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ANKARA (Dispatches) - A state-owned Turkish bank, where a senior executive allegedly violated Iran 
sanctions, has hired Ballard Partners, a lobbying firm with ties to President Trump.

Former Democratic Rep. Robert Wexler (Fla.) will be handling the account for Halkbank, and the firm is 
earning $375,000 per quarter for its work — a sizable amount even for a foreign lobbying contract.

Ballard Partners “will provide principal with advocacy services relative to their commercial activities in the 
United States, and any necessary and appropriate interactions with officials in the United States government 
related to those activities,” according to documents submitted to the Justice Department.

The president of Ballard Partners, Brian Ballard, is a top fundraiser for President Trump and served as vice 
chairman of his inaugural committee and as a member of the Presidential Finance Transition Committee.

Wexler already represents the government of Turkey at the firm, and called the new contract a “natural 
extension” of that work. “Our representation of the government of Turkey as well as Halkbank is all done for 
the purposes of enhancing the bilateral relationship of the U.S. and Turkey on a geopolitical, strategic, and 
commercial level — that’s the focus,” he said, adding that it’s “desperately needed at this time.”

The government of Turkey’s contract is worth another $375,000 per quarter.
Several U.S. agencies have regulatory oversight over Halkbank, including the Treasury Department 

and the State Department, but Wexler said he’s not authorized to talk publicly about his specific work 
on behalf of the client.

Enemy Ground Attack  
On Iran “Unlikely”

TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran has discovered a new iron 
ore mine in the central city of Yazd, estimated to hold 2 
billion tons of reserves with iron content of 70 percent, 
an official says.

The reserves were discovered recently at a depth of 
1,500 km, Director General of Industry, Mine and Trade 
of Yazd Province Mohammad Reza Alamdar-Yazdi told 
a news conference.

The official described the mine “unique” in terms of 
reserves and iron content in the world, saying it will help 
the capacities of Yazd and Iran in general in a “huge” way, 
where the country’s total reserves of iron ore - the steel-
making ingredients - are already more than 3 billion tons.

“Altogether, 90 percent of the Yazd province is a 
mineral-bearing area, where 28 promising and 
significant areas have been explored so far,” Mehr news 
agency quoted him as saying.

The iron ore reserves of Golgohar in Kerman in  
south-central Iran are one of the world’s largest, yielding 
up to five million tons a year.  

TEHRAN (Shana) - A senior official with the National 
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) says Iran’s oil industry 
must expect an unprecedented boom given the eagerness 
of foreign companies to develop projects in the Middle 
Eastern oil-rich country and ongoing talks with them.

“My estimation is that within the next two years, the 
industry will witness an unprecedented boom,” said Amir 
Hossein Zamaninia, deputy petroleum minister for 
international affairs and trading. Speaking to Shana on the 
current state of investments in Iran’s oil and energy sector, 
the official said Iran is in a good state given the political 
conditions and ongoing negotiations with foreign companies 
to develop oil/gas projects.

LAHORE (Dispatches) - The All Pakistan Cement 
Manufacturers Association (APCMA) has said that 
weak border controls and lax customs vigilance have 
been allowing entry of cement from Iran at unfair 
valuations, hurting the local cement industry.

This association urged the government to support the 
industry by placing anti-dumping duty on the Iranian 
cement and reducing taxes to make the cement more 
affordable for consumers, which will increase its demand 
and result in capacity enhancement of the industry, thus 
creating more job opportunities.

BEIRUT (Dispatches) - Lebanon’s Prime Minister 
Saad Hariri has rejected Israel’s claims that Iran is 
building factories to produce missiles in Lebanese 
territory, accusing the Israeli regime of carrying out 
“deception campaigns.” 
In an interview with French daily Le Monde, which was 
published on Friday, Hariri said Israel “knows very well 
there are no missile factories in Lebanon.” During a meeting 
with United Nations (UN) Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres in Jerusalem al-Quds earlier this week, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had claimed that Iran 
was “building sites to produce precision-guided missiles...  
in both Syria and in Lebanon.”

ASTANA (Dispatches) - The next round of negotiations 
between Russia, Turkey and Iran on the Syrian conflict 
will take place in Astana, Kazakhstan mid-September, 
focusing on deployment of the respective countries’ 
military forces and maintaining de-escalation zones.

“According to the information from the guarantor 
states, during the upcoming meeting they plan to review 
several documents covering the work of de-escalation 
control forces, and continue work on agreeing the 
make-up of control forces in Idlib,” the Kazakh Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement issued .

Moscow, Ankara and Tehran plan to map out 
de-escalation zones in Idlib, Homs and Eastern 
Ghouta, and discuss other matters such as prisoner 
exchange, it said.

BEIJING (Dispatches) - China has hailed Iran’s 
commitment to the 2015 nuclear deal, as verified by 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
urging all parties to continue to honor their 
contractual obligations.

The IAEA is tasked with monitoring Iranian 
compliance with the landmark deal, officially called the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). The 
atomic agency has verified continued Iranian 
compliance in its latest report, which has been sent to 
IAEA members and obtained by the media.

Addressing a regular press conference on Friday, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying 
said, “China has noted the latest report submitted by the 
IAEA director general, which once again confirmed 
Iran’s compliance with the JCPOA.”

 “China welcomes that and commends the efforts 
made by Iran and the IAEA,” Hua said, adding, “We 
hope that all relevant parties could carry on with their 
implementation of the JCPOA, and that the IAEA could 
continue honoring its obligations with an objective, 
unbiased, and professional attitude.”
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Iran’s Chamber of Commerce Is 

Prepping Up to Dispatch a Trade 

Delegation to Belarus for a Three-Day 

Visit on October 10 for Boosting 

Trade Cooperation With Belarus

Iran’s Non-Oil Exports, Including 

Gas Condensates, Have Reached 

$17.193 Billion During the First 

Five Months of the Current Fiscal 

Year (Started March 20, 2017)

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - A top Iranian commander says the enemies are unlikely to mount a ground attack on Iran should they 
opt to launch aggression against the country.

Addressing a group of officers in Tehran on Saturday, senior Iranian military commander Major General 
Mohammad Baqeri stressed that the enemies of Iran are unlikely to launch a ground attack on the country.

“[Even] if there should be a very low possibility of the enemies attacking us, the aggression won’t be a land 
offensive because in case of ground attack they will face [our] brave troops,” said General Baqeri who is the Chief 
of the General Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces.

“We thank God Almighty that in a world where the global hegemony is led by unwise powers, and they won’t 
dare attack Iran as they have come to the conclusion that launching aggression against the Islamic Republic will 
have huge costs for them,” he said, according to Tasnim.

“Even if they initiate an aggression, it won’t be up to them to end it, and they won’t be able to limit the war 
zone to Iran’s borders, and they won’t be able to determine the priorities of war, and that’s due to the privilege of 
deterrence that Iran has,” said the top general.

He also said that Iran enjoys a safe airspace. Talking to reporters on the sideline of his visit to the home-grown 
and the state-of-the-art achievements of Khatam ul-Anbiya Air Defense Base, Baqeri said Iran enjoys the safest 
sky in the Southwest Asia.

Thanks to Iran’s safe situation, Armed Forces chief said a number of international flights are using the Islamic 
Republic’s air space, which is a source of honor for our country.

Baqeri underlined that so far several measures have been implemented in the research and production arenas 
aimed at producing the latest international air defense base to defuse the trans-regional threats.

‘Today our country is passing through a sensitive and vital period and the army plays the role of deterrence 
against the enemies’ threats and global arrogance,’ he added. ‘The enemies should come to the conclusion that 
the cost of an aggression on Iran is much higher than its benefits for them,’ Baqeri said.
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Sympathy With Flood-Hit People of India, Nepal, Pakistan

French Embassy Denies
ISNA* -  The French Embassy in Iran has rejected 
accusations of fraud in its outsourced visa section 
in a statement on its official website.  

