
VOL. XXIII, No. 6191 TEHRAN  Price 10,000 Rials MONDAY, AUGUST 14, MORDAD 23, 1396

STOCKHOLM (Dispatches) - The 1st Nordic-Iranian Business Forum (NIBF) will be held on 20-21 of 
November in Stockholm, Sweden. Iranian corporates and startups in various fields including ICT are expected 
to attend this event.

Iran and Sweden have always had good relations throughout the history, but the countries saw a drop in trade during 
the peak of sanctions in the recent years. Since the JCPOA agreement and the partial lifting of the sanctions in 2015, 
Swedish companies have been trying to boost corporations with Iran to further explore this untapped market.

This year, for the first time SWIRCTC (Sweden-Iran Chamber of Trade and Commerce) and IGI (Investors Group 
Iran) are organizing the first Nordic-Iranian Business Summit in Stockholm. Keynote speakers at this event include 
Seyed Rasoul Mohajer, Iran’s ambassador to Sweden and Helena Sångeland, Sweden’s ambassador to Iran.

The event gives an opportunity to the participants to explore the potentials of the Iranian market while also 
recognizing its challenges. “This summit somehow strives to swap FUD News (Fear, Uncertainty & Doubt) in regard 
to Iran’s market with FOP News (Feasibility, Opportunity & Potential),” said Soheil Zeinali, CEO of Sweden-Iran 
Chamber of Trade and Commerce. “Lack of clear, updated and adequate insight about the Iranian market, is assumed 
to be an essential bottleneck for many Nordic SMEs to enter the Iranian market. This event will hopefully be a great 
step for creating market insight and enhancing bilateral trade between Iran and Nordic countries,” he added. As Mr. 
Zeinali told TechRasa that there are some major Nordic corporations, trademarks or brands which are assumed to be 
historically well-known in Iran. “However, there is an enormous number of Nordic SMEs with special abilities, who 
could essentially be beneficial for Iranian enterprises and consequently Iran’s economic growth,” he emphasized.

Stockholm to Hold the First Nordic Iranian Business Forum
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TEHRAN – Majlis yesterday approved more than half 
a billion dollars in funding for the country’s missile 
program and foreign operations of the elite 
Revolutionary Guards in response to U.S. sanctions.

The move follows a spike in tensions between Tehran 
and Washington since U.S. President Donald Trump 
took office in January with a vow to get tough on the 
Islamic republic.

After the result was announced, politicians shouted: 
“Death to America.” A total of 240 parliamentarians out 
of 244 present voted for the bill.

It mandates the government to allocate an additional 
$260 million for the “development of the missile 
program” and the same amount to the Revolutionary 
Guards’ foreign operations wing, the Quds Force.

The lawmakers allocated $307 million to the Quds 
Force, a Special Forces unit of Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards responsible for their extraterritorial operations, 
to fight against terrorism.
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TEHRAN - Iran says it has started a new round of talks 
with the European planemaker Airbus over the 
purchase of dozens of helicopters.

Iran’s media quoted Asghar Fakhrieh-Kashan, a 
deputy minister of roads and urban development, as 
saying that the order comprised 48 helicopters.

“The Health Ministry is planning to order 45 HEMS 
(Helicopter Emergency Medical Service) helicopters 
and the purchase is being negotiated by the Ministry of 
Roads and Urban Development,” Iran’s Financial 
Tribune daily quoted Fakhrieh-Kashan as saying.

“Ports and Maritime Organization is also planning to 
hold a tender to purchase three search-and-rescue 
helicopters,” he was quoted as saying in a report that 
was also carried by Reuters.

Iran has signed deals to purchase above 200 planes 
since international sanctions against the country were 
lifted last year.  

ERBIL (Dispatches) - Two chambers in the 
Kurdistan Region have signed protocols with 
Iranian traders that would have them establish 
offices in their respective countries and see trade 
exchange of up to $200 million.

 Head of Kurdistan’s Union of Importers and 
Exporters, Mustafa Sheikh Abdulrahman, told Rudaw 
that a protocol signed between the Union and the 
Chamber of the Iranian Cooperatives stipulates that the 
Kurdish side will open an office in Tehran, and the 
Iranians open theirs in Erbil.

 Abdulrahman also said that a second protocol 
between Erbil Chamber of Commerce and their 
counterpart in the Iranian province of Hamadan would 
facilitate further trade between the two cities.

 This comes as the Chamber of Cooperatives in 
Hamadan announced earlier this month that they 
had signed an agreement with the Kurdish 
authorities to export 56 goods and food items to 
the Kurdistan Region worth $56 million in  
2017-2018, up from $38 the previous year. It said 
that the agreement allows Hamadan to increase the 
export up to $200 million. 

 Hamadan is located 500 km southeast of Erbil. Iran is 
Kurdistan Region’s second largest trade partner after Turkey, 
conducting $8billion of trade in 2014.

MOSCOW (Dispatches) – Russia expects Iran to ratify 
the agreement on visa-free regime for tourist groups 
from Russia as the Russian side has implemented all 
relevant procedures, a spokesperson for the Russian 
Embassy in Iran told Sputnik Sunday.

In late March, Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani visited 
Russia and held talks with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Following the meeting, the governments of Russia 
and Iran concluded an agreement on visa-free trips for 
tourist group.“The agreement on visa-free travel for 
tourist groups from five to 50 people was signed during 
the visit of President Rouhani, but the Iranian side  
has not yet ratified it. 

MUSCAT (Dispatches) - An Omani trade delegation 
has concluded its visit to the Republic of Iran.

The visit which was organized by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry comprised convening a 
number of meetings with a number of businessmen and 
officials at Jask City, Hormozgan Province.

The delegation was chaired by Khamis bin Abdullah 
Al Farsi, Director General of Commerce at the 
Directorate General of Commerce at the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. The delegation comprised a 
number of officials from the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Wealth and businessmen.
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TEHRAN – President Hassan Rouhani and his cabinet yesterday held their last cabinet meeting as President is 
getting ready to start his new term and government.

During the last cabinet meeting, President Hassan Rouhani said the 2015 nuclear agreement benefits the entire 
region and the world, warning that any attempt to damage the deal will backfire.

Rouhani rejected claims by U.S. President Donald Trump and opponents of the Islamic Republic who have 
described the accord, officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), as the “worst deal ever” 
and accused Iran of having deceived others.

“What is important about the JCPOA is the issue of understanding and a win-win situation,” he said.
“Certainly, the JCPOA serves and will serve the interests of the country, region and the entire world and anyone 

who wants to damage the JCPOA will hurt himself and his country,” he added.
The president also warned that if the U.S. stands against the deal, the whole world will stand up to the U.S., 

contrary to four years ago when Iran was alone.
“Today, if anyone wants to take a measure against Iran regarding the JCPOA, all [countries] will be with us and 

against the one who wants to weaken the JCPOA,” Rouhani pointed out.
The JCPOA was inked between Iran and the P5+1 countries — namely the U.S., Russia, China, France, Britain, 

and Germany — in July 2015 and took effect in January 2016.
Under the deal, which was later endorsed by a United Nations Security Council resolution, limits were put on 

Iran’s nuclear activities in exchange for the removal of all nuclear-related bans imposed on the Islamic Republic, 
among other things.

