
UN, EU Praise Iran  
Over JCPOA; U.S. Differs
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UNITED NATIONS (Dispatches) - The United 
Nations and the European Union praised Iran on 
Thursday for implementing the landmark 
nuclear deal with six major powers, but U.S. 
Ambassador Nikki Haley accused Tehran of 
“destructive and destabilizing” actions from 
ballistic missile launches to arms smuggling.

The speeches at a Security Council meeting on 
implementation of a U.N. resolution endorsing 
the July 2015 nuclear agreement showed the deep 
division over Iran between the five major powers 
who view the deal as a major achievement and 
the Trump administration, which is reviewing it.

President Donald Trump, congressional Republicans 
and Israel have assailed the agreement as a windfall 
to Iran that only delayed its pursuit of nuclear 
weapons. Haley said only that the U.S. would adhere 
to the deal to rein in Iran’s nuclear program while 
conducting the comprehensive review.

She focused on what the U.S. views as Iran’s 
repeated violations of the 2015 resolution, 
which she accused the Security Council of 
ignoring. She cited ballistic missile launches 
and illicit procurement of missile technology as 
well as “proven arms smuggling.”

“Iran’s destructive and destabilizing role in the 
Middle East goes far beyond its illicit missile 
launches,” Haley said. “From Syria to Yemen 
and Iraq to Lebanon, Iran’s support for terrorist 
groups continued unabated. 
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Iranian Female Taekwondoist  

Kimia Alizadeh Won Silver Medal  

In the 23 rd World Championship in  

S.Korea After Losing to Her Rival 

From Cote d’Ivoire in the Final

President Hassan Rouhani by 

Sending a Message to Iraqi Prime 

Minister Congratulated the 

Liberation of Mosul From the 

Occupation of Daesh Forces

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) - Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi has announced an end to 
Daesh’s “state of falsehood” following the 
recapture of the historical Grand al-Nuri Mosque 
at the heart of the city of Mosul.

“The return of al-Nuri Mosque and al-Hadba 
minaret to the fold of the nation marks the end 
of the Daesh state of falsehood,” Abadi said in a 
statement on Thursday. 

Iraqi forces, he said, would continue to hunt 
Daesh elements “to kill them and detain them, 
down to the last one.” The Iraqi army recaptured 
the venue of the iconic mosque on Thursday, 
with the country’s state TV implying the 
liberation of the city, which has been under the 
control of the terrorist group since 2014.

“Their fictitious state has fallen,” an Iraqi 
military spokesman Brigadier General Yahya 
Rasool told state TV.  Earlier, the Iraqi military 
announced the news as it continues to gain more 
advances in Mosul’s Old City.

Shortly after the announcement, the Iraqi state 
television reported the fall of the “mythical state,” 
in reference to Daesh’s so-called caliphate.

The TV said the recapture of the mosque 
means Mosul, as the terror group’s command 
center, has been liberated, while Iraqi forces are 
in the middle of a mop-up operation to cleanse 
the city of remaining Daesh elements.

Daesh extremists late on June 21 blew up the 
Grand al-Nuri Mosque and its Hadba 
(Hunchback) minaret.WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - Once expunged from its official history, documents outlining the U.S.-

backed 1953 coup in Iran have been quietly published by the State Department, offering a new glimpse at 
an operation that ultimately pushed the country toward its Islamic Revolution and hostility with the West.

The CIA’s role in the coup, which toppled Prime Minister Mohammed Mosaddegh and cemented the 
control of the shah, was already well-known by the time the State Department offered its first 
compendium on the era in 1989. But any trace of American involvement in the putsch had been wiped 
from the report, causing historians to call it a fraud.

The papers released this month show U.S. fears over the spread of communism, as well as the British 
desire to regain access to Iran’s oil industry, which had been nationalized by Mosaddegh. It also offers 
a cautionary tale about the limits of American power as a new U.S. president long suspicious of Iran 
weighs the landmark nuclear deal with Tehran reached under his predecessor.

It exposes “more about what we know about this milestone event in Middle East history and especially 
U.S.-Iran history. This is still such an important, emotional benchmark for Iranians,” said Malcolm Byrne, 
who has studied Iran at the non-governmental National Security Archive at George Washington University. 
“Many people see it as the day that Iranian politics turned away from any hope of democracy.”

The 1,007-page report , comprised of letters and diplomatic cables, shows U.S. officials discussing 
a coup up to a year before it took place. While America worried about Soviet influence in Iran, the 
British remained focused on resolving a dispute over the nationalization of the country’s oil refinery 
at Abadan, at the time one of the world’s largest. Many also feared further instability following the 
1951 assassination of Premier Ali Razmara.

