Over 1.575 Million Tons of Crude
Steel Was Produced in Iran
In July 2017, the World Steel

Since the Implementation of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), Iran Has Been Able to
Attract $6 Billion Worth of Foreign
Investment in New Power Plants

Association Said In its Latest
Monthly Report Released Last Week
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Iran Warns About

U.S. lllegal
Pressure on IAEA

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK
— e —

DOHA (Dispatches) - Qatar said Thursday that it has
restored diplomatic relations with Iran, marking a
further break with Arab nations that have closed ranks
against Qatar for its links to Islamist groups and others
perceived as regional threats.

The decision ignores demands by Qatar’s neighbors
— led by Saudi Arabia — to limit ties with Tehran and
threatens to deepen the region’s worst diplomatic crisis
in decades, which has complicated Washington's
policies in the Middle East.

Qatar hosts U.S. warplanes at a major air base and
serves as a logistical hub for Pentagon operations.

“The State of Qatar expressed its aspiration to strengthen
bilateral relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran in all
fields,” Qatar’s foreign ministry said in a statement.

The brief statement made no mention of the tensions
that have roiled the Persian Gulf region since June,
when Saudi Arabia and three other Arab nations
severed ties with Qatar. The Arab bloc shut down
borders, airspace and shipping lanes after accusing the
tiny, energy-rich nation of backing terrorism because of
ties with groups such as Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood.

Qatar also has come under pressure to close down the
powerful pan-Arab broadcaster Al Jazeera, which is based

in the Qatari capital, Doha.

TEHRAN - Iran’s permanent mission to the Internatio
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) issued a statement
Thursday reacting to the U.S. pressures on IAEA.
“As it has been delineated by Dr. Zarif in his letter
Mr. Amano and Ms. Mogherini, the goals and res

by Iran’s permanent mission to the International Ato
Energy Agency (IAEA) on Thursday.

Iran’s mission to Vienna issued the communiqué
day after U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikl 4
Haley met IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano in the k]
Austrian capital city of Vienna. The statement warn i
against the destructive consequences of such ille¢

pressures on the Agency. [ !
=\ RN

TEHRAN (Dispatches) - Iran has secured an eight-billion euro credit line from SouthsKBrémbank, the

Islamic republic’s biggest loan deal since its 2015 nuclear accord, the Iranian cemkrahbaunced today.

“The biggest contract since the atomic accord was signed with South Korea’s Eximbank todagrnfaouthieof €8
Expan d to I ran billion (RM40.4 billion),” said central bank governor Valiollah Seif, in a statement carried by statagency IRNA.
A spokesman for South Korea’s export credit bank, contacted by AFP, said the deal would finanteiproje H AC o U P I A N
URUMUQI (Dispatches) - Malaysia’s home grown Iran by companies from the Asian country.

quick service restaurant (QSR) operator, Marrybrgw “We started signing with Iranian banks a framework agreement today. We did it with three anks today

Sdn Bhd, is expanding its presence internationally wit and will do so with nine other Iran banks in the coming week to complete the agreement,” he said.

upcoming outlets in Iran and New Zealand. “Under the agreement, Eximbank will provide an eight-billion euro credit line for those banks so thainthey
Founder and managing director Datin Nancy Liev help finance various projects in Iran that are awarded to South Korean companies,” said the banlaspokes

said the first franchise outlet in Iran’s capital Tehra Seif said the loan would facilitate “several development and production projects”shod/éd the international
would open for business by the end of the yes community was ready to restore “long-term” banking ties with Iran.

e ¥

Half a Century

followed by another restaurant in Auckland in the firs
half of 2018.
“The franchising system is the way forward for the

Under the landmark July 2015 nuclear accord signed by Iran and world powers, Tehran hasscatbetici
program in exchange for an easing of international sanctions from January 2016.
“One of the problems created by international sanctions was they put a halt to financial aa@btids,tentral bank chief.

Art, Creativity, Quality

company to bring and introduce Malaysia’s househo U.S. President Donald Trump, who took office in January, is a fierce critic of the nuclear deal saatilegearent
QSR brand in the global market,” she said. to a normalization between the Iranian banking sector and major international banks. But with the Exim|
Liew said this after the opening of its 17th franchis agreement sealed, “I hope we will be able to announce more good news in the days and months ahedd,” sa

Keeping Pace With The Innovators of
Clothing in The World.

outlet here in China’s Xinjiang autonomous region capit.  The credit will be used to support South Korean companies that receive orders for government-sponsored
by Johor tourism, trade and consumerism commi

chairman Datuk Tee Siew Kiong.

« under guarantee from the Iranian government. As a result, South Korean companies that were seeking trdsak

e

into Iran’s development projects are expected to see a huge obstacle removed in terms of finaraisl conc
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We Felicitate the Supreme Leader . .
And Beloved President Rouhani =~
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TEHRAN (Tasnim) —President Hassan Rouhani offered his
congratulations to the Ukrainian people and government over the
Eastern European country’s Independence Day.

P res I d e nt CO n ratu | ates U kral n e O n N atl O n al D a In a message to Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko on Wednesday,
Rouhani congratulated the 26th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence
and expressed the hope that Tehran-Kiev relations would develop day

by day in line with the interests of the two countries.

Mitary PO.\N.er o Websites Review
Longer a Decisive Factor e

Repot con JICATAA

TASNIM* - The Iranian parliament’s National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission has begun

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - Iran’s foreign minister says absolute military power is drafting the third half-yearly report on the process
. . , of implementation of a nuclear deal between Tehran
no longer a determining factor in today’s world, and there are other and six world countries known as the JCPOA, a
instruments of power with which national interests can be secured. lawmaker said. o
Hossein Nagavi Hosseini said the country’s
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif says the countries regarded as diplomatic officials and members of the team of
“powers” in the 1970s, 80s, and 90s no longer have a determining role, and that negotiators in the nuclear talks with word
“other instruments of power are available to us” now. powers have been invited to attend the National
“This does not mean we want to square off against the world; rather, it means we Security and Foreign Policy Commission
can use all modern instruments of power such as establishing dialogue, creating sessions as part of the process to prepare the
concepts, reaching a consensus, etc. to make a difference in the future of our country third report.
and in developing nations,” said Zarif. He also raised the possibility that members of the
He made the remarks during a visit to a training workshop named “Simulating the parliamentary commission will visit the country’s
UN Security Council session with a look to North Korea.” The workshop was held in nuclear facilities to draft the report.

Tehran’s Museum of Peace, which has been built by Iranian war veterans.
“In today’s world, players such as ISIS, the Taliban, al-Qaeda and the Nusra Front

are non-state players which influence international developments,” the foreign 3
minister added. Terrorists Amrestel
Zarif touched upon his presence in the Munich Security Conference where, as he MEHR?* - The public relations office of Quds HQ

said, the key question raised was, “What is happening in the post-Western worldMe added “At a certain point in time in international relations, the only instrumen&
Westerners are seriously looking at the world after them and publish books oofipower was military power, from the gunboat policy to policies which .IegIEImlzedthe perpetrators of the terrorist attack on last

This comes as some people criticized us [when we spoke of the post-Western wardd.fis a foreign policy instrument. War was a legitimate tool for infiltration. Thursday were arrested

Unfortunately, in our country we don't believe that we have entered the post-Westefifrirst, power was only associated with the military domain; however, other T eSS involvedlin ererronatacdondst

world, and this is while Westerners themselves have accepted it. 'm not sayingimséiuments of power such as economy, education, etc. came onto the sgeoe lat . rsday, on August 17, were arrested accorcing

the West's role has ended; what I'm saying is that the West’'s monopoly in the wBadhe instruments of power continue to be recognized today, and they are concepgia e cc;mmuniqué reléased on Friday by ‘he

IRGC’s Ground Forces announced on Friday that

agd in international relations has come to an end.” instruments of power. Countries and players which traditionally enjoy a low level o ublic relations office of Quds HQ of IRGC'’s
We, as representatives of governments, don't want to accept that there are plagaver use this conceptual instrument of power to make a difference. The T

other than governments. This is while governments take part in internationsiruments include independence-seeking, getting engaged in dialogue anguring the attack two military servers and one

discussions depending on the topic at hand such as the environment, sowigensus-building in the world.”

