and we will not ask

for permission from anybody to do so,” the
IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK commander noted.

TEHRAN (MNA) — Supreme Leader Ayatolls
Seyed Ali Khamenei once again reiterated
stances of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarg
the support for Palestinian people.

Ayatollah Khamenei, in a letter to the senior . ) . . .
political leader of Hamas Ismail Haniyeh, referfied Iran’s defence minister has underlined the need for expansion of defence and military cooperatemn Tattras

i and Islamabad. m@m ecorder
f:hégz Ioa}t?ﬁé E;enrqigfwlgﬁglfnhd ?Qetnspgtﬁlg r?j Speaking in a Thursday meeting with his Pakistani opposite number Khurram Dastgir in Moscow, BregeiaEnir R (@lf@&&@éd
treachery of some Arab countries of the regionfand Hatami said Pakistan is a friendly country and a neighbor of Iran and has a special status in Telgrapslicye Turkish BusinessiRiaae
their alliance with American policies. He also stressed the need for further expansion of mutual military and defense cooperation. . o o o

The leader in his letter once again reiteratedithe “The key potentialities of Iran and Pakistan have a determining role and help boost recipsgdat tizided. IRNA* - lran’s Civil Aviation Organization
stances of the Islamic Republic of Iran regard The Iranian defence chief further lashed out at the US interventionist policies in the region. _ (CAO) announced that its team of experts have
the support for Palestinian people and re-affirfjed “We believe that regional countries should not allow the Americans taiextieir wicked schemes, which are recovered the flight data recorder (FDR) of a
that, “undoubtedly, resistance and fighting is against the interests of the countries in the region, in order to trigger insecurity, instability @s\tisid the top | Turkish business plane crashed West of the country
sole way to the salvation of the Palestinian natign.” Iranian military commander. _ _ o @ T 11 : : ]

In the meanwhile, he stressed that humanitaian The senior Pakistani military official, for his part, said he was pleased to be megtirigswanian counterpart. | FDR of Bombardier Challenger 604 private jet
and religious obligations are placed higher ffan He said Islamabad and Tehran have had good border and territorial cooperation over the recent years, expr@&iag by Turkish group Basaran Holding was
political developments and added, “we (Iran) 4§ in hope the partnership will further ensure stability and security along the borders of the two countries. found'in Mount Helen in the western province of
the before, in support for the people of Palegine Given the insecurity in West Asia, said Dastgir, the two countries need to have mangsnaed talks in order | Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province by the team of
will deliver on our responsibilities.” to move toward solving regional problems. The Pakistani defence chief noted thatidt ve impossible to |~ €xperts from CAO, Director for Public Relations of

Highlighting the necessity of returning the glory Shd achieve progress and tranquility in the region without the establishment of peace and security Civil Aviation Organization (CAO) Reza Jafarzadeh

; p said on Thursday evening.
honor to Muslims he asserted, ‘the only wa FDR involves the flight data and the plane

to
returning honor and might to the Islamic Umma, § to . . ;
esstaana e mpers v maversoes | €11AN Calls for Cooperation on Salishury Attagkeanees natsnouiave sapesto o

He stressed that the issue of Palestine is atop @f the on for the plane crash, the official added.
agenda of the Islamic international political issugs. IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK Belarus, Kazakhstan, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan,

He also said that the tendency of some regionalArab Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The Iranian envoy called on
countries to negotiate with the Israeli regime is dibig TEHRAN (MNA) — Iran’s representative to the UNthe two sides involved in the dispute over the last [Letter 1o the/leedder
unforgivable mistake that would hinder the succe§s of chemical watchdog, Alireza Jahangiri, called on Russiaonth’s poisoning of a former Russian spy in southwest
the Palestinian nation and would fruit nothing lBut and UK to settle disputes over the Salisbury nerve agdfrigland to settle the issue through cooperation andILNA* - A group of 300 conservative figures and
damage and loss for the people of Palestine. attack through cooperation and constructive talks.  constructive talks in a bid to move out of an impasse.| former Basij officials in Iran wrote an open letter to

He called the nations and the youth of the Isl@imic Iranian Ambassador to the Organization for the“Politicizing any issues within the framework of the| Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei about
countries and the Arab countries and also tRiose Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) JahangiChemical Weapons Convention will benefit none of the existing concerns regarding the internal condition
governments which feel responsible towards the [§sueread out a joint statement during an extraordinary meetiMember States, and will threaten the credibility of the of Iran, criticizing Iran’s policy on the nuclear deal
of Palestine to take their responsibility more seriglisly of the OPCW Executive Council, on behalf of Russi@dPCW,” Jahangiri stressed. Jahangiri further criticized and its quest after regional dominance.

and force the enemies to retreat and loss. China, Pakistan, Syria, Venezuela, Cuba, Nicaraguhe participating sides at the meeting for not having said The activists warned from the worrisome they have

anything about Iran as a main victim of chemical towards the future of the country and the gap between
weapons as well as a victim of international silence. | the people and the authority, stressing that the internal

Cleric Slams Israeli Crimes-AGgaiSh-FalEstiiiettts. .

contributing to an O investigation into the Salisbury Mahmoud Ahmadinejad who sent a similar letter on
TEHRAN (IRNA) - A senior Iranian cleric condemned on Friday Israeli regime’s atrocg&iast defenselesspoisoning, accusing Russia of being responsible for the attacki=eb. 19, considering him the basic figure among the
Palestinians criticizing the Islamic and Arab countries for keeping mum over the brutal sopprestire and The Russian authorities, for their parts, said that UK andpolitical elite to support national demands.
killing of Palestinians. France have refused to answer the questions of RussianThey slammed arresting individuals close to
‘The Islamic World should show reaction to these crimes, because they i(fRaisytare Muslims,” Tehran|[sembassy in London and have barred the consulate’'sAhmadinejad, doubting that the “revolution
provisional Friday Prayers Leader Ayatollah Seyed Ahmad Khatami said. access to Russian nationals. Russia also announced igoals” were accomplished under the current
He said that the history of negotiations with the Zionist regime shows that a comprathiSelvviv rulers is| readiness to cooperate with the OPCW probe. structure and systems in the country and stressing
not only a ‘strategic mistake’ but also an ‘ultimate betrayal’ of the aafuBalestine. At least 21 people have beerRussia lost a vote at the meeting by 15-6 with 17 OPCWthat they have reached the worst condition during
killed by the Israeli occupying forces since Palestinians started Land Day pratestsday, dispatches said. | member states abstaining. The country gained supporthe past four decades.
Ayatollah Khatami also referred to Saudi Arabia’s invasion of Yemen asdetse toward the Israeli regime'from China, Azerbaijan, Sudan, Algeria and Iran. The signatories criticized the “wrong strategies”
crimes against Palestinians and said, ‘this regime is an accomplice of thet Fégine crimes,’ The meeting wrapped up without any conclusion due in foreign policies and accused the diplomatic body
The senior cleric derided the Saudi crown prince’s threatening rhetoric againsayiag, &ven their master,to Iran and Russia’s objection to the draft proposal by of wasting the Iranian revolution and the popularity
the U.S., cannot do a damn thing against Iran.’ the Western side. of Iranians in huge parts of the region.
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Iran, Eurasia to Strike
Preterential Taniff Deal Soon

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN — Iran’'s Ambassador to Russia Mehdi Sanaei said
that Iran and the Eurasia Economic Union will ink preferential
tariffs agreement in May in Kazakhstan.