The embassy has entrusted visa-related tasks to 
the private VFS Global Company located in 
Tehran’s uptown Palladium Shopping Center 
since 18 July.

An applicant, who had recently referred to the 
VFS office, criticized the embassy for creating a 
black market.

Jamshid Moradian, a sculptor, had told the news 
agency that in and around the VFS office whose 
staff is Iranian, middlemen offer quick visas in 
return for €1,800 ($2,140).

“Before, applicants would simply refer to the 
embassy and obtain a visa for €60 ($71),” he said, 
urging the Foreign Ministry to investigate the 
profiteering scam.

The French Embassy has dismissed the charges, 
maintaining that the report has been based on the 
personal observation of a single applicant and is 
therefore baseless.

According to the embassy’s announcement, 
VFS Global is the only office qualified to 
receive and process applicants’ documents and 
set appointments for visa interview through a 
safe procedure for €25 ($30), in addition to the 
€60 for visa issuance.

Solar Power Plant  
In Persian Gulf

IRNA* -  Iran has started the construction of a 
10-megawatt solar power plant on Qeshm 
Island, the first photovoltaic power station on 
the Persian Gulf island.

Hamidreza Momeni, Managing Director of 
Qeshm Free Trade Zone, said on the sidelines of the 
ceremony for the project that the plant will be built 
in an area of about 150,000 square metres in Tula 
industrial town on Qeshm Island, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

A domestic energy company will carry out the 
project in two phases, employing Italian and 
German technology, Momeni said.

The first phase of the project, which requires 
about $2.6 million in investment, is planned to go 
on stream in one year, he said.

Chabahar-Zahedan  
Railway Construction

IRNA* -  Deputy Minister of Road and Urban 
Development Kheirollah Khademi urged India to 
accelerate implementation of construction of 
Chabahar-Zahedan railway.

All paths leading to port and railway should be 
connected to Afghanistan to develop eastern area 
and to finalize north-south corridor, Khademi said 
in New Delhi.

He suggested producing 100,000 tons rail in 
Esfahan Steel Company.

Khademi also expressed Iran’s readiness to 
purchase locomotive from India.

Khademi, heading a high-ranking delegation, 
took a trip to India to pursue agreements signed 
between two countries.

Boosting Economic Ties  
With Neighboring States

FARS* - Vice President Mohammad Nahavandian 
underlined that the new Iranian government is 
planning to broaden economic and trade cooperation 
with the regional countries

“The government is trying to pave the way for 
the businessmen to get familiar with the 
neighboring countries’ markets by maintaining 
constant contacts with them,” Nahavandian, 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s deputy for 
economic affairs, said.

He reiterated that the Iranian government is 
paving the way for the private sector to take the 
best advantage of the current situation, and said, 
“Iran is facilitating the presence of foreign 
investors in the country.”

TEHRAN (MNA) – President Rouhani sent a message to the President of Vietnam Truong Tan Sang and 
congratulated to him and the people of Vietnam the country’s National Day.

I sincerely congratulate the National Day of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to your Excellency and the people 
of your country, the message reads.

Expressing happiness over close ties between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
Rouhani hoped the two countries would witness growing ties and cooperation in all aspects of political, economic 
and cultural fields with firm determination.

President Rouhani further wished the best for Tan Sang, Vietnamese government and people from all walks of 
the life. “I wish for health, success and prosperity for Vietnamese government and people.”

September 2nd, 1945 is an important landmark marking a major turning point of Vietnam. It was an establishment 
day of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and is also considered the National Independence Day of the current 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam. President Ho Chi Minh read the Declaration of Independence at Ba Dinh Square, 
officially claiming the independence and sovereignty of Vietnam from France and Japan.

President Felicitates Vietnamese Counterpart on National D ay

President Hassan Rouhani made the remarks while receiving Speaker of the National 
Assembly of South Africa Baleka Mbete in Tehran on Saturday.

Mr. Rouhani referred to economy, mining, and energy as the areas of mutual interest 
for joint initiatives and export of technical and engineering services.

Referring to the support of the Iranian nation for anti-apartheid fights of South 
African people under Nelson Mandela, President Rouhani voiced content with the 
development and boost of Tehran-Pretoria ties in the years after the Islamic 
Revolution of 1979.

Pointing to the last year visit of South African president to Tehran, he described the 
visit highly efficient for improving the bilateral friendly ties.

Rouhani also touched upon financial relations between the two countries and voiced 
hope for further increase in bilateral banking relations.

“Improving joint cooperation in tourism, the people of the two countries  
can get familiar with cultural, natural and historic attractions of each country, 
so that the relations may get stronger and cemented,” reiterated the  
Iranian president.

Saying that Iran and South Africa share same grounds on a host of international and 
regional issues, the Iranian top executive asserted that the two countries can share 
initiatives in the international communities to contribute to global peace and stability 
and to secure the interests of developing countries.

Baleka Mbete, for her part, voiced the resolute will of Pretoria for significant 
development and enhancement of relations with Tehran.

She also articulated the eager voice of her country’s people and president for Dr. 
Rouhani’s visit to South Africa.

“We are willing to have broader and deeper ties with Tehran and South Africa’s 
National Assembly backs the efforts for this cause. She asserted that the member of 
the National Assembly of South Africa are eager for Iran’s more involvement in 
developing projects of their country.

TEHRAN (IRNA) – Majlis Speaker on Saturday 
urged cooperation in fighting terrorism with South 
Africa and praised former’s stance on defending 
Palestinians’ rights.

‘Various spheres of investment between the two 
countries were discussed with South Africa’s Parliament 
Speaker,’ Larijani told reporters in a joint press 
conference, describing his talks with his African 
counterpart Baleka Mbet as ‘satisfactory’.

The two parliament speakers also discussed trade 
cooperation as emphasized by the two countries’ 
presidents, especially with regard to electricity power, 
he added.

‘The two countries can have good cooperation in the 
gas, oil and transportation, with investment in the 
sectors,’ Larijani said.

The Iranian Speaker evaluated Iran-South Africa 
parliamentary ties and cooperation as ‘positive’ and 
expressed hope that the visit by the South African 
delegation to Iran would lead to trade ties between the 
two countries.

Mbete, heading a parliamentary delegation, arrived in 
Tehran on Friday. She met with President Hassan 
Rouhani prior to her talks with Larijani. The delegation 
is also scheduled to have a meeting with Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and Head of Central 
Bank of Iran Valiollah Seif.

Call for Anti-Terrorism Cooperation With S. Africa

Websites Review

TEHRAN – Iran has extended sympathy and condolences to India, Nepal and Pakistan over the 
deadly flooding that resulted in the death of at least 1,200 people across the south Asian region.  

In his Friday message, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Ghasemi expressed regret and 
sympathy at the catastrophic flooding in parts of South Asia, particularly in India, Nepal, and Pakistan, 
which left hundreds of people dead, wounded, and missing and caused serious damages to buildings 
and the countries’ infrastructures.Across the South Asian region more than 1,200 people are feared to 
have died and 40 million estimated to have been affected by flooding in India, Nepal and Bangladesh. 

President Welcomes 
Enhancement of Ties With S.Africa

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN- President Hassan Rouhani asserted that Tehran 
welcomes further enhancement of cooperation with Pretoria.

Iran Eyes 
Expanded Ties With 

Entire World

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - Having ties with the entire world is in 
favor of Iran, says the Islamic Republic’s Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.

“In today’s world, we cannot have relations only 
with a certain part of the world and forget about the 
rest,” the Iranian government’s news portal quoted 
Zarif as saying.

The top Iranian diplomat further said that any 
country has to communicate with the entire world 
in order to have a successful foreign policy.