; . . . . ) . asiji lunt f i ilizati
development and human rights.” “What you do in these UNSC simulation workshops is that you review a mix OEr Se:Jr:iz(:;lvt(i)olr{n;] vevz:e I?iTIc:eed i(r)1f P[i)suhl';:.:CDirST:})iE‘I:|IZSa;:’(B:;Z
He said governments, especially those in the West, have claimed monopoly toagitional powers. For instance, when it comes to North Korea, China and the U.S., the unty, Sistan Balouchestan Province in the south

international relations, but such a monopoly does not exist anymore. play a greater role because of their military power. In the simulated negotiations that Y@Ustern corner of the country,

“We should accept this issue as an important factor in internationaiarec will hold, you'll see that the U.S. and China will have a greater role than Senegal Or/-\ccording T arresting operation
making: If the governments’ monopoly has ended, then monopoly over instrum&tftiopia due to this very element of power. Still, today there is another element of poWeF, & ducted after a series of precise tracking and
of power has come to an end, t00.” and that is consensus-making, which is used in the UN Security Council as well.” locating operations and a load of weapons and

armaments have also been discovered and
confiscated during the operation.

Iraqi Kurdistan
Referendum in Line

New Nuclear Plant Ready by 2025

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK than that required for the construction of regular plants. RMM@@@E@MMWy
The official further said that Iran burns at least two million o )
TEHRAN - Iran said it expected to see a new nuclebarrels of oil each year to produce enough electricity to FARS* - Tehran’s provisional Friday Prayers
power plant which it was building in cooperation withanswer its energy needs. This, he added, would cost at leat€@der Hojjatoleslam Kazzem Seddiqi
Russia to be launched before 2025. $100 million if each barrel of oil is sold at $50. underlined the importance of the Supreme
TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran’s chief Armed Behrouz Kamalvandi, the spokesman of the AtomicUsing the nuclear technology, Kamalvandi stressed,Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Forces spokesman says the planned referendulih onEnergy Organization of Iran (AEQI), told the domestiovould both preserve national resources and would alsoS€yed Ali Khamenei's insistence that the
the independence of Irag’s semi-autonom@us media that a second plant would be made operatiomeip prevent the annual release of around 7 million tonsgovernment should do its best to meet the
Kurdistan region is in line with the U.S. policy®f two years later than the first one. of pollutants into the environment. resistance economy objectives. _
partitioning the region, reaffirming Iran%  Kamalvandi emphasized that the projects couldElsewhere in his remarks, Kamalvandi said the Addressing a large and fervent congregation of
opposition to the plebiscite. generate a collective of 2,100 megawatts — 1,0%perations to re-design Arak heavy water reactor isthe people on Tehran University campus on Fricay,
Deputy Chief of Staff of Iran's Armed Fordfs megawatts each — once fully operational. proceeding according to the schedule, adding that theHojjatoleslam Seddigi said, “The implementation
Brigadier General Masoud Jazayeri said on ThurSday Last September, Iran said it had started a 10-year projpmbject would finish before 2022. He added that the Of the resistance economy policies will be possible
that the referendum scheduled for September 25 s into construct a new nuclear power plant with Russia’s helg-designing of Arak reactor — whose name he said heby appointing experienced managers.” .
line with the U.S. policy of partitioning the regiofll  The Islamic Republic already runs one Russian-bulieen changed to Khandab heavy water reactor — had Hojjatoleslam Seddiqi's statements came after
countries,” adding that Iran is definitely opposed @ it. nuclear reactor at Bushehr, which is the country’s firsready entered the second phase. Ayatollah Khamenei called on people and officials
Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces MaJbr nuclear energy project. Kamalvandi emphasized that Iran in cooperation with to double efforts to improve economy and turn the
General Mohammad Baqeri visited Turkey [@st Russia signed a deal with Iran in 2014 to build up tBussia and under the supervision of China and the U.Sthreats into opportunities. _ _
week, where the two sides discussed pres§ingeight more reactors in the country. were involved in the project. “The main issue is that the Iranian nation
issues of the region, including the referendum Plan Kamalvandi further added that the construction ofHe said Chinese experts had endorsed Iran’s contributiorshould be able to do something to bring its
and the threat of militant groups to both countris. nuclear power plants required an investment of at leastkhandab project — what he said marked a significantVulnerabilities to zero point, and we should have
Jazayeri said, “The Islamic Republic of Iran hafiso $5 billion. The figure, he said, is at least three times highterchnical achievement for the Islamic Republic. the art of using opportunities and turning threats
far proved that it strongly opposes terrorist elements into opportunities,” Ayatollah Khamenei said in
as well as their supporters in the region and coufiters = - a recent sage.
them and this trip was also made in that regard. syund i of ¢Con T
Iran “is trying to eradicate terrorism in the region thraligh ran n O n e S I a aVI eS unt @ C
cooperation with other Western Asia states, so it has Begun )
contacts with other countries,” the Iranian commafider TEHRAN (MNA) — Navy Commander Habibollah Navy Commander Ade Supandi on Thursday on the

added. Through these contacts, he said, Tehran is tryihg toSayyari discussed expansion of ties with his Indonesiaidelines of the 3rd International Maritime Security kKo 3
improve border security as there are some igSlies counterpart in Bali. Symposium, calling for expansion of ties in educational, szﬂ mmﬁﬁm @inl