Washington Quietly Publishes Papers on 1953 Iran Coup
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BRUSSELS (Dispatches) - A senior EU judiciary 
official warns that women and children related to 
Middle East-based Takfiri terror groups, 
including Daesh, are increasingly returning to 
their home countries in Europe, with some of 
them posing security threats to their homeland.

In a report to the European Parliament on 
Thursday, Eurojust President Michele Coninsx 
raised concerns over a “new trend” of females 
and juveniles heading from Middle East war 
zones back to European countries.

“We see that females and young children are 
coming back to Europe and they need special 
attention,” said Coninsx. There have been 
growing concerns among European officials as 
Takfiri Daesh militants, many of them European 
nationals, are increasingly losing ground in Iraq 
and Syria amid army advances there.

The former Belgian prosecutor further said the 
fact that an individual returning from Daesh-held 
areas is a woman or child does not mean the person 
cannot pose a security risk.“It is not because you 
are a child or because you are a female that you are 
not dangerous.

BERLIN (Dispatches) - German lawmakers from 
the Social Democratic Party (SPD) have blocked 
a billion-dollar deal to lease advanced Heron-2 
drones from Israel, citing the capability of the 
unmanned aerial vehicles to carry weapons.

The SPD lawmakers blocked the $660-million 
deal to lease the drones from the Israel Aerospace 
Industries (IAI) in the budget committee of 
Bundestag, Germany’s lower house of 
parliament, on Wednesday.

Opposition to the deal started last week after 
the SPD lawmakers discovered that the drones 
are capable of being equipped with weapons 
systems during their visit to the IAI’s industrial 
compound in Israel.

The party, which is part of Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s coalition government, is opposed to the 
notion of using drones for launching airstrikes, 
stressing that the aircraft should only be used for 
reconnaissance purposes.

Following their visit to Israel, the SPD lawmakers 
told Defense Minister Ursula von der Leyen on 
Friday that they would not approve the deal for this 
version of Israeli drones.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - The U.S. government 
can seize a skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan that 
it says is controlled by Iran, a jury concluded on 
Thursday, allowing federal prosecutors to complete 
what they called the largest terrorism-related civil 
forfeiture in United States history.

The jury, which deliberated for one day after a 
month of testimony, found that the Alavi Foundation, 
which owns 60 percent of the 36-floor skyscraper at 
650 Fifth Avenue, violated United States sanctions 
against Iran and engaged in money laundering 
through its partnership with Assa Corporation, a 
shell company for an Iranian state-controlled bank 
that had owned the remaining 40 percent.

Defense lawyers had argued that Alavi did not 
know of Assa’s ties to the Iranian government 
after the United States imposed sanctions in 1995.

The government has agreed to distribute 
proceeds from the building’s sale, which could 
bring as much as $1 billion, to the families of 
victims of Iranian-sponsored terrorist attacks, 
including the Sept. 11 attacks. The office tower is 
highly coveted real estate; Nike recently signed a 
15-year deal to rent seven of its 36 floors.

The jury also upheld the government’s claim 
to several Alavi bank accounts and shares of 
other properties in New York, Texas, California 
and Maryland that were funded by the 
skyscraper’s rental revenue.

“In this trial, 650 Fifth Avenue’s secret was laid 
bare for all to see,” Joon H. Kim, the acting 
United States attorney for the Southern District 
of New York, said in a statement. “The owners of 
650 Fifth Avenue gave the Iranian government a 
critical foothold in the very heart of Manhattan 
through which Iran successfully circumvented 
U.S. economic sanctions.”

Alavi, which has donated to health clinics, 
Persian cultural programs and universities including 
Columbia, said in a statement that it was 
disappointed by the verdict and was considering its 
options. Defense lawyers were expected to appeal 
the decision. The government first filed its 
complaint in 2008. In September 2013, Judge 
Katherine B. Forrest, of Federal District Court in 
Manhattan, ordered Alavi and Assa to forfeit their 
shares of the building. But an appeals court in 2016 
sent Alavi’s portion of the case back to trial, on the 
ground that it was unclear if the foundation actually 
knew its partner was controlled by Iran. The 
government retained control over Assa’s share.
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FM Condemns Attack on Venezuela Gov’t Buildings

President Swearing-In 
Ceremony on Aug.5

TASNIM* -  The swearing-in ceremony for 
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani who won a 
second term by a landslide victory will be held 
in the parliament on August 5.

