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TEHRAN (MNA) – ICCIMA deputy head said, in view of existing capacities, Iran can turn into a supplier of 
dairy and fishery products to Russia and other Eurasian countries.

Deputy Head of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) for International 
Affairs Mohammadreza Karbasi made the remarks at a meeting with Commercial attaché of the Russian 
Federation to Iran Rostam Murat Aliev.

The Iranian side pointed to a recent meeting between ICCIMA Head Gholamhossein Shafei and Russian 
Ambassador to Iran Levan Dzhagaryan saying “issues raised at the joint session need to be followed up and 
efforts need to be made to remove obstacles to development of trade ties.”

He emphasized the need to hold Iran-Russia Joint Economic Commission stating that the necessary steps are 
being taken for the session to convene in the near future.

Referring to talks on Iran’s membership at the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), Karbasi said the process 
will benefit both Iran and the Eurasian countries.

He noted that fishery and poultry products marked proper venues for expansion of cooperation between Tehran 
and Moscow given Iran’s excellent capacities in these areas especially as regards shrimp farming.

“Joint investment companies can also be formed between Iranian and Russian traders,” he continued.
At the end of his remarks, ICCIMA deputy head said other areas for expansion of trade turnover comprised 

various types of vegetables, citrus as well as dairy products.

Iran Eyes $30b Investment Deal 
With European, Asian States

TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran’s Defense Minister 
Brigadier General Amir Hatami says the Islamic 
Republic will further enhance its missile capabilities for 
defensive purposes.

Speaking on a live TV program, Hatami said Iran’s 
current missile might was good and was “one of the 
main components of deterrence.”

As Iran made efforts to strengthen its defensive 
power, he said, enemies would try to surpass that 
power, “but we would carefully monitor them and 
would strengthen ourselves accordingly.”

The defense minister further said that the most 
important principle of Iran’s military doctrine was 
“comprehensive defense through active deterrence.”

“We will boost [our] defensive power so much that no one 
would dare violate Iran,” Brigadier General Hatami said.

He also announced that all the S-300 surface-to-air 
missile defense systems that Iran had purchased from 
Russia had been installed and were covering sensitive sites.

The domestically-built Bavar-373 air defense system 
would soon be used alongside the S-300, he added.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Every agreement between Iran and foreign 
companies in the oil sector is a new sign of the failure 
of the U.S. government’s anti-Iran policies, Oil 
Minister Bijan Zanganeh said.

‘Every agreement is tantamount to U.S. policies’ 
failure,’ he said late on Monday commenting on the 
little effects of US policies on preventing investments 
in Iran’s oil industry and stressed the necessity of 
stepping up the pace of making oil agreements.

While the U.S. has been trying to impose new 
sanctions on Iran over the past months, Iran’s National 
Oil Company (NIOC) on July 3 signed a multi-billion-
dollar agreement with an international consortium, 
headed by the French oil giant Total, to develop the 
phase 11 of the South Pars gasfield.

The $4.8 billion agreement, after implementation, 
would add 2 billion square feet to Iran production 
capacity in the rich field which the country shares 
with Qatar.

‘We should not focus only on the Europe, as 
diversifying the parties to the agreements can create a 
safe margin for the country against the US pressures,’ 
the minister said.

TEHRAN (Shana) – Russian oil refining major, 
RussNeft, has signaled keenness to enhance oil ties 
with Iran especially in crude oil swap projects, an 
official said.

Amir Hossein Zamaninia, deputy petroleum minister 
for international affairs and trading, said the Russian 
company has also indicated willingness to join 
development projects in Iran’s oil fields including 
Azadegan, Maroon, Koopal and Yaran projects.

Speaking following a meeting with Otabek Karimov, 
RussNeft vice president in commerce & logistic, Mr. 
Andrey Laveez, the company’s vice president chief 
geologist, and Mrs. Vlada Rusakova, vice president in 
gas business, in his Tehran office on Monday, the 
official said RussNeft is also keen on cooperating with 
Iran in swap of crude oil and petroleum products.

RussNeft is a Russian oil refining company and one 
of the largest producers of oil products in the country. 
The company operated two refinery - one in Orsk and 
in Krasnodar.

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - Iran’s former ambassador to Qatar Abdullah 
Suhrabi has said that Qatar wants to leave the Persian 
Gulf Cooperation Council (PGCC).

In an interview to the Iranian newspaper  
Jaam-e Jam, he said: “The information we have received 
from Qatar indicates that the Prince (now Emir) wanted 
to withdraw from the PGCC since the onset of the 
Gulf crisis, but he had deferred the move on the 
advice of his counsellors”.

Suhrabi also claimed that Doha has been trying to 
restore relations with Iran for over eight years and that 
early last year it reluctantly followed Saudi Arabia’s cue 
in calling back its ambassador from Tehran.

He pointed out that when Doha took over the 
presidency of the PGCC in 2007, it had invited 
former Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
to the Gulf summit, despite opposition from other 
member states.

PARIS (Dispatches) - French President Emmanuel 
Macron has become the latest world leader to come out 
in support of a multilateral nuclear deal with Iran, 
saying France sees “no alternative” to the agreement.

He said the deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), had facilitated a constructive 
relationship with Iran.

“There is no alternative to the non-proliferation 
agenda. It enables a constructive and demanding 
relationship with Iran,” he told some 200 French 
ambassadors gathered in Paris.

Macron’s comments come as one party to the deal, namely 
the United States, has been trying to undermine the pact.

The deal was reached between Iran and the P5+1 countries 
— namely the U.S., Russia, China, France, Britain, and 
Germany — in July 2015 and took effect in January 2016.

U.S. President Donald Trump has called the JCPOA 
— which was negotiated under his predecessor, Barack 
Obama — “the worst deal ever” and repeatedly 
threatened to tear it up.
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TEHRAN - A senior Iranian official has said the country is expected to ink a $30 billion investment agreement 
with four European countries and one Asian country.

Head of head of the Organization for Investment, Economic and Technical Assistance Mohammad Khazaei said 
the deal is expected to be finalized within the next month.

Addressing a conference on Islamic banking in Tehran on Tuesday, the official said Iran had earlier signed an 
$8 billion deal with South Korea.

The official, however, declined to disclose the names of the European and Asian countries planning to 
invest in Iran.

He added that under the current situation in which the U.S. is making efforts to put more pressure on Iran, such 
agreements would leave a positive impact on the country’s plans to expand its cooperation with the outside world.

He added that Iran will finalize financing contracts worth $30 billion within the next month, dismissing claims 
that the credit lines will leave the country in the red.

“These finances do not mean putting the country in debt, but they will give a capability to the economy, the 
plans and projects to benefit from the funds,” he told an Islamic banking conference in Tehran Tuesday.

The official was apparently responding to an article in the daily Kayhan which criticized pro-government media 
for celebrating the country’s biggest credit line deal in recent years with South Korea’s Eximbank, contending 
that it would only bring about financial liability for the country.

Khazaei said international financial standards must be applied in the banking system and made transparent, 
“because without interacting with other banks, there can be no communication or transfer of resources.”   

Foreign banks have been skittish about carrying out Iran-related transactions despite a nuclear accord which 
lifted most sanctions on the country early last year.

Meanwhile Central Bank Governor said that Iran’s economy is enjoying a stable status currently which makes 
it reassuring for investors, traders, and businesspeople.
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No Visit to Iranian Military Sites

Support of Afghan Kids’ Rights
ISNA* -  Iran’s new Minister of Education 
Mohammad Bat’haei has joined a social media 
campaign urging the right of education for the 
Afghanistani refugees currently in Iran.

Despite the fact that, Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei had issued an order 
permitting schooling, regardless of their 
residency status, to all refugee children in Iran 
back in 2015, access to the education appears to 
be full of obstacles for many Afghans residing in 
the Islamic Republic.

Mohammad Bat’haei in a recent Twitter post 
said that, “access to education, under any 
circumstances, is a right [given] to all 
individuals,” pledging to make full efforts 
aimed at upholding the right of education to 
every student from any nationality.

Woman Mayor
IRNA* -  Samaneh Shad-Del has been elected as 
the mayor for district 2 of the city of Zanjan, 
northwestern Iran.

Previously, she was the director for traffic and 
transportation affairs at Zanjan Municipality 
for four years.