The UN nuclear watchdog has invariably certified Iran’s commitment to its obligations under the accord.
On the contrary, the Trump administration, which took over in January 2017, one year after the JCPOA came 

into force, has taken a hostile stance toward the deal, repeatedly threatening to tear it up.
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Navy to Dispatch Forces to West Atlantic

Leniency Over Drug  
Death Penalty Laws

ISNA* -  Majlis passed a long-awaited amendment to its 
drug trafficking laws on Sunday, raising the thresholds 
that can trigger capital punishment and potentially saving 
the lives of many on death row.

The bill must still be approved by the conservative-
dominated Guardian Council but gained parliamentary 
approval after months of debate.

The new law raises the amounts that can trigger the 
death penalty from 30 grams to two kilos for the 
production and distribution of chemical substances such 
as heroin, cocaine and amphetamine.

IRGC officer Martyred in Syria
TASNIM* -  A high-ranking member of the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) has reportedly been 
martyred in recent clashes with the IS terrorist group 
(ISIS,ISIL, Daesh) in Syria.

IRGC Colonel Janmohammad Alipour is the second 
member of the elite force who has been martyred in Syria over 
the past week. According to the report, the slain commander 
was from southwestern Iranian city of Andimeshk.

In a separate development, media outlets recently 
reported that Mohsen Hojaji, another IRGC serviceman, 
was captured by ISIS on August 7 and reportedly was 
decapitated two days later.

New Head of Environment 
Department chief

IRNA* -  President Hassan Rouhani in a decree 
appointed Isa Kalantari as Vice President and Head of the 
Department of Environment.

Kalantari is a member of the Center for Strategic 
Research in the Expediency Council. He has also served 
as Minister of Agriculture in previous governments.

Head of Cultural  
Heritage Organization

ISNA* -  President Hassan Rouhani in a decree appointed 
Ali Asghar Monesan as Vice-President and Head of 
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization.

According to a report of the Presidential Office website 
on Sunday, President Rouhani wished him success and 
asked him to observe law, moderation and government 
morale charter.

Monesan was born in 1970 and is working on his Ph.D 
in Civil Engineering at Sharif University. He was 
managing director of Kish Free Zone Organization.

Players Not Banned 
FARS* - Iran Football Federation, in a letter to FIFA, 
has stressed that the two players who appeared in a 
football match against an Israeli team have not been 
dropped from the Iranian national football team.

In a message sent to FIFA on Saturday night, Iran’s 
Football Federation rejected the media reports that it has 
banned Masoud Shojaie and Ehsan Hajsafi for playing for 
their Greek side Panionios against Israel’s Maccabi Tel 
Aviv a week ago in a Europa League match.

The letter came after Iran was asked to provide further 
information to global football body FIFA over its alleged 
decision to drop the two players from the national team 
after they turned out against the Israelis.

Iran’s Football Federation last week strongly condemned 
their participation, which has sparked huge controversy 
among Iranian people, particularly the football community.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Sports Minister Massoud Soltanifar 
condemned the move by the two players, but stressed that 
the football federation is investigating the issue.

Chlorine Leak
IRIB* -  More than 470 people suffered respiratory and 
other symptoms after a chlorine gas leak in southern Iran.

The report said 475 victims were taken to local hospitals 
in the city of Dezful, some 500 miles (805 kilometers) 
southwest of the capital, Tehran. Forty-five people were 
hospitalized and the rest were released. The report said the 
gas leaked from reservoirs in an abandoned warehouse 
belonging to the local water supply company.

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
described the anti-U.S. bill ratified into law by the 
Parliament as a very clever bill that avoids violating 
Iran nuclear deal.

Abbas Araqchi addressing the Parliament on Sunday 
before the vote on the bill, said that the bill provides the 
other party with no chance to manipulate it.

‘This bill is an astute response to the enmity and 
wickedness of the United States against Iran,’ said the Iranian 
top nuclear negotiator, adding that the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and the government are supportive of the bill.
The bill, overwhelmingly ratified today, puts under 

sanctions the U.S. government and entities that are 
involved in anti-Iran activities, while it also supports 
the Iranian military and entities that are affected by the 
U.S. new non-nuclear sanctions.

Araqchi added that the bill is the outcome of a series 
of actions proposed by the committee monitoring 
implementation of the nuclear deal and is much stronger 
than the U.S. Senate’s bill against the Islamic Republic.

Anti-U.S. Bill Really Clever

The defense power of the Iranian Armed Forces is a main target of the hostile plots, 
the IRGC chief said on Sunday, addressing a service in commemoration of Mohsen 
Hojaji, a member of the Iranian advisory support team in Syria who was taken captive 
by the Daesh Takfiri group near the Iraqi border last week and beheaded two days later.

The recent attempts of the enemies have been aimed at weakening Iran’s defense 
power, Major General Jafari added, noting that after achievement of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) - a nuclear agreement between Iran and the 
Group 5+1 (Russia, China, the U.S., Britain, France and Germany) - the adversaries 
have opted for military and missile-related sanctions against Iran to undermine the 
country’s armed forces. The enemies know that the only way to hamper the Islamic 
Revolution’s progress is to impair Iran’s defense power, he warned.

After Iran’s victory in the implementation of nuclear deal known as Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), enemies have been after undermining 

Iran’s missile and defense power.
He went on to say that cultural, political threats and massive invasions have 

targeted our values.
Following a U.S. strike against the Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces 

(Hashd al-Shaabi), Daesh (ISIS terrorist group) seized the opportunity to attack 
the Syrian troops deployed in the borders with Iraq in which Mohsen Hojajji, an 
Iranian military advisor was taken hostage by the terrorist group elements and 
beheaded later on camera.

TEHRAN (FNA) - Head of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Ali Akbar Salehi lashed 
out at U.S. President Donald Trump for allegations 
about Tehran’s non-commitment to the nuclear deal, 
stressing that he is speaking of his illusion.

“Trump is living in illusions,” Salehi told reporters 
on Sunday following a cabinet meeting, 3 days after 
he was reappointed as the AEOI head by President 
Hassan Rouhani.

Asked about his priorities as the AEOI head, he said, 

“My most important priority in the AEOI is making 
powerful progress in industrial nuclear activities.”

Salehi also described discovery and exploitation of 
nuclear materials, building nuclear propellants, research 
and development (R&D), production of a new 
generation of centrifuges and radio medicine as other 
priorities of the AEOI.

He expressed the hope that Iran would turn into a 
regional hub of radio medicine in West Asia in the 
next four years.

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - Major General Mohammad-Hassan Baqeri is going to visit the Turkish capital on a three-day visit in 
the first-ever foreign trip of the Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces.