Sanaei announced on Thursday that the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Eurasia
Economic Union will ink preferential tariffs agreement in the near future.
The Iranian diplomat made the remarks while touching upon the JCPOA (the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action signed by Iran and P5+1 on July 14, 2015 AKA Iran
nuclear agreement), the trajectory of Tehran-Moscow cooperation, and the futur€/A¢cording to planned schedules, it is expected that Iran would sign prefer
relations between the two countries. tariff agreement with Eurasia Economic Union in the next summit of Eurasian
Referring to Russia’s move in vetoing the UK proposed resolution against Iran at UNS@isters in Kazakhstan in May,” recounted the Iranian envoy to Moscow.
Mr. Sanaei described the act as a sign of quality improvement in Iran-Russia relatidagching upon the JCPOA, he described the nuclear deal as a diplomatic vict
which has led to good trust, confidence and understanding between the two countrigéie Islamic Republic of Iran, Russia and the international community.

Farhadi’s ‘Everyhb
To Open Canne

TEHRAN (MNA) — The 2018 Cannes Film Festival
will open with the world premiere of Iranian director
Asghar Farhadi’'s Spanish-language drama ‘Everybody
Knows’ on May 8.

Iranian filmmaker Asghar Farhadi gained
international recognition after his 2012 drama ‘A
Separation’ brought him a Golden Globe Award as
well as two Academy Awards for Best Foreign
Language Film. He went on to awe the world’s
audience with ‘The Salesman’, which recieved
2016 Canne’'s Best Screenplay Award, and also
making him one of the few directors world-wide
who have won the Academy Award for Best Foreign
Language Film twice.
ontibdis latest production, ‘Everybody Knows' (Todos lo saben),
rils now been chosen to open the prestigious French film

festival this year.
ory fidne  Spanish-language psychological thriller,
written and directed by Farhadi, stars the Oscar-

“Technical and military cooperation between Iran and Russia have existed from téie Russian Federation played a big role in brokering and implementing thieaning Penélope Cruz as a mother (Carolina)

past and the delivery of S-300 system to Iran was a turning point in military dedPOA and the Russians’ principle-driven stance in supporting the agreemen
defense interactions between the two countries,” reassured Mr. Sanaei. international treaty is appreciable,” he said.

“We have never discussed S-300 with the Russians,” added the ambassador. ‘Foiating to tensions between Russia and the west, he said, “Now that Ru
joint endeavors of Iran and Russia in fighting terrorism in Syria have paved the {@aing a wave of sanctions by the west, convergence and cooperation is more r
for broadening technical and military cooperation between the two countries,” ndtefact we have to reach an anti-anctions mechanism to defuse the sancti
the Iranian diplomat. alleviate the harms.”

Tabriz, Nakhchivan Urged to
Boost Ties as Tourism, Cultural
Capitals of Muslim World

Tehran, Baku Launch Joint Production of Cars

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The Azerbaijani-Iranian automobile plan
Khazar, located in the Neftchala Industrial Par
launched production of the first cars on April 5.

Manufacturing of Dena, Rana, Soren and Same
models under the Khazar brand as well as a numbe
Peugeot models is established at the plant.

The Khazar plant plans to export about 20 percent
cars that will be produced before 2020 within the fir
stage of production, Emin Akhundov, the chairman
the board of AzerMash company, which is a co-owner
the plant, told journalists.

He noted that the main export market of the enterprisi
the CIS countries. Akhundov added that negotiations are already underway with representatives of foreign co

“Orders on the local market are also being considered. The Ministry of Economy became the first,thst@uded.

The factory under the Khazar brand produces cars of the brands Dena, Rana, Soren and Samaad, &
number of Peugeot models.

The Khazar plant was opened during a two-day visit of Iranian President Hassan Rouhaerbaijan.
al The annual capacity of the plant is about 10,000 cars. These cars are expected vereel telUkraine, Russia
nd and Central Asia countries in the future.

o Iran Khodro and subsidiary of AzerMash AzEuroCar LLC signed an agreement on August 6, 2016,
ts. establishment of a joint automobile plant in the Neftchala Industrial Park. Eheadst of the project is estimate
at $14.11 million. Azerbaijan invested 75 percent of the funds, while Iran invested 25 percent.
e Earlier, AzEuroCar informed that the new cars will cost around $5,800-7,000 and meet Euro 5 st
2d The plant intends to cooperate with the Sumgayit Industrial Park and SOCAR'’s new plant.
m  Azerbaijan and Iran have had diplomatic relations since 1918. Political and ecoresnietiveen the twa
of countries have increased in recent years and the two sides have made seriouto difoots mutual ties
an  Azerbaijan and Iran have already prepared grounds for private sector investors in order to improve
cooperation. Currently, about 450 companies with Iranian capital operate in Azerbaijan.
e In 2017, the trade turnover between Azerbaijan and Iran amounted to $257 million, which is 16 percent m
and in 2016. In January-February 2018, the trade turnover between Azerbaijan and Iran amounted to about $43

\_ J

TEHRAN (IFP) - Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif has called for expansion of m

cooperation between the Iranian city of Tabriz
the neighbouring Nakhchivan in a year when the
cities are expected to host larger number of tou

In a Friday meeting with Vasif Talibov, t
Chairman of the Supreme Assembly of
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, Zarif poin
to the selection of Iran’s Tabriz as the tour
capital and Nakhchivan as the cultural capita
Muslim world in 2018, and said the two cities
have further cooperation in this regard.

The Iranian top diplomat also underlined
reinforcement of banking ties, academic relations
exchange of students, facilitation of travel,
expansion of provincial ties between Nakhchivani@
cities of Iran’s East and West Azarbaijan province

Zarif, who was on an official visit to Nakhchiva
said the reciprocal ties of Iran and Azerba
Republic and the Nakhchivan Autonomg
Republic are developing.

“Power plant and dam construction projects
been operationalized, and there are good groun
expansion of mutual cooperation in the field
intensive animal farming, health, supply
pharmaceuticals and construction of drug produg
facilities, dispatch of doctors and export of med
equipment, tourism, facilitation of transport, fc
industries, and joint production,” he added.

Talibov, for his part, expressed his pleasure
the visit of Zarif and his entourage to Nakhchi
and said relations between the two sides are o
right track in various areas.

“People of Iran and Nakhchivan are ea
travelling [to the two Republics], the number
tourists has increased, and Iranian unive
students are pursuing their education without
problem,” he noted.

Talibov also highlighted the significance
customs [regulations] in the development
bilateral relations between the two sides, and ¢
for further expansion of cooperation in this fielg

Majidi’s Beyond the Clouds to Open FIFF 2018

S TEHRAN - The 36th Fa’ IRAN NEWS ART DESK
International Film Festivi
Ve will kick off on April 19 with
5 fothe screening of Majid Majidi's
of Beyond the Clouds.
pf  Starring Ishaan Khatter and
10N Malavika Mohanan, Beyond The
al Clouds is scheduled to be release
d on April 20 in 34 territories across
the world besides India as well.
ith  The film will be released in over
N, 70 screens across the Persian Gu
theregion in places like Dubai, Kuwait,
Oman, Bahrain and Qatar. The film
ly will also be released in the United
)T States, Canada, Pakistan
ity Singapore, East, West and Soutl 2000, Baran in 2001, and Th
ANy Africa, among other countries. Willow Tree in 2005 (alternate
Starring Ishaan Khatter and Malavika MohanarEnglish title One Life More). In 2008, Majidi’s
Beyond The Clouds, produced by Zee Studios aratclaimed film The Song of Sparrows won Silver Be
of Namah Pictures, tells the story of a brother and sistiar Best Actor (Reza Naji) in Berlin Film Festival. H
led who grow up in a Mumbai slum. When Tara (Mohanarglso directed Muhammad: The Messenger of Gog
is arrested on charges of attempted murder, her bdoidckbuster about the birth of Islam. His film select

career as an actor. In his film
Majidi has touched on many
themes and genres and has w
numerous international awards.
1998, Majidi directed Children of
Heaven, which was nominated t
receive the Academy Award fo

Though it lost to the Italian film
Life Is Beautiful by Roberto
Benigni, Children of Heaven is th
first Iranian film to have been
nominated by the Academy.