He added that President Hassan Rouhani’s 
administration plans to expand Iran’s ties with rest 
of the world in coming four years.

However, he underlined that the policy should be 
carried out within certain principles.

Zarif said the Iranian supreme leader,  
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei also emphasized 
that Iran’s international ties should not be limited 

to certain regions.

TEHRAN (ISNA) – The Armenian defense minister held a meeting with the Iranian ambassador and new military 
attaché in Armenia.

During the meeting, Armenian defense minister Vigen Sargsyan hoped that the military cooperation 
between Tehran and Yerevan to further develop during the tenure of new military attaché of Iran in 
Armenia, Mehdi Heyat- Vojdani.

Sargsyan, Heyat-Vojdani and Iranian ambassador to Armenia Seyyed Kazem Sajadi also discussed the issues of 
mutual interest between the two countries, the situation of the region and the resolving of conflicts.

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Lieutenant Commander of the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Brigadier 
General Hossein Salami highlighted Iran’s growing power 
in the Middle East and said the balance of power in the 
region has changed in favor of the Islamic Republic.

“Today, the balance of power has changed in favor of 
our revolution and establishment,” Brigadier General 
Salami said in a speech in the northeastern city of 
Mashhad.

No one believed that the US would be marginalized in 
the region and that the Islamic Republic would become 
the main (regional) player and actor that will shape the 
future of the Islamic world, he said.

The commander further pointed to the return of the 
body of an Iranian military adviser who was recently 
decapitated by the Daesh (ISIS or ISIL) terrorist group 
in Syria, saying that it indicated Iran’s power over 
hegemonic states and their mercenaries in the region.

BANDAR ABBAS (IRNA) - Iran is an effective power to fight marine 
terrorism, Iran’s Navy Commander Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari said.

Sayyari made the remarks on the sidelines of a ceremony held for 
Iran’s 47th flotilla which returned home on Saturday.

Pointing to Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei’s decree for active presence of naval forces in the 
open seas, Sayyari said the 47th flotilla is carrying out overseas mission 
in southern seas.

“Iran’s naval flotillas have been deployed in line with the international 
laws to provide the security of commercial ships and oil tankers passing 
through the Gulf of Aden, a region which has become insecure due to 
piracy,’ said Rear Admiral Sayyari.

The intelligence, operational and training flotilla comprising of Alborz 
destroyer and Bushehr logistic vessel was sent on a mission on June 17.

During its mission, the flotilla performed 18 regional and  
trans-regional missions, 623 regional and trans-regional military 
floating vessels and aircraft, 52 trade vessels and monitoring tankers 
and 851 non-military units in Gulf of Aden.

Tehran, Yerevan to Develop Military Cooperation

Iran Has Marginalized 
U.S. in RegionIran Effective Power to Fight Marine Terrorism
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Addressing the first international workshop on labor market in Tehran, Ali Rabie said that 
a bright future is ahead for Iran and there are good grounds to boost economic growth and 
to reduce unemployment rate.

He said that all depends on how the country uses the opportunities and turns pressure 
from the unemployed people in the labor market into an opportunity.

Rabie went on to say that history shows that countries like Japan, China and South Korea 
have used such an opportunity wisely and they have turned threats resulting from 
unemployment into economic bloom and growth in production.

He noted that Iran should now take advantage of the current situation and by wise 
management it can solve employment woe and boost the economic growth which will 
guarantee the welfare for the retired people in the future.

Rabie said that almost one percent of the world population lives in Iran and almost 2 
percent of Iran’s population is in the age of labor and they look for jobs and for this reason 
it is a good time to take advantage of the population for economic growth.

He said that the unemployment rate was 12.6 percent last year as the figure is two times more 
than global average, adding that it shows that the country is not in a good condition.

Rabie admitted that 1.6 percent of world unemployed people are living in Iran and only 
7 percent of the employed people are in Iran.

He went on to say that 40 percent of Iran’s population is in the age of job-seeking as the 
global average is 62 percent and the figure for South East Asia stands at 75 percent.

He admitted that unemployment among the educated people is disappointing and the 
country should work on solving the problem.

Rabie reiterated that the next challenge for the country is the occupation of women as 
women do not have significant share in the national economy.

He admitted that the unemployment among women is worse than men as the 
unemployment rate among women has increased significantly in the past ten years and the 
climate of working for women is getting worse. Rabie said that the unemployment rate for 
women was 4 percent in 1995 and it reached 20 percent last year and the figure among the 
educated women is worse and it is more than 31 percent.

IME Monthly Trade Value Hits $1,929m

PRAYER TIME
Noon (Zohr)                            13:03
Evening (Maghreb)            19:47
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr)      05:12
Tomorrow’s Sunrise              06:38

69. (But) the Penalty on the Day of Judgment will be doubled to him, and he will dwell therein in ignominy,-
70. Unless he repents, believes, and works righteous deeds, for Allah will change the evil of such persons into good,  

and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful,
  71. And whoever repents and does good has truly turned to Allah with an (acceptable) conversion;- 

                           Surah 25. The Criterion, The Standard ( 69 - 71 )
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TEHRAN – A member of the board 
of directors of Bank Melli Iran 
says more than 1,200 staff of 
the bank are under training to 
get acquainted well with 
FATF standards in combatting 
money laundering.

Gholamreza Panahi who is 
also in charge of forex 
department of the bank said that 
training courses are very important 
in the bank as the bank holds several 
courses for its staff in order to have mastery all on 
banking laws or regulations.

He said teaching and holding course in money 
laundering field play a key role in combatting the 
money laundering and the awareness of the staff 
is very important. He reiterated that all bank staff 
should be fully aware of all regulations and laws in 
money laundering and they should observe them.

He added that the bank held at least five courses for its 
staff and 1,200 people passed the courses in four months.

Panahi reiterated that the remaining staff will undergo 
the preliminary course on money laundering and the 
next phase of courses will focus on international 
standards for combating money laundering.

He stressed that staff need to have certificate of the 
course for continuing cooperation in the bank. Panahi 
also said that the bank is to hold two training forex or 
rial-based courses for its staff.

Teaching Money 
Laundering Laws at BMI

Unemployment Among Women 
Five-Folded in 20 Years
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TEHRAN – Minister of Labor and Social Affairs says there are 
good grounds for accelerating the economic growth and 
reduction of the unemployment rate.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN – Statistics show that Khouzestan Steel 
Company set a new record for steel exports this year as 
its exports exceeded 1.2m tons.

Manager of Exports Department of the company 
Mohammad Hossein Emam says the company won 
exemplary industrial unit award last year for its 
achievement in production and exports of steel.

He added that the exports grew this year as the company’s 
exports in the five months this year has exceeded  
1.22m tons and the company became the most successful 
steel company in the country by setting another record.

He added that the record helped the company to 
experience 55 percent growth in exports of steel billet 
this year comparing to the same period last year.

Emam said that the company had exported more than 
676,000 tons in the same period last year. He went on 
to say that the total exports of the company last year 
was 1.88m tons and it is expected a new record to be 
set this year.

He noted that all achievements were due to good 
management and unstoppable efforts of the staff.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME) played host to trading of 2,638 thousand 
tons of various commodities worth over $1, in spot and side markets, 169,720 gold coin 
futures contracts worth more than $701m as well as 3,317 gold coins options contracts.

According to the report from IME International Affairs and PR, 2,638 thousand tons of 
different commodities were traded in domestic and export trading floors including 1,596 
thousand tons of various commodities worth more than $690m in oil and petrochemical 
trading floor, 800 thousand tons of different products worth approximately $451m in 
metals and minerals trading floor, and approximately 226 thousand tons of agricultural 

products worth $79m in agricultural trading floor in the spot market.
Moreover, this month, the export trading floor witnessed trading of 409,228 MT of 

bitumen worth more than $104m, 275,000 tons of Iron ore worth more than $9m, 
5,719 MT of insulation worth more than $2.6m, 5,096 MT of sulfur worth over 
$339,000 as well as 250 MT of agricultural commodities worth more than $123,000. 