General Baqeri will soon visit Ankara at the invitation of his Turkish counterpart.
According to Tasnim, the Iranian top officer will be accompanied by a high-ranking military and political delegation.
During their three-day stay, the Iranian delegation will meet with highest-ranking political-military officials of Turkey.
The issue of fight against terrorism, regional developments, Tehran-Ankara defensive ties, and border cooperation 

will be discussed during the meetings.

TEHRAN (IRNA) - United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) representative in Iran said here on Sunday 
that youth are not ignorable in politics.

So, UNFPA supports social activities of the Iranian 
youth, Leila Saiji Joudane said.

She made the remarks addressing International Youth 
Day seminar here in Cultural Center of Sa’adabad.

UNFPA supports youth activities for a world without 
violence and underlined that to meet needs of youth 
integrated program is necessary.

Joudane said to fulfill UNESCO slogan of this year, 
which is peace and sustainable security, power of youth 
shouldn’t be undermined.

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN – The interior ministries of Iran and Iraq 
signed a memorandum of understanding on Sunday to 
promote cooperation in handling the religious rituals for 
this year’s Arbaeen, a major Shiite occasion marking the 
40th day after the martyrdom anniversary of Imam 
Hussein (AS).

Iranian Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli and 
his Iraqi counterpart Qasim al-Araji signed the document in Tehran on Sunday, after an hour-long meeting at Iran’s 
Interior Ministry.

The MoU encompasses plans for organizing the Arbaeen pilgrimage, including procedures for facilitating the 
presence of Iranian pilgrims in Iraq and ensuing their security and health.

They discussed security cooperation and bilateral and regional issues.
The signed cooperation agreement includes various issues such as border control, Arbaeen march, pilgrims 

transition, pilgrims safety and some other joint issues between the two countries.
Arbaeen, one of the largest religious gatherings in the world, comes 40 days after Ashura, the martyrdom 

anniversary of the third Shiite Imam.
Each year, a huge crowd of Shiites flock to the Iraqi city of Karbala, where the holy shrine of Imam Hussein (AS) 

is located, to perform mourning rites.

Salehi Blasts Trump’s Remarks as Illusion

Iran Top Officer to Visit Turkey on Rare Visit

UN Supports Social  
Activities of Iranian Youth

Tehran, Baghdad Ink MoU on Arbaeen Pilgrimage

Websites Review

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iranian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Habibollah 
Sayyari highlighted his forces’ powerful presence in international waters and 
said the Navy’s fleets are planned to be dispatched to the west of the Atlantic 
Ocean in the near future.

Speaking at a ceremony on Sunday to unveil new books by the Navy’s commanders, 
Rear Admiral Sayyari referred to Western media’s attempts to portray the Iranian 
Navy as weak, saying the naval forces of the Islamic Republic proved them wrong.

Enemies Seek to Undermine 
Iran Military Strength

IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK

TEHRAN – One of the main objectives the enemies of Iran are 
pursuing is to erode the country’s military capabilities and cripple 
its Armed Forces, Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari said.

Iran-Russia 
Cooperation 

Close in Syria

TEHRAN (MNA) – Russian Ambassador to Iran 
Dzhagaryan said Iran and Russia were beside each 
other in Syria and the ongoing crises claimed lives 
of defenders from both countries.

Levan Dzhagaryan, Ambassador of the Russian 
Federation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, made 
the remarks during a visit to Kermanshah and at a 
meeting with the Governor of the Iranian province, 
Fazlollah Ranjbar. “Iran and Russia hold extremely 
close military-political cooperation and today, both 
sides are working together in Syria and their 
soldiers are martyred there,” he continued.

He said temporary export of wheat to Iran and its 
conversion to flour for being shipped to third-party 
countries was an attractive proposal which would 
be dealt with.Dzhagaryan also welcomed the idea 
of inking sisterhood deals between certain Russian 
cities and Kermanshah of Iran.

The official recalled that Mazandaran and Tehran 
provinces were volunteering to communicate with 
Russia; “fortunately, good measures have been 
taken so far in this regard,” he commented.

The visiting ambassador suggested that Kermanshah 
establish sisterhood ties between Chelyabinsk Oblast, 
which is located in the Urals region and marks one of the 
most advanced provinces in Russia. He further noted 
that, the Russian Embassy in Tehran could expeditiously 
issue visas in case delegations from Russian intended to 
pay visits to Russia. Levan Dzhagaryan underscored that 
“Russian’s relations with Turkey became turbulent 
following the fighter crash in Syria though Iran failed to 

enter our market properly.”
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The stagnation in the housing market is a result of people making uses of housing 
industry far different from the real immediate need for a shelter, Mohammad Ali Pour 
Shirazi, member of board of directors of Iran Housing Companies Association said.

“When people’s economy has problems and there is a gap between income and 
costs, the most immediate impact is laid on housing,” he said, noting that in Iran a lot 
of people resorted to housing in the past decades as a sort of safe investment.

“They put their money as investment in housing and they naturally and rightfully 
expect to make profit. It is natural for them to raise their prices when they see they 

have not been able to sell what they built two years ago,” Pour Shirazi observed.
He also voiced interest in seeing what the new cabinet has to offer to change the situation.
President Hassan Rouhani has introduced his second-term cabinet and is waiting 

votes of confidence from the Parliament. He has kept the road and urban development 
minister of his previous administration, but changed the minister of economy.

Being held 12-15 August 2017, IRANCONFAIR is a venue to present and introduce 
domestic and foreign industrial achievements and productions in the housing and 
construction sector.

Iran Oil Imports to India on the Rise

PRAYER TIME
Noon (Zohr)                            13:09
Evening (Maghreb)            20:14
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr)      04:51
Tomorrow’s Sunrise              06:23

5. And they say: “Tales of the ancients, which he has caused to be written: and they are dictated 
before him morning and evening.”
6. Say: “The (Qur’an) was sent down by Him who knows the mystery (that is) in the heavens and the earth: 

verily He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
7. And they say: “What sort of an apostle is this, who eats food, and walks through the streets? 

 Why has not an angel been sent down to him to give admonition with him?
8. “Or (Why) has not a treasure been bestowed on him, or why has he (not) a garden for enjoyment?”  

The wicked say: “Ye follow none other than a man bewitched.”               Surah 25. The Criterion, The Standard ( 5 - 8 )

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The latest report released by American 
Statistical Association (ASA) showed that total trade 
between U.S. and ran had reached around $77.2mln 
during first half of 2017.

While figures showed drop by 29%, the same report 
confirmed that, however; the mutual trade between 
both parts stood at $109.2m in the cited period.

During the first six months of 2017, the U.S. exported 
$41.3m of goods to Iran, a 42% fall comparing to the 
same period in previous year.

Imports from Iran also showed fall at $35.9m in the 
January-June period, down by 4% from $37.3m in the 
same period in 2016.