Majidi has directed several othe
feature films since Children o
Heaven: The Color of Paradise

=

Best Foreign Language Film.

aghw travels with her family from Buenos Aires
back to her small hometown outside Madrid,
ssBpmin, for a celebration. The family’s trip is
eptiegiued by unexpected events that threaten to tear
ortheptoved ones apart.

The film also stars Javier Bardem as Carolina’s husband.
The 71st Cannes Film Festival runs May 8-19.

Tehran-New De
On Trade Remec

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The Union Cabinet of India has given
its ex post facto approval to the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between India and Iran on
the establishment of an expert group on trade
remedy measures to promote cooperation in areas
of mutual interest.

The MoU was signed on February, 17, 2018 during
urtiniesisit of the President of Iran.
The MoU will promote cooperation between the
5 well countries in area of trade remedies such as
exchange of information, capacity building activities,
cooperation in investigations related to anti-dumping
1 and countervailing duty, etc.

(¢}

:Fanavaran Petroc
To Shut Its Meth:e

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

r

TEHRAN - Iran’s Fanavaran Petrochemical Company
Olwill shut its 1 million mt/year methanol plant on April
120 for 20-30 days of maintenance, according to sources
close to the company.
The plant is in the Bandar Imam Khomeini Special
Economic Zone.
Another Iranian methanol producer, Zagros
Petrochemical, will be shutting its 1.65 million mt/year
5, No. 2 plant on April 7 for 50 days, according to
industry sources.
oI India and Southeast Asia will likely see higher prices this
N week, a producer said, citing tighter spot methanol cargoes.
The methanol CFR Southeast Asia assessment
Orose $5/mt on the day to $410/mt, according to
I' S&P Global Platts.

Gasoline Const

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

n

e TEHRAN - Iranians consumed 97.1 million liters of
gasoline during the Nowruz holidays which marks the
beginning of the new calendar year in the country.

a National Iranian Oil Products Distribution

e Company has announced that the volume of gasoline

, consumption in the country has surged by 13.3

e(percent between March 21 and April 2 compared to

Zarif and Talibov had earlier in Deceml
held talks in Tehran. In that meeting, Talik
said Nakhchivan is ready to increase
cooperation with Iran in the fields of energ

tourism and transportation.

el with her brother Amir (Khatter) is put to the test. ARby Iran as its contender for the 2016 Academy Awal
)V Rahman has composed the music.
ts  The film has been doing the rounds of internation®eza Mirkarimi,
film festivals since 2017.

Majid Majidi (born 1959 in Tehran) is an Iranian filmon April 19-27. The Event will take place i

director, producer, and screenwriter who started h@harsou Cineplex in Tehran.

the 36th edition of Faj

International Film Festival will be held in Tehran

dithe same time of last year.

Presided over by Iranian film writer and director April 1 accounted for the highest amount of gasoline

consumption in the mentioned period.

Iran’s gasoline output grew by 11 million liters
following the inauguration of the Persian Gulf
Star Refinery last May.
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Puigdemont Set

For Bail in Germany

BERLIN (Dispatches) - Catalan separatist leader Carles Puigdemont is set to
walk out of German jail Friday, after judges refused his extradition to Spain
on a rebellion charge and ordered him freed on bail pending a ruling on a

lesser corruption charge.
“See you tomorrow. Thank you very much to eve

posted in Puigdemont’'s name late Thursday. It was not immediately clear

what time he would leave the prison in the northern

Prosecutors said Puigdemont had yet to post his 75,000-euro ($92,000-) bail.

Malaysian PM

KUALA LUMPUR (Reuters) - Malaysia’s Prime

tough election where the embattled leader will face
and the country’s most seasoned campaigner Mah
rybody!” read a tweet Najib, 64, burdened by a multi-billion dollar scand

town of Neumuenster.

Dissolves Parliament

Minister Najib Razak

announced the dissolution of parliament on Friday, paving the way for a

off against his gitbme
athir Mohamad.
al linked to a state fund,

is under pressure to deliver an emphatic win for his Barisan Nasional (BN)
coalition as he struggles to appease Malaysians unhappy with rising costs
and blunt the challenge from the charismatic 92-year-old Mahathir.

Clashes Erupt as Prote

Beginmn Alomg Gaza Borc

BEIRUT (AFP) - Clashes erupted as protesters
gathered along the Gaza border on Friday a week
after similar demonstrations led to violence in which

Israeli force killed 19 Palestinians, the bloodiest day

since a 2014 war.

Palestinians burned tyres and threw stones at Israeli
soldiers over the border fence, who responded with tear

gas and live fire, AFP journalists said.
One person appeared to have been shot east of G

aza

City, an AFP photographer at the scene said, but his

condition was not immediately clear.
Hundreds of protesters gathered in locations near t

he

border east of Khan Yunis, in the south of the blockaded

Palestinian enclave, and east of Gaza City.
The numbers were so far lower than last week, b

ut

more were expected in the afternoon after the main

weekly Muslim prayers.
Mounds of tyres were set up which were to be lit o

n

fire throughout the day in what Gazan protesters want

to be a smokescreen from Israeli snipers.

Israeli forces took up positions across a ridge on
the other side of the border and set up a giant fan
about two metres high in an apparent bid to push

away the smoke.

“I will be a martyr today. | will cross the border,”
Ahmed Abu Ghali, 20, who held up his shirt to show hi
still seeping wound from last week that required 4
stitches, said east of Khan Yunis.

]
0

“I was wounded last Friday but escaped yesterday

from hospital.”

Israel’'s military said in a statement that “hundreds dhe border with the Gaza Strip.”

Palestinians have been rioting in five locations alonglt added that “troops are responding with riot dispe!

Supporters Urg

rBPREHE

Lula to ResistdRyrgst rears

Silva, a fallen giant of emerging nation politics and still

For Corruption

SEOUL (Dispatches) - South Korea'’s disgraced forme

president Park Geun-hye was jailed for 24 years Frid:

for corruption, closing out a dramatic fall from grace

for the country’s first woman leader who became .

figure of public fury and ridicule.
A trial which lasted more than 10 months ended witl.

Park being found guilty on multiple criminal chargespther ... officials,” he said, referring to Park’s sec

including bribery and abuse of power. confidante and long-time friend Choi Soon-sil.
Park's successor described the sentencing as Rark, 66, was convicted of receiving or demand

- Russian Regulator
| Block Telegram Me

N CSCOV (AFP) - Russia’s
telecoms watchdog on Frida
asked a Moscow court t
block the popular messagin
app Telegram, after
deadline for it to hand ove
encryption keys to securit
services expired.

Roskomnadzor said in
statement it had filed a lawsu
“demanding the limiting of
access on Russian territory
to encrypted app Telegram.

Telegram’s self-exiled Russian founder Pavel Durov
has long said he will reject any attempt by the country
security’s services to gain backdoor access to the app.

The free instant messaging application, which lets
people exchange messages, photos and videos in
groups of up to 5,000 people, has attracted more than
200 million users since its launch in 2013.

Telegram is especially popular among political activists
of all stripes, but has also been used by jihadists.

In September 2017 the FSB security service demanded
encryption keys, Durov said, prompting a formal
complaint when the request was rejected.