Shad-Del has also served as the deputy mayor of 
Zanjan for cultural affairs.

She managed to be elected as the mayor thanks to 
her competence and experience.

She holds a master’s degree. She is married and 
has a 9-year-old daughter. 

However, her responsibility in the family has 
not kept her from making progress; rather, as 
she herself says, her family has been her 
biggest supporter and motivation for progress 
and development.

She is not the first woman to have assumed 
a top job in Iran. Qualified women have 
already been designated as deputy provincial 
governors, governors and mayors, further 
increasing women’s share of top managerial 
posts in the country.

No Gender Pay Gap
ILNA* -  Unlike some other countries where there 
is great concern over gender pay gap, in Iran the 
payments for women and men are virtually the 
same, a member of the Iranian Parliament says.

“The minimum wage and basic salary are 
essentially the same for men and women here, 
because of the laws that we have,” Parvaneh Mafi, 
who has also served as a member of the Society of 
Women of the Islamic Republic, said.

“There, however, may be minor differences that 
have to do with the fact that men are usually the 
bread winners of families, where sums are added to 
their salaries, or else differences in special 
occupations where the nature and field of job so 
necessitates,” the parliamentarian said.

She also noted that for women who head 
households there are legal considerations that 
contribute to their income as well.

Mobile Internet  
Users Reach 41m

MEHR* -  According to the latest statistics by 
Iran’s Ministry of Communications, mobile internet 
users in the country have reached to 41 million.

Recent statistics of Iran’s Ministry of 
Communications from June 2017 indicate that 
there are 30 million and 590 thousand landline 
phones in Iran. Until the end of spring 2017, 156 
million and 11 thousand SIM cards have been 
assigned to Iranians, of which 83 million and 244 
thousand are active.

Since 2013 which President Rouhani took 
office, the government has been emphasizing on 
the ICT developments in the country. Completing 
ICT infrastructure projects, expanding the 
country’s broadband network and provincial data 
centers, developing the 4G network and 
developing the country’s National Information 
Network have been some of the achievements of 
the current government.

TEHRAN (IRNA) – U.S. dual approaches resulted in 
creating insecurity and in endangering peace in the 
world, Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani said.

Larijani made the remarks Monday in a meeting with 
Chile Senate speaker Guido Girardi.

Unfortunately, big powers pay no attention to cultural 
and traditional differences, he said.

He pointed to U.S. attack on Iraq and Afghanistan as 
examples of such approach, saying most of the problems 
happened in recent decades are the results of this strategy.

There are some countries in which no elections has so 
far been held and even their so called parliament’s staff 
are being adopted by top officials, he added.

He went on to say that internal conflicts and polarizing 
countries will pave the way for foreigners’ presence.

Larijani urged independence and peace seeking countries 
to avoid such atmosphere to overcome their problems.

He also underscored the need to increase parliamentary, 
political and economic cooperation between Iran and Chile.

Meanwhile, Girardi said U.S. President Donald Trump 
behaviors have created new challenges in the world.

Fighting such behaviors requires consensus of those 
countries seeking for international independence and 
peace, he added.

Chile speaker called for Iran’s support in establishing 
international peace and security.

U.S. Dual Approaches Endanger Int’l Peace

Mohammad Baqer Nobakht was reacting to claims made by U.S. Ambassador to the 
UN Nikki Haley at meetings with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
officials in Vienna last week, during which she tried to pressure the Agency into 
inspecting Iran’s military sites under the JCPOA.

“Foreign Ministry  and relevant officials have all voiced their clear and stern 
position on this issue,” Nobakht said during his first press conference in Rouhani’s 
second-term cabinet, adding “Iran’s military sites are top secret and not accessible to 
anyone. What they [American officials] say is merely wishful thinking.”

“We will defend our national interests,” Nobakht stressed, dismissing any possibility 
of future inspection of Iran’s military sites by the IAEA.

About the date of President Rouhani’s trip to New York for the 72nd Regular 
Session of the UN General Assembly, Nobakht said details of the trip are usually 

discussed sometime around 16-22 September.
The 72nd Regular Session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA 72) will convene 

at UN Headquarters in New York on 12 September 2017 and last until 25 September. 
It is said that Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif may hold a meeting with his 
5+1 counterparts on the sidelines of the UN session to raise the issue of JCPOA 
implementation and US lack of commitment. 

TEHRAN (MNA) – Iranian 
Deputy Defense Minister for 
Parliamentarian Affairs, Reza 
Talaei Neek, has said defensive 
capabilities of Iran are among 
the best in the world.

“The Islamic Republic of 
Iran’s defense doctrine fits 
the territorial location and 
geopolitics of Iran,” said General Reza Talaie Neek on 
Tuesday, adding “and the very same doctrine requires 
us to have a comprehensive and symmetric defense.”

“Iran’s location demands ground, marine, air, and 
aerospace (missile) defense sectors to be developed 
consistent with improving the deterrence power,” 
highlighted the Iranian official.

After a bill was passed in Iran’s parliament in 2002, he 
recounted, to separate air industry as an independent 
organization from Defense Ministry, another bill won the 
vote of MPs to do the same with the aerospace industry, 
“because the missile section required expertise and 
priority, it was given independence from the Ministry as 
a result we are a prominent missile power today.”

He stated that surface and undersurface vessels, 
weapons, navigation systems, and off-shore equipment 
are among the productions of the newly separated 
organization for marine industries.

Mr. Talaie Neek underlined that Iran’s marine forces 
are self-sufficient in using the domestically 
manufactured products. Security concerns, according 
to the official, has made the Iranian to acquire the 
expertise needed for repairing military vessels.

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN – Majlis Vice-Speaker Ali Motahari called for cooperation between 
Iran and Vietnam in the international community, particularly on issues related 
to human rights.

“Western countries are making instrumental use of the human rights mechanism and 
adopting double-standard policies toward different countries. This necessitates closer 
cooperation between Iran and Vietnam on human rights issues,” said Deputy 
Parliament Speaker Ali Motahari in a Tuesday meeting with his Vietnamese 
counterpart Do Ba Ty in Tehran.

He went on to highlight the need for expanding cooperation with Vietnam in trade 
transactions, private sectors, economic cooperation, energy, development, and 
banking and financial affairs.

The Vietnamese official, for his part, said his visit as the head of a parliamentary 
delegation to Tehran, aims at improving the level of parliamentary relations between 
the two countries.

“Vietnam is fully aware of its close and friendly ties with Iran, and appreciates the 
Islamic Republic’s positive efforts for establishing peace and security in the region,” 
he added.

He went on to voice his country’s readiness to develop cooperation with Iran in the fields of economy and trade, 
science and new technologies, agriculture, as well as defense industry and national security. 

TEHRAN (Tasnim) –Foreign Ministry expressed grave 
concern about the continuation of discrimination and 
violence against Muslims in Myanmar that has resulted 
in the killing and forced displacement of thousands of 
Rohingya Muslims.

“Within the framework of respect for basic human 
rights and dignity as an internationally recognized 
norm, the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
expresses deep concern about the continued violation of 
Muslims’ rights in Myanmar, which has led to the death 

and forced immigration of many of them,” Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qasemi said.

He also expressed Iran’s dissatisfaction with the 
continuation of the “miserable situation and the 
slaughter and displacement of Myanmar Muslims.”

The spokesman further called on the Myanmarese 
government to adopt prudent and realistic policies to 
restore peace and peaceful coexistence to the Southeast 
Asian nation and prevent the institutionalization of the 
inhumane and violent situation.

TEHRAN (MNA) – The MPs approved a cooperation agreement on plant protection and quarantine between Iran 
and Azerbaijan.

At a public hearing on Tuesday, Iranian Parliament examined the report of the Agriculture Commission on the 
bill on cooperation in the field of plant protection and plant quarantine between the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan, comprising an introduction and 12 articles.

According to the notes to the implementation of Article 10 and 11 of this agreement, the compliance with 
principles 139 and 77 of the Constitution are obligatory.

Iran Among Prominent 
Missile Powers

Iran-Vietnam Human Rights Cooperation Needed in Int’l Community

Iran Decries Ongoing Violence Against Myanmar Muslims

Tehran, Baku to Cooperate on Plant Quarantine

Websites Review

TEHRAN (FNA) - Iranian Supreme Leader’s top aide for international affairs Ali Akbar Velayati 
rejected U.S. Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley’s demand from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency to visit Iran’s military sites, describing it as a dream that will not come true.