With U.S. Policy

between Iran, Turkey and other regional statg Rear Admiral Sayyari held meeting with Indonesigechnical and operational fields. PM@H\@@WMEX
Sayyari expressed hope that maritime conferences
_ lead to further cooperatign between countries in_the IRNA* - Iran’s top.oil official_said that Tehran heis
lehran Rejects MananasCaianmns.. Q. i eclcHirmrey i e
o urgedexpal flies’o izing Joiht drills Khotnemi o ) IExirfas 0-hectare
TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran has dismissed Bahrain’s fresh claim of Iranian interference in the kinguenmal| and fighting maritime terrorism and invited Mr. Supandi to area in the southwestern province of Khuzestan.
affairs, calling on the Manama regime to stop “playing a blame game” againstathé |Republic. attend the 6th IONS summit due on 2018 in Tehran. Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh said that
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qasemi was responding on Friday to Manamelsimea day Ade Supandi, for his part, deemed Iran’s participation provincial potentials should be used to upgrade gas
earlier that it had arrested seven “suspected members of a terror cell backed by Iran.” in IMSS an indicator of Islamic Republic’s will for | exports to other countries.
This is not the first time the regime comes up with such accusatory statements. boosting ties with Indonesian Navy, hoping that the Referring to Irag as a major market for Iran’s gas
Qasemi denounced the latest allegation as “baseless and ridiculgirsy, §&he Islamic Republic has neveconference provides a basis for further cooperationexports, Zangeneh said, “Iraq is the closest market
been a promoter of violence and destabilizing actions in neighboring countries, including Bahrain.” between all attending countries. to Khuzestan and the Iranian province has so far
Manama'’s fabricated allegation coincides with revelations by human rights groupshea®gfitne’s widespregd Noting that Iran has made great achievements in moderrplayed a major role in exporting of gas to Ireq.
use of torture against political prisoners in its jails, Qassemi said. technologies during last years, Supandi called for technicaHowever, he added, the province had to boost a
He advised Bahraini rulers against resorting to “suppression and torture” in dealing witendéssurging th¢ cooperation as a key field and proposed assigning speciainore active in that regard.
regime to return to dialog and peaceful methods to end the political unrest in the kingdom. aids to accelerate the implementation process. The minister added that the volume of Iran’s gas
The Iranian official also called on Manama to stop its attempts at misleading pgadeifal protests in § He also expressed hope to take part in IONS 2018 atexports to Iraq would increase remarkably with
crackdown backed by foreign forces and failed security tactics. head of a high-ranking delegation. proper future planning.
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50. And We have distributed the (water) amongst them, in order that they may celebrate

51. Had it been Our Will, We could have sent a warner to every centre of population.
52. Therefore listen not to the Unbelievers, but strive against them with the utmost strenuotess,

Surah 25. The Criterion, The Standardo - 52))

Noon (Zohr) 13:06

Evening (Maghreb) 19:58 (our) praises, but most men are averse (to aught) but (rank) ingratitude.
P RAYER TI M E m Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr) 05:04 2 e

Tomorrow’s Sunrise 06:32

IMo e Than 1,400 Planes
056 [ran Sies Dally

TEHRAN (PressTV) - Iran says at least 1,400 planes cross its
skies everyday — an announcement that a top military official in

Tehran says is a proof of the country’s airspace security for

regional and transregional airliners.

“Today, Iran has been chosen [by airliners] as the safest air corridor in the Middle
East,” Brigadier General Farzad Esmaili, the commander of Iran’s Air Defense Forgihe diplomatic crisis between Qatar and Saudi Arabia and its allies finedidy
was quoted as saying by the domestic media. Persian Gulf state to use Iran’s airspace for its international flights.

The official added that over 700,000 international flights carrying a collective ofccordingly, officials said this introduced an increase of 20 percent in Iran’s air tr
above 50 million passengers had used Iran’s skies over the past Iranian calendarTthatrise in Qatar’s use of Iran’s airspace has also provided the Islamic Re
started 21 March 2016. with extra air transportation fee revenues. To the same effect, the domestic mec

Official figures show around 450 planes crossed Iran's skies every day in 20k was entitled to at least $13 million per month in air traffic fees.

However, the insurgency that Daesh militants waged in Irag as well as the conflictinjune, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, and the UAE closed their airs

Russia to
Iranian Inv

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The development of Russia’s seaports in
the Caspian Sea will attract investors from Iran to the
regions of the North Caucasus, adviser to the head of
the North Caucasus Development Corporation (NCDC)
Nurali Rezvanov said Thursday.

“Iranian investors will be coming to the region as Caspian
ports are developed and trade relations with Iran and
Middle Eastern countries are deepened,” he said, adding
that there are many joint Russian-lranian enterprises in
Russia’s Astrakhan Region demonstrating the trend. “China
is also taking interest in the direction as the Silkk Road is
development,” he said. According to Rezvanov, it takes
time and effort to get investors involved. “It is hecessary to
bring investors and convince them. Still, it is a fact that the

affiereign business is interested. | also think it is necessary to

oudigage local (investors) as well,” he said.

ia sehe strategy for the development of Russian seaports in
the Caspian Sea and railroad and car links to them until

5p2080 was submitted for the government'’s consideration in

Ukraine pushed the number up to as high as 900 planes per day the next year, masklig Qatari planes after they cut diplomatic ties with the country, accusing ¢ne
an increase of 100 percent. of supporting terrorism.

lattily 2017. The project will be implemented after a
respective road map is developed and adopted.

Iran Offers Discounts to Chabahar Traders

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

Afghan traders if they use Chabahar port. Karimzada also said that Iran is giving Afgharcapacity at Chabahar — especially for large cargo ships.

Karimzada said the route from Afghanistan téraders a 75 percent discount on import duties when“What is so important is that standard airports
TEHRAN - In a bid to attract more business fronChabahar port was a lot shorter than that to Karachsing Chabahar, and were providing warehousghere large planes can land, and (a proper harbor
Afghan traders, Iran has dropped its customs dutipsrt, in Pakistan, and Banda-r-Abas port, in Iran. facilities and other services. where) cargo ships can dock, are not yet in place,”
at Chabahar port by up to 80 percent. He also stated that there was good infrastructure“A series of facilities has already been built at theaid ACCI deputy head Tawfiq Dawari.

The economic attaché at the Iranian Embassy and few problems relating to the transit of good€habahar port and in order to encourage traderé\ccording to the ACCI, the current trade
Kabul, Mohammad Reza Karimzada, said Iran ighrough Iran and that many businessmen were naliscounts are being offered for warehousing andblume between Afghanistan and Iran is worth an
offering an 80 percent discount in export tariffs taising Chabahar port rather than Karachi port. services,” said Karimzada. estimated $1.5 billion — which includes a large

Meanwhile Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce andercentage of Afghanistan’s fuel that comes
Industry (ACCI) has called for an increase in logisticthrough Chabahar port.

Serbia Abolishes Visa for Ir

TEHRAN (ISNA) - Serbia has abolished visas for Iranian and Indian nationals.

The press service of the Serbian government announced that from now on, the citizens of Iran and In
need to apply for a visa to travel to Serbia.

This decision was taken at the meeting of the Serbian government on Tuesday (22 taugasstattention t
tourist interests and attract Iranians and Indians to this European country.
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TEHRAN — Khorasan Razavi territory il
its historic existence has been the bed
many abundant glories and it is because
its significant potentials.

Director General of Cultural Heritage
Handicrafts and Tourism of Southel
Khorasan Province Mr. Hassan Ramezi
said that more than 800 historic sit
have been inscribed on the natior
heritage list and it has suitable potentic
to attract tourists.

Pointing to the historic attraction of th
province, Ramezani reiterated that t...
province has abundant natural beauties for tourists, adding that exemplary tourist regardaf Darreh in
Birjand, exemplary tourist region of Baghestan in Abgarm Ferdos, exemplary tourist region of TounCigrdos
exemplary tourist region of Mosaebi Karimo in Sarayan, exemplary tourist region Bouzarjomehri Ghaein
exemplary tourist region of Kharv va Niaz Village in Tabas are of major nabuirédt attractions of the province.

He noted that some villages like Afin Ghaein, Makhonik Sarbisheh, Chanshet, Forg Darchiéimoaaz are of
major tourist destinations of the province.

Ramezani pointed to more tourist attractions of the province like, Abgarm Loot Spa, Ab Torsheba8ps,
Abgarm Ferdos Spa, Hemmat Abad Zirkouh, Nasharoyeh and Se Ghale Sarayan.