Durov wrote last year that the FSB’s demands are
“technically impossible to carry out” and violate the
Russian Constitution which entitles citizens to privacy
of correspondence.

Roskomnadzor’s request is the latest move in a dispute
between Telegram and the Russian authorities as Moscow

sd)ushes to increase surveillance of internet activities.

means, and fire in accordance with the rules of engagementtast June, the watchdog threatened to ban the app for

failing to provide registration documents. Although
Telegram later registered, it stopped short of agreeing
to its data storage demands.

Companies on the register must provide the FSB with
information on user interactions.

From this year they must also store all the data of
Russian users inside the country, according to controversial
anti-terror legislation passed in 2016 which was decried
by internet companies and the opposition.

NMajor Fire
Istanmnbul H

ISTANBUL (AFP) - A huge fire on Thursday engulfed
el hospital in Istanbul forcing patients to evacuate as
firefighters battled the smoke and flames.
ng The blaze, which started in the roof, turned the side of

“heartbreaking event” for both the nation and thenore than $20 million from conglomerates, sharinghe building into a burned-out shell, sending a massive

ex-leader herself.

secret state documents with Choi, ordering officialg tblack cloud into the sky.

“The accused abused the power bestowed by tbgp offering state subsidies to “blacklisted” artists Patients, some wearing oxygen masks, were wheeled
BRASILIA (AFP) - Ex-president Luiz Inacio Lula da people -- the true ruler of this country -- to cause chaesitical of her policies, and firing officials who resistédout into the street in their sick beds while mothers were

in national administration,” said Judge Kim Se-yoon. her abuses of power.

forced to leave clutching young babies.

the frontrunner in Brazil's October presidential electiors, “Despite all these crimes the accused denied all therhe wide-ranging corruption scandal exposed shadyFirefighters used elevation lifts to try to extinguish
was given 24 hours to surrender to police and start gharges against her, displayed no remorse and shoviells between big business and politics in South Koredhe fire at the top of the multi-storey hospital building
12-year prison sentence for corruption by late Friday! an incomprehensible attitude by blaming Choi angrompting massive street protests against Park last yeir.the Gaziosmanpasa district of Istanbul.

However, cheering supporters in the leftist veteran’s
hometown Sao Bernardo do Campo urged him [to

resist arrest.

The boisterous crowd of about 2,000 Workers’ PartySO | Idarlty O bse rved Wlth KaSh m I rIS I n Te h ran

faithful stood outside the metal workers’ union
building in the town near megacity Sao Paulo, with
some vowing to shield him from police.

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

“We consider this imprisonment illegal,” said TEHRAN - The Embassy of Pakistan in Tehran organi
Workers’ Party Senator Lindbergh Farias. “Why a ceremony today to observe solidarity with the innog
would he turn himself in, given a situation like this? Kashmiris of the Indian Occupied Kashmir who ha
If they want to arrest him, to imprison him, let them been recently subjected to worst kind of brutalities.
come here.” Ambassador Asif Durrani, in his speech, paid homag

Lula, 72, waved from an upper window but by the the sacrifices of the valiant Kashmiris and said that
early hours of Friday he had yet to speak publicly. | recent brutal use of force by the Indian forces has fg

The defiant mood of protesters raised the prospedio suppress the indigenous struggle of the Kash
of a dramatic new turn in a legal battle apparentlypeople aspiring for their right to self-determination.

dooming the veteran leftist's hopes of competing in Referring to the recent brutalities and atrocities b

October presidential elections, despite his strong leadommitted against the Kashmiri people, Ambassador Durrani said that Indian forcenidndian Army,
J&K Police, Central Reserve Police force (CRPF) and Indian Occupation Forces have perpetigreaf sereor

in opinion polls.

However local officials said there were so far no
reports of casualties although some patients may have
been affected by the smoke. Speaking at the scene,
Istanbul governor Vasip Sahin said the fire services had
managed to bring the blaze partly under control.

Echoing comments by other officials, he said there
were no current reports of casualties. “So far there is no
sad news. God willing, it will stay that way,” he told the
crowds outside in comments broadcast by television.

Witnesses told Turkish television that the flames
spread rapidly around the side of the building.

“The fire was knocking against the windows. It was
terrifying,” one woman told CNN-Turk, without giving
her name. Sahin later told reporters said that the fire
had been on the outer part of the building -- rather than
the inside -- but a “lot of smoke” had penetrated inside
which emergency services were now seeking to expel.

He added that some 70 patients had been evacuated
outside and those in intensive care moved to a secure

“Lula must resist to the end. He won't run, he will and bloodshed, martyred more than 20, blinded youths by using pellet guns and injured scores of innocent pelaeefinside the hospital that was not affected.
stay here and we won't hand him over without aKashmiris in different parts of Shopian and Anantnag districts of IOK during thenasweek. The bruta
struggle,” said Adimir Jose da Silva, 57, a member |ofcrackdown against peaceful Kashmiris by the Indian forces is an attempt to subjugate and tuppuises of
the road workers union. “We'll close the street andfreedom. But, India has failed to suppress those voices. The indigenous nature of the legitimate sthggle

maybe we'll have to confront the police, why not?” Kashmiri people also belies Indian propaganda of external involvement in the freedom movement.

Farias said Lula would only decide whether {o Ambassador Durrani urged the International community to pressurize India to stop the reign of| t

surrender in the morning.
Earlier, Judge Sergio Moro, head of Brazil's huge Jammu & Kashmir under the UNSC resolutions.

He also called upon the Permanent Members of the UNSC to fulfill their commitroerssls the people of

“Car Wash” anti-graft probe, had ordered Lula {0 The Ambassador thanked the Iranian Supreme leader Ayattollah Syed Ali Khamenei ancetiteGmesrnment

“present himself voluntarily” to police in the southern for supporting the cause of the Kashmiri Muslims and condemning the recent Indian atrocities in 1OK.
Speakers, Syed Salman Naqvi and a senior student from Urdu Department, Tehran University, ireteis,sp

city of Curitiba.

The order gave Lula just 24 hours to turn himself.| ltcondemned the atrocities and human rights violations being committed by the Indian forces in the 1QIK. | I
came as a surprise to defense lawyers who'd beescholars, academicians, intellectuals, media persons, members of Pakistamirnity, Pakistani and Iranian

expecting Lula to face prison only next week.

students from Urdu Department, Tehran University participated in the event.
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Global Air Passeng
Global

ANKARA (Dispatches) - Global air passenger traffic rebounded in February after
slower demand in January, the International Air Transport Association (IATA)

er Traffi¢:Rebounds:in-February

The data revealed that monthly capacity, measuring an airline’s total passenger
capacity in kilometers, also expanded 6.3 percent in February.

OOd PPriceNew Hope for N
As High-Level T.

ON Rise 1IN N arc oo

ANKARA (Dispatches) - Global food prices continued to increase for the se

eighth round of North
cond American Free Trade

consecutive month in March, according to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization Agreement (NAFTA)

(FAO) on Thursday.

negotiations have been

The food price index averaged 172.8 points in March, up 1.1 percent from February, suspended and high-level

the FAO said in a statement.
The index also rose 0.7 percent annually in the month, the statement read.

ministerial representatives will
meet instead to push for a deal,

The FAO Food Price Index is a trade-weighted index that tracks international it was announced Thursday.

market prices of five major food commaodity groups.

Canadian Foreign Minister

“As in February, the month-on-month increase in March was driven primarily by Chrystia Freeland left for

stronger international prices of cereals and dairy whereas the prices of sug
vegetable oils fell further and those of meat rose slightly,” it said.

ar and Washington earlier in the day
to meet with her American and Mexican counterparts.