Trade Between U.S., 
Iran Registers $77.2m

Iran Confair Overshadowed 
By Stagnant Housing Market
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TEHRAN - The 16th International Exhibition of Building 
and Construction Industry (IRANCONFAIR) opened in 
Iran on Saturday in a situation witnessing a 5-year 
stagnation in the housing market.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN – Kkouzestan 
Steel Company is to hold a 
tender for selling its steel 
ingot products as the 
demands for its product 
have increased widely.

According to reports, the 
company is to hold a tender 
for selling its steel ingot 
product and its base price 
for the tender will be $495 
to $500 on Free on Board 
delivery basis.

The report claims that the company had sold its 150x150 
steel billets consignment for $415 to $420 on Free on 
Board basis few months ago . Around 20 companies are 
keen to buy the company’s steel ingot product through 
tender for 30,000 steel billets, slated  for delivery in 
October. Iran’s steel exports in the first four months of the 
year have increased by 3 percent and reached 2.13m  tons. 
Khouzestan Steel Company by increasing its products by 
48 percent has been named the best exporter and it has 
produced more than 925,000 tons in the same period. 
Bloom has been the major exports of the company in the 
first four months by 512,000 tons.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Iran said its exports of crude oil to India 
have increased by 16 percent over the past month in 
what the country says is a fresh sign that speculations 
over the decline of exports to one of its largest Asian 
buyers are inaccurate. 

Figures released by the Oil Ministry show that Iran’s oil 
exports in July stood at an average of 502,000 barrels per 

day (bpd). This was higher than June by 83,000 bpd.
The Ministry in a statement as reported by IRNA news 

agency further added that Iran’s oil exports to India in 
2015 and 2016 respectively stood at an average of 
189,000 bpd and 451,000 bpd – what it said indicated a 
steady increase.

Exports over the past nine months since the start of 
2017 also stood at an average of 438,000 bpd, 
promising a collective increase over 2016 once more 

exports are made over the months to the end of the year.
Iran’s Oil Ministry further emphasized that the 

number of refineries that were importing oil from Iran 
had increased from three to seven which included major 
buyers Reliance and Essar. 

Overall, Iran’s exports in July increased by 45,000 bpd 
compared to June to reach as high as 2.2 million bpd.   

Exports to Asia were higher over the period and 
reached as high as 1.4 million bpd, showing an increase 
of around 100,000 bpd.

Iran’s total oil production currently stands at around 4 
million bpd and its most important clients are China, 
South Korea, India and Japan, respectively.   

TEHRAN (MNA) – An export official said Qatar was eager 
to by Iranian products and was holding talks on expansion 
of economic cooperation between the two countries.

Managing Director of Trade Promotion Organization 
of Iran for Agriculture Products Exports, Mahmoud 
Bazari, made the remarks at a meeting to review 
agriculture market held in the wake of the trip taken by 
head of Trade Promotion Organization of Iran to Qatar.

The meeting aimed to discuss ways to maintain 
economic relations, trade development, agreements 
between both sides and political and economic 
conditions, he said.

Referring to hurdles faced by economic activists as 
regards transportation of goods in the Persian Gulf, he 
urged Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) to 
provide suitable capacities to promote maritime 
transportation. Bazari also called for facilitation of goods 
transport through air by allocating necessary budgets to 
the issue by Management and Planning Organization of 
Iran (MPO). He also pointed to banking relations and 
agreements as important noting “agreements need to be 
formed between Iranian and Qatari banking systems.”

“Necessary steps should also be taken in order to 
facilitate trade visa issuance for Iranian firms,” 
highlighted the official appreciating the efforts made 
by Iran’s Embassy in the Persian Gulf littoral country.

Mahmoud Bazari, while inviting capable export companies 
to participate in goods shipment to Qatar, expressed hope 
that professional traders will reach a suitable competitive 
mechanism in exports to target markets.

The meeting was held with the attendance of Head of 
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran Mojtaba 
Khosrotaj, Iranian Ambassador to Qatar Sobhani and 
Managing Director of Iran International Exhibition 
Company Hossein Esahbodi.

Tehran, Doha to 
Tighten Economic Ties

More Demands on  
KSC Steel Ingot Product

Citroen Products to Boost 
SAIPA’s Share of Market
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TEHRAN – Head of 
Board of Directors of 
SAIPA Auto 
Manufacturing Group 
said people’s warm 
reception of new 
Citroen Company 
Products indicates 
that those products 
can compete with other rivals in the market and it can have 
good impact on SIAPA Group’s share of the market.

Visiting the International Auto and Auto Parts 
Exhibition in Mashhad, Seyed Mohammad Ali Seyed 
Abrishami said that the main goal of holding such 
exhibitions is to create enough attraction for putting on 
display the best products.

He added that people should get acquainted with the 
products by seeing them in order to have more tangible 
acquaintance with the products, adding that the latest 
products Brilliance 220 and Brilliance 230 fortunately 
were put on display for experiment in the exhibition.

While visiting SAIPA Group pavilion in the exhibition 
and training sector in the pavilion, he called for using 
simple training software to be applicable in the cell 
phones because it is important for the customers.

Seyed Abrishami went on to say that maintenance 
and necessary instructions for customers should be 
very simple.

He pointed to the latest car of the company Brilliance 
Cross which was unveiled in the exhibition and said it 
was warmly welcomed by visitors and it is expected the 
car to have good sale in the market.
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HADRAMOUT (Dispatches) - At least 11 people were killed in deadly 
clashes between Houthi rebels and government forces in Yemen’s 
southern Shabwa province, according to a pro-government commander.

Government forces repelled three attacks by Houthi rebels and allied 
forces in Asilan district in the province, triggering clashes in which 
eight rebels were killed and 11 others injured, Ahmad al-Musabi told 
Anadolu Agency.

FRANKFURT (Reuters) - A Green party German state premier  
has defended the diesel technology at the center of a crisis in the 
country’s car industry, saying it was a necessary interim solution on the 
way to electric cars.

Winfried Kretschmann, premier of Baden-Wuerttemberg, said diesel 
was a clean technology that helped reduce the carbon-dioxide emissions 
blamed for global warming. He said the German car industry’s  
future must be secured.

Violence Kills 11  
In Southern Yemen

German Green State Premier 

Defends Clean Diesel

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Kenya was largely quiet on 
Sunday following violence in the aftermath of elections, 
as opposition leader Raila Odinga came under growing 
international pressure to concede defeat.

The election commission on Friday declared 
incumbent Uhuru Kenyatta winner of the presidential 
poll by 1.4 million votes. International observers said 
Tuesday’s election was largely fair but Odinga disputes 
the results, saying it was rigged. He has not provided 
documentary evidence.

There have been at least 24 deaths in election-related 
unrest, a rights group said on Saturday. But by Sunday 
the violence appeared to have largely abated, to the 
relief of Kenyans who feared a repeat of the violence 
that followed 2007’s disputed election.

Around 1,200 people were killed then and 
600,000 displaced after Odinga called for political 
protests that sparked ethnic violence. Regional 
trade was paralysed and Kenya’s economy - the 
region’s biggest - took years to recover.