The official noted that more than 3.37m people visited the province during the New Year holidays whih shov
22 percent growth year-on-year.

Ramezani said the department employs all of its capacity to expand tourism in the prodiitdeaa programs
to promote tourism in the province this year.

He said tourism is one of the major developmental plans of the province. idensae than
2,000 historic sites have been identified in the province and more than 800 have been inscrib
on the national heritage list.

Ramezani said some of the historic sites of the province are internationally famous and he cangihame B:
va Emarat Complex, Ghanavat-e Baladeh Ferdos and Loot Desert which have been inscribed on the Wc
Heritage List.

He went on to say that Tabas is one of the cities of the province which has sold handicrafts worth 348m tom
and Birjand trailing it with 61m tomans.

Ramezani reiterated that some museums have been launched in the province nvhittactathose who are
interested in the history and he called for more attention for protecting historic works and sites

Sarmad Abarkooh Iron and Steel Industries Compi
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Thailand’s Ousted
PM Flees Abroad

BANGKOK (Dispatches) - Ousted Thai prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra
has fled the country ahead of a verdict against her in a negligence trial
brought by the junta that overthrew her, sources close to the Shinawatra
family said on Friday.

Yingluck, 50, whose family has dominated Thai politics for more than 15 years,
failed to show up at court for judgment in a case centered on the multi-billion
dollar losses incurred by a rice subsidy scheme for farmers. Overthrown in 2014,
Yingluck had faced up to 10 years in prison if found guilty.

Warplanes

rubble, they said.

dust-covered bodies of several children, who
10 years old.

Hit

Yemen Capital

DUBAI (Dispatches) - An air strike on Yemen’s capital Sanaa killed
12 people including six children on Friday, rescuers said.

The attack on the Faj Attan area on the outskirts of the city also
severely damaged at least two buildings, reducing much of them to

Residents and rescuers dug through debris to retrieve the bloodied,

appeared aged under

North Korea Warns UK O
Its Presence in Military Drll

LONDON (Dispatches) - Britain has been warned by
North Korea it faces a “miserable end” if UK troops
take part in military exercises alongside those from
South Korea and the U.S.
Pyongyang made the warning after joint exercises
involving international troops began at the beginning of
the week.
The Ulchi Freedom Guardian drills are thought to
involve troops from Britain and Australia. Some 70,000
troops are thought to be taking part in total.
They are taking place at a time of high tension on the
Korean peninsula following inflammatory rhetoric
between North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and U.S.
president Donald Trump.
Pyongyang also recently threatened to target seas off
the coast of the U.S. Pacific territory of Guam and test-
launched inter-continental ballistic missiles.
North Korea says that it views the military
exercises as a dress rehearsal for war, whereas
Seoul says the drills are about improving defensive
military capabilities.
In a statement issued on Wednesday, North
Korea's official KCNA news agency said the drills
were proof of America’s intention to invade,
reported the Guardian.
“The reality vividly shows that the U.S. ambition for
stifling the DPRK [North Korea] remains unchanged no
matter how much water may flow under the bridge and
the puppet group’s ambition for invading the north “Availing ourselves of this opportunity, we solemnlynorth that they would face a miserable end if they j
remains unchanged,” read the statement. warn not only the US and puppet group but alse play with fire by tiger moths of war.”
And it also warned that those who take part in theatellites, including UK and Australia, which are taking It is not the first time British military has taken part
drills were in their cross-hairs too. advantage of the present war maneuverers against éxercises on the peninsula.

NATO WantsMNRagsBEays
To Be Transjphlneisblating

About Its Militpgar P HIkSpe

VARNA (Dispatches)- French President Emmanue
Macron on Friday said Poland was isolating itself ir
Europe and Polish citizens “deserve better” than the
government’s refusal to seek compromise on Europe:
rules on the employment of labor from low-pay nations.

Macron said Warsaw, where a nationalist, euroskeptigestern EU powers and the European Commissio
government has been in power since 2015, was movingBrussels on the one hand and Poland on the other
the opposite direction to Europe on numerous issues awsly low, he said Polish people deserved better.
would not be able to determine the path of Europe’s future:Poland is not defining Europe’s future today and

“Europe is a region created on the basis of valueswall it define the Europe of tomorrow,” Macron said
relationship with democracy and public freedoma joint press conference with Bulgarian Presid

WARSAW (Dispatches) - NATO Secretary General which Poland is today in conflict with,” Macron said orRumen Radev in the Black Sea resort city of Varna.
Jens Stoltenberg said on Friday the alliance wouldhe third leg of a trip to central Europe to win supportMacron said he wanted Bulgaria - like Poland
closely watch Russian military exercises in westernfor his vision of a revamped European Union. former communist state that joined the EU much |4

Russia and Belarus next month, urging Moscow to be He described Poland’s refusal to change its stance @an western counterparts - to be at the negotiating t
transparent about the drills. a revision of the bloc’s “posted” workers directivepver European integration.
North Sea, have raised NATO's concern that the official In a scathing attack that could drag relations betwe@nthe rich west and the poor east.
number of troops patrticipating might be understated.
- -

after meeting Polish Prime Minister Beata Szydlo onSW‘ Ed I S h C‘ E nt‘ E r- I 2 I g ht O p F
a visit to check on the deployment of the U.S.-led
forces, but the countries should also respect the obligatioleaving the main center-right opposition Alliance bloglunged in polls.
to be transparent.” Russia said that 13,000 troops wouldithout a clear candidate for prime minister just a yearThis is partly due to her attempt to find 3
presence of external observers. Western estimates ha mainstream political parties.
put the number of troops involved much higher. “If you are going to deal with difficult questions, th
visiting NATO troops in Poland’s Orzysz, about 57 kin told reporters.
(35 miles) south of Russia’s Baltic Sea enclave of “The task has always been to put into practice as m

“(The NATO deployment) is a clear signal that an Sweden’s usually stable bloc politics has been thrg
attack on one ally is an attack on the whole alliance,’ into turmoil in recent years with the rise of the Swed

The maneuvers, the largest in years, with tanks, navathich the French leader says leads to “social dumpingdn the hot-button issue of posted worker rules, Ral
“We are going to be watching very closely the

alliance’s forces in the country’s east. STOCKHOLM (Dispatches) - The leader of Sweden’s Party criticism of Anna Kinberg Batra has be
participate in the Sept. 14-20 drills, which under anahead of a general election. accommodation with the anti-immigration Swed
Stoltenberg will meet with Polish, Turkish and means you are going to have to take your knod
Kaliningrad, where Moscow has stationed nuclear- Moderate policy as possible, and that means basing
Stoltenberg said. “The matter here is to prevent Democrats. Neither the center-left nor center-right

| }7zhekistan to HoS
On World Civiliz

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN - Iranian intellectuals and historians are to
attend the Conference “Central Asian Renaissance in
the History of World Civilization which will be held in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan, on August 28.

Uzbekistan Ambassador to Tehran Mr. Bakhodir B.
Abdullaev on Thursday said that on the eve of
Uzbekistan’s 28 Independency Day, the country is
to hold one of the most important cultural conferences
as some lIranian intellectuals and historians
have been invited.