The dairy price index surged 3.3 percent or 6.2 points monthly in March as cheese Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said he
and milk powder prices went up due to lower than anticipated milk production in is optimistic that a deal can be reached sooner
New Zealand and strong global import demand, it said. rather than later.

The cereal price index rose by 2.7 percent or 4.3 points, posting a third consecutive “We are happy to engage as much as they want, to
notable monthly rise, due to unfavorable weather conditions in the U.S and Europe. move forward towards a deal,” Trudeau said,

The meat price index, on the other hand, remained stable in March compared to the speaking to reporters in Quebec City. “I believe we

previous month.

are in a moment where we’re moving forward in a

“At this level, the index is 3 percent above the corresponding month last year but significant way.”

still almost 20 percent below the peak reached in August 2014,” it added.
FAO said the vegetable oil price index slightly decreased from February to
156.8 points in March.

) _ o Freeland, U.S. Trade Representative Robert
regfqialm oil -- the most widely traded vegetable oil in the world,” the statement read. | ighthizer and Mexican Economy Secretary lidefonso
The sugar price index dropped 3.4 percent month-on-month in March due to lar@gjajardo Villarreal along with their top negotiators

“Modest price drops for soy, rape and sunflower oils were largely offset by higher priogsort availabilities. will try to get an agreement-in-principle on NAFTA.

U.S. President Donald Trump has said he would

like to announce a tentative agreement at the

Trump Seeks Another $100b in Tariffs Against China e s

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - President Donald Trumg
on Thursday ordered the U.S. Trade Representati
(USTR) to consider imposing $100 billion in additional
tariffs on Chinese products in a move likely to add fue
to an already heated trade dispute.

“In light of China’s unfair retaliation, | have
instructed the USTR to consider whether $100 billiol
of additional tariffs would be appropriate undet
section 301 and, if so, to identify the products upo
which to impose such tariffs,” Trump said in a
statement issued by the White House.

China filed a complaint earlier at the World Trade
Organization (WTO), claiming that the tariffs
Washington plans to implement would be in excess c.
the U.S." bound rates and are inconsistent with sore@ 1,300 Chinese good

eighth round of negotiations were to have taken
place April 8-18 in Washington. But a representative
Last month, the Trump administration imposed tariffs from Lighthizer’s office said high-level talks have
of 25 percent on steel and 10 percent on aluminumbeen ongoing since the previous round of
imports. In response, China said earlier this month itnegotiations ended last month.
would impose tariffs of 15-25 percent on $3 bilion “The NAFTA countries have been negotiating
worth of U.S. products. continuously on ministerial and official levels since the
Trump has long argued that trade relations with Chinalast formal negotiating round ended in March,” said
are unfair and that Chinese trade practices areEmily Davis. “Officials are continuing to meet this
contributing to the growing U.S. trade deficit. week as the renegotiation of NAFTA moves forward.”
The U.S.” monthly trade deficit grew to $57.6 billion
in February, up 1.6 percent from $56.7 billion in

January, according to data released Thursday by the France PrOV|deS 55(

Commerce Department.
This marked the highest monthly trade deficit for the 1
country since October 2008. AI d to I—e ban O n to BC

s worth $50 billion. Beijing The U.S.” annual trade deficit grew to $566 billion in

WTO articles on trade and tariffs. took retaliatory steps Wednesday and said it wouRD17 to reach its highest level since 2008. Last year, the
The U.S. Trade Representative announcefhpose 25 percent tariffs on 106 U.S. goods wortiiade deficit with China totaled $375 billion, according

Tuesday it is planning to impose 25 percent tariff$50 billion.

to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Uzbekistan Reforms FlChina Files WTO Complaint | ea

TASHKENT (Dispatches) - President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev sign

e@GENEVA (Dispatches) - China on Thursday filed a complaint with World Trade

decree on radical improvement of the Foreign Affairs system and strengthening @rgganization (WTO) over $50 billion worth of tariff measures taken by the U.S. on
responsibility in implementation of priority directions of foreign policy and foreigh300 Chinese goods.

economic activity, Uzbek media reported.

“China has requested consultations with the United States under the WTQO’s dispute

The document defines main directions of the reform. The first of them is a radiedllement mechanism regarding the United States’ tariff measucestain Chinese ~ PARIS (Dispatches) - France said on Friday it
revision of the regulatory and legal framework of activities and an organizatiog@bds,” WTO said in a statement on Thursday. would provide Lebanon 550 million euros
structure of the Foreign Ministry and foreign institutions of Uzbekistan with amccording to the statement, China claims the tariffs would be in excess of the U.$480.7 million pounds) to support economic reforms

emphasis on promoting “economic diplomacy”.

bound rates and are inconsistent with the general agreement on tariffs and trade. in @ country struggling from the impact of the war in

Another direction is the active use of tools of “public diplomacy” in promoting &The request for consultations formally initiates a dispute in the WTO. Consultatiori3€ighboring Syria.

positive international image of Uzbekistan. Another direction will be formatio

n gif/e the parties an opportunity to discuss the matter and to find a satisfadtitions International donors are looking to hold Lebanon

mechanisms for ensuring “a real protection of rights and legitimate interestsvitfiout proceeding further with litigation,” WTO said. to promises of badly needed reforms at a Paris

citizens”, maintaining a comprehensive dialogue with compatriots abroad
actively involving them in implementation of projects and programs in Uzbekis

abaifter 60 days, if consultations have failed to resolve the dispute, the complainag@nference on Friday where the Beirut government
tamay request adjudication by a panel,” the organization said. hopes to win support for a $16 billion capital

A cardinal revision of the personnel policy of the Foreign Ministry and foreigihe U.S. announced on Tuesday that it plans to impose $50 billion worth of tariffgvestment plan.

institutions is planned through the introduction of “advanced and transp
organizational and legal mechanisms for selection, training, retraining
upgrading of qualifications, rotation and formation of a long-term reserv
diplomatic personnel”.

It is planned to improve the material incentives and social protection of empl

a@mnt,300 Chinese goods. Lebanon has billed the conference as a show of
arBbme of the goods that are intended to have tariffs imposed are machinery dAternational backing for a country hosting

e edéctronics, stainless steel, iron products, aluminum alloy, hydraulic and gas turbindg? million Syrian refugees and an economy hit by
aircraft propellers, dryers, water heaters, dishwashers and textile machines. the fallout of Syria's seven-year-old war.

pyelesesponse to U.S. tariffs on Chinese imports, China took retaliatory steps early Wednesddyrance will announce a substantial effort of

of the diplomatic service bodies, as well as the creation of decent conditions for #relrsaid it would impose 25 percent tariffs on 106 U.S. goods worth $50 billion. 400 million euros in concessionary loans and

effective work. In addition, it is planned to widely implement modern informal
and communication technologies to improve the provision of public services.

tiorEarlier this week, Beijing imposed tariffs on $3 billion worth of U.S. products in150 million euros in donations to match its

response to the Trump administration’s tariffs on steel and aluminum imports. ~ ambitions for Lebanon,” Jean-Yves Le Drian told
the opening of the conference.

Lebanon, which has one of the highest levels of
state debt in the world, is hoping to secure support
for the first phase of the capital investment plan,
costed at $10 billion, to revamp infrastructure.
Projects include roads, power generation capacity
and public transport.

“We are a little country facing enormous political,
economic and security challenges and these
challenges are exacerbated by the war in Syria and
the crisis of displaced Syrians in Lebanon,”
Lebanon’s Prime Minister Saad al-Hariri said,
calling for substantial financial support from the
international community.