“The Americans should take this dream to grave and they will not be allowed to inspect our 
sensitive and military points,” Velayati told reporters in Tehran. He underlined that the 2015 nuclear 
deal doesn’t include inspection of Iran’s military sites, and said, “Specially when the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is a pivot of resistance, it doesn’t not allow visit to the sensitive sites at all.” 

Iran’s Military Sites 
“Top Secret”

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN – Government Spokesperson stressed the country’s 
stern and unwavering position against any outside attempts at 
inspecting its military sites under the pretext of the nuclear deal.

FM Urges 
Improvement of 
Ties with Chile

TEHRAN (FNA) - Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif underlined the need for 
the further strengthening of relations with Chile in 
different fields.

Zarif made the remarks in a meeting with Vice-President 
of the Chilean Senate Guido Girardi in Tehran.

During the meeting, he called for the development 
of relations between the two countries in the 
cultural, tourism, scientific and technological 
fields, describing free trade as an instance of good 
ties between Tehran and Santiago.

Girardi, for his part, said that his trip is aimed at 
bolstering ties with Iran, and added, “Iran and Chile 
are important countries in their geographical regions.”

In relevant remarks in 2014, Iran’s President 
Hassan Rouhani and Chile’s non-resident 
Ambassador to Iran Christian Barros Mellet in a 
meeting voiced their firm will to strengthen all-out 
ties between Tehran and Santiago.

Iran has in recent years expanded friendly ties 
with Latin America, specially in economic, trade 

and industrial fields.
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Shafei yesterday met visiting Chile Senate Speaker Guido Girardi and discussed 
ways of boosting trade and economic interactions.

He pointed to the huge potentials for enhancing relation between Iran and Chile 
adding that it has not happened because both countries are unknown for businessmen 
of both states and called for exchange of economic delegations.

He said Chile is one of the rich countries in South America and it enjoys  
good mining capacity. He added that Iran and Chile had good cooperation  
in mining and copper sectors in the past and called for reinforcing the ties  
in the post-JCPOA era.

Shafei pointed to the agriculture and energy sectors as potential grounds for 
cooperation between Iran and Chile.

He admitted that potentials of both countries are unknown for economic activists of 
both states adding that chambers of commerce can help economic activists through 

meetings and exchange of economic delegations. He reiterated that Chile for its good 
economic security is the entry gate to South America and it is Iran’s main target in 
the South American states.

Girardi, for his part, said that Chile is to dispatch ambassador to Tehran and to 
reinforce its commercial sector in the embassy in order to enhance ties with Iran.

He admitted that both countries have not used potentials and it is time to rebuild 
relation and to resume economic relation.

He admitted that the trade volume of both countries is not satisfactory and both 
states should find ways for deepening trade ties.

He also called for exchange of trade delegations and welcomed Mr. Shafei’s 
proposal for exchange of delegations.

Germany Willing to Provide Iran Air With All-Out Assistance

S. Korea to Join Iran in Industrializing Technology

PRAYER TIME
Noon (Zohr)                            13:04
Evening (Maghreb)            19:53
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr)      05:08
Tomorrow’s Sunrise              06:35

60. When it is said to them, “Adore ye ((Allah)) Most Gracious!”, they say,  
“And what is ((Allah)) Most Gracious? Shall we adore that which thou commandest us?”  

And it increases their flight (from the Truth).
61. Blessed is He Who made constellations in the skies, and placed therein a Lamp and a Moon giving light;
62. And it is He Who made the Night and the Day to follow each other: for such as have the will 
to celebrate His praises or to show their gratitude.       Surah 25. The Criterion, The Standard ( 60 - 62 )

TEHRAN - Iran has started exporting medicines to 
Turkey and Iraq, the Iranian vice-president in charge of 
Science and Technology said.

“The export of the medicinal products needs 
international confirmations and standards, and 
obtaining these certificates was impossible before the 
signing of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA),” Iranian vice president for science and 
technology Sorena Sattari said.

“The registration of each medicine needs a clinical 
trial. These medicines were under the clinical trial for  
3 years to get the certificates from Russia and 
fortunately for the first time two Iranian medicines are 
registering in Europe,” he added.

“We have supplied five types of registered medicines 
in Russia, biotechnology medicines exported to Russia 
take the whole market of this country and have 
replaced US medicines,” Sattari went on to say.

Iran Starts Exporting 
Medicines to Iraq, Turkey

Chile Is Iran’s Trade 
Target in South America
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TEHRAN – The Chairman of Iran’s Chamber of Commerce  
Mr. Gholamhossein Shafei says Chile can be Iran’s target for 
trade in South America due to its potentials and called for 
exchange of trade delegations.

TEHRAN (MNA) – The MPs approved a cooperation 
agreement on plant protection and quarantine between 
Iran and Azerbaijan.

At a public hearing on Tuesday, Iranian Parliament 
examined the report of the Agriculture Commission 
on the bill on cooperation in the field of plant 
protection and plant quarantine between the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan, comprising 
an introduction and 12 articles.

According to the notes to the implementation of Article 
10 and 11 of this agreement, the compliance with 
principles 139 and 77 of the Constitution are obligatory.
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TEHRAN - German ambassador to Iran 
has expressed his country’s willingness to 
provide assistance to Iran’s flag carrier 
airline, Iran Air.

German Ambassador to Iran Michael 
Klor-Berchtold says his country’s Federal 
Ministry of Transport and Digital 
Infrastructure is interested in providing 
Iran Air, the Airline of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, with all-out support.

He made the remarks in a meeting with 
the national airline’s first-ever woman 
CEO, Farzaneh Sharafbafi, who has 
recently taken the helm of Iran Air.

Envoy congratulating Sharafbafi on 
her appointment as the first woman 
chief of Iran Air in its history. 

The German envoy expressed the hope that she could help strengthen longstanding relations 
between Iran Air and Germany.

Enumerating the moves and measures made and taken by the Iranian Ministry of Road and Urban Development 
following the implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action in January 2016,  
Klor-Berchtold pledged Germany’s all-out support for Iran Air on behalf of the German Minister of Transport and 
Digital Infrastructure, Alexander Dobrindt.

This was the first meeting between a top official from the German Embassy in Tehran and an Iran Air CEO after 
the victory of Iran’s 1979 Islamic Revolution.

TEHRAN (MNA) – South Korea’s envoy to Tehran 
asserted that his country will back Iran in 
industrializing technology.

“South Korea supports 
Iran in industrializing 
technology,” said the 
ambassador of South 
Korea to Tehran on 
Monday. The diplomat 
made the remark in the 
concluding session of 
the seminar on ‘KSP 
(Knowledge Sharing 
P r o g r a m )  a n d 
interaction with South 
Korea’ held by Iran’s 
National Fund of Elites 
in Tehran at the venue 
of the Center for 
Technological and Innovative Cooperation.

Highlighting the good relations between the two 
countries, the South Korean diplomat voiced hope that the 
seminar would broaden the technological cooperation 
between the two countries in the area of ICT.

Ali Morteza Birang, Deputy for International Affairs 
and Technology Exchange at Science Department of 
Iran’s Presidential Office was another figure to address 
the seminar. Mr. Birang said that Iran is currently at a 
transitory stage to move toward knowledge based 
economy and there are more than 3000 KB firms 
registered at the department receiving variety of 100 
services from the presidential body.

The vice-President of the Electronics and 
Telecommunications Research Institute (ETRI) of 
Korea and the ambassador of South Korea to Tehran 
were the special guest at the seminar.

Tehran, Baku to Cooperate  
On Plant Quarantine
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TEHRAN – Managing Director of SAIPA auto-making 
company says the company’s strategy is to present two 
new brand products annually.

Addressing in a ceremony for unveiling Saina 
Automat car, Dr. Mehdi Jamali pointed to the 
performance of the company last year, adding that 
several concerns of the company have been solved and 
today there is bright future for the company.

He noted that today, SAIPA is a leading company in 
all fields like creativity, new brand innovation and 
designing and it has good diversity in its products to 
present different types of vehicles in the market and it 
is an indication to the good management and fantastic 
technical capabilities and designing.