This time, diplomats and regional leaders are urging 
Odinga, a former political prisoner, to concede. Their 
united stance leaves the 72-year-old opposition leader 
isolated if he chooses to maintain the allegations of 
election fraud and proclaim himself president.

He has not issued a public statement since Thursday but 
is due to address supporters in Nairobi’s biggest slum on 
Sunday afternoon. Party leaders speaking  
on his behalf continue to accuse the government of  
vote-rigging and covering up the murder of their supporters.

Kenya’s allies say the election was largely fair.

BUENOS AIRES (Reuters) - Argentines were to go to the 
polls yesterday in a closely watched mid-term primary 
election that will test their appetite for bringing back the 
left-wing populism of former President Cristina Fernandez.

Fernandez, who was indicted for corruption last year, 
is vying for a Senate seat in Buenos Aires province, 
home to nearly 40 percent of the country’s voters. She 
is running against business friendly President Mauricio 
Macri’s former education minister and other candidates 
from a divided opposition.

Investors and wealthy Argentines fear a Fernandez 
comeback in Congress could pave the way to her running 
for president in 2019. Her return to power would likely 
mean the end of Macri’s reforms and a resumption of 
rampant spending, protection of industry and isolation 
from trade agreements and international capital markets.

A seat in Congress would give the 64-year-old Fernandez 
immunity from arrest, though not from trial. She dismisses 
the corruption accusations as politically motivated.

The compulsory primary vote on Sunday will 
essentially serve as a detailed poll ahead of the Oct. 22 
election for one third of the Senate and half the lower 
house of Congress, as no major candidates are being 
challenged from within their own parties.

QUETTA (Reuters) - A bomb exploded near a crowded 
market in the Pakistani city of Quetta on Saturday, 
killing at least 15 people, officials said, the latest attack 
to hit the restive southwestern province of Baluchistan.

Middle East-based Islamic State, which has a branch 
of loosely affiliated fighters in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, claimed the attack shortly afterwards, saying 
a motorcycle suicide bomber had killed 17 soldiers.

The powerful blast hit as a paramilitary patrol 
passed by on the road, Baluchistan provincial home 
minister Sarfraz Bugti said, adding the patrol may 
have been the target.

“According to the information we have received so far, 
there are around 15 casualties, people who were martyred, 
and around 40 people were wounded,” Bugti said.

He said a state of emergency had been imposed in the 
city and all hospitals were on alert.

Quetta’s chief of bomb disposal squad, Aslam Tareen, 
said initial information was that a suicide attacker 
rammed a motorcycle into a military vehicle.

Pakistan’s army press wing said the patrol was the 
target and there were at least seven civilians among 
the 15 killed.

It cited army chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa as 
saying terrorists were trying to disrupt Monday’s 
celebrations of 70 years of independence from Britain.

“Our resolve won’t succumb to any challenge,” 
Bajwa was quoted as saying in an official tweet from a 
top military spokesman.

Separatist militants in Baluchistan have waged a 
campaign against the central government for 
decades, demanding a greater share of the gas-rich 
province’s resources.

Bomb Kills 15 
In Pakistani 

City of Quetta

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - Virginia Governor 
Terry McAuliffe declared a state of emergency Saturday 
amid violent clashes between hundreds of white 
nationalists and counter-protesters in Charlottesville. 

Riot gear-clad police officers ordered protesters to 
disperse after clashes quickly escalated in the southern 
city’s Emancipation Park. But as the climate calmed a 
car plowed into a group of counter-protestors, killing 
one and injuring several others. 

Mayor Michael Signer confirmed the fatality on 
Twitter, urging “all people of good will” to return home. 

It is unclear if the driver targeted the group or was 
involved in a traffic-related accident.

Video of the incident shows a car speeding down a 
narrow street filled with protesters before slamming 
into protesters and sending them ariborne, ultimately 
stopping only when it hit a line of cars. The driver then 
put the car in reverse and zoomed away.

It is unclear if the driver has been taken into custody. 
Speaking from his New Jersey golf club, President 

Donald Trump condemned “this egregious display of 
hatred, bigotry and violence on many sides”.

White nationalists were protesting the looming 
removal of a Robert E. Lee monument from 
Emancipation Park.

Lee was the rebel confederacy’s top general in 
America’s civil war, and calls have grown for confederate 
symbols to be removed from public spaces after a series 
of violent attacks that have been tied to white nationalists/
supremacists, which regularly use such imagery. 

On Friday night they marched through the University 
of Virginia campus holding torches in a scene 
reminiscent of Ku Klux Klan gatherings that haunted 
America’s civil rights movement. 

“You will not replace us”, and “Jew will not replace us” were 
chanted as an eerie torchlight glow enveloped the campus. 

Former Klan Imperial Wizard David Duke attended the 
rally as well as other prominent white nationalist leaders. 

University President Teresa A. Sullivan strongly condemned 
the rally, saying in a statement she was “deeply saddened and 
disturbed by the hateful behavior displayed by torch-bearing 
protestors that marched on our Grounds”. The two-day 
protest is thought to be the largest recent gathering of white 
nationalists. Activists have warned of an emboldening of the 
group since Trump won last year’s presidential race. And 
hate incidents targeting minorities have soared this year. 

Kenyan Opposition Under Pressure 
To Concede Election Defeat

Argentina Primary Vote Measures 
Appetite for Populist Ex President

Emergency Declared in Virginia 
As Clashes Erupt at Hate Rally
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Protestors Occupy Shell Plant in Nigeria

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia 
has nominated former German 
chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 
to the board of its biggest oil 
producer Rosneft as an 
independent director, according 
to a government decree 
published late on Friday.

Chancellor from 1998 to 2005, Schroeder is 
currently the chairman of the shareholders’ 
committee of Nord Stream AG, a Gazprom-led 
consortium established for construction of pipeline 
carrying Russian natural gas across the Baltic.

Rosneft, in which Russia has a 50 percent plus one 
share, is under Western sanctions over Moscow’s 
role in the Ukraine crisis.

Schroeder, who calls Russian President Vladimir 
Putin his friend, has criticized moves to impose 
sanctions on Russia.

His candidacy was put forward as Rosneft plans to 
increase the number of board directors to 11 from 
nine, the government said on its website.

PANAJI (Reuters) - India’s gold imports are likely to 
jump by a third in 2017 to 750 tons on restocking by 
jewelers and as good monsoon rainfall is expected to 
boost demand in rural areas during the upcoming 
festive season, a leading refiner told Reuters.

Higher imports by the world’s second biggest 
consumer will support global prices, which are 
trading near their highest level in two months, but 
could widen the country’s trade deficit.

“Demand and imports are normalizing after taking 
a hit last year. Jewelers are restocking after 
destocking last year,” said Rajesh Khosla, managing 
director of MMTC-PAMP India, the country’s 
biggest refinery.