“Lebanon’s recovery must start ... the challenge
today is to reverse the (negative) trend in terms of
growth, poverty and unemployment and the
government must play the main role.”

Lebanon seeks one third of the support from
private sector investment and the rest from grants
and concessional funding.
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TEHRAN (Tasnim) — A UN official in a phone conversation with Iran’s L
Ambassador Gholam Ali Khoshroo on Thursday discussed Tehran’s offer to s

UN, Iran Discuss Humanitarian Aid for Yemen

NEW YORK (AFP) - Facebook said Wednesday the personal data of up to
87 million users was improperly shared with British political consultancy Cambridge
Analytica, as Mark Zuckerberg defended his leadership at the huge social network.

Facebook’s estimate was far higher than news reports suggesting 50 million users
may have been affected in the privacy scandal which has roiled the company and
sparked questions for the entire internet sector on data protection.

Zuckerberg told reporters on a conference call he accepted responsibility for the
failure to protect user data but maintained that he was still the besh pelsad the

Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Steph
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s recent

network of two billion users.

“l think life is about learning from the mistakes and figuring out how to move
forward,” he said in response to a question on his ability to lead the company.

“When you're building something like Facebook which is unprecedented in the
world, there are things that you're going to mess up... What | think people should

hold us accountable for is if we are learning from our mistakes.”

Zuckerberg said 87 million was a high estimate of those affected by the breach,
based on the maximum number of connections to users who downloaded an

academic researcher’s quiz that scooped up personal profiles.
“I'm quite confident it will not be more than 87 million, it could well be
he said.

To remedy the problem, Zuckerberg said Facebook must “rethink our relationsiiprivate data by the consulting group working for Donald Trump’s 2016 campa

with people across everything we do” and that it will take a number of
regain user trust.

The new estimate came as Facebook unveiled clearer terms of service to endbémbridge Analytica did not use GSR (Global Science Research) Facebook ! S IS . .
Zuckerhaygderivatives of this data in the US presidential election,” the company saliAM wishes to pursue its aim of creating a fair

users to better understand data sharing, and as a congressional panel said
would appear next week to address privacy issues.

Facebook has been scrambling for weeks in the face of the disclosures on hijacking7 million.”

less,”

itarian aid to Yemeni people who are in dire situation under Saudi asst
hroo and the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanit.

en O’Brien talked about Ira
letter to the UN chief.

FROM PAGE 1

The senior diplomat warned that the U.S. does not
observe its international commitments with regard to
international security, adding that Washingtan’s
allocation of $1.2 trillion to proliferation of nuclear
weapons will lead to a new global arms race.
He called on the NAM members to utilize the
existing mechanisms, including the UN, to hol
high-level conference on the issue of non-proliferation.
The Non-Aligned Movement should resolutely
pursue its disarmament priorities through existing
mechanisms, including the UN High-Level
Conference on Nuclear Disarmament, said Zarif.
He made the remarks addressing the Mid-Term
Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM), titled “Promoting international peace
security for sustainable development” in Baku.
“In the field of disarmament, the growing contempt
of the U.S. government for international obligations
and its plans to spend $1.2 trillion to modernize and
build new nuclear weapons will lead to a new nuclear
arms race. Our Movement should resolutely pursue its
disarmament priorities through existing mechanisms,
including the UN High-Level Conference on Nuclear
Disarmament,” noted the minister.
ighurther, Zarif called on the NAM to promote multilateralism.

years The British firm responded to the Facebook announcement by repeating its claivAM must continue to be at the forefront of

that it did not use data from the social network in the 2016 election.

promoting multilateral decision-making, resisting the
rigitey unilateralism. This is of great importanc

a tweet. “Cambridge Analytica licensed data from GSR for 30 million individuagsjuitable world order and global democratic

Bollywood Star Sentenced to F

NEW DELHI (Dispatches) - Bollywood superstar
Salman Khan was sentenced to five years prison
on Thursday for killing endangered wildlife nearly
20 years ago, stunning India’s film industry and his
die-hard fans.

Khan, regarded as the bad boy of Indian cinema, was
taken into police custody and driven to jail after the
sentencing amid chaotic scenes outside the court in
Rajasthan state.

His defense team said Khan, one of Bollywood’s most
bankable stars, would appeal against the conviction in a
higher court on Friday.

“We will argue the case. He has been convicted
wrongly by the lower court. Much of the evidence on

record was not properly dealt with,” Mahesh Bora, oneThe court also handed Khan -- who earnedHis defense lawyers had suggested the black buc
of Khan’s lawyers, told reporters outside the court 837 million in 2017, according to Forbes -- a fine ohad died of natural causes such as overeating, claimi

the northwestern city of Jodhpur. 10,000 rupees ($150).

FROM PAGE 1

All four refiners imported about 205,600 bpd Iranian oil in the prev
fiscal year.

Iran, which used to be the second-biggest oil supplier to India b
sanctions, has been gradually growing back its market sha
New Delhi since the lifting of sanctions against the Islamic state in 2
becoming the No. 3 supplier to India in 2016/17 after Saudi Arabia and
government data shows.

Official government data for 2017/18 is not yet available but information
sources showed Iran remained the third-biggest oil exporter to India ¢
April 2017-February 2018, while Iraq replaced Saudi Arabia as top suppl

State refiners, which account for two-thirds of India’s 5 million bpd refi
capacity, last year curbed imports from Iran in protest at Tehran’s move to

minister Dharmendra Pradhan in February, after a meeting with his Ir
counterpart Bijan Zanganeh in New Delhi, said state-refiners will [
purchases in the current fiscal year as Iran sweetened terms. Zanganeh
Indian refiners - state-owned and private - will buy about 500,000 by
Iranian oil in 2018/19.

India’s overall purchase from Iran could cross 600,000 bpd, one of the s
said. “Terms offered by Iranians are better compared to other produ
Iranian crude suits us,” one of the sources said.

Indian refiners usually secure higher volumes than those agreed unde
deals, spurred by strong domestic fuel demand.

Also, several private refiners which previously sourced oil from Venez
have turned to Iran to make up for low supplies from the ailing L
American nation.

Following are the details of India’s planned impori®m Iran in
2018/19 compared with volumes in the past fiscal year. Volumes d
include condensate.

sales as fraudulent gold trades and food-aid transactions.
“At a time when the United States and the community of nations ngaged

its malign and deadly activities,” including its alleged pursuit of nualeapons

development rights for the giant Farzad B gas field to others. But Indian

Ive Years for Killing  Antelopes

Hundreds of police were deployed outside to kee
back fans of the body-building actor best known for hi

macho roles. Khan, who wore black sunglasses and g,

figure-hugging black shirt, was escorted under heav

guard to jail where he will spent the night behind bars.

The case has gripped celebrity-obsessed India for yea

antelopes known as black bucks during an allege
hunting safari in 1998.
The four other Bollywood stars -- Saif Ali Khan,

The 52-year-old bachelor has denied killing the rare(g

Sonali Bendre, Tabu and Neelam Kothari -- also

accused in the case were acquitted for lack of evidenc
Khan has accused Rajasthan’s forest department
trying to frame him.

there was no evidence the animals were shot.

ltaly’s Five Star Jostle as Government Talks Falil

ROME (Dispatches) - Anti-establishment and far-right leaders stood firm Thursc
jouin a battle for the upper hand after talks with the president on who can lead a
Italian government fell flat.

»01with the M5S.