In addition, IME experienced trading of 14,806 MT of products worth $6.7m in its 
side market during the same month.

It is worth noting, the derivatives market played host to the trading of 169,720 gold 
coin futures contracts worth over $701m as well as 3,317 options contracts worth 
more than $7,000.

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN – On the eve of Eid al-Adham the closing 
ceremony and awards presentation of Noor Student 
Competition and Recognition of Prof. Jackie Ying (the 
2nd round) were  held and the winners were announced

More than 5000 participants in the competition from different 
countries were honored for their remarkable achievements. 

The closing ceremony of the second round of  Noor 
Student Competition and Recognition of Prof. Jackie 
Ying  was held at the “Hozeh Honari - Andisheh Hall” 
in Tehran. The winning students and top educational 
centers were honored and praised for their achievements.

The Noor Student Competition 2017 has been named 
after Prof. Jackie Ying, one of the prominent scholars of 
the Muslim world in science and technology. Jackie 
Ying was also one of the laureates of The Mustafa(pbuh) 
Prize 2015 - the science and technology award - for her 
achievement in the field of Bio and Nanoscience.

Sorena Sattari, Chairman of Policymaking Council of 
the Mustafa (pbuh) Prize, Mahdi Saffarinia, Secretary of 
the Council were among the participants in the ceremony.

The 2017 winners were selected based on their efforts, 
initiative, and creativity and attractiveness of submitted works. 

“Noor Student Competition provides opportunities 
for students to develop in theoretical and sophisticated 
sciences such as mathematics, physics and chemistry. 
Being recognized, scientific breakthroughs, 
expanding the boundaries of knowledge and to be 
known as a future scientist in the Islamic world are 
intended objectives and accomplished effect of Noor 

Student Competition” Said Mahdi Saffarinia in his 
speech in this ceremony.

5109 students in form of 2194 groups took part in 
second round by sending a sum of 1194, one -minute 
films of their scientific experiments. The participants 
were allowed to compete in all fields of science including 
physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics and astronomy. 

The annual Noor Student Competition, launched in 
2016 by the Mustafa(pbuh) Science and Technology 
Foundation (MSTF), to recognize and cultivate young 
students talents as well as promote scientific cooperation 
between educational centers. The first round of this 
competition due to the 1000th anniversary of authoring 
‘The Book of Optics’ by “Ibn al-Haytham” was held in 
commemoration of this eminent Muslim scholar. 

2017 Noor Student Competition Wraps Up by Announcing Winners

KSC Exports  
Exceed 1.2m Tons

TEHRAN (Shana) - Iran’s Marjan 
Petrochemical Plant has signed a contract with a 
German company for preselling methanol, the 
plant’s managing director said.

According to National Petrochemical Company 
(NPC), Hassan Beigi said his company has signed 
a deal with a major European company for 
preselling methanol.

This is while countdown has started for official 
inauguration of the plant.

Marjan Petrochemical Complex is 96% 
complete and its methanol production will 
begin before end of the current calendar year to 
March 20, he said.

Beigi further added that based on the deal, all the 
construction expenses of the plant will return in a 
matter of two years.

“Marjan is the first petrochemical project that has 
managed to secure a presale deal with a European 
company,” he added.

Once operational, the plant will operate at 1.650 
million tons of methanol production capacity.

Kaveh, Bushehr and Marjan are three major 
petrochemical plants Iran has planned to launch 

this calendar year.

Germans Sign  
Deal With Iranian 

Petchem Plant
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BANGKOK (Reuters) - Thailand’s King Maha Vajiralongkorn on Friday 
endorsed the annual reshuffle of 990 senior military officers, with a balance 
of officers from different factions moving into top positions.

The reshuffle is always scrutinized carefully for indications as to which 
factions within the powerful military are in the ascendancy.

A 2014 coup reinforced the military’s authority and although elections are 
promised next year, a new constitution gives the generals an important say 
for years to come.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) - Russian President Vladimir Putin will not attend 
this month’s United Nations General Assembly in New York, Russian news 
wire quoted his spokesman as saying on Saturday.

U.S. President Donald Trump, a frequent critic of the United Nations, will 
seek to gather global support for reforming the world body when he hosts an 
event at U.N. headquarters in New York on Sept. 18, a day before he 
formally addresses the 193-member organization.

It was not immediately clear if Putin had planned to attend the event initially.

Thailand’s King Endorses 
�$�Q�Q�X�D�O���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���5�H�V�K�X�I�À�H

Putin Not to Attend 
U.N. General Assembly

BEIRUT (Dispatches) - The Syrian army and its 
allies were fighting on Saturday in Islamic State’s 
last pocket in central Syria after taking the heavily 
defended village of Uqairabat on Friday, a war 
monitor reported.

The enclave lies close to the main road running 
between the cities of Homs and Aleppo near the 
town of al-Salamiya, and has been the site of 
intense fighting for months. Evicting jihadists 
from the area is viewed as necessary to improve 
security on the road.

The Syrian army, aided by Russian airstrikes and 
Iran-backed Shi‘ite militias including Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah, has advanced deep into eastern Syria this 
year against Islamic State.

It is pushing to relieve its besieged enclave in the city 
of Deir al-Zor, one of the cities on the Euphrates to 
which Islamic State has fallen back after losses in both 
Syria and Iraq, but has left the pocket in central Syria 
in its rear.

Late on Friday, a military media unit run by 
Hezbollah said the army had captured Uqairabat, 
which it described as Islamic State’s stronghold in 
that region.

The war monitor, the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, said the army and 
its allies had also taken other villages in the area, 
aided by Russian helicopters, and reported that 
intense fighting continued.

BOGOTA (Reuters) - Colombia’s disarmed FARC 
rebels have their eye on forming a political 
coalition for the 2018 elections, ex-rebel leaders 
said on Friday, as the group marked its transition 
to a political party with a concert in Bogota’s 
central square.

The former Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC), whose political party will be called the 
Revolutionary Alternative Common Force, ended its 
part in a decades-long war that has killed more than 
220,000 people under a 2016 deal which granted 
amnesty to most of its fighters.

The decision by the group to preserve its famous 
FARC Spanish acronym raised eyebrows, given 
many Colombians associate the word with decades 
of bloodshed.

Whether the ex-rebels can convince Colombians, 
many of whom revile them, to back the new party 
remains to be seen.

The FARC will hold 10 automatic seats in Congress 
through 2026 under the terms of the accord and may 
campaign for others.

Both legislative and presidential elections are set for 
2018 and the party plans to reach out to ideological 
allies to try to form a coalition, without abandoning its 
Marxist commitments to land reform and social justice, 
the group said.

“We are continuing, via an exclusively political 
path, our historic goal and aspiration for a new order 
of social justice and true democracy in our country,” 
said secretariat member Ivan Marquez at a closing 
event for the group’s six-day conference to inaugurate 
the new party.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) - The U.S. special services have said they will carry out a search of Russia’s consulate 
building in San Francisco, soon to be closed in retaliation for a similar measure by Russia, a Russian foreign 
ministry spokeswoman said on Friday.

The closure by Sept. 2 of the consulate and buildings in Washington and New York that house Russian 
trade missions is the latest in tit-for-tat actions by the two countries that have helped push relations to a 
new post-Cold War low.

In July, Moscow ordered the United States to cut its diplomatic and technical staff in Russia by more than half, 
to 455 people to match the number of Russian diplomats in the United States, after Congress overwhelmingly 
approved new sanctions against Russia.