Jamali added that SAIPA Automat rolled into the 
market in one month and next month another product 
which is Quick will enter the market.

He noted the company will present new product 
SP100 in upcoming months and new Citroen products 
will enter the market by yearend. He went on to say that 
the second product of SP100 will be sold next year.

He reiterated that the company is a pioneer one, and 
is moving in direction of resilient economy by relying 
on local engineers.

He asserted that because of good diversity of 
products, the company can replace Pride with new cars. 
He said that the company is currently manufacturing 
one type of vehicle annually and its strategy is to 
increase it by 2.

During the ceremony, SAIPA honored 15 best sale 
and after-sale offices.
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TEHRAN - Iran Mercantile Exchange  
(IME) witnessed the trading of more than  
2.84 million tons of commodities valued at $1.17 billion 
during the fifth month of the current fiscal year (July 
23-August 22), indicating a 25% and 20% growth in 
trade volume and value compared to the month before.

Oil and petrochemical commodities had the lion’s 
share of trade, accounting for 1.68 million tons 
worth $614.09 million of the month’s total trade. 
They included 737,000 tons of bitumen, 427,000 
tons of vacuum bottom, 271,000 tons of polymers, 
91,052 tons of chemicals, 74,000 tons of lube cuts, 
28,000 tons of sulfur, 4,692 tons of lubricants, 4,214 
tons of roof insulations and 1,600 tons of slop wax.

Industrial and mineral products came next with 
844,000 tons of goods traded for $474.98 million. 
The traded commodities included 644,000 tons of 
steel products, 165,000 tons of iron ore, 26,365 
tons of copper, 7,820 tons of aluminum, 700 tons of 
sulfur molybdenum and 13 kilograms of gold bars.

Agricultural commodities came last, as they accounted 
for 264,416 tons worth $82.55 million of the month’s 
total trade. They included 756,000 day-old chicken, 2,745 
tons of frozen chicken, 177,693 tons of wheat, 1,000 tons 
of soybean, 38,275 tons of sugar, 100 tons of unprocessed 
vegetable oil, 6,530 tons of corn and 37,587 tons of 
barley. IME’s secondary market was host to 23,178 tons 
of agricultural goods, 5,864 tons of scrap metal, 2,925 

tons of minerals and 400 tons of sulfate.

IME Trade 
Value Up 20% 
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SAIPA to Present Two 
New Products Annually

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN – The second round of Noor Student 
Competition winners were announced during a press 
conference in Tehran.

 Over 5000 students had participated in the competition 
by producing and sending about 2000 short films in all 
fields of science including physics, chemistry, biology, 
mathematics and astronomy.

Press conference of the second round of Noor Student 
Competition - Recognition of Prof. Jackie Ying- the 
laureate of the Mustafa(pbuh) Prize 2015 - was held 
with the participation of Mustafa(pbuh) Science and 
Technology Foundation (MSTF) officials and the 
reporters of several domestic and international media.

“One of the distinctive features of the second round of 
Noor Student Competition compared with previous one 
is participating other regional countries.” Said Mahdi 
Saffarinia, Secretary of the Mustafa(pbuh) Prize’s 
Policy Making Council, in his speech in this conference.

Addressing Prof. Ying’s outstanding achievements, 
especially in inspiring the young generations,  Saffarinia 
added: “it is important for students to have deeper 
awareness about  influential scientists in Islam world”. 

Last year, due to the 1000th anniversary of authoring 
‘The Book of Optics’ by “Ibn al-Haytham” the first 
round of this competition was held in commemoration 
of this eminent Muslim scholar.

5109 students in form of 2194 groups took part in 
second round by sending a sum of 1194 60-second 
films of their scientific experiments in all fields of 
science, including physics, chemistry, biology, 
mathematics and astronomy, to the MSTF. 

Also the winners will be honored for their achievements 
in the closing ceremony which will be held in “Hozeh 
Honari - Andisheh Hall” on September the first, 2017, 
coinciding with the anniversary of Eid al-Adha. 

Mustafa(pbuh) Science and Technology Foundation 
lunched annual “Noor Student Competition” in early 
December last year, in order to identify students 
strengths and talents, fostering and encouraging them 
and developing new perspectives in student 
communities, as well as promoting scientific 
cooperation among educational centers.

While the third round of this program will be held in 
December, coinciding with reward giving ceremony of 
Mustafa(pbuh) Prize, Two rounds of this plan were held 
in Tehran (2015) and Kuala Lumpur (2016), respectively.

Noor Student Competition 
Winners Announced
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ISLAMABAD (Dispatches) - Pakistan summoned India’s Deputy High 
Commissioner J.P. Singh on Monday to lodge a protest against what it called 
a recent “unprovoked ceasefire violation” in Kashmir.

The foreign ministry, in a statement, said Indian forces on Sunday 
killed three civilians, including a woman, in the disputed region’s 
Rawalakot Sector.

Pakistan said a house was hit by an Indian mortar in Fatehpur village, 
killing the three members of one family and injuring two others.

BERLIN (Dispatches) - A 32-year-old German man admitted in court on 
Monday that he sold the weapon used by a teenage gunman who killed nine 
people in Munich last year, a court spokesman said, adding that the defendant 
told relatives he felt sorry for his actions.

David Ali Sonboly, 18, killed nine people before shooting himself dead. 
Another 27 people were injured. Police concluded the German-born Sonboly 
was a deranged lone gunman obsessed with mass killings who drew no 
inspiration from Islamist militancy.

Pakistan Summons  
Indian Envoy 

German Admits Selling Gun 

To Munich Attack Shooter

KHARTOUM (Dispatches)- Sudan’s foreign minister 
said on Tuesday that his country, which has been under 
U.S. sanctions for 20 years, was looking forward to 
normal ties being restored.

The minister, Ibrahim Ghandour, made his 
remarks at a meeting with U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s new aid administrator ahead of an Oct. 12 
deadline for a decision by Washington on easing 
some of the sanctions.

“We know the queries in the mind of each one of us,” 
Ghandour told Mark Green, head of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID).

“On our side we look forward for a normalization of 
our relations with an important country - the important 
country in the world - the U.S.,” said Ghandour, who 
has overseen dialogue with Washington over the easing 
of 20-year-old sanctions.

He added: “I look forward to seeing a normal relation 
between my country and yours.”

Former U.S. President Barack Obama announced the 
easing of sanctions in January, just before he stepped 
down, as a goodwill gesture recognizing Sudan’s 
increased cooperation in the fight against terrorism and 
Khartoum’s pivot from Iran to the Gulf States.

Any such move could suspend a trade embargo, 
unfreeze assets and remove financial restrictions that 
have hobbled the Sudanese economy.

The North African country wants to regain access to 
the global banking system, potentially unlocking badly 
needed trade and foreign investment. It needs both to 
cope with an inflation rate of 35 percent and a shortage 
of foreign currency that has crippled its ability to 
purchase from abroad.

But implementation of the move was delayed for six 
months to allow Sudan more time to make progress on 
key demands and to give the new Trump administration 
time to settle in.

BERLIN (Dispatches) - German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron on 
Monday called for Russia and Ukraine to increase 
their efforts to implement a fragile ceasefire agreement 
in eastern Ukraine.

The conflict between Ukrainian forces and Russian-
backed separatists has claimed more than 10,000 lives 
since it erupted in 2014. Germany and France have 
tried to convince both sides to implement a peace deal 
agreed in Minsk in 2015 but with little success so far.

Merkel and Macron said they were concerned that 
the security situation in eastern Ukraine had not 
significantly improved since they held a four-way 
telephone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and his Ukrainian counterpart Petro Poroshenko in 
the so-called Normandy format on Aug. 22.

“We urge President Putin and President Poroshenko 
to fully respect their commitments, to support the 
ceasefire in a public and clear manner, and to ensure 
that appropriate instructions have been sent to the 
military and local forces,” they said in a joint 
statement issued by the chancellery in Berlin.

They said the ceasefire agreement was still violated 
too often, including with the use of heavy weapons. 
They called on all parties to provide observers from 
the OSCE security watchdog with safe and unimpeded 
access to areas within the battle zones.

“The OSCE observer mission continues to report 
threats to its staff and restrictions on their freedom of 
movement, particularly in the areas not controlled by 
the Ukrainian government,” Merkel and Macron said.