India, whose gold consumption is rivalled only by 
China’s, imported 557.7 tons of gold in 2016, the lowest 
in 13 years, according to the World Gold Council.

In the first seven months of the 2017, imports 
more than doubled to 550 tons from the same period 
a year earlier, according to provisional data from 
consultancy GFMS.

But import growth would taper off in coming 
months as jewelers had restocked earlier than usual 
this year, fearing higher taxes, Khosla said on the 
sidelines of the International Gold Convention in 
Panaji, capital of India’s western resort state of Goa.

As part of a new nationwide sales tax regime that 
kicked in on July 1, the goods and services tax on 
gold jumped to 3 percent from 1.2 percent previously.

“Jewelry demand has improved this year but 
investment demand is still weak due to a rally in the 
stock market and the appreciating rupee,” said Prithviraj 
Kothari, managing director of RiddiSiddhi Bullions.

The rupee has risen nearly 6 percent so far in 2017 and 
is trading near its highest level in more than two years.

Venezuela State Oil Company 
Reports Sharp Drop in Revenues

Russia Nominates 
Schroeder to Rosneft Board

India’s Gold Imports 
To Rebound in 2017 Bulgaria’s Tobacco Industry Going Up in smoke

Turkey Threatens Russia Over Food Import Restrictions
ANKARA (Dispatches) – Turkey Ankara will have to take retaliatory measures 
if Moscow does not lift the trade restrictions on the delivery of a number of 
agricultural products, Turkish Economic Minister Nihat Zeybekci said.

Zeybekci said that the Turkish government is experiencing heavy pressure 
from exporters because of the remaining trade restrictions on some vegetables.

“We will be forced to take retaliatory measures, since we cannot ignore it 
anymore,” Zeybekci said, addressing entrepreneurs in Ankara.

CARACAS (Dispatches) - Venezuela’s state-owned oil company PDVSA revealed on 
Saturday that its revenues have dropped sharply, spelling bad news for a crisis-torn 
country heavily reliant on its exports of crude oil.

Revenues in 2016 slumped 33.5 percent compared to the previous year, the 
company said in a report published on its website.

PDVSA registered $48 billion in income for last year, compared to $72 billion in 2015.
The average price of a barrel of Venezuelan crude declined 21 percent to $35.15 in 

2016, down from $44.65 in 2015, it said.
The country’s oil ministry has projected that Venezuelan crude would fetch $43.72 

a barrel in 2017, but oil prices remain depressed globally.
The South American nation, an OPEC member with the largest proven oil reserves 

in the world, relies on crude exports for 96 percent of its foreign currency and for 
around half of government income.

The United States is its biggest customer, buying roughly 40 percent of output. 
Much of the rest goes to repay loans from China and Russia.

According to PDVSA, Venezuela’s oil production has slumped steadily in the past 
two years, going from 2.9 million barrels per day (mbpd) in 2015, to 2.57 mbpd last 
year and 1.9 mbpd this year.

It said it had realized cost reductions in 2016 worth $7 billion.
“Despite the unconventional war that it has been a victim of, and the global fall in 

oil prices, PDVSA continues to promote and participate in activities directed at 
fostering integral and sustainable development for the country,” it said.

According to analysts, years of neglect have seen PDVSA’s infrastructure become 
rundown and exploration curbed, resulting in declining production.

Despite the situation, and given its vital role in reimbursing Venezuela’s huge debt 
amid worries of a default, PDVSA said it will “continue to honor its commitments to 
international institutions and bond holders in the international market.”

PARIS (Dispatches) - Hundreds of protesters have occupied a Nigerian oil facility owned by Anglo-Dutch 
oil giant Shell, demanding that a local company take over its operations, a community leader said Saturday.

“We want Shell to hand over the operations of the flow station to Belema Oil Company because it 
appreciates our challenges and needs,” community leader Godson Egbelekro told AFP.

Protesters from the Kula and Belema community in Nigeria’s restive southern Rivers state said the 
community has suffered through decades of poverty and neglect.

At the same time they say the owners and workers of multinational oil firms operating in the area are living a 
life of affluence thanks to abundant oil and gas resources. “We will be here for as long as it takes until Shell meets 
our demands,” youth leader Alfred Epedi said, adding that “over 800 protesters” were occupying the flow station.

Security guards at the facility did not try to disperse the crowd as it entered the flow station on Friday.
The station, operated by Shell subsidiary the Shell Petroleum Development Corporation of Nigeria Ltd 

(SPDC), feeds crude oil into its Bonny Light export terminal, which has a production capacity of 225,000 
barrels per day of oil. The flow station’s output remained slow on Saturday.

Company officials “have been engaging representatives of the community (in) talks but nothing tangible 
has come out from the said talks,” Epedi said.

SOFIA (Dispatches) - When seven-year-old Fatmagul Ali 
picked her first tobacco leaves in 1967, growing the crop 
seemed like a license to print money. At the time, communist 
Bulgaria was one of the world’s largest cigarette exporters 
and key supplier to the entire Soviet bloc.

Five decades later, Fatmagul and her husband Fahim 
are still hard at work in their small field in the southern 
Rhodope mountains, close to the Greek border.

The couple are already bent low over the plants well 
before dawn, their hands tarred from plucking the 
sticky leaves in the glow of their head torches.

Row after row, they will spend hours repeating the 
same gesture before returning to their nearby village 
of Karchovkso, in the Muslim-majority Kirkovo 

region, to hang the leaves to dry.
And yet these efforts will barely yield enough for survival.
“When you take into account the expenses, we’ll make 

only a couple of euros today,” Fahim, 57, shrugged.
The fall of communism led to the disbanding of 

cooperative farms and a decline in tobacco production, 
slowly smoking out what was once Bulgaria’s most 
valuable asset.

With a kilo of dried tobacco leaves costing around 
2.50 euros ($2.95), the Alis will make only about 2,300 
euros gross this year. They’ve taken up second jobs to 
make ends meet.

“We’re thinking about abandoning tobacco, there’s no 
point to it anymore,” Fahim said.

Although the Kirkovo region still boasts the European 
Union’s largest number of tobacco growers per capita, the 
output is a far cry from the days when Bulgaria’s so-called 
“golden leaf” was an international mark of quality.

Tobacco was first introduced in Bulgaria under Ottoman 
rule, with production surging by the 19th century.

“It was a real currency, allowing Bulgaria to take out 
international bank loans,” Sofia-based economist 
Nikolay Valkanov told AFP.

Of the four grown varieties, the oriental type was by 
far the most valued thanks to its highly aromatic flavor.

Demand exploded during and after both World Wars 
as an increasing number of soldiers and female factory 
workers took up smoking.

Under Soviet rule, Bulgaria became Europe’s 
leading tobacco producer and, at its peak, exported 
some 100,000 tons in the 1970s and 1980s.

Today this has shriveled to 16,250 tons, 
according to official data.

And while Bulgaria is still in the EU’s top five 
growers, it cannot compete with the number one 
producer Italy, which churns out close to 55,000 
tons of dried tobacco leaves per year.