“The American special services intend to conduct 
searches on Sept. 2 in the general consulate in San 
Francisco, including in the houses of employees who live 
in the building and who have immunity,” the 
spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, said.

Families, including children and toddlers, had been told they 
would have to leave the building for 10-12 hours, she said.

Zakharova said Russia reserved the right to take 
retaliatory measures. The U.S. sanctions were imposed in 
response to alleged Russian meddling in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election and to punish Russia further for its 
2014 annexation of Crimea from Ukraine.

NAIROBI (Dispatches) - Kenya’s president on Friday 
took exception with a court ruling nullifying his 
reelection last month, but added he would respect the 
decision and was ready for new polls.

“It is important for us as Kenyans to be respecters of 
the rule of law. I personally disagree with the ruling that 
has been made today, but I respect it as much as I 
disagree with it,” Uhuru Kenyatta said in a televised 
address on the landmark Supreme Court decision, 
which calls for fresh elections within 60 days.

Kenyatta urged Kenyans to keep the peace, adding 
that his party is ready to again make the case to voters 
that it deserves another term.

Separately, opposition leader Raila Odinga hailed the 
“very historic” ruling, saying, “For the first time in the 
history of democratization a ruling has been made by a 
court nullifying the irregular election of a president.”

Speaking to reporters in Nairobi, Wafula Chebukati, 
who chairs Kenya’s electoral body, also welcomed the 

ruling, adding that those found guilty of election 
malpractice should be prosecuted.

U.S. Ambassador to Kenya Robert Godec and British 
High Commissioner to Kenya Nic Hailey, among other 
envoys, also praised the ruling.

“Kenya’s electoral institutions must now begin 
preparing for a new presidential poll later this year 
and we urge everyone to work to make it free, fair, 
credible and peaceful. The Court’s independent 
review has demonstrated Kenya’s resilient democracy 
and commitment to the rule of law, we have trust in 
the ability of Kenya and its citizens to do so,” said a 
press statement released hours after the ruling, signed 
by Godec, Hailey, and 22 other envoys, including ones 
from the EU, Germany, Denmark, and Switzerland.

Kenya President 

Says Ready for 

Fresh Polls

U.S. to Research Russian Consulate in San Francisco

BERLIN (Dispatches) - Chancellor Angela 
Merkel pledged to respond “more decisively” 
against the government of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan after two German citizens were 
taken into custody in Turkey on Friday, as she 
ruled out an expansion of the European Union 
customs union amid tensions. 

“Considering today’s events, perhaps we need 
to reconsider further’’ German policy toward 
Turkey, Merkel told a business group linked to 
her Christian Democratic Union in Nuremberg. 
“This has nothing at all to do with our sense of 
the rule of law.”

Merke l ’s  governmen t  announced  a 
“reorientation” of its policy toward Turkey after 
the arrest of a human-rights advocate in Istanbul 
earlier this year as tensions between Berlin and 
Ankara have escalated. Erdogan has called 
mains t ream German po l i t i ca l  par t ies ,  
including Merkel’s CDU, “enemies of Turkey” 
and urged voters of Turkish of origin to withhold 
their ballots.

In her sharpest response yet to the tensions, Merkel 
called Erdogan’s statements “unacceptable” and 
stepped up her warning that talks to expand the EU 
customs union to Turkey and Turkish accession talks 
won’t move forward as relations fray. 

“For me, further talks on expanding the customs 
union are out of the question under these 
circumstances,” Merkel said in Nuremberg.

Merkel Vows Sharper 
Response to Turkey 

After Two More Arrests

SEOUL (Reuters) - U.S. President 
Donald Trump agreed with South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in to 
revise a joint treaty capping the 
development of the South’s 
ballistic missiles, Moon’s office 
said on Saturday, amid a standoff 
over North Korea’s missile and 
nuclear tests.

Trump also gave “conceptual” 
approval to the purchase by the 
South of billions of dollars of U.S. 
military hardware, the White 
House said.

The South wants to raise the 
missile cap to boost its defences 
against the reclusive North, 
which is pursuing missile and 
nuclear weapons programs in 
def iance of  in ternat ional 
warnings and UN sanctions.

“The two leaders agreed to the 
principle of revising the missile 
guideline to a level desired by South Korea, sharing the view that it was necessary to 
strengthen South Korea’s defence capabilities in response to North Korea’s 
provocations and threats,” South Korea’s presidential Blue House said.

Impoverished North Korea and the rich, democratic South are technically still 
at war because their 1950-53 conflict ended in a truce, not a peace treaty. 

The North regularly threatens 
to destroy the South and its main 
ally, the United States.

North Korea sharply raised 
regional tension this week with the 
launch of its Hwasong-12 
intermediate-range ballistic missile 
that flew over Japan and landed in 
the Pacific.

That followed the test launch of 
two long-range ballistic missiles 
in July in a sharply lofted 
trajectory that demonstrated a 
potential range of 10,000 km 
(6,000 miles) or more that would 
put many parts of the U.S. 
mainland within striking distance.

North Korea has been working to 
develop a nuclear-tipped missile 
capable of hitting the United States 
and has recently threatened to land 
missiles near the U.S. Pacific 
territory of Guam.

South Korea’s development of its ballistic missiles is limited to range of 800 km 
(500 miles) and payload weight of 500 kg (1,100 pounds) under a bilateral treaty 
revised in 2012.

South Korea has said it wants to revise the agreement to increase the cap  
on the payload.

Syrian Army Gains in Daesh 
Last Central Syria Bastion

U.S., South Korea to  
Revise Missile Treaty

FARC Political Party Looks to 
Coalition for 2018 Elections
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Turkish Exports Rise for 
10th Consecutive Month

BEIJING (Dispatches) - China and Brazil 
signed 14 cooperative agreements on Friday, 
including on football and nuclear and hydro 
power, as embatt led Brazil ian President 
Michel Temer seeks to revive Latin America’s 
largest economy.

They were inked following Temer’s meeting with 
President Xi Jinping in Beijing ahead of next week’s 
BRICS summit.

Mr Temer, who has vigorously sought Chinese 
investment since taking office last August, said his 
19-member delegation “shows the priority that we 
give” to relations with Beijing which he praised as 
“prosperous and affectionate”.

“Brazil is a premier cooperative partner for 
China,” Mr Xi said.

“The Brazil-China relationship has global 
strategic significance and the two countries 
should deepen their cooperation and proceed 
ahead in harmony.”

China, meanwhile, is looking to find overseas 
markets for its excess industrial production capacity.

Aside from economic matters, Mr Xi has 
stated he aims to make China a genuine force in 
international football and hopes to see it host 
the World Cup.

Brazil’s economy is slowly returning to growth 
after two years of recession, with the government 
statistics office revealing Thursday that the country’s 
jobless rate unexpectedly fell to 12.8 per cent in the 
three months through July.

As the 76-year-old head of the center-right PMDB 
party, Mr Temer has pushed austerity cuts, looser 
labor laws and a big privatisation program that he 
says will revive the sickly economy after more than 
a decade of leftist rule.

The president is also embroiled in a heap of 
corruption scandals, having been accused of 
everything from coup plotting to taking millions of 
dollars in bribes.

Zhang Run, the deputy director general of 
China’s department of Latin American and 
Caribbean Affairs, told reporters that Brazil’s 
economy was “back on track”, adding that 
their relationship had “withstood the test of 
changing circumstances”.

Trade between the two countries rose more than 30 
per cent in the first seven months of this year, Mr 
Zhang said, noting that China’s more than $30 
billion in investments in Brazil makes it the 
“number one destination for Chinese investment in 
Latin America”.

Mr Zhang added that China recently became 
Brazil’s top export market for beef, despite a rotten 
meat scandal this June which threatened the 
country’s position as the world’s leading beef and 
poultry exporter.