In a statement on Friday, the public 
relations department of the parliament 
announced that President Rouhani will take 
the oath of office at an open session of the 
parliament on August 5.

The inaugural ceremony will be attended 
by Iranian and foreign officials and figures, 
it added.

The swearing-in in Iran is usually held a couple 
of days after endorsement of the new president’s 
position by Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.

Baghdadi Definitely Dead
FARS* - An Iranian official said Thursday he 
could confirm the death of the elusive leader of 
the Islamic State militant group (ISIS), but 
provided little details surrounding the claim.

Ali Shirazi, a representative of the foreign 
branch of Iran’s elite Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, known as the Quds Force, said 
he was sure Baghdadi was dead, but declined 
to elaborate on how or when the elusive cleric 
had been killed. 

The claim comes weeks after Russia 
announced it believed it had killed Baghdadi 
during an airstrike last month at what it called 
a meeting of hundreds of ISIS militants and 
officials outside of the jihadists’ de facto 
capital of Raqqa in northern Syria. It’s 
uncertain whether Shirazi’s claim Thursday 
was related to Russia’s. Previous rumors of 
Baghdadi’s death have proven to be false or 
mistaken on numerous occasions.

“Terrorist Baghdadi is definitely dead,” 
Shirazi said.

Saudis Release Iranian Fishers
MEHR* -  Saudi Arabia released seven 
Iranian fishers and they arrived in Iran.

According to the report, they were 
imprisoned for a year when Saudi border 
guards jailed them.

Earlier, Saudi Arabia also claimed that it 
arrested three members of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC).

Majid Aqa-Babaei, the Iranian Interior 
Ministry’s director general for border affairs, 
told the Young Journalists Club June 20 that 
Saudi Arabia’s claim about the arrest of 
Iranian soldiers is not true.

He added that Saudi coastguards had opened 
fire at Iranian fishing boats in the waters south 
of Iran, killing one fisherman.

Addicts on the Rise
ISNA* -  The number of people suffering 
from drug addiction in Iran has more 
than doubled in the last six years, local 
media report.

A survey carried out by a drug control group 
has found that about 2.8 million people are 
regularly consuming drugs in the country.

Opium, the main ingredient in heroin, is the 
country’s most popular narcotic, making up 
67% of consumption.

Production of the drug in neighboring 
Afghanistan has risen in recent years.

A spokesman for the Drug Control 
Organization, Parviz Afshar, said that 
marijuana and its derivatives accounted 
for 12% of drug consumption in Iran, 
with methamphetamine, a stimulant that 
affects the central nervous system, 
accounting for about 8%.

The head of a working group on drugs in 
the Expediency Council, Saeed Safatian, 
said that the number of drug users  
might be even higher.

Safatian said this was because respondents 
approached for the survey on which the 
figures were based did not mention relatives 
who were addicts, fearing social opprobrium.

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN – Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani has assured that Iranian MPs will back the 
Tehran-Seoul agreements.

Speaking with South Korean Prime Minister Lee Nak-yeon in Seoul, the Iranian 
speaker termed cooperation between the two countries in various economic areas “a 
fresh start of reviving bilateral ties”, IRNA news agency reported.

Expressing Iran’s satisfaction with the growing ties between Tehran and Seoul, 
Larijani urged for broadening cooperation in banking, economic, energy, tourism and 
railroads spheres. Larijani has arrived in Seoul to partake in the second meeting of 
Eurasian Parliament Speakers.

The two countries over the past months have been discussing a $13 billion deal on 
financing several development projects in the Islamic Republic including energy 
sector.Larijani said Thursday that Tehran will seek to use its ties with North Korea to 
help improve inter-Korean relations for a “peaceful and political” solution.“We 
believe we should make use of our bilateral relations (between Tehran and 
Pyongyang) in order to resolve the problems. If it is possible for us, we will explore our capacity and capabilities in order to 
improve the relations between the two Koreas,” Larijani told Seoul-based reporters.

“(Military) actions would create military confrontations. ... Instead, we should develop and promote political discussions,” he 
added, noting Tehran’s foreign policy is based on the peaceful resolution of any external problems, Yonhap news agency 
reported. Larijani was visiting Seoul to attend the Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’ Parliaments that ended 
Wednesday. The conference on cooperation for shared prosperity was jointly hosted by South Korea’s parliament and the State 
Duma, the lower house of Russia’s legislature.