He said Samarkand city will host the International
conference on August 28-30 which is aimed at deep
study and comprehension of the intrinsic value of
the historical scientific heritage of scientists and
.thinkers of Central Asia, wide acquaintance of
Plfhe national and world community with their

invaluable contribution to the development of
Nexact, natural and Islamic sciences, involvement

of research centers and leading scientists of
different countries of the world to a comprehensive
study of their works and discoveries, careful
preservation and popularization of this intellectual
heritage of humanity. The ambassador added that
particular attention in the work of the conference
will be devoted to the analysis of the scientific
heritage of outstanding scientists and thinkers like

Muhammad Al-Khorazmiy, Ahmad al-Farghoniy,

Abu Rayhan Al-Beruniy, Ibn Sino,

Al-Zamakhshariy, Mirzo Ulughbek, Alisher

Navoi, as well as great theologians Imom

al-Bukhoriy, Burhoniddin Marginani, Imom

Termiziy, Abu Mansur Maturudiy and others.

Abdullaev also said that Uzbekistan celebrates

Independence Day on September One and the embassy
n il hold a ceremony to mark the day on September 6
taathe embassy.

‘Qatar Orders
<Of Chadian

able
DUBAI (Dispatches) - Qatar ordered the embassy
deaf Chad be closed and gave its diplomats 72 hours
trigs leave, the Qatari foreign ministry said on
Thursday, accusing the African country of joining
a “campaign of blackmail” with its decision to
shutter the Qatari embassy,

(s | ) w lith fgeyAeeh ;
)OS I L Eatel
over allegations that Doha supports terrorism.

enQatar denies the charges.

aveChad said on Wednesday it was giving Qatari
diplomats 10 days to leave the country, accusing Qatar

nof trying to destabilize the central African nation

erthrough its northern neighbor Libya.

th&he director of the Qatari foreign ministry’s
media department said the timing of the Chadian

atdecision shows that it “comes within the campaign

kef political blackmail against the State of Qatar

awith the intention of joining the siege countries for
very well known reasons”.

uchQatar refers to Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain

wvretd Egypt as the “siege countries” for imposing

."sanctions on it.

wnSenegal said this week it had returned its

eambassador to Qatar after having recalled him three
isnonths ago, in a bid to encourage a peaceful
resolution to the feud.

and air units operating in and around the Baltic andand unfair competition”, as a mistake. said the EU needed to balance the concerns of coun
course of these exercises,” Stoltenberg told reporter

“All countries have the right to exercises of their armedModerate party said on Friday she would step dowmounting in recent months as the Moderates h
international agreement is the limit for not requiring the Democrats who have otherwise been shunned by
Romanian foreign ministers later on Friday before especially if you are the first to do it,” Kinberg Bat
capable missiles and an S-400 air missile defence systel you do on how things are in society and in parliamen
conflicts and not to provoke them.” able to form a majority government without them.
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Oll Up as U.S. Braeges:

LONDON (Dispatches) - Qil prices rose on Friday as the U.S. petroleum industry
braced for Hurricane HarEey, which may become the biggest stgym to hit the U.S.

O HuHricane

Hurricane Center said. U.S. light crude, also known as West Texas Intermediate or WTI,
was up 40 cents at $47.83 a barrel. Brent crude was 45 cents higher at $52.49.

Ilrag Faces Resistanc Economic Gro

From Asian Oil

SINGAPORE (Dispatches) - Irag’s
proposal to change the way it prices crude
oil in Asia faces resistance from refiners
who fear that longer lead times between
pricing and deliveries will expose them to
more risk.

Iraqg’s state oil marketer SOMO surprised
traders this week by seeking feedback on
plans to switch its Basra crude benchmark
in Asia to pricing based off the Dubai
Mercantile Exchange from January 2018,
dropping quotes based on assessments by
oil pricing agency S&P Global Platts .

The move would affect the price of
about 2 million barrels per day (bpd) of
crude oil supplies to Asia, mainly shipped
to India, China and South Korea.

“The change is significant and will be
watched very closely by not only Middle
East producers but everyone involved,”
said Oystein Berentsen, managing director
for Strong Petroleum in Singapore.

B uy e Thailand Gains |

to give his name because he is not allowed
to talk to media about market specifics.

The different timing on the pricing
compared with other producers also
makes it difficult to compare values
among crude grades, traders said.

Some buyers were concerned that almost
80 percent of the crude used to price DME
Oman futures goes to China, reflecting
the economics and fundamentals of just
one Asian buyer.

“Moving right away to DME Oman is
very ambitious. | think it will cause a few
hiccups because technically it's going to
be very hard,” said Adi Imsirovic of
Britain’s Surrey University Energy
Economics Centre.

SOMO has not commented on its

motivation for the changes. Switching BANGKOK (Dispatches) - Economic growth in

to DME could extract higher prices Thailand is gaining momentum, with global growth
for SOMO. Monthly averages for and a recovery from severe drought buoying an
DME Oman held about $3 a barrel expansion of GDP by 3.3 percent in the first quarter

The new method would price Basra crude using the monthly average of DME Oatamve Platts Oman-Dubai assessments between March and July this yeaahd 3.7 percent in the second quarter of 2017,

futures <0#10Q> two months before the oil loads.

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iran price their oils in the loading month.
This means Iragi crude loading in October would be priced off DME’s futurdscide where to sell their oil, based on regional price differences.

Other Middle East producers li8eme traders support the move. Knowing Iraq’s crude prices two months befopéceeding market expectations. Economic growth
delivery allows traders holding Basra cargoes without fixed destinations more timefi@r the full year 2017 is now projected around 3.5
percent, says a new World Bank report.

contracts in August. This poses a risk to buyers, who would only be notified by mid¢thether SOMO will go ahead with the move has yet to be determined as thé\ccording to the August 2017 edition of the
September whether they had successfully bid for a cargo, making it hard for thecotigpany is expected to resolve issues raised by customers, a source Veithiliar Thailand Economic Monitor, 7.7 percent growth

hedge against price changes in advance.

Irag’s plan said. in the agricultural sector boosted incomes, and

“We are not supportive. They need to fix their (supply) program first, before tryingaq may change the benchmark but keep timing for lifting oil at acomplemented the continued fiscal stimulus and

to change the benchmark,” said a senior crude buyer at an Asian refinery. He dealimeeémonth gap.

an upturn in merchandise exports, which recorded
its highest growth rate — 6.6 percent — in the

Samsung Heir Sentenced
To 5 Years in Prison

Billed by South Korean media as the “trial of
donations from conglomerate heads like Lee.
Seoul's Central District Court ruled Lee, 49,

confidante to the former president.

support for a 2015 merger of Samsung affili

according to local news agency Yonhap.
Five years in prison is the longest sentence h

SEOUL (Dispatches) - Samsung Electronics heir[LeBERLIN (Reuters) - German business confidence fell less than expected in Augusirafigrgcto three record
Jae-yong was sentenced to five years in prison Flidhighs in a row, suggesting that a consumption-led upswing in Europe’s largest economy will contirtee de
as a Seoul court found him guilty of brib&ryconcern about a car emissions scandal.

embezzlement, hiding assets overseas and perjury.

century”, Lee’s sentencing could also have a maja drop to 115.5.

influence on the outcome of charges brought agpir “Germany’s economy remains on track for growth,” Ifo chief Clemens Fuest said in a statement.
ex-President Park Geun-hye, who, among mulfip The drop was caused by companies taking a slightly less positive view of the current busindes.situat.
other corruption allegations, is accused of for¢inHowever, managers’ business outlook for the next six months improved to its highest level since Janpsy

involved in Samsung's payment of bribes wqrtithe trend in manufacturing and construction.
7.2 billion won ($6.38 million) to the family of a close Ifo economist Klaus Wohlrabe linked the drop in retailing to the emissiommlaicand cartel allegations
The apparent motivation was to secure govern

although Lee has consistently denied the chargmorale in the automobile
against him and is expected to appeal via a higher caindustry itself.

last four years.