NAFTA Envoys Lay Out ProposalsChina, Brazil Sign Agreements 
On Football, Nuclear Power

China’s Economy Continues to Enjoy Strong Growth

Russian Economy Reacts to Oil Price Fall Better Than Others
MOSCOW (TASS) - The Russian economy in many respects better than other 
economies reacted to the fall in oil prices thanks to correct measures taken by the 
government and the Central Bank, Economic Development Minister Maxim 
Oreshkin said during a conversation with high school students.

“If you look at other countries that also faced such challenges, Russia reacted best 
of all,” he said.As an example, the minister mentioned Brazil, where “the problems 
occurred a little earlier because of the fall in prices for iron ore.”

MEXICO CITY (Reuters) - Trade 
negotiators from Canada, the United States 
and Mexico presented more proposals for a 
renewed North American Free Trade 
Agreement on Friday and tried to put 
behind them threats from U.S. President 
Donald Trump to pull out of the treaty.

Teams from the three countries kicked 
off a second round of talks in Mexico City 
on 25 areas of closed-door discussion, 
with subjects such as digital commerce 
and small businesses seen as areas where 
consensus was possible, officials said.

The teams did not debate details, 
according to officials, but one union 
leader present said that U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross had indicated he 
favored North American content of more 
than 70 percent in autos built in the 
NAFTA region.

Taking up where they left off in Washington talks two weeks ago, the delegations 
were showing each other proposed language for reworking the accord, without yet 
seeking to thrash out mutually acceptable compromises, officials present told Reuters.

Trump’s multiple attacks on NAFTA in the build-up to the Mexico City round 
were seen by Mexican and Canadian officials as a ploy to wring concessions, but 
they have heightened uncertainty over the accord. Away from the diplomatic 
noise, the Mexico talks are expected to help define the priorities of each nation 
rather than yield major advances.

Nevertheless, Trump’s warnings have Mexico preparing for something hard to 
imagine even a few months ago - life without the agreement that boosted  

trilateral trade to around $1 trillion  
(0.77 trillion pounds) annually from  
$290 billion in 1993.

The Sept. 1-5 talks will touch on some 
thorny topics such as rules governing 
local content in products made in North 
America, Mexico’s economy ministry 
said in a statement. Substantial discussion 
of such areas is unlikely in either this 
round or the next one, a source familiar 
with the process said.

“We do not expect any major 
breakthroughs or major developments in 
this round. We really don‘t,” one official 
familiar with the negotiating process said.

Mexican officials believe Trump 
wants to include rules that a certain 
amount of content must be made in the 
United States.

The head of Unifor, Canada’s largest 
private sector union, Jerry Dias, told reporters he had suggested in a recent meeting 
with U.S. Commerce Secretary Ross that the NAFTA content level for autos be raised 
to 70 percent from the current 62.5 percent. But Ross, he said, had proposed a “more 
aggressive” level.

Hundreds of small farmers and union members including speakers from Canada 
gathered outside the Mexican Congress on Friday to demand that NAFTA be 
reworked to truly help workers.

Trump and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau spoke by phone on Thursday 
and stressed they wanted to reach a NAFTA deal by the end of 2017, the White House 
said. An accord by year end that significantly changes NAFTA is seen as unlikely.

ANKARA (Dispatches) - Turkey’s exports increased by 11.9 percent on a yearly basis to climb $12.4 billion 
in August, Turkish Exporters Assembly (TIM) announced Friday.

“Exports in the first eight months of the current year increased by 10.7 percent to $102.5 billion, and the 
exports in the last 12 month increased by 7.8 percent to $151.8 billion,” the association said.

“Since November 2016, our exports have been increasing steadily. We believe that we will reach $155 billion 
by the end of the year and meet our target,” Mehmet Buyukeksi, TIM chairman, said in the statement.

Buyukeksi stated that the rise in the country’s export has doubled the joy of Eid al-Adha.
“Despite the long Eid al-Adha holidays, Turkey’s exports increased for the 10th month in a row,” he said.
“We will see a positive contribution from net exports to the second quarter GDP growth,” the TIM chairman added.
The Turkish economy grew 5 percent year-on-year in the first quarter of this year, while the government 

had targeted a growth rate of 4.4 percent by the end of 2017. Over the past three years, the country’s 
economy expanded 5.2 percent in 2014, 6.1 percent in 2015 and 2.9 percent in 2016.

Turkey’s exports hit historic peak of $157.6 billion in 2014, and stood at $143.8 billion in 2015 while the 
value was $142.5 billion last year, according to the Turkish Statistical Institute.

Germany remained the top export destinations for Turkey with $1.3 billion, which accounts for 
approximately 10 percent of the country’s exports in August, with an increase of 11.3 percent, TIM said.

The association noted that Iraq, United Kingdom, the U.S. and Spain followed Germany in the list, while shares 
of Turkey’s export to 28 EU member states were  
47 percent in August with an amount of $5.9 billion.

TIM figures showed that the biggest rises in 
exports were recorded in trade with Russia  
(58.9 percent), China (43.1 percent) and the 
United Arab Emirates (35.1 percent), while 16 
countries of Turkey’s top 20 export destinations 
witnessed increase in export value.

In August, the automotive sector performed the 
best “as usual” with $1.8 billion export, followed by 
ready-made garments and apparel with $1.7 billion, 
and chemicals with $1.5 billion exports.

BEIJING (Dispatches) - China continues to enjoy 
strong growth which is projected at 6.7 percent for 
2017, and shows potential to sustain the increasing 
momentum over the medium term, said International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in a recent annual report.

Key data released by China’s State Statistics Bureau 
in July and August reflect the country has maintained 
smooth economic development with stable prices and 

employment in the first half of 2017.
The economy is performing reasonably and stably. 

According to official figures, the first six months 
witnessed a year-on-year GDP increase of 6.9 percent, 
growing 0.2 percent faster, compared with the same 
period last year. Given the data falling within the range 
of 6.7-6.9 percent in eight straight quarters, China is 
improving its stability.

The employment situation is optimized. Against the 
background of a proactive policies aiming to promote 
service sector, public entrepreneur and innovation, 8.55 
million new jobs have been created in urban areas during 
the period, a year-over-year increase by 200,000, said 
Mao Shengyong, a spokesman of the statistics bureau.

Mao added that the urban surveyed unemployment 
rate remained low, which dropped around 5.1 percent 

this July, down from a year earlier.
The general price level is stabilized. In the first 

couple of months, the government managed to 
bring the prices under control with consumer 
price index (CPI) slightly rising 1.4 percent 
year-on-year, according to the statistics office.