Both the European Union and the United States 
imposed broad economic sanctions on Russia’s 
financial, defence and energy sectors in response to 
Moscow’s annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014 
and its direct support for separatists in eastern Ukraine.

Moscow denies direct involvement in the 
conflict despite NATO’s assertions its troops are 
supporting the rebels.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres urged Myanmar to grant access 
to humanitarian agencies following reports of mass 
civilian casualties after raids by security forces 
against Rohingya insurgents.

“The secretary-general is deeply concerned at 
the reports of civilians being killed during 
security operations in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state,” Guterres’ office said.

Rohingya group says thousands killed in 
MyanmarRohingya group says thousands killed 
in Myanmar

The secretary-general  recognized 
neighboring Bangladesh’s help in hosting 
refugees from Rakhine, calling “for 
humanitarian agencies to be granted unfettered 
and free access to affected communities in 
need of assistance and protection.

“Many of those fleeing are women and 
children, some of whom are wounded,” the 
statement said. “The United Nations stands 
ready to provide all necessary support to both 
Myanmar and Bangladesh in that regard.”

Deadly attacks on border posts in Rakhine 
state broke out Friday, leaving a soldier,  
10 police officers, an immigration official and 
77 militants dead, the Office of State Counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi said in a statement.

Later, media reports emerged saying 
Myanmar security forces used disproportionate 
force and displaced thousands of Rohingya 
Muslim villagers, destroying homes with 
mortars and machine guns.

The region has seen simmering tensions 
between its Buddhist and Muslim populations 
since communal violence broke out in 2012.

A UN report last year said there had been 
human rights violations against Rohingya by 
the security forces which included crimes 
against humanity. The UN considers 
Rohingya to be the most persecuted minority 
in the world.

UN Chief Deeply 

Concerned Over 

Myanmar Violence

TOKYO (Dispatches) - North Korea fired a ballistic 
missile over Japan’s northern Hokkaido island into the 
sea early on Tuesday, prompting warnings to residents 
to take cover and drawing a sharp reaction from 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

The test, one of the most provocative ever from the 
reclusive state, came as U.S. and South Korean forces 
conduct annual military exercises on the peninsula, angering 
North Korea which sees them as a preparation for invasion.

North Korea has conducted dozens of ballistic missile tests 
under young leader Kim Jong Un, the most recent on 
Saturday, in defiance of U.N. sanctions, but firing projectiles 
over mainland Japan is rare.

“North Korea’s reckless action is an unprecedented, serious 
and a grave threat to our nation,” Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe told reporters.

Abe said he spoke to U.S. President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday and they agreed to increase pressure on North 
Korea. Trump also said the United States was “100 percent 
with Japan”, Abe told reporters.

The U.S. disarmament ambassador said Washington still 
needed to do “further analysis” of the launch, but it will be the 
subject of a U.N. Security Council meeting later in the day.

“It’s another provocation by North Korea, they just seem to 
continue to happen,” U.S. envoy Robert Wood told reporters 
in Geneva. “This is a big concern of course to my 
government and to a number of other governments,” Wood 
said before a session of the U.N.-sponsored Conference on 
Disarmament.North Korean Ambassador Han Tae Song told 
the session the United States was driving the Korean 
peninsula “towards and extreme level of explosion” by 
deploying strategic assets and conducting nuclear war drills.

In China, North Korea’s lone major ally, Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying said the crisis was “approaching 

a critical juncture”, but it was also maybe a turning point to 
open the door to peace talks.

South Korea’s military said the missile was launched from 
near the North Korean capital, Pyongyang, just before 6 a.m. 
(2100 GMT Monday) and flew 2,700 km (1,680 miles), 
reaching an altitude of about 550 km (340 miles).

Four South Korean fighter jets bombed a military firing range 
on Tuesday after President Moon Jae-in asked the military to 
demonstrate capabilities to counter North Korea.South Korea 
and the United States had discussed deploying additional 
“strategic assets” on the Korean peninsula, the presidential Blue 
House said in a statement, without giving more details.

Sudan Looks Forward to 
Normalizing Ties With U.S.

North Korea Missile Launch Over 
Japan Sharply Escalates Tension

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its requirements 
�I�U�R�P���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���W�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���R�Q�H���V�W�D�J�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�H�Q�G�H�U�����F�R�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�����X�S�R�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�H�U�P�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V��
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
�7�K�H���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q�����D�U�W�L�F�O�H�������-�������L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Z���R�I���W�H�Q�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���R�X�W���E�D�V�H���R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�H�H�W�V���T�X�D�O�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H��
evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
�,�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���������������������5�L�D�O�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�D�L�G���W�R���6�,�%�$���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U�������������������������������R�I���1�,�'�&���L�Q���%�D�Q�N���0�H�O�L��
Iran and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Notice: �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���1���,���'���&���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���U�X�O�H�����W�K�H���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���M�R�E���U�H�I�H�U�D�O�V���L�Q���S�U�R�F�X�U�P�H�Q�W���¿�H�O�G���L�V���I�R�X�U���D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G��
in process contract. 
Reciving of documents:
�7�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���R�E�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���W�H�Q���G�D�\�V���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���G�D�W�H���R�I�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G��
�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���3�U�R�F�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���'�H�S�W�������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W��
�V�T�X�D�U�H�����$�K�Z�D�]�����,�5�$�1��
Notice: ���2�Q�O�\���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���R�U���O�H�J�D�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���D�S�S�O�\���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�L�H�Y�H���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�X�F�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���S�U�R�F�X�U�P�H�Q�W���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���G�X�H��
�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���W�H�Q�G�H�U�Z�L�O�O���E�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U���I�U�R�P���W�H�Q�G�H�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H����
C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evalua ting ��
�7�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V�� �V�K�D�O�O�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�X�R�V�O�\�� �H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H�V�� �R�I�� �E�L�G�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �E�D�Q�N�� �J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���$������ �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �R�I�I�H�U���&���� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�P�S�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �R�I��
�W�H�Q�G�H�U�� �G�X�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���%���� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�L�R�Q�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�H�H�W�V�� �L�Q�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �L�Q�� �&�'�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� ������ �G�D�\�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �O�D�V�W�� �G�D�\�� �R�I��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���U�H�F�L�Y�H�G���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����7�H�Q�G�H�U���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W���V�T�X�D�U�H�����$�K�Z�D�]�����,�5�$�1����
Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:  
A)�%�D�Q�N���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���R�U���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���L�V�V�X�H�G���E�\���Q�R�Q���E�D�Q�N���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�H�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O����������
�%�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���,�V�O�D�P�L�F���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���,�U�D�Q��
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
�7�K�L�V���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���Y�D�O�L�G���I�R�U���������G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�G�D�E�O�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���)�R�U���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H���L�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���F�U�H�G�L�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W��
�0�R�U�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���	���R�W�K�H�U���W�H�Q�G�H�U�V���L�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���F�O�L�F�N���R�Q����WWW.NIDC.IR 

 Foreign Procurement Dept 
 National Iranian Drilling Company 

PERMIT NO : 1396.2402

Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender 
(First Publish/Seconed Publish)One-Stage(compressed) 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

No TENDER NO. / INDENT NO 
Tenders Portal 

Reg. No. 
Subject of Tender 

ESTIMATED 
VALUE (Rial) 

TENDER GUARANTEE 

Rial Euro 

1
Tender No: .:fp/05-96/037 

Indent No.: 9645032
1,497,682

Parts for hailan measuring 
weile drilling mwd

10,460,055,000524,000,00014,971

SECONED ANNOUNCEMENT Russia, Ukraine 

Urged to Step Up 

Peace Efforts
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Turkish Economic Confidence Hits 5-Year Peak

BERLIN (Dispatches) - German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel backs the idea of a European Monetary 
Fund on Tuesday and said she could imagine 
creating a combined European finance and economy 
minister, signalling a willingness to deepen euro 
zone integration.

Merkel said she supported the “very good idea” 
floated by her finance minister, Wolfgang 
Schaeuble, to turn the euro zone’s rescue fund, the 
European Stability Mechanism (ESM), into a 
European Monetary Fund.

“It could make us even more stable and allow us to 
show the world that we have all the mechanisms in 
our own portfolio of the euro zone to be able to react 
well to unexpected situations,” she told reporters.