Asked to comment on the upcoming summit between South Korean President Moon and his U.S. counterpart Donald Trump, 
the senior Iranian official called for consistency in U.S. foreign policy, indicating that Washington has oscillated between its 
two Middle East partners now in a diplomatic crisis -- Saudi Arabia and Qatar -- to advance its economic interests.

Larijani Vows Majlis to Support for Tehran-Seoul Deals

The two sides also reviewed regional and international relations.
At the beginning of the meeting, Gentiloni condoled Zarif on victims of 

terrorist incident in Iran.
Zarif, for his part, voiced Iran’s interest in expansion of economic 

cooperation with Italy.
Zarif on Wednesday said that Iran and Italy have signed good agreements 

after President Hassan Rouhani’s visit to Rome and the JCPOA and the 
accords are in the stage of implementation.

Prior to meeting with Italian senior officials, Zarif said the preliminaries for 
the implementation of the accords, especially in financial security domains, 
are getting finalized and need to be reviewed.

He said, “Today, I will meet Italian Prime Minister, Speaker and Foreign 
Minister and we will in the meetings discuss bilateral economic relations and 
ways to enforce the JCPOA.”

“In meetings with Italians today, there will also be talks on Iran-Italy 
bilateral, regional and international cooperation.”

Later Italian Foreign Minister Angelino Alfano expressed support for the 
July 2015 nuclear deal known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), describing it as cause of international and regional stability.
In a meeting held in Rome with his Iranian counterpart Zarif, Alfano 

referred to the latest report released by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) confirming Iran’s commitments to the implementation of the 
international deal.

Pointing to the June 7 terrorist attacks in Tehran, Alfano stressed the 
importance of countering terrorism and extremism.

Talking of Rome-Tehran ties, Alfano said the Italian companies have a 
positive look at Iran, adding Italy is after developing relations with Iran.

Meanwhile, the Iranian foreign minister pointed to good relations between 
Tehran and Rome, stressing that the exchange of banking delegations will 
deepen bilateral ties.

About the regional developments, Zarif said Italy can use its capacity to 
reduce tension among the regional countries.

Any kind of attack on Syria that may mount by the US on the pretext of 
false reasons will re-strengthen the terrorist group of Daesh (ISIS) in the 
region, Zarif noted.

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - Iran rejected groundless U.S. claims against the country in 
its annual report on global human smuggling, saying such crimes are 
in fact rooted in Washington’s warmongering and “interventionist” 
policies in different parts of the world.

“The root cause of human trafficking should be seen in the unilateral, 
interventionist and aggressive policies as well as occupation, wars of 
attrition, terrorism and genocide, in a majority of which the military 
and security forces of the U.S. and some of its allies have a hand,” 
Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qasemi said on Thursday.

The report, published by the U.S. State Department on June 27, 
described Iran as a source, transit site and destination for men, women 
and children subjected to human trafficking.

It lists China, Russia, Syria and Iran as among the worst offenders for 
human trafficking.

Qasemi severely condemned the “baseless allegations” against Iran 
and stressed that the U.S. “lacks the required competence and 
legitimacy” to draw up such reports against other countries.

Such reports are “one-sided, biased, political and based on double 
standards”, and are aimed at tarnishing the image of the Islamic 
Republic, he said.

The allegations come despite the fact that Iran’s Constitution has one 
of the most progressive laws with regard to human dignity based on 
Islamic teachings and that the country’s parliament has passed a law on 
fighting human trafficking in all its forms.

Qasemi underlined the need to identify and punish the elements 
behind human trafficking across the world.

“The responsibility of the U.S. government is evident. That 
government should not and cannot abdicate its responsibility by 
diverting attentions from this important issue and leveling wrong and 
baseless allegations against other countries.”

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif on Friday 
conveyed Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s message to his French 
counterpart Emmanuel Macron.

Zarif met with Macron in the Élysée Palace in the French capital, Paris on Friday.
During the meeting, the Iranian foreign minister and the French president 

discussed bilateral ties and major regional and international developments.
Zarif kicked off his European tour on Monday.
In an address to the annual meeting of the European Council of Foreign 

Relations (ECFR) in Berlin on Monday, Zarif referred to the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) as an example of the win-win 
solution and underlined having a regional security forum in Persian Gulf to 
promote dialogue.

Zarif met with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian and President 
of the Senate of France Gerard Larcher late on Thursday.