Although uncertainty in the global economy
such as increased trade protectionism poses
some risks to the growth momentum, Thailand’s
economy is expected to expand further in 2018,
%}i around 3.6 percent. Even faster growth may

e possible in the long-term, if policy reforms
continue in education, services liberalization,
&&ublic infrastructure management, and the
ational Masterplan for the Digital Economy is
fully carried out.

‘The government of Thailand recognizes the
ificance of the digital economy and has
2014, the survey showed. lau ched various project; including high-speed
wa A sector breakdown of the Ifo figures showed the main drag came from retailing. Sentiment impraved agé@temet access for all V|Ilqges = s?ttlr_\g up a
government big data analytics center,” said Pichet

Durongkaveroj, Minister of Digital Economy and
eSociety. ‘These projects aim to enhance
connectivity, create new opportunities for people
in communities, and harness data for better
decision-making. These are examples of the Thai
government’s vision to lay a solid foundation
toward Thailand 4.0 through digital transformation
encompassing Security, Infrastructure,

German Business Morale Dips

The Munich-based Ifo economic institute said on Friday its business climate index, basedrahly sarvey
h¢of some 7,000 companies, edged down to 115.9 from 116.0 in July. Economists surveyed by Reuters had fo

engulfing Germany'’s car industry, which is the country’s biggest exporter and employs some 800,000 peopl
€ “Car retailers are feeling the restraint of customers,” Wohlrabe said, although he noteistienescandal did
enot seem to have hit busines-

Wohlrabe said that the
dGerman economy appeare

to any leader of a South Korean chaebol| wnaffected by global
family-run conglomerate -- although it falls shorf opolitical developments,
the 12 years demanded by the prosecution, Whiadding: “The German
brought forward charges of bribery amounting teconomy has not reached
over 43 billion won ($38.1 million). growth limit. There is still
Lee's own father, Samsung chairman Lee Kun-heroom on the upside.”
was given a suspended sentence in 2009 f The Ifo index came after
tax evasion. data that showed the
But Friday’s ruling marked a shift in social attitugle.economy continued to
under liberal President Moon Jae-in, who has vowg¢dexpand in the second quarte
spearhead chaebol reform. growing by 0.6 percent on
The senior Lee has been hospitalized since a |hethe quarter and by 2.1 percer
attack in 2014, leaving his son to lead Samsung frcon the year, driven by strong
his position as vice chairman. private consumption.

Turkey to Strengthen Trade Ties With ,

Government, Manpower and, last but not least,
Applications (SIGMA).’

The rise of the digital economy is continuing to
transform Thailand. Mobile services are
affordable and widely used. At the same time,
technical digital skills can improve, as can the
regulatory environment. In 2016, Thailand
ranked 82 out of 175 countries in the
Telecommunications Development Sector
(ITU-D) Information Communication
Technology (ICT) Development Index, which
measures access to, usage of, and skills related
to ICT, and ranked 77 out of 193 countries in the
United Nations E-Government Survey, which
follows progress in the use of e-government to
improve the delivery of public services.

‘Thailand is known for its creativity, innovation
and high-level services, and is taking important
steps to help advance the digital economy and boost
the country’s economic potential,’ said Ulrich

HANOI (Dispatches) - Turkey would deepen its trade ties with Asian countr@stribute to Vietnam’s economy by investing over $700 million,” he underlined. Zachau, World Bank Director for Thailand, Malaysia

including Vietnam, Turkey’s Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said.

“Our country will maintain its strategy to increase its trade and economic effectiveressitries have accelerated.

in the Far East, mainly in

Asian market,” the Turkish taking this cooperation further are among our priorities,” he added. ha ) |
premier stated during his Yildirim noted that Turkey and Vietnam are countries which have a total of $688igital economy, meeting business needs and
speech at Vietnam-Turkey billion trade volume and over $1 trillion national income with their total populationincreasing family incomes.’

Business Forum in Hanoi.
Yildirim noted that

of 173 million in 2016. _ nds tf ' _
The trade volume between Turkey and Vietnam stands at below $2 billion and itd¢veloping data centric digital strategies, with a

ratification process of the notin proportion to potential of two countries’ population, he stated.
agreement on reciprocal “We aim to increase bilateral trade to at least $4 billion by 2020 at th€conomic assets. It also recommends increased
promotion and protection of first stage,” Yildirim said.
investments, as well as The prime minister noted that Turkey’s export to Vietnam advanced by 16 percediiverse uses, and new technologies such as

prevention of

taxation, signed in 2014 with the same period. . al Tt
“Although trade balance is not in favor of Turkey, it will be achieved by increasingnd become more responsive to digital opportunities

Vietnam, was finalized.
“Turkish

investors and diversifying trade,” he added.

The premier said works for signing a free trade agreement between the taod Regional Partnerships. ‘The pace of digital

transformation will pick up speed if access to

“Cooperating with a country that has high strategic importance like Vietnam anguality education also expands and provides more

Thais the opportunity to join and benefit from the

The report recommends that Thailand consider
focus on the growing importance of data as

flexibility and agility in allocating bandwidth for

double in the first half of 2017, while Vietnam’s export to Turkey increased by 33 percent ilockchain. Thailand may also consider how

institutions can track technological change better

and threats.
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TEHRAN (Tasnim) — The Zionist regime of Israel would not exist in 25 years, |
Army Commander Major General Abdolrahim Mousavi said, reminding the enemie

] r be the side who decides how to end the war if a military offersi®@ks out
Srae on XISt In ealS

The new Iranian Army chief said the acts of devotion by martyrs like Mohsen
would prevent the Tel Aviv regime from witnessing the next 25 years.

[ran Warns...

SYDNEY (Dispatches) - Global business tycoons and politicians from 48 countries
committed to ending human trafficking, forced labor and modern slavery on Friday
at a landmark gathering of high-profile leaders in the Australian city of Perth.

The forum, launched last year to expand public-private partnership to eradicate
these crimes, saw participation from the heads of U.S. retail giant Wal-Maes St
Inc, Japan’s Mitsui and China’s JD.com, among others.

“It's about accepting standard for good labour practices throughout the supply
chain,” said Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi.

The forum is also working to raise awareness on ethical business practices and
establishing a “spatial mechanism” to ensure immediate identification, proges
and assistance for victims of human trafficking, Marsudi added.

“I propose that during the next Bali meeting next year, the industries, the private
sector, will be able to showcase the best practices that havéeakearby industries
on initiatives resulted from this forum,” Marsudi said.

While the forum made general commitments it fell short of concrete action plans.

The Global Slavery Index estimates that 45 million people around the world are

victims of modern slavery. It is estimated that two-thirds of these people were from

the Indo-Pacific region. Marrybrown...
“Itis true that business and government, if we come together for the first time, have

the power to end it. This has never been done before,” said Andrew Forrest,

chairman of Australia’s Fortescue Metals Group and a co-chair of Friday’s forumct and the government is waiting for the reports, said Foreign Minister Julie Bishop.
Forrest urged governments across the Indo-Pacific region to adopt a Mod&ishop said the Australian government is looking to introduce the legislation “as

Slavery Act as a mean to tackle the problem. soon as possible” but did not put a specific date on it. The laws will be inspired by
Australia has instigated two parliamentary inquiries into the adoption of a Modern SlatresyUK’s Modern Slavery Act 2015.