International balance of payments has been 
improved. Data released by the People’s Bank of 
China indicated that by the end of July, the 
Chinese currency renminbi (RMB) appreciated to 
6.7283 yuan against the U.S. dollar, up  
0.69 percent from last month. Meanwhile, the foreign 
exchange reserve has reached $3.0807 trillion, 
increasing in the sixth month by 23.9 billion.
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Notice: ���2�Q�O�\���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���R�U���O�H�J�D�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���D�S�S�O�\���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�L�H�Y�H���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�X�F�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���S�U�R�F�X�U�P�H�Q�W���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���G�X�H���G�D�W�H��
�D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���W�H�Q�G�H�U�Z�L�O�O���E�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U���I�U�R�P���W�H�Q�G�H�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H����

C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluati ng:
�7�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���V�K�D�O�O���V�X�E�P�L�W���V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�X�R�V�O�\���H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H�V���R�I���E�L�G�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���E�D�Q�N���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���$�������¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���R�I�I�H�U���&�����D�Q�G���V�W�D�P�S�H�G���D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�H�G���R�I���W�H�Q�G�H�U��

�G�X�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���%�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�H�H�W�V���L�Q���I�R�U�P���R�I���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���L�Q���&�'���D�Q�G���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���������G�D�\�V���I�U�R�P���O�D�V�W���G�D�\���R�I���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���U�H�F�L�Y�H�G��
�G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����7�H�Q�G�H�U���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W��
�V�T�X�D�U�H�����$�K�Z�D�]�����,�5�$�1����

Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee: 
A) �%�D�Q�N���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���R�U���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���L�V�V�X�H�G���E�\���Q�R�Q���E�D�Q�N���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�H�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���%�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���,�V�O�D�P�L�F���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F��

of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
�7�K�L�V���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���Y�D�O�L�G���I�R�U���������G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�G�D�E�O�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���)�R�U���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H���L�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���F�U�H�G�L�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W��
�0�R�U�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���	���R�W�K�H�U���W�H�Q�G�H�U�V���L�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���F�O�L�F�N���R�Q����WWW.NIDC.IR 

 Foreign Procurement Dept 
 National Iranian Drilling Company 

PERMIT NO : 1396.2463

Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender
(First Publish/Seconed Publish)One-Stage(compressed) 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

No 
TENDER NO. / INDENT 

NO 
Tenders Portal 

Reg. No. 
Subject of Tender 

ESTIMATED 
VALUE (Rial) 

TENDER GUARANTEE 

Rial Euro 

1
Tender No: .:fp/05-96/042 

Indent No.: 9645034         
1.497.852

Ultrasonic level 
measurement for   mud 

logging unit 
9,000,000,000450,000,00011,610



Trump Seeks $7.85b  
For Harvey Relief

Melancholia Wins Award in Bulgaria
TEHRAN (MNA) – Iranian feature ‘Melancholia’ directed by Morteza Atashzamzam 
has won the Union of Bulgarian Film Makers award at the 25th International Film 
Festival “Love is Folly” in Bulgarian city of Varna.

‘Melancholia’ was vying for Gold Aphrodite award with 12 other titles in the main 
competition section of the festival, and managed to scoop the Award of the Union of 
Bulgarian Film Makers.
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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump has asked 
Congress for an initial $7.85 billion (£6.06 billion) for Hurricane Harvey recovery 
efforts, the White House budget director said on Friday, adding that failure to raise 
the budget ceiling may hinder disaster relief spending.

In a letter to U.S. House of Representatives Speaker Paul Ryan, White House 
budget director Mick Mulvaney said the request included $7.4 billion for the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund and $450 million 
for the Small Business Administration’s disaster loan program.

“This request is a down-payment on the president’s commitment to help affected 
states recover from the storm, and future requests will address longer-term 
rebuilding needs,” Mulvaney said.

Trump had been expected to request $5.95 billion for the recovery effort after 
Harvey flooded areas of Houston and other parts of Texas.

The White House has said that it would make multiple requests for aid from 
Congress to fund the Harvey recovery effort. White House homeland security 
adviser Tom Bossert told reporters on Thursday aid funding requests would come 
in stages as more became known about the impact of the storm.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott has said that his state may need more than 
$125 billion.
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DHAKAR (Dispatches) - More than 2,600 houses have been burned down in 
Rohingya-majority areas of Myanmar’s northwest in the last week, the government 
said on Saturday, in one of the deadliest bouts of violence involving the Muslim 
minority in decades.

About 58,600 Rohingya have fled into neighboring Bangladesh from Myanmar, 
according to U.N. refugee agency UNHCR, as aid workers there struggle to cope.

Myanmar officials blamed the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) for the 
burning of the homes. The group claimed responsibility for coordinated attacks on 
security posts last week that prompted clashes and a large army counter-offensive.

But Rohingya fleeing to Bangladesh say a campaign of arson and killings by the 
Myanmar army is aimed at trying to force them out.

The treatment of Myanmar’s roughly 1.1 million Rohingya is the biggest challenge 
facing leader Aung San Suu Kyi, accused by Western critics of not speaking out for 
the Muslim minority that has long complained of persecution.

The clashes and army crackdown have killed nearly 400 people and more than 
11,700 “ethnic residents” have been evacuated from the area, the government said, 
referring to the non-Muslim residents.

It marks a dramatic escalation of a conflict that has simmered since October, when 
a smaller Rohingya attack on security posts prompted a military response dogged by 
allegations of rights abuses.

“A total of 2,625 houses from Kotankauk, Myinlut and Kyikanpyin villages and 
two wards in Maungtaw were burned down by the ARSA extremist terrorists,” the 
state-run Global New Light of Myanmar said. The group has been declared a 
terrorist organisation by the government.

But Human Rights Watch, which analysed satellite imagery and accounts from 
Rohingya fleeing to Bangladesh, said the Myanmar security forces deliberately set the 
fires.“New satellite imagery shows the total destruction of a Muslim village, and prompts 
serious concerns that the level of devastation in northern Rakhine state may be far worse 

than originally thought,” said the group’s deputy Asia director, Phil Robertson.
Near the Naf river separating Myanmar and Bangladesh, new arrivals in 

Bangladesh carrying their belongings in sacks set up crude tents or tried to squeeze 
into available shelters or homes of locals.

“The existing camps are near full capacity and numbers are swelling fast. In the 
coming days there needs to be more space,” said UNHCR regional spokeswoman 
Vivian Tan, adding more refugees were expected.
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DOHA (Dispatches) - Barcelona signings like 
Paulinho do not fit into the team’s system, 

according to legendary midfielder Xavi.
The Barca icon, who won eight LaLiga titles and 

four Champions League crowns in his glittering 
Camp Nou career, criticised the club’s work in the 
transfer market.

As the Spanish window prepares to close on 
September 1, Barca have lost Brazilian forward 
Neymar to Paris Saint-Germain after the Ligue 1 
giants sensationally triggered his €222million 
release clause.

With Barca seemingly unable to land further top 
targets including Liverpool playmaker Philippe 
Coutinho, the only major arrivals at the Catalan 
outfit have been Ousmane Dembele, Paulinho and 
Nelson Semedo.

Xavi, who has previously backed midfielders 
including Nice’s Jean Michael Seri and PSG pair 
Marco Verratti and Adrien Rabiot for Barca moves, 
is unimpressed with the squad additions under new 
coach Ernesto Valverde.

“I was part of an era that was so impressive  
that it now seems as if it’s not the same club,” the 
37-year-old told Marca. “They play football well, 
but they could have signed better.

“They have fallen asleep because five or six 
years ago they had the best players in the world 
for the Barcelona system. Now they have five or 
six players for it, in [Andres] Iniesta, [Jordi] 
Alba, [Lionel] Messi, [Gerard] Pique, Luis 
Suarez and [Sergio] Busquets.

“Yet Barcelona should have 11 players who fit the 
system. You never used to say ‘this player would fit 
in well at Barcelona’ because all those players were 
already there. They have signed players who do not 
fit the system.”

Xavi’s criticism could be read as a complaint 
about the arrival of Paulinho in particular and the 
Al Sadd player believes the Brazilian would be 
more suited to Barca’s rivals Real Madrid due to 
his physicality.

“I played against him at the Confederations Cup 
and he brilliantly man-marked me and Iniesta,” 
Xavi added. “He is very powerful. If Real Madrid 
signed Paulinho there would be no criticism.

“I don’t want to think that we’ve abandoned our 
idea [of playing]. I see a team that is trying to play 
[Barcelona’s style] at the same time as they’ve 
given us so many titles. If that were to change, then 
it’d be a historic screw-up.

“Since [Johan] Cruyff arrived Barcelona has 
been different and respected by everybody, 
wowing football fans. So how could we 
abandon that idea? I don’t know the current 
directors, but I would not like to see Barcelona 
play a different way.