Signalling she is ready to press ahead with deeper 
European integration, Merkel said she did not rule 
out a French idea to have a common euro zone 
finance minister.

“I could also imagine a (combined) economy and 
finance minister,” she said, adding that this could 
allow for better coordination on budget and 
economic policies.

BEIJING (Reuters) - 
China’s top coal 
miner Shenhua Group 
Corp Ltd will take 
over China Guodian 
Group Corp, among 
the country’s top five 
state power producers, 
in a deal that will 
create the world’s 
largest power utility worth $278 billion.

The companies have been in talks about a merger 
for several months as Beijing aims to shake up its 
indebted and inefficient state sector, streamline the 
number of companies and create globally 
competitive firms in sectors including power 
generation, shipping and metals.

The Guodian-Shenhua deal was announced on 
Monday by China’s State-owned Assets Supervision 
and Administration Commission (SASAC) in a  
one-line statement that gave no other details.

In a filing later on Monday, Shenhua’s listed unit 
China Shenhua Energy Co Ltd (601088.SS) said its 
parent will absorb Guodian as part of the deal and the 
new company will be called National Energy Group.

Beijing has merged 15 SOEs since 2015 and 
currently manages 103 - a number that could 
eventually fall to about 40, state media reported.

The combined entity would have an installed 
capacity topping 225 gigawatts, leapfrogging EDF 
and Enel to become the world’s biggest power 
company by capacity, according to Frank Yu, 
principal consultant for Asia-Pacific Power and 
Renewables at Wood Mackenzie. It would also be 
the largest wind power developer with 33 gigawatts 
of capacity and the biggest coal producer, he said.

The deal will provide Guodian with a captive 
coal supply that will help manage its price risks 
for its main raw material, give it access to 
Shenhua’s infrastructure of rail, harbours and 
shipping fleet, as well as its deep cash reserves 
that will help the power producer pay off its 
large debts, analysts said.

Juncker Slams U.K.  
Brexit Position Papers 

Merkel Supports European 
Monetary Fund Idea

China Set to Create  
World’s Top Utility

Debt Cut for Greece Not on Agenda for Now

Oil Prices Dip as Market Grapples With Hurricane Damage
LONDON (Dispatches) - Crude prices dipped on Tuesday as the 
market grappled with the shutdown of some 13 percent of refining 
capacity in the United States after a hurricane ripped through the 
heart of the country’s oil industry.

The refinery closures helped push U.S. gasoline futures to a  
two-year high of $1.7799 per gallon on Monday, although they had 
receded to $1.7078 on Tuesday.

LONDON (Dispatches) - European 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
lashed out at the U.K.’s Brexit position 
documents after British negotiators revealed 
a growing exasperation at what they see as 
the European Union’s stubbornness.

“I’ve read all the position papers produced 
by Her Majesty’s government and none of 
them is satisfactory, “Juncker said on 
Tuesday at a conference in Brussels, shortly 
before talks between the U.K. and the EU 
resume. “There is still an enormous amount 
of issues that remain to be settled.”

The stage had already been set for an 
intense round of negotiations after the 
EU’s chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, and 
Brexit Secretary David Davis met on 
Monday for the first time since mid-July 
and candidly aired their frustration at each 
other’s approaches.

The U.K. has published 11 documents outlining its positions in areas that need to 
be settled as part of its withdrawal from the EU, ranging from data protection to 
nuclear safety and customs arrangements. While the U.K. hoped the papers would 
persuade the EU to deal with their future relationship at the same time as the most 
pressing separation issues, European diplomats criticized the documents for being 
unrealistic and failing to nail down what exactly the U.K. was asking for.

A plea for the EU to show flexibility and hurry talks along was immediately 
snubbed by Barnier, who accused Britain of a lack of clarity. The U.K. camp believes 
negotiations could progress if Barnier’s team didn’t follow its mandate to the letter.

 “We must start negotiating seriously; we need U.K. papers that are clear in order to 
have constructive negotiations,” Barnier told reporters as he stood alongside Davis 

before their meeting on Monday. “The 
sooner we remove the ambiguity the 
sooner we will be able to be in a position 
to discuss the future relationship and a 
transitional period.”

With eight weeks to go until a key EU 
summit at which the bloc’s leaders will be 
asked to judge whether the negotiations have 
made “sufficient progress” to allow the U.K. 
to open trade discussions, the talks have 
made little headway on Britain’s financial 
settlement and plans for the Irish border. 
Officials will try to tackle both on Tuesday.

“There’s growing impatience in Brussels -- 
for the moment it seems that U.K. decision-
makers are busy arguing at home,” said 
Carsten Nickel, deputy director of research at 
Teneo Intelligence. “If the papers question the 
agreed sequencing, then what we’re actually 
seeing is a rolling back of progress achieved.”

The U.K.’s bill remains the biggest stumbling block to an agreement, with Davis 
determined not to tell the EU where it accepts it has obligations. This month he told 
the BBC that this was part of his negotiators’ “constructive ambiguity” approach to 
try to obtain a better deal. Standing with Barnier, Davis told reporters that “the week 
ahead is about driving forward the technical discussions across all the issues. But in 
order to do that we’ll require flexibility and imagination from both sides.”

The U.K. doesn’t appear to have given up on exploiting potential rifts between the 
European Commission and the countries that give it its mandate. Davis at one point 
said some of the EU’s 27 government backed his demands. Earlier on Monday the 
French presidency denied a report in the Daily Telegraph that it was willing to take a 
softer stance on when trade talks could begin.

ANKARA (Dispatches) - Turkey’s economic confidence index climbed to its highest level since July 2012, 
according to official data released on Tuesday.

The economic confidence index increased by 2.5 percent to 106 points in August, up from 103.4 points 
in July, the Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat) said in a report.

TurkStat noted that monthly hikes in real, services, retail trade and construction sector confidence indexes 
maintained the rise in economic confidence.

Among all indexes, the construction confidence index rose the most, by 3.3 percent, to 88.3 points.
The real sector confidence index climbed to 110.2 points with a 2.3 percent month-on-month increase, 

followed by services (105.4 points) and retail trade (108.5 points) sectors with increases of 1.6 percent and 
1.1 percent, respectively.

In August, only the consumer confidence index declined, down 0.3 percent to 71.1 points.
According to the TurkStat definition, the index indicates an optimistic outlook regarding the general 

economic situation when it is above 100. It indicates a pessimistic outlook when it is below 100.

BERLIN (Dispatches) - Greece must press ahead with 
implementing its reforms-for-aid program and become 
more competitive, German Finance Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble was quoted as saying, adding that debt relief 
for Athens was “currently” not on the agenda.

Euro zone finance ministers and the International 
Monetary Fund reached an agreement on Greece in 
June, paving the way for new emergency loans for 
Athens while leaving the contentious issue of debt 
relief for later.

Asked in an interview with the newspaper 
Mannheimer Morgen if he could envisage a partial cut 
in debt for Greece, Schaeuble said, “That’s currently 
not on the agenda at all.”

Chancellor Angela Merkel and Schaeuble do not want 
to discuss any details of debt relief for Greece 
before federal elections on Sept. 24, in which 
the far-right euro-skeptic AfD party is forecast 
to enter parliament for the first time.

Starting a discussion about debt relief would 
send the wrong signal to Athens at a time when 
the economy was doing better and recovering, 
Schaeuble told Mannheimer Morgen.

“The country doesn’t need a debt cut now, but 
it must continually work on its competitiveness,” 
Schaeuble said. He pointed out that Greece’s 
borrowing costs for the next 10 to 15 years were 
already relatively low.

“Above all, as long as member states are 
responsible for financial and economic policy, 
they must also bear the consequences of their 
own decisions themselves”, he said.

Schaeuble, whose insistence on reforms to 
public finances in Athens have long made him a 
hate figure for many Greeks, has signaled his 
readiness to deepen euro zone integration as 
long as risks and liabilities arising from political 
decisions remain linked.

Merkel’s conservative Christian Democrats are 
leading the center-left Social Democrats by about 
15 percentage points in opinion polls and are the 
heavy favorites to retain power after the election.