San Francisco Latest U.S. City to Brace for Protest s

SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) - San Francisco braced on protest a “free speech” rally featuring far-right speakers.
Friday for a weekend of protests, including a rally by an In San Francisco, city officials including Mayor Ed
Oregon-based group that local leaders labelled “white Lee had lobbied the National Park Service to deny a
supremacist” as the city’'s mayor urged residents to permit for Patriot Prayer to hold a free-speech event at
boycott the event. Crissy Field, which is under federal control as part
The demonstrations planned for Friday, Saturday and the Golden Gate National Recreation Area.
Sunday across the Bay Area raised concern among San When that permit was granted on Wednesday, Lee t
Francisco police and elected officials two weeks after residents of San Francisco to essentially boycott the rally.
right-wing activists, including neo-Nazis and the “I ask our public and our residents of the San
Ku Klux Klan, fought with anti-racism protesters in the Francisco Bay Area to honour our request to not dignify
streets of Charlottesville, Virginia. people who are coming in here under the guise of
A woman was killed at that “Unite the Right” rally patriot and prayer words to really preach violence and
when a man thought to have neo-Nazi sympathies drove hatred,” Lee told a press conference.
his car into a crowd of counter-protesters. Nineteen The mayor urged locals to instead attend city-hosted
other people were injured. events on Friday and Saturday that he said would focus
The Saturday event is billed as a “free speechd provide armed security. The group has decriggh “inclusion, compassion and love rather than hate.”
rally, but critics say the Oregon-based organizergacism and neo-Nazis. U.S. House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi, in a

Patriot Prayer, is a white nationalist group, pointing Last weekend, 33 people were arrested in Boston \&tten statement, slammed the Patriot Prayer gathering
to plans that may include the far-right Oath Keepetens of thousands of demonstrators took to the street@a dangerous “white supremacist rally.”

Maduro Swaps Oil Minister and PDVSA President

CARACAS (Reuters) - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro on Thursday nasetf trips with respect to that,” Maduro said during a televised broadcasingefe

Oil Minister Nelson Martinez as the head of state oil company PDVSA while tappiogieals negotiated by oil-producing nations since last year to boost prices.

PDVSA chief Eulogio Del Pino to be the oil minister. He said Del Pino should lead efforts to convene “a summit of OPEC and non-OPEC
Cabinet changes are routine in Venezuela, which is struggling under the collapsatains to create an agreement for the stabilization of prices.”

a socialist economy amid low oil prices. The changes rarely bring new faces to laduro urged Martinez to cut unnecessary expenditures at PDVSA and push

government and typically have little effect on public policy. forward with an energy plan drawn up by the company’s workers.
Maduro said Del Pino will help drive forward negotiations among producer natiori$wenty-four hours per day, Nelson,” Maduro said. "Boost oil production, improve
to strengthen energy markets. national refining capacity, continue strengthening alliances with the 40 international

“Eulogio is the architect of the OPEC/non-OPEC agreements. Soon we will hagerapanies that are working in the Orinoco Belt.

Apple Removes lranian Apps From App Store

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Apple over the past few weeksThough Iranians do not have direct access to iPhones diadjhizadeh, founder of online delivery service
has removed a number of popular Iranian apps froifads, many young and wealthy consumers purchase ApplelionFoods, protested Apple’s decision on Twitter.
various international iOS App Stores, saying the move isjmoducts smuggled into the country. Indeed, black markean’s telecommunications minister, Mohammad Javad
line with U.S. sanctions against the country. iPhone trading became such a significant problem tha&rari Jahromi, also took to Twitter to voice his concern
Due to American sanctions on Iran, Apple does not sélan’s government reportedly mulled options to allovover the app removal.
hardware or distribute software in the Persian Guilfnport of the popular smartphone. “11 percent of the cellphone market in Iran belongs to
republic. However, the company has not actively inhibitedThe takedown appears to be an expansion of effortsApple,” Azari Jahromi said. “Respecting customer rights is
Iranian app developers from creating and distributing appestrict Iranian titles that offer in-app transactions. Ia principle today that Apple hasn't abided by. We wiill
through official App Stores operated in other countries. January, Apple pulled a number of Iran-based iOS aplegjally pursue the omission of apps.”
That is changing, according to a report from The Nefwom the App Store, including online e-commerce serviceThe minister’s statements are of particular interest
York Times that claims Apple is “moving aggressively” tdDigikala, citing noncompliance with Iranian Transactionsonsidering Twitter is a banned service in Iran.
shut down Iranian apps. On Thursday, for example, AppBanctions Regulations. Apple’s recent Iranian app removal follows a crackdown
pulled popular ride-hailing app Snapp from its App Stores,Since Apple takes a cut of all App Store purchases, satesvirtual private network (VPN) apps being marketed on
a decision that follows the removal of apps for fooftom Iranian apps generate revenue and are thustl® Chinese iOS App Store. In July, the Cupertino tech
delivery, shopping and other services, the report said.  violation of U.S. law. giant pulled a number of VPN apps from the App Store in
Apple recently informed Iranian developers affected Apple first notified Iranian developers affected by thebservance of government regulations.
by the crackdown that, “Under the U.S. sanctionecent takedown in February, the report said. InResponding to criticism, CEO Tim Cook explained that
regulations, the App Store cannot host, distribute or desponse, many app makers, including Snap@hinese regulators recently renewed efforts to enforce
business with apps or developers connected to certaiansitioned to Iranian online payments system Shaparaijsting policy dating back to 2015. The country requires
U.S. embargoed countries.” cash or other forms of payment. The move could ha¥N operators to obtain a license, suggesting a bulk of the
Apple spokesman Tom Neumayr confirmed the messagempted Apple’s app exodus. apps culled from the App Store were likely marketed by
as authentic, but declined to further elaborate on the issuéApp makers impacted by Apple’s decision, like Mahdilevelopers lacking such credentials.
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Real Mad @dO Named as RaonictoMiss U.S. Open
Group e Due to Wrist Injury

ONDON (Dispatches)- Holders Real Madrid
will start their attempt to win a record third a e r O e @m‘{'@ispamhes)—
mber 11 Milos

straight Champions League title in a group with

Borussia Dortmund, Tottenham Hotspur and Apoel Raonic has withdrawn from
Nicosia after Thursday’s draw. the U.S. Open due to his
The Group H draw will see Real’s Welsh international wrist injury.
Gareth Bale face his former club Tottenham for the The Canadian, 26,
first time since his 2013 move to Madrid. missed the Cincinnati
Real were drawn in the same group as Dortmund Masters earlier this month
last year and drew 2-2 both home and away as the after the injury to his left
Germans topped the group. wrist flared up during the
Dortmund chief executive Hans-Joachim Watzke Rogers Cup in Montreal.
said: “It's the toughest group but we’'ve been in this Raonic, who has never
situation before and won the group. Heroes are been beyond the fourth
made in groups like these.” round at Flushing
Former Real striker and current Director of Meadows, announced on
Institutional Relations Emilio Butragueno said he Wednesday he would miss
expected a tough challenge for the champions. the year’s last grand slam.
"The group won't be easy; we'll have to play well The 2016 Wimbledon
and give our all every game. We know that just 10 runner-up revealed he had undergone a procedure on his
bad minutes can cost you dearly. We've played wrist and expects to return to the court in a “few weeks”.
Borussia Dortmund before and they always give “As you know, I've been dealing with a painful
you a tough time. “Tottenham have shown that they condition in my left wrist, which has been bothering me
are one of the best teams in the last few years in the for many weeks now and recently forced me to withdraw
Premier League. APOEL will also cause us a lot of from the Cincinnati Masters,” Raonic wrote on Instagram.