PRAGUE (Dispatches) 
- Defender Mats 

Hummels scored with an 
88th-minute header to 
give Germany a 2-1 win 
away to a battling Czech 
Republic side and maintain 
their perfect record after 
seven games in World Cup 
qualifying on Friday.

Timo Werner gave 
Germany a flying start 
when he scored his fourth 
goal in his last four 
internationals early on, but 
Vladimir Darida earned 
the Czechs a deserved 
equaliser with a thumping 
long-range drive in the 78th minute.

Hummels, however, floored the hosts with his goal 
which left Germany on 21 points at the top of 
European Group C, five clear of Northern Ireland 
who won 3-0 in San Marino.

Despite a valiant display, the Czechs are a further 
seven points behind in third and almost out of the 
running for a second-place finish. 

Their last throw of the dice will be on Monday 
when they visit the Irish.

MONZA (Dispatches) - 
Sebastian Vettel has been 

on the podium at Ferrari’s 
home Italian Grand Prix for 
the past two years but 
anything less than a win 
today could cost the German 
the lead in the Formula  
One championship.

The Ferrari driver is only 
seven points clear of Lewis 
Hamilton, the difference 
between first and second 
place, with his Mercedes 
rival fresh from last 
weekend’s pole-to-flag 
success in Belgium and 5-4 up on race wins.

Hamilton won at Monza in 2014 and 2015 and was 
runner-up last year to now-retired team mate and 
eventual champion Nico Rosberg. The Briton has also 
been on pole at the ‘Pista Magica’ for the past three years.

But Ferrari have closed the gap and Vettel can 
count on a wave of local support at the historic 
Milanese track where he took his first grand prix 
victory with Toro Rosso in 2008.

LONDON (Dispatches) - Premier League clubs spent 
a record total of £1.413billion in the transfer window, 

surpassing the previous highest figure set last year.
Overall spending in England’s top flight saw an increase 

of nearly £0.3bn on last year’s summer window, in which 
spending broke the £1bn barrier for the first time.

The net spend for the latest transfer period stands at 
£665m, an average of £33.25m per club, according to 
official figures released by the Premier League - 
showing an increase of £30m from last year.

The 20 clubs’ net spending is equivalent to 14.73 per cent of total club revenue this season, compared with 14.35 
per cent in the same window in 2016.

Romelu Lukaku’s move from Everton to Manchester United, for a reported initial fee of £75m, was the biggest 
single deal for a Premier League club.

That fee could be surpassed on Friday, though, with Barcelona reportedly ready to pay upwards of €160m to sign 
Philippe Coutinho from Liverpool before the Spanish transfer window closes.

COPENHAGEN (Reuters)  -  Denmark 
demolished leaders Poland 4-0 to close the gap 

at the top of World Cup qualifying group E to three 
points thanks to a midfield masterclass from 
Christian Eriksen, who netted a goal and three 
assists in Copenhagen.

Despite their dismal showing in the Danish capital, 
the Poles remain top of the group on 16 points after 
seven matches, with Montenegro, who hammered 
Kazakhstan 3-0, second on 13, ahead of the Danes on 
goal difference.

The outstanding Eriksen found Thomas Delaney with a corner after 15 minutes, and the midfielder picked the 
perfect time to net his first international goal for Denmark, forcing the ball in with a combination of his head and 
his right shoulder.

Andreas Cornelius doubled the advantage in the 42nd minute, volleying Eriksen’s pinpoint cross into the ground 
and sending it bouncing over goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski.

Premier League Clubs 
Spend Record £1.413b 
In Transfer Window

Danes 
Demolish 
Poland

Hummels Header Maintains 
Germany’s Perfect Record

Vettel Risks Losing the 
Championship Lead
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Do Not Fit the System
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Summer  
Market Boring
LONDON (Dispatches) - Manchester United boss Jose 

Mourinho says he found the transfer market “boring”.
Mourinho has been announced to play in the Game 4 Grenfell 

charity match on Saturday as stars from across football come 
together to raise funds for victims of the disaster.

And in a promotional video, he was asked how he feels 
about the transfer window. He replies that he’s “bored” of it, 
perhaps the reason the Red Devils kept well out of it having 
got their business sorted early on into the window, and sat 
back, relaxed and watched other teams panic on Thursday.

Van Persie Ruled Out of 
World Cup Qualifier

AMSTERDAM (Reuters) - Netherlands striker Robin van 
has been ruled out of the World Cup qualifier against 

Bulgaria in Amsterdam on Monday due to a knee injury, the 
Dutch football federation said on Friday.

Van Persie came on as a substitute in the second half of the 
4-0 thrashing by leaders France in Paris in the Group  
A qualifier on Thursday.

It was the 34-year-old’s first game for his country in 
almost two years.
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NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Former champion 
Marin Cilic had a golden chance to reach the 

U.S. Open final three years after lifting the trophy at 
Flushing Meadows, but the Croatian fifth seed blew it 
when he lost 4-6 7-5 7-5 6-4 against Argentine 
counter-puncher Diego Schwartzman in the third 
round on Friday.

Cilic, the highest seed in a clear bottom half of the 
draw, eventually paid the price for his lack of match 
practice after skipping the U.S. Open warm-up 
tournaments in Montreal and Cincinnati due to injury.

He hit 80 unforced errors in an untidy display on 
Grandstand, where he also served nine double faults.

“In the second round I played really well but today I was 
not coming up with the great shots,” Cilic told reporters.

Schwartzman was overwhelmed in the opening set 
before the 29th seed found his range to frustrate Cilic, 
who bowed out after wasting three chances to level 
for 5-5 in the fourth set.

In a bottom half of a draw without a grand slam 
finalist and where American John Isner is now the 
highest seed at number 10, Schwartzman will take on 
either France’s Lucas Pouille or Kazakh Mikhail 
Kukushkin for a quarter-final spot.

The tournament is without the injured Andy Murray 
and Stan Wawrinka as well as Novak Djokovic, who 
has ended his season.

Meanwhile Garbine Muguruza and Maria Sharapova 
were third-round winners, while Venus Williams 
celebrated becoming an aunty at Flushing Meadows.

Grand slam champions Garbine Muguruza and Maria 
Sharapova booked their spots in the US Open last 16, 
while Venus Williams capped a special day for her family.

Wimbledon winner and Spanish third seed Muguruza 
stormed into the next round with a straight-sets win over 
Magdalena Rybarikova at Flushing Meadows on Friday.

Sharapova – a five-time major champion – battled 
past American teenager Sofia Kenin during the night 
session in New York.

Veteran Venus also progressed to the round of 16 
after sister Serena Williams had her first baby.

Favourite to win the year’s last slam, Muguruza 
accounted for Rybarikova 6-1 6-1.

Muguruza is yet to drop a set at the U.S. Open after 
easing past the player she beat by the same scoreline 
in the semi-finals of Wimbledon.

Her 61-minute victory earned a showdown with two-
time Wimbledon champion and 13th seed Petra Kvitova.

Kvitova won the battle of the seeds, defeating 
Caroline Garcia 6-0 6-4.

The Czech advanced to the fourth round of a slam 
for the first time since recovering from a horrific knife 
attack in December.

Kenin put up a fight but the experience of former 
world number one Sharapova paid off in a 7-5 6-2 
victory on Arthur Ashe.

Playing her first grand slam since the 2016 
Australian Open, having tested positive for a banned 
substance at Melbourne Park last year, Sharapova was 
challenged but passed the test.

Next up for Sharapova is 16th seed Anastasija 
Sevastova, who beat Donna Vekic 6-2 6-3.

It was a day to remember for two-time US Open 
champion Venus and Serena.

Venus reached the fourth round with a 6-3 6-4 
victory over Maria Sakkari.

Cilic Misses U.S. 
Open Chance
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