Ire Di Maio’s M5S, Italy’s largest single party after picking up just under 33 percent
the vote in last month’s election, is staunchly opposed to working with the 81-year

fromedia magnate and wants to break up the right-wing coalition that garne

juri37 percent of votes at the polls.

er. “I don't recognize the right-wing coalition. They had three different prim

nhiniministerial candidates and three different programs,” said Di Maio to repditers a

gfmeeting President Sergio Mattarella on Thursday afternoon.

“They also have completely different ideas, such as on workin

ani\vith the M5S.”
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efg Five Star Movement (M5S) leader Luigi Di Maio called on right-wing leader
e Matteo Salvini to ditch coalition partner Silvio Berlusconi, and “change Italy”

governance,” he said.
Zarif pointed out that a paradigm shift to regional
cooperation and integration is imperative.
“We need to strengthen our neighborhoods through an
inclusive paradigm of respecting the interests of each
other and rejecting the outdated paradigm of hegemony
and exclusion that only creates tension and leads to
Eblestructive arms race. For our immediate neighborhood,
"we have proposed a regional dialogue forum to redress
e dialogue deficit through engagement and
¥:onfidence-building measures,” he added.
“The previous wave of unilateralism in early 2000s
"Sestabilized our region in catastrophic proportions,
ave rise to violent extremism and terrorism and
xacerbated tensions and crises in West Asia and
beyond. Even today and despite the territorial defeat
of Daesh (IS terrorist organization) by the valiant
resistance of the Iragi and Syrian people, our region
% still suffering from the remnants of terrorist groups
s well as their suspicious relocations.”
Unpredictability -- due to mutually reinforcing
Ksnilateral impulsive measures and continued
N&xtremism and terrorism — has exacerbated chronic
challenges and uncertainties in West Asia and North
Africa, said Zarif.
NAM participating states, representatives| of
observer states and international organizations,
countries and institutions invited as special guests
jwiII take part in the Mid-Term Ministerial Conference,
n%\ilch will be held on April 5-6.

FROM PAGE 1

of
-dlle SAKO Desalination and Power Plant when
reeimpleted will address the growing domestic water
scarcity in Iran and serve industries in the
eSouth East of Iran.
The contract is expected to be fulfilled over two to
three years and contribute positively to the group’s
§inancials for the financial year ending Dec 2018.
Shares in Hyflux closed at 25 cents flat on Friday.

2r t textiles, SMEs and ICTs have already begun seeking engagemeseis session of
with Zimbabwean countries.

ati their readiness to have cooperation with Zimbabwe counterparts. Tsaig Ambassado

relations between two countries especially trade,” he said. of the investmen

FROM PAGE 1

U.S. prosecutors accused Atilla, 47, of conspiring with Turkish-Iranian gold traaled support for terrorist groups, “Atilla was a key player in massively underminignhattan.In a court filing last week, Atilla’s lawyers urged leniency, sayi
Reza Zarrab from 2010 to 2015 to help Iran evade sanctions by disguising thasie efforts,” prosecutors said in a court filing. Iran has denied pursuing nuaase did not involve “economic crimes” or a “crime of American disloyal
weapons or supporting terrorists. The case exposed, however, how highdbeglclient, a Turkish national, and that “no victims” suffered a financial loss.
Iranian officials allegedly maneuvered to get around U.S. sanctions which prohibtiey also said a lengthy sentence would keep Atilla, who has been detained by
in the momentous undertaking of depriving the government of Iran of fundingTehran from using the U.S. dollar or U.S. financial institutions in global trade.U.S. authorities already for a year, more than 8,000 kilometers away from his wife
Atilla is to be sentenced on April 11 by U.S. District Judge Richard Bermaraimd only son for too long.

cel Ambassador Erfanian said Iranian companies which have been tryifi§s you are aware more than two years ago in 2015 we had the 8th
to grow cooperation in areas such as agri-related technologeession of the Joint Commission here in Zimbabwe and we would h

ve the
the joint commission in Tehran and we are happy to

welcome the Zimbabweans. We are ready to have the next commission, |
ue “I would like to tell you that recently some Iranian companies showgdnk it will help promote the trade relations between the two countries,”

r Erfanian.

started negotiations and we hope we will be able to achieve our goals in tren has been assisting Zimbabwe in a number of areas and the majority

ts have been as a result of a Joint Permanent Commission

0 The Iranian Ambassador said his country is ready to host the Jestablished in 1991. Zimbabwe and Iran are both under U.S. sanctions and
Permanent Commission to promote trade between the two countries. the two countries have used this to strengthen their political relations.
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Cornet Upsets

NEWS

iverpool Face Anxious

Garcia in Charleston

M Licence HoLDER: SoKHAN GOSTAR INSTITUTE

Wait Over Salah Injury

ARLESTON (Dispatches) - France’s Alize Cornet upset her

op-seeded compatriot Caroline Garcia 5-7 6-1 6-4 at tt
Charleston Open on Thursday to set up a quarter-final with Ki
Bertens, who defeated qualifier Fanny Stollar in straight| se
earlier in the day. World number seven Garcia raced to a 4-0 le
in the first set before Cornet found her feet. The 28-year-o
Cornet, who excels on clay courts like the ones at the Family Cir
Tennis Center, was able to break Garcia’s serve twice in secc
and third sets and cruised to the win as errors by Garcia begai
pile up late in the match.
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ONDON (Dispatches) - Liverpool's Mohamed Salah has
E-Mail Address: assured Juergen Klopp he’s “all fine, all good” after picking
info@irannewsdaily.com up an injury during the Champions League clash with Manchester
ISSN 1024-6053 City, yet the manager admits he is concerned over the fithess of
P.O. Box: 15875-8551 his leading scorer. Salah limped off seven minutes after the
Address: No 13, Pajouhesh St., interval at Anfield on Wednesday, after the Egyptian had scored the
Golestan Il St, Golestan St.Marzdaran opening goal in Liverpool's 3-0 win over Pep Guardiola’s side in

the first leg of the quarter-final. Klopp confirmed the 25-year-old,
who has scored 38 goals for Liverpool in all competitions this
season, will be assessed in the coming days ahead of their Premier
League clash against local rivals Everton at Goodison Park.
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Vettel Targe
Success In

ANAMA (Dispatches) - Sebastian Vettel will

make his 200th Formula One race start on
Sunday in Bahrain, a milestone the Ferrari driver
thought he had already celebrated and would be
happy to repeat if the result is the same.

“l thought | had the 200th already in Australia
(two weeks ago) as somebody was saying. So maybe
I have twice the 200,” the German told reporters.

“If we have the same result as well, then
I’'m looking forward to it.”

The season-opener in Melbourne was the 200th
race Vettel had entered but Sunday’s race at Sakhir
will be the 200th the four times world champion has
actually started since his debut in 2007.

Vettel won at Albert Park, snatching victory from
Mercedes rival Lewis Hamilton thanks to a
fortunately-timed virtual safety car that handed him,
as Vettel himself conceded, a decisive lucky break.

With Hamilton’s Mercedes enjoying a clear speed
advantage over Ferrari in Australia, Vettel might
need another dose of luck on Sunday.

“We have enough clever people to know that we
are not quick enough yet,” said the German,
pegging Mercedes’ advantage at between three and
four tenths of a second.

“It's also a no-brainer that... Mercedes at this stage
is quicker.”

BReRan Al
On Europa

11-Year-Old P r?ﬂiﬁyjﬁéh

e Marg n Thursday.

With I ab I e I e l SSW\I/He continent's second-ti@vas a good pace in the first half, the two teams gave
i as“th litst route to Championsverything which is why is was such a spectacular

tar Wins India Media
Rights for $945m

BAI (Dispatches)

etico Close |
League Semiss =

digital rights for cricket in
India for the next five years
on Thursday with a $945
million (672.93 million
pounds) bid to complete
their stranglehold on the
coverage of the game in its
commercial home.