problems, especially at their place,” he said.
Manchester United will face their opponents from

their 1968 European Cup final triumph, Benfica, and

were given a relatively kind draw with Switzerland’s

ONDON (Dispatches) - Cristiano Ronaldo has The shortlist was selected using votes collected from the

been named as the UEFA Player of the Year aft80 coaches of teams in the group stage of either the
he helped Real Madrid win the Champions League f@hampions League or Europa League and 55 journalists Ag Ut I nto I—aSt Fourl

3 a second successive time last season. put forward by the European Sports Media (ESM) group.
FC Basel and CSKA Moscow also in Group A. Ronaldo was shortlisted along with Gianluigi Buffon In addition to Ronaldo’s honour, Lieke Martens was Ed mu nd Edges JOhnson
and Lionel Messi for the award, which was created imamed UEFA Women's Player of the Year after leading
= was prese to the Portugal international the Netherlands to the 2017 Women'’s Euro title this EWYORK (Dispatches)
N ey m ar WI I I {:%\ g@rﬁéﬁraw on Thursdaymmer on home soil. The 24-year-old Martens, who - Roberto Bautista Agut
tst din es helped Lgslays her club football at Barcelona, scored three goals booked his spot in the

Blancog to become the first club to retain thend was named player of the tournament at the Euro. ~ Winston-Salem Open semi-
R O q @ trophy. He scored five goals in théThis is so amazing,” she said upon receiving the finals, while Steve Johnson

Messi,

guarterfinal victory over Bayern Munich, with a hataward. “It's a big honor. I'm really proud, but | couldn't ~ was beaten on Thursday.
RIS (Dispatches) - Neymar will eventually  trick in the second leg at the Bernabeu. achieve this without my teammates. I'm speechless!” Bautista Agut, the top
pass Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi as the  Before receiving the award for UEFAs best striker, Francesco Totti was the recipient of the President's seed at the ATP 250 event,
world’s best, according to Claudio Ranieri. Cristiano Ronaldo revealed that he feels lucky to pladward, which recognises outstanding achievements, overcame American
The Brazil star has made an impressive start to life at Real Madrid. professional excellence and exemplary personal qualities. teenager Taylor Fritz 6-2
at Paris Saint-Germain, scoring three goals in his  He also noted that one of the more than 100 goals h&he Roma legend, who spent his entire career at the 7-6 (7-3) in their quarter-
opening two games for the Ligue 1 giants. has scored in the Champions League is his favoriteRome club before retiring at the conclusion of last season, final.
Neymar, 25, joined PSG in a world-record  Ronaldo jokingly pointed to Gianluigi Buffon, who became the third Italian to be given the honour, joinihng AC ~ Last year’s runner-up,
€222million move from Barcelona earlier this month.  was sitting right next to him. Milan legends Gianni Rivera and Paolo Maldini. Bautista Agut only lost 11
Ranieri, now coach of Nantes, said Neymar was a “The last one against this old man,” he laughed.  “l am honored -- wearing a single shirt my entire points on serve in an
future Ballon d’Or winner. “It is incredible to get 100 goals in the Championsareer was my dream, and | managed to do it,” he said. impressive display.
“I think like everyone else. He's a great player,” |eague, it is a dream. “To play at Real Madrid, the Other awards won on the night: Awaiting the Spaniard in
the Italian said on Thursday. best club in the world and have the opportunity to playBest Goalkeeper of the 2016/17 UEFA Champions the last four is Jan-Lennard
“l think that after Cristiano Ronaldo and Messi, he  at the highest level constantly...| feel lucky and hapdyeague season: Gianluigi Buffon Struff after the German claimed a 6-4 7-6 (7-2) win
will win the Ballon d’Or in the future.” to be here for another year.” Best Defender of the 2016/17 UEFA Champions over Borna Coric.
Ranieri said he felt Neymar would go past both  Barcelona’s Messi scored 54 goals for his club, but théypague season: Sergio Ramos On the other side of the draw, seeds Johnson and
Barcelona star Messi, 30, and Madrid maestro had only the Spanish Super Cup and the Copa del Rey Best Midfielder of the 2016/17 UEFA Champions Chung Hyeon were beaten.
Ronaldo, 32. show for their efforts. Buffon, 39, was the losing goalkeepeeague season: Luka Modric Qualifier Kyle Edmund got past Johnson 5-7 6-3
“I think that gently, he will beat them, because he's  as Madrid beat Juventus in the Champions League final iBest Forward of the 2016/17 UEFA Champions 6-3 and the Brit will meet Damir Dzumhur, who was
very young,” he said. Cardiff, but helped his club to an Italian Double. League season: Cristiano Ronaldo too good for Chung 6-4 6-2.

Nadal, Pliskova Barcelona

Top Seeds for Agree Deal to
U.S. Open Sigh Dembele

EW YORK (Dispatches) - Spain’'s Rafael ERLIN (Dispatches) - Barcelona have agreed
Nadal, who regained the world number one a fee for the transfer of Borussia Dortmund’s
ranking on Monday, and current women’s world Ousmane Dembele to Spain, ending a saga that led
No. 1 Karolina Pliskova, were made the top seeds to the talented 20-year-old winger being suspended
for the U.S. Open on Thursday. by the Bundesliga club, Germany’s Bild newspaper
Nadal, who captured a 10th French Open title in June, said on Thursday.
will be chasing a third U.S. Open title to go with those Citing unnamed sources the newspaper said Barcelona
he won in 2010 and 2013 when the final Grand Slam of had agreed to pay Dortmund 120 million euros
the season starts on Monday at Flushing Meadows. ($141.66 million) and up to 150 million euros
He's seeded first ahead of Britain's Andy Murray, depending on performance bonuses, making it the
with Wimbledon champion Roger Federer seeded third. second most expensive signing ever.
Switzerland’s Federer will be seeking his 20th Grand Slam title and his sixth in New York. The paper reported the deal was struck in Monaco where both teams’ representatives are present for

But both Murray -- who won the US Open in 2012 -- and Federer have battled injuries in the bujld2lipmpions League draw. It was unclear if contracts had been signed.
with the Briton sidelined since Wimbledon with a hip injury and Federer skippi@@tncinnati Master§ Brazilian Neymar joined Paris St Germain from Barcelona in a world record movie 22#tmillion euros

with back trouble. earlier this month.
Injuries have led to a string of notable absentees, including reigning champion Stan Wawrinka ame tvo-Erance international Dembele, who joined Dortmund last year from Stade Rennes in a 15-million eul
winner Novak Djokovic. deal running to 2021, had been forcing his move to Spain and had missed training earlier this mon

Germany’s Alexander Zvereyv, 20, is a beneficiary, ranked sixth in the world he is seeded fourth. leading to his suspension.