“The drop has been drastic”, said Tsvetan Filev, 
chairman of Bulgaria’s National Tobacco 
Growers’ Association.

“We haven’t been able to rebuild a competitive 
system after the dismantling of the planned 
economy,” he told AFP. With the collapse of 
communism, large-scale irrigation systems stopped 
working while skilled labour dropped in rural areas 
as people migrated to cities and abroad.

The restitution of expropriated lands saw the 
huge tobacco fields broken up into numerous small 
parcels and handed back to the original owners.

EU data from 2014 showed that Italy only had 
tenth of Bulgaria’s 23,700 tobacco growers, but 
produced five times as much.

“The way that the Bulgarian sector is organized 
now -- with numerous tiny farms, low yields, 
insufficient know-how, low education -- leaves it 
without a future,” said Valkanov.

There’s added pressure from neighboring 
Turkey, Greece and Macedonia which have 
boosted their production and are threatening to 
push Bulgaria out of the market.
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Iran to Host 2019 World Blood Donor Day
TEHRAN - Regarding, Iranian Blood Transfusion Organization’s 
capabilities and its international achievements and also being 
pioneer in the region, the country has been suggested to host 2019 
World Blood Donor Day. Representative of World Health 
Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 
(EMRO) suggested holding event in Iran.

Majlis...
FROM PAGE 1

Moscow...
FROM PAGE 1

KRG...
FROM PAGE 1

Iran to Buy...
FROM PAGE 1

Oman-Iran...
FROM PAGE 1

MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 2017 IRAN NEWS 15
WORLD NEWS

CARACAS (Reuters) - After months of attacking Venezuela’s unpopular President 
Nicolas Maduro, Latin America came out strongly against U.S. threats of military 
action against the crisis-hit nation.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s surprise comments on Friday may bring the 
beleaguered Maduro some respite in the region, just as Venezuela was on verge of 
becoming a pariah over its recent installation of a legislative superbody, widely 
condemned as a power grab by the ruling Socialists.

Following Trump’s assertion that military intervention in Venezuela was an option, 
Maduro’s critics are caught between backing the idea of a foreign invasion of 
Venezuela or supporting a president they call a dictator.

The sudden escalation of Washington’s response to Venezuela’s crisis preceded 
U.S. Vice President Mike Pence’s trip to the region beginning Sunday. He is set to 
visit Colombia, Argentina, Chile, and Panama.

Trump did not specify what type of options he had in mind.
Venezuela’s Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino on Friday disparaged Trump’s 

warning as “craziness” and Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza said on Saturday Venezuela 
rejected “hostile” threats, calling on Latin America to unite against Washington.

“We want to express gratitude for all the expressions of solidarity and rejection of the 
use of force from governments around the world, including Latin America,” said 
Arreaza, in a short speech on Saturday. “Some of these countries have recently taken 
positions absolutely contrary to our sovereignty and independence but still have 
rejected the declarations of the U.S. president.” It was one of Maduro’s fiercest critics, 
Peru, that led the charge in criticizing Trump’s threat, saying it was against United 
Nations principles. Mexico and Colombia joined in with statements of their own.

Regional alliance Mercosur added that it rejected the use of force against 
Venezuela, despite having indefinitely suspended the country last week amid 
international condemnation of Maduro’s new, all-powerful “constituent Assembly”.

After four months of deadly protests against his government, Maduro says the 

assembly is Venezuela’s only hope of obtaining peace by locking in the socialist 
policies of his mentor and predecessor, the late Hugo Chavez. Critics say the 
assembly is a bald manoeuvre by Maduro to cling to power as his popularity slumps 
under the weight of the country’s economic crisis.

Peru expelled Venezuela’s ambassador in Lima on Friday, but that did not stop it from 
criticizing Trump’s threat. “All foreign or domestic threats to resort to force undermine 
the goal of reinstating democratic governance in Venezuela, as well as the principles 
enshrined in the U.N. charter,” said Peru’s Foreign Minister Ricardo Luna.



LONDON (Dispatches) - Great Britain won an 
incredible gold medal in the 4x100m relay at the 

World Championships as Usain Bolt’s last-ever race 
ended in agony.

The British quartet of CJ Ujah, Adam Gemili, 
Danny Talbot and Nethaneel Mitchell-Blake pipped 
the United States to gold in a world-leading 37.47 
seconds, but only after Bolt had pulled up on his 
anchor leg and collapsed to the track.

The USA took silver in 37.52secs and Japan the bronze.
Mitchell-Blake, who had to settle for fourth in the 

individual 200m, roared with delight at the finish in 
scenes similar to Mark Lewis-Francis’ cries of 
delight when he crossed the line at the 2004 Athens 
Olympics to earn Britain sprint relay gold.

The tale since then for Britain has been one of 
missed chances and baton blunders. But no more, and 
the joy amongst the team was evident at the finish.

It was a sad way for Bolt to bring the curtain down 
on the greatest athletics career the world has ever 
seen, a man who has dominated, delighted and 
delivered ever since his record-breaking runs and 
gold medals at the 2008 Olympics.

A golden farewell was what he deserved.

MONTREAL (Dispatches) - Caroline Wozniacki 
moved into her sixth final of the year by beating 

Sloane Stephens 6-2 6-3 in the Rogers Cup on Saturday.
Wozniacki has yet to win a title in 2017, but will 

once again have the chance to change that after 
building on her epic quarter-final win over world 
number one Karolina Pliskova.

The sixth seed was able to comfortably get the 
better of Stephens, who can take great heart from 
reaching the semis in only her third tournament of 
an injury-plagued campaign.

An early break put Wozniacki in control of the 
opening set and the Dane swiftly recovered from 
dropping serve at the start of the second.

Defending champion Simona Halep will face 
Elina Svitolina in Saturday’s other semi-final, both 
players having come through delayed last-eight ties 
earlier in the day.

Having dropped only one game in her victory over 
Barbora Strycova, Halep was a convincing winner 
once again as she eased past Caroline Garcia 6-4 6-2.

Svitolina resumed her quarter-final with 
Garbine Muguruza trailing by a set, but turned 
things around superbly to beat the Wimbledon 
champion 4-6 6-4 6-3.

BERLIN (Dispatches) 
- Carlo Ancelotti was 

delighted with the spirit 
shown by his Bayern 
Mun ich  s ide  i n 
progressing to the DFB-
Pokal second round with a 
5-0 win over Chemnitzer.

Robert Lewandowsk 
netted a brace, with his 
second goal coming after 
the interval as Bayern 
finally broke down their 
hosts and scored four 
times in the second half. 

And, having come in at 
half-time just one goal up, 
Ancelotti was pleased with 
the way his team kept pushing to clinch an ultimately 
comfortable victory as Kingsley Coman, Franck 
Ribery and Mats Hummels added to the scoreline.

“I have seen a very good game from my team - we 
played well, with the right spirit and the right 
attitude,” he said.