“Star India bags BCCI
India International and
Domestic media rights for INR 6138.1 crore for the
next five years,” the Indian cricket board (BCCI)
tweeted at the end of the three-day e-bidding, a first
in cricket.

The highest bid fell short of the billion dollar mark
but means the broadcasters will pay $9.24 million for
every international match in the 2018-2023 period.

Six companies, including Facebook and Google,
initially entered the fray to bid for 102 matches in India.

Following scrutiny, Star India Private Ltd,
Reliance Industries Limited, and Sony Pictures
Networks India Private Limited were found eligible
to submit online financial bids.

ONDON (Dispatches) - Heavyweights Arsenal, ‘I like to make those late runs into the box, | had plenty

Atletico Madrid and Lazio took big steps towardof opportunities but | am glad | was able to contribute to
reaching the Europa League semi-finals aftehe team,” he told BT Sport. “We know it will be difficult
RB Leipzigin Russia, but we have put ourselves in a good position.
r OlympiqueArsenal manager Arsene Wenger was also a happy man

.Nadal to Play
At Davis Cup

ADRID (Dispatches)
- Rafael Nadal faces

“l think we have done enough of a job tonight, there

ONDON (AFP) - Eleven-year-old table tennis

prodigy Anna Hursey made her mark at the
Commonwealth Games as she helped pull off a
hard-fought doubles win for Wales on Thursday.

The schoolgirl, the youngest athlete at these
Games and thought to be the youngest in the
competition’s history, partnered with Charlotte
Carey in the women’s team event.

Carey and Hursey were 2-0 up against India’s
Madhurika Patkar and Mouma Das before being
pegged back to 2-2, but they grittily won the last
game 13-11 to seal the match.

Although it was Wales'’s lone success, as India

League football next season, Arsenal beat CSKifst half,” he said. Atletico, second in Spain’s La
Moscow 4-1 with a blistering first-half performance. Liga, extended their winning home streak in all
Atletico, the 2012 Europa League winners, brushezbmpetitions to nine games after Koke scored inside
aside Sporting Lisbon 2-0 while late goals from Felipthe opening 30 seconds and Antoine Griezmann
Anderson and Ciro Immobile gave Lazio a 4-2 wiradded the second shortly before halftime.
over Salzburg after the visiting Austrians had twice Both scorers took advantage of sloppy defending,
drawn level. with Diego Costa setting up Koke for the opener
Wales midfielder Aaron Ramsey and France strikavhile Griezmann capitalised on an error by fellow
Alexandre Lacazette scored two goals each férenchman Jeremy Mathieu to fire a crisp low shot
Arsenal, cancelling out a superb free kick by CSKAmto the bottom corner.
midfielder Aleksandr Golovin at the Emirates stadium. Italy’s Lazio ended Salzburg’s 35-game unbeaten run
Germany forward Mesut Ozil also shone astretching back to August after the Austrian side were
Arsenal’s crisp one-touch passing repeatedly carvingndone by late goals from Anderson and Immobile.

a potentially season-
defining Davis Cup
weekend as the 16-time
Grand Slam champion
returns for his first
appearance since hobbling
out of the Australian Open
in January with a crippling
hip injury.

The 31-year-old Nadal
leads Spain into a home
quarter-final against Germany at Valencia’s iconic

open a cumbersome Russian defence.

Marco Parolo scored the game’s most eye-catching goal Plaza de Toros bullring, boasting a remarkable

won the three singles matches to take the tie 3-1, it
was an important step forward for Hursey.

Standing just 1.60 metres (5ft 3in) tall, the Cardiff
schoolgirl is known as a tenacious competitor,
having already broken records by appearing at last
year's European championships.

“She’s taking it in her stride really,” Welsh coach
Stephen Jenkins told AFP earlier.

“She is actually really mature for her age. It's just
inside her -- she’s mentally strong.”

UEFA Charge Liverpool
After Objects Thrown at
Man City Bus

ONDON (Reuters) - UEFA opened disciplinary

Ramsey fired Arsenal ahead before Golovimith a cheeky back-heel to give Lazio a 2-1 lead after a 'ecord in the tournament. - _
equalised with an unstoppable shot into the top corndalon Berisha penalty had cancelled out Senad Lulic's He is on a 22-match winning streak in singles with
from 25 metres. opener in Rome. Takumi Minamino made it 2-2 as his only loss coming on debut for five-time

Lacazette restored Arsenal's lead with a penalty amdventurous Salzburg looked like causing an upset before champions Spain back in 2004. However, it's recent
unleashed a swerving left-foot shot to make it 4-1 afténderson and Immobile struck in quick succession. history which now concerns Nadal.

Ramsey had scored his second, dispatching a brilliant IGlermany’s Leipzig, playing in European competition for ~ He may be back at world number one, but Nadal
over CSKA keeper Igor Akinfeev with his back to goal. the first time, put themselves in a good position to progress 'S far from fully recovered from the hip problem

Ramsey, who hit the woodwork in the second hatffter a Timo Wemer goal on the stroke of halftime sank Which forced him to sit out the Indian Wells and
when Akinfeev made several fine saves, was delightedarseille. The second legs take place next Thursday. Miami Masters.

City Can Rescue
Quarter-Final
Tie at Etihad

ONDON (Dispatches) - Kevin de Bruyne has

proceedings against Liverpool on Thursday, a day
after fans threw objects at Manchester City’s team bus
ahead of their Champions League quarter-final first leg
at Anfield.

Liverpool have been charged by European soccer’s
governing body with setting off fireworks, throwing
objects, acts of damage and crowd disturbances and the
case will be dealt with by UEFA's Control, Ethics and
Disciplinary Body on May 31.

Liverpool fans organized a “coach welcome” for both teams, lining a side street wherenthieusss were
known to be arriving at the ground. Merseyside Police, who confirmed two officers were injunednitient,
announced the route the team buses would take to the stadium before the match.

Liverpool fans set off red flares and sang their club’s songs before the City cosed and beer cans and
least one bottle were thrown at the bus. Liverpool apologized to Manchester City for the incident

insisted Manchester City can overcome a 3-0 first-

leg deficit to Liverpool and turn their Champions
League quarter-final around.

English champions-elect City suffered a thumping
defeat away to their Premier League rivals on Wednesday
in yet another memorable European night at Anfield.

The return leg takes place at the Etihad on Tuesday
and, by then, City could have secured the Premier
League title with six games to spare if they beat local
rivals Manchester United on Saturday.

City and Belgium midfielder De Bruyne is well aware of the scale of the task confrontinguBegidka’s side
but stressed it was not beyond them.
at “We know it's going to be difficult. We need to focus on Saturday and then weymdizerything in our power
to get a result against Liverpool,” De Bruyne said.

The crowd trouble outside the stadium marred Liverpool's comprehensive 3-0 victory over their Premier\aague ri‘They are going to be the big favourites but | think we have played a lot of games where it was possible to sc

City’s coach providers sent another bus to take the visitors home as the one they had arn
had been damaged.
Earlier on Thursday, Merseyside Police issued an appeal for footage of the incident on theirToffitzal

ivildeangoals, so why not?” he added. “Obviously they have a big advantage. It's not impossible, uffs diffic
“You never know. The way this team plays, everything is possible. But it's going to need somethilg spec
Liverpool were roared on by a raucous crowd at Anfield and De Bruyne hopes the tables will be turned by C

account, asking any supporters who may have filmed the trouble to send their videos to a dedidatddressa

supporters at the Etihad.