Schaeuble, who has been finance minister 
since 2009 and will turn 75 on Sept. 18, has 
signaled his willingness to continue as finance 
minister. But Merkel could be forced to sacrifice 
him to secure a coalition deal.
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National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its requirements 
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evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
�,�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���������������������5�L�D�O�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�D�L�G���W�R���6�,�%�$���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U�������������������������������R�I���1�,�'�&���L�Q���%�D�Q�N���0�H�O�L��
Iran and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Notice:  �$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���1���,���'���&���W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���U�X�O�H�����W�K�H���O�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���M�R�E���U�H�I�H�U�D�O�V���L�Q���S�U�R�F�X�U�P�H�Q�W���¿�H�O�G���L�V���I�R�X�U���D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G��
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�S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���3�U�R�F�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���'�H�S�W�������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W��
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�G�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���W�H�Q�G�H�U�Z�L�O�O���E�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U���I�U�R�P���W�H�Q�G�H�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
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�7�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V�� �V�K�D�O�O�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�X�R�V�O�\�� �H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H�V�� �R�I�� �E�L�G�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �E�D�Q�N�� �J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���$������ �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �R�I�I�H�U���&���� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�P�S�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �R�I��
�W�H�Q�G�H�U�� �G�X�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���%���� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�L�R�Q�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�H�H�W�V�� �L�Q�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �L�Q�� �&�'�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� ������ �G�D�\�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �O�D�V�W�� �G�D�\�� �R�I��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���U�H�F�L�Y�H�G���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����7�H�Q�G�H�U���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W���V�T�X�D�U�H�����$�K�Z�D�]�����,�5�$�1��
Notice:  The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids.
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:
A)�%�D�Q�N���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���R�U���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���L�V�V�X�H�G���E�\���Q�R�Q���E�D�Q�N���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�H�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���%�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���,�V�O�D�P�L�F���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F��
of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company.
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
�7�K�L�V���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���Y�D�O�L�G���I�R�U���������G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�G�D�E�O�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���)�R�U���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H���L�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���F�U�H�G�L�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W��
�0�R�U�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���	���R�W�K�H�U���W�H�Q�G�H�U�V���L�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���F�O�L�F�N���R�Q����WWW.NIDC.IR
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 National Iranian Drilling Company 
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TENDER GUARANTEE

RialEuro

1
Tender No.:FP/04-96/015
Indent No.:08-22-9645017

1,497,645
P/F “MSP/DRILEX”

GATE VALVE
2,092,243,000144,000,0003,705



Trump Ends Obama Era Military Surplus Restrictions

Inspecting Iran Military Sites Forbidden
TEHRAN - Inspecting Iran’s military sites is against the spirit and context of the 2015 international nuclear deal, 
said an Iranian senior lawmaker on Tuesday.

‘Inspecting Iran’s military sites is absolutely forbidden,’ Hossein Naqavi-Hosseini said that that Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
had seriously responded to the issue presenting necessary documents.

Naqavi-Hosseini, who is spokesman for Majlis (Parliament) National Security and Foreign Policy Commission, 
added, ‘We never let the (military) centers be inspected, and no more words is left to be said to this end.’
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WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - President Donald Trump on Monday ended his predecessor’s restrictions on controversial 
deliveries of military surplus equipment to local police forces.

Attorney General Jeff Sessions told a law enforcement gathering in Nashville, Tennsessee, that Trump’s executive order 
“will ensure that you can get the lifesaving gear that you need to do your job and send a strong message that we will not 
allow criminal activity, violence, and lawlessness to become the new normal”.

Former President Barack Obama decided to curtail the 1033 program in the wake of the police response to civil unrest 
in Ferguson, Missour,i in 2014 that saw law enforcement take to the streets with military-style equipment, including 
armored personnel carriers.The presence of such equipment on streets led to widespread criticism within the country and 
abroad about the militarization of American police forces, prompting Obama’s decision to halt deliveries of tracked 
armored vehicles and tactical equipment including grenade launchers and bayonets to state, city and local police forces.
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PARIS (Dispatches) - Europe’s “big four” continental powers and three African states 
agreed a plan on Monday to tackle illegal human trafficking and support nations 
struggling to contain the flow of people across the desert and Mediterranean sea.

The 28-nation European Union has long struggled to reach a coherent answer to 
the influx of migrants fleeing war, poverty and political upheaval in the Middle East 
and Africa, and the crisis is testing cooperation between member states.

After hosting the leaders of Germany, Italy, Spain, Chad, Niger and Libya, French 
President Emmanuel Macron said it was time for greater coordination.

“We must all act together - from the source countries to Europe and passing by the 
transit countries, especially Libya - to be efficient,” he told reporters. “It’s a 
challenge as much for the EU as for the African Union.”

While the meeting was sparse on concrete details, the leaders agreed on the 
principle of setting up a mechanism to identify legitimate migrants who are fleeing 
war and persecution, and to use the United Nations to register them in Niger and 
Chad so as to prevent them being exploited by traffickers.

“At the core of it, it’s all about fighting illegal migration,” German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel told a news conference.

She said that Berlin was willing to increase its efforts.
“If we want to stop human traffickers, then this can only be achieved through 

development aid,” she said.
The migrant crisis has put Paris and Rome at odds. Italy has accused France and 

other EU states of not sharing the migrant burden and has also asked the  
EU Commission for more budget flexibility to help it tackle the crisis.

Nearly 120,000 migrants, including refugees, have entered Europe by sea so far 
this year, according to the International Organization for Migration. More than 2,400 
have drowned while making the dangerous journey, often without enough food or 

water in overcrowded dinghies run by people smugglers.
“We are all committed to reducing the damage, the death of Africans in the desert, 

the death of Africans crossing the Mediterranean,” Chad President Idriss Deby said.
“The fundamental problem will always remain development. We need resources,” 

he said.
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�7�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V�� �V�K�D�O�O�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�X�R�V�O�\�� �H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H�V�� �R�I�� �E�L�G�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �E�D�Q�N�� �J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���$������ �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �R�I�I�H�U���&���� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�P�S�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �R�I��
�W�H�Q�G�H�U�� �G�X�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���%���� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�L�R�Q�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�H�H�W�V�� �L�Q�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H�� �L�Q�� �&�'�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� ������ �G�D�\�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �O�D�V�W�� �G�D�\�� �R�I��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���U�H�F�L�Y�H�G���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����7�H�Q�G�H�U���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W���V�T�X�D�U�H�����$�K�Z�D�]�����,�5�$�1����
Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:  
A)�%�D�Q�N���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���R�U���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���L�V�V�X�H�G���E�\���Q�R�Q���E�D�Q�N���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�H�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���%�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���,�V�O�D�P�L�F���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F��
of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
�7�K�L�V���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���Y�D�O�L�G���I�R�U���������G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�G�D�E�O�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���)�R�U���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H���L�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���F�U�H�G�L�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W��
�0�R�U�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���	���R�W�K�H�U���W�H�Q�G�H�U�V���L�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���F�O�L�F�N���R�Q����WWW.NIDC.IR 

 Foreign Procurement Dept 
 National Iranian Drilling Company 

PERMIT NO : 1396.2401

Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender 
(First Publish/Seconed Publish)One-Stage(compressed) 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT

No TENDER NO. / INDENT NO Tenders Portal Reg. No. Subject of Tender  
ESTIMATED 

VALUE (Rial)   

TENDER GUARANTEE 

Rial  Euro  

1
Tender No: .:fp/05-96/038  

Indent No.: 9645030
1,497,681

Parts for froum  torque 
gauge with tension load

12,179,000,000610,000,00017,429

SECONED ANNOUNCEMENT



SEOUL (Dispatches) - Carlos Queiroz says he 
will not allow “external factors” to influence his 

decisions as Iran head coach and maintains that 
Masoud Shojaei was let out of his squad to face 
South Korea on Thursday for football reasons.

Iran, who have already qualified for next year’s 
World Cup finals, travelled to Seoul without veteran 
midfielder Shojaei, who, along with compatriot 
Ehsan Hajsafi, featured for Greek club Panionios 
against Israel’s Maccabi Tel Aviv in a Europa 
League playoff on Aug. 4.

However, with Hajsafi named among the 23-man squad 
to take on the Koreans at Seoul World Cup Stadium, 
Queiroz said Shojaei had been excluded for purely 
sporting reasons, though he did not elaborate on them.

“Imagine if Carlos Queiroz starts to explain why 
Masoud Shojaei is not here,” he told Reuters.