MADRID (Dispatches) 
- Zinedine Zidane 

has expressed his delight 
after confirming reports 
that he is to sign a new 
three-year contract as Real 
Madrid coach.

The former France 
international has guided 
Madrid to consecutive 
Champions League titles 
and a LaLiga triumph since 
taking over from Rafael 
Benitez in January 2016, 
while a UEFA Super Cup 
victory over Manchester 
United in midweek got the new season off to a fine 
start. And following reports of a new deal having been 
agreed, Zidane, speaking ahead of the Supercopa de 
Espana clash with Barcelona, described his delight at 
committing his future to the club as he looks to build 
on his group’s positive mood. “Yes, I am happy, but 
it does not mean anything,” he told a pre-match 
news conference. “I can sign for 10 years, 20, but I 
know where I am.

V IENNA (Dispatches) - Championship leader Marc 
Marquez stormed to a third consecutive pole at the 

Austrian MotoGP on Saturday.
The Repsol Honda rider has won the last two races 

and gave himself a great chance of continuing his 
purple patch at the Red Bull Ring. 

Marquez was quickest in FP3 and FP4 before a lap 
of one minute and 23.235 seconds in qualifying 
ensured he will start at the front of the grid for the 
fifth time this season.

The Spaniard took a minor tumble in the final practice session prior to getting back on his bike and upping the 
pace and there was no halting the defending champion’s momentum as he took pole ahead of Ducati duo Andrea 
Dovizioso and Jorge Lorenzo.

Marquez, holding a 14-point lead over Maverick Vinales as he eyes a fourth title in five years, was 0.144secs 
faster than pre-race favorite Dovizioso, and Lorenzo was 0.386secs off the pace.

Vinales will start in fourth on Sunday, with Danilo Petrucci and Johann Zarco joining him on the second row.
Valentino Rossi had to settle for seventh, while Andrea Iannone, winner on this circuit last year, improved 

from 22nd to 10th.

MONTREAL (Dispatches) - Roger Federer used a 
dominant service game to beat Dutchman Robin 

Haase 6-3 7-6(5) in Montreal on Saturday, setting up a 
Rogers Cup final against German Alexander Zverev.

Haase, playing in his first ATP World Tour Masters 
1000 semi-final, did well to force a second-set tiebreak 
but Federer proved too much to handle as the Swiss fired 
down nine aces and dropped only nine points on serve.

Federer, whose five titles this year include the Australian 
Open and Wimbledon, credited a positive mindset for 
helping him extend his winning streak to 16 matches.

“Confidence can get you a long way, and if you’re feeling fine physically and you are ready to fight mentally you 
have a lot of things in the bag,” said the 19-times grand slam champion.

“And then the only thing that maybe is missing is practice, but sometimes practice is overrated. It’s all about the 
matches at some stage.“I’m happy I’m playing as well as I am this year on the match courts. At the end that’s what 
matters because I spent hours and hours on the practice courts in the last year.”

Next up for the Swiss right-hander, who is seeking his third Rogers Cup title after triumphs in Toronto in 2004 
and 2006, is Zverev after the fourth seed advanced with a 6-4 7-5 win over Canada’s Denis Shapovalov.
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Barcelona Urged Fans to 
Forget About Neymar

BARCELONA (Dispatches) - Barcelona coach Ernesto 
Valverde has urged fans to forget about Neymar.

Valverde was quizzed on the biggest transfer story of the 
summer, that of Neymar’s move to Paris Saint-Germain.

“[I found out about it] the day he came to my office to tell 
me, which was the day it was made public,” Valverde said.

“There had been a lot of talk and you could sense there was 
something as some players had commented something to me 
the week before, but I didn’t know for sure.

“The best way to replace him is to look forward, not back.”

Dortmund Maintain 
Dembele Suspension
BERLIN (Dispatches) - Borussia Dortmund on Sunday 

said Ousmane Dembele remained suspended  
“until further notice” for skipping training this week, as 
speculation continues to swirl over the wantaway forward’s 
possible move to Barcelona.

“Borussia Dortmund have decided to maintain the 
player Ousmane Dembele’s suspension from team 
training until further notice,” the Bundesliga outfit said 
in a statement.
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LONDON (Reuters) - Premier League champions 
Chelsea suffered an embarrassing home defeat on 

the first Saturday of the new season, having two men 
sent off as unfancied Burnley beat them 3-2 at 
Stamford Bridge.

Antonio Conte’s disjointed side struggled from the 
early stages when captain Gary Cahill was dismissed 
for a lunging tackle and they found themselves three-
nil down at halftime to a team who gained only seven 
points away from home all last season.

Wales international Sam Vokes scored two of the 
goals and Stephen Ward the other. New signing Alvaro 
Morata from Real Madrid came on to pull one back 
midway through the second half and then provided an 
assist for David Luiz, but in-between midfielder Cesc 
Fabregas was also sent off for a second yellow card.

It was a dispiriting afternoon for Conte, who won 
the title in his first season at the club but has 
complained that Chelsea have not signed enough new 
players while allowing several to leave.

Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp protested that 
Watford’s stoppage-time equaliser by Manuel Britos 
in an entertaining 3-3 draw should have been 
disallowed for offside. Britos was standing almost on 
the line before nudging in the loose ball after Simon 
Mignolet pushed it onto the bar.

“We were unlucky in the end,” Klopp said. “The 
equaliser was offside. It’s obvious because the linesman 
is on the line. He needs to see it. “We would have had 
defensive areas we need to work on if we’d won 3-2. We 
were the better team, we should have won.”

After the opening game of the season on Friday 
produced seven goals and a late winner for Arsenal, who 
beat Leicester City 4-3, the two teams at Vicarage Road 
served up more of the same entertainment for a worldwide 
television audience -- including some poor defending.

The home side, under new manager Marco Silva, led 
twice through Stefano Okaka and Abdoulaye 
Doucoure but Sadio Mane and Roberto Firmino, with 
a penalty, both equalised. Debutant Mohamed Salah 
seemed to have won the points for the visitors before 
Britos’s dramatic late intervention.

Promoted Huddersfield Town, playing in the top 
flight for the first time since 1972 and widely 
tipped for relegation, cruised to a 3-0 win away to 
Crystal Palace.

Record signing Steve Mounie, the Benin striker 
from Montpellier who cost 13 million euros ($15.36 
million), scored once in each half after Palace’s Joel 
Ward put through his own goal.

Wayne Rooney scored on his return to Everton from 
Manchester United to give the Merseysiders a 1-0 
victory at home to Stoke City. It was his 199th 
Premier League goal and first for Everton since 2004.

Egyptian defender Ahmed Hegazi, on loan to West 
Bromwich Albion from Al Ahly, scored on his debut 
in the 1-0 win at home to Bournemouth.

There were no goals on the south coast between 
Southampton and Swansea City. That meant the 
Saints have not scored at home in their last six games.

Promoted Brighton were playing at home to 
Manchester City in the late game on Saturday.

Champions Chelsea Beaten 
At Home in First Game
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