”I never gave explanations about my team selections 
at Real Madrid or Sporting or the Portugal national 
team. Why should I give explanations now?

”The turbulence stays outside, whether the issues 
are political or religious or social or economic,“ 
Queiroz said. ”They stay outside.

”I am a man of the football entertainment industry. 
My answer is to win the game. Don’t expect from 
me political answers, religious answers, racist 
answers because what counts for me is the game 
that my father taught me.

“He was a coach and a player and he always told 
me: Never lie to the game.”

Queiroz has become a hugely popular figure in Iran 
during a successful spell in charge that has seen him 
guide the country to back-to-back appearances at the 
World Cup for the first time in the nation’s history.

MADRID (Dispatches) - Rafael Nadal attacks 
the US Open which starts Monday as world 

number one for the second week running.
The Spaniard took over the ATP rankings summit 

last week for the first time since July 2014.
The 31-year-old, aiming for his second Grand 

Slam of the season in New York after his success in 
the French Open, tops the latest ATP charts released 
Monday with 7645 points.

The top 10 were unchanged with Andy Murray, 
who pulled out of the US Open on Sunday with a 
hip injury, in second and Roger Federer third.

BARCELONA (Reuters) 
- Barcelona sporting 

director Robert Fernandez 
hinted on Monday that he 
is negotiating with 
Liverpool over Philippe 
Coutinho and hoped to 
complete a deal before the 
transfer window closes.

After signing Ousmane 
Dembele from Borussia 
Dortmund for a fee which 
could rise to 147 million 
euros ($176 million), 
Fernandez announced  
his intention to bring  
two more players to the 
Nou Camp.

“It’s true we are in negotiations over a player to try 
and sign them. We hope to reach a deal and present 
a new player,” said Fernandez told a news conference 
when asked about Barcelona’s hopes of signing 
Brazilian playmaker Coutinho.

MADRID (Dispatches) 
- Chris Froome has 

confirmed he intends to 
compete at the UCI Road 
World Championships in 
Bergen next month.

The Vuelta a Espana 
leader has already won 
a fourth Tour de France 
th is  year,  bu t  the  
Te a m  Sky  r i de r ’s 
impress i ve  l i s t  o f 
achievements does not 
include success at the 
World Championships.

His only medal there 
came in 2013 when he 
claimed bronze in the team time trial  
(TTT), but the Briton will hope to change  
that in Norway providing he comes  
through the Vuelta unscathed, the championships 
beginning seven days after the final stage  
in Madrid.

LONDON (Dispatches) - Manchester City manager Pep 
Guardiola believes the Premier League still has steps 

to take to become the toughest domestic club competition.
Guardiola is into his second season in charge of City, 

having won three LaLiga titles – and two Champions 
Leagues – at the helm of Barcelona and three 
Bundesliga crowns with Bayern Munich.

But the Spaniard said the Premier League was not yet 
the most difficult, pointing to the records of English 
clubs in Europe.

Chelsea were the last English side to reach a decider in the Champions League, claiming the trophy in 2012, with 
Spain (six times), Germany (two) and Italy (two) the nations with finalists since then.

“I know you like to hear, ‘it is the toughest one, congratulations’. You are the most viewed,” Guardiola said, via 
the Mirror.

“Of course the Premier League is tough, so tough. But I would not say going to the [Santiago] Bernabeu, Camp 
Nou, [Athletic] Bilbao, Sevilla is easy.

“Because in the last decade, all the Spanish teams arrive in the Champions League and Europa League. Winning 
the Europa League – like Sevilla did three times in a row.

“The Premier League will be tough when, this is going to happen with five teams in the Champions League, they 
can achieve the last rounds.

BERLIN (Dispatches) - Bayern Munich great Lothar 
Matthaus has blamed Carlo Ancelotti for Thomas 

Muller’s ongoing malaise.
Germany forward Muller was named on the bench 

for the Bundesliga champions’ 2-0 win over Werder 
Bremen on Saturday, coming on in the 73rd minute 
after Robert Lewandowski netted the first of a 
second-half brace.

The 27-year-old told ARD after the match that his 
qualities “seem not to be 100 per cent in demand” 
under Ancelotti, who praised his cameo but explained a 
desire to control central areas while retaining the dual wing threat of Arjen Robben and Franck Ribery lay behind 
Muller’s omission.

Matthaus feels a more rigid team structure under Ancelotti is hindering Muller, who only scored five Bundesliga 
goals last term having hit 32 in all competitions under Pep Guardiola in 2015-16.

“Thomas Muller is first-choice for the national team but he’s having a hard time at Bayern,”  
Matthaus told Kicker.

“He’s selected less often in the important games in Munich and I am sceptical that this will improve this year.
“This has nothing to do with Muller. He needs a coach who wants him in his team, then Muller  

will not disappoint.
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Roma Set to Sign  
Czech Forward Schick
M ILAN (Dispatches) - Czech Republic forward Patrik 

Schick is close to signing for AS Roma, the club said on 
Monday, a move which would complete a remarkable rise for 
a player who was playing with a midtable team in his 
homeland two seasons ago.

Roma said in a statement that the 21-year-old Sampdoria 
striker, seen by many as potentially the best Czech player to 
have emerged for several years, arrived at Rome airport 
where around 200 fans were waiting for him, according to 
Italian media.

Liverpool to  
Sign Keita in 2018
LONDON (Dispatches) - Liverpool have reached an agreement 

to sign Naby Keita from RB Leipzig in a club-record deal that 
will see him join the club next year. The 22-year-old had been one 
of manager Jurgen Klopp’s primary transfer targets, but the 
Bundesliga club had been unwilling to consider a sale ahead of 
their first season in the Champions League. However, the Reds 
have finally struck a deal that will reportedly see them pay the 
£48million release clause in Keita’s contract, allowing him to 
move to Anfield on July 1, 2018.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2017

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Alexander Zverev 
battled into the early hours of Tuesday to defeat 

a surprisingly troublesome Darian King 7-6(9) 7-5 
6-4 at the U.S. Open.

The fourth-seeded German got all he could handle in 
the first set from the little-known 25-year-old, who 
made it through qualifiers to become the first player 
from Barbados to compete in a grand slam.

Dressed in knee-high socks and striped headband 
that recalled a 1970’s-era Bjorn Borg, Zverev looked 
out of synch early in the match, the booming serve 
that helped bring him five titles this year lacking its 
usual punch.

The German was uncharacteristically wasteful in a 
one hour, 21 minute first set, committing 31 unforced 
errors, before going on to draw first blood.

“Obviously Darian came out playing really good 
tennis and I couldn’t find my rhythm,” he said on 
court after he finished the nearly three hour match 
with an overhead smash.

“It was an entertaining first set.”
Next up for Zverev is fellow 20-year-old Borna 

Coric of Croatia.
Meanwhile Maria Sharapova proved she will be 

someone to contend with for the U.S. Open crown 
after the Russian wild card outlasted second seed 
Simona Halep 6-4 4-6 6-3 on Monday to get the 
year’s final grand slam off to an electrifying start.

Still shaking off the rust from a 15-month doping 
ban and a string of nagging injuries, the 30-year-old 
Sharapova needed all her skill, determination and two 
hours and 44 minutes to snatch victory in front of a 
packed Arthur Ashe stadium.

The victory becomes the highlight of what has been 
a torturous comeback for the former world number 
one, who returned to tennis in April after being 
banned for testing positive for metabolic modulator 
meldonium at last year’s Australian Open.

Her progress has been slowed by a thigh injury that 
forced her out of the Italian Open in May and more 
recently left arm issues that took her out of the second 
round at Stanford earlier this month.

However, there was no hint of distress against an 
in-form Halep as she improved her record to 7-0 against 
the feisty Romanian in an opening round clash that was 
played with the intensity more befitting of a final.

“You sometimes wonder why you put in all the work 
and this is exactly why,” said Sharapova after playing 
in her first grand slam match in nearly two years.

Halep, however, was not about to surrender, 
sweeping the next five games to level the contest.

Sharapova’s game is not yet firing on all cylinders but 
the Russian’s competitive fires still burn bright ands he 
broke Halep to open the third set then grimly hung on 
for the win, dropping to her knees and bursting into tears 
as the Romanian’s return sailed long.

Zverev Struggles  
Past Qualifier King
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