Tehran Denies Allegations Over Human Trafficking

Zarif Submits Rouhani’s 
Message to Macron

Websites Review

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – Iran’s Foreign Ministry condemned 
a helicopter attack on Venezuela’s Supreme Court and 
Interior Ministry buildings, and described peaceful 
dialogue between the Caracas government and the 
opposition without foreign interference as the best way for 
settling disputes.

Tehran, Rome to 
Expand Relations

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Mohammad-Javad Zarif and 
Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni discussed ways of 
expanding relations between Tehran and Rome.

Hostile Moves to 
Face Proper Reaction

TEHRAN (Tasnim) - A top Iranian 
general warned the enemies that the Islamic 
Republic employs whatever capabilities at its 
disposal, including missiles, to respond to the 
hostile plots.

Any vicious plan to damage Iran will meet 
with a crushing response, Head of the 
Strategic Research Center of the General Staff 
of Iran’s Armed Forces Brigadier General 
Ahmad Vahidi said.

“We will use the whole equipment we have, 
including the missiles, in case of any 
aggression against our security,” the former 
Iranian defense minister added.

He also described a recent missile attack 
conducted by the Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps against the positions of terrorists in 
Syria as a small part of Iran’s capabilities.

The missile attack was a warning to all 
those contemplating violation of Iran’s 
security and threatening its national 

interests, the general stressed.
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Ali Abedzadeh, the head of Civil Aviation Organization of Iran, said the 
financial supporters of the new airlines were already purchasing planes from 
global providers. 

Abedzadeh expressed hope that some of the new airlines would become 
operational before or in early 2018. 

He added that the new carriers would provide a variety of services that 
focus on flights to domestic, regional and international destinations.  Some 
of them, the official emphasized, would only provide charter flight services. 

Abedzadeh said the minimum investment required for launching a new 
airline in Iran is around $90 million. 

He further emphasized that the establishment of new airlines would 
encourage competition among carriers - what he said would eventually lead 
to the improvement of services in Iran’s aviation industry.

The announcement over the establishment of new airlines comes as Iran is 
pushing ahead an aggressive campaign of purchasing planes from global 
provides like Airbus, Boeing and ATR.

On Thursday, Forbes said the European aviation major Airbus had won a 
race from its American rival Boeing in selling planes to Iran.

It added that Airbus had already attracted a mix of firm orders and 
memorandums of understanding for 173 aircraft with a collective deal value 
of tens of billions of dollars. The report said Boeing had accrued orders and 
options for 140 planes, while the smaller European turboprop-maker ATR 
attracted orders and options for 40 aircraft.

Iran’s shopping spree, Forbes added, already promises a complete overhaul 
of its aviation sector. The report added that the number of planes ordered 
amount to almost double the current active Iranian fleet. 

Industry, Mines Attract 42% of Post-JCPOA Foreign Investment

Petchem Exports to China Halted

PRAYER TIME
Noon (Zohr)                            13:08
Evening (Maghreb)            20:45
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr)      04:07
Tomorrow’s Sunrise              05:52

200. So when ye have accomplished your holy rites, celebrate the praises of Allah, as ye used to celebrate the praises of 
your fathers,- yea, with far more Heart and soul. There are men who say: “Our Lord! Give us (Thy bounties) in this world!” 

but they will have no portion in the Hereafter.
201. And there are men who say: “Our Lord! Give us good in this world and good in the Hereafter, and defend us from the 

torment of the Fire!”
202. To these will be allotted what they have earned; and Allah is quick in account.          Surah 2. The Cow  ( 200 - 202 )

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - First Vice-President Eshaq Jahangiri 
says Gilan Province, in northern Iran, can link 
Iran to the Caspian littoral states and Central Asia.

Jahangiri made the remarks in an interview with 
reporters on the sidelines of ceremonies held to 
inaugurate an industrial unit in Anzali Free Zone.

He said Gilan Province has immense potential for 
industrialization, though it is agricultural in nature.

Jahangiri added that it has been an important 
Iranian province both before and after the 
Islamic Revolution of Iran.

Gilan to Bridge Iran 
To Caspian, CA States

10 New Airlines to Be 
Operational in Six Months

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Iran said it authorized the creation of 10 new airlines 
within the next six months in what appears to be part of the country’s 
aggressive campaign to expand its air mobility infrastructure.   

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK

TEHRAN – Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani in a 
meeting with his Pakistani counterpart Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq stressed establishing banking ties between 
the two countries as a way to facilitate the trade.

“Some agreements have been signed but they 
have yet to be implemented,’ added Larijani, 
expressing hope that the obstacles on the way of 
implementation be removed as soon as possible.

In the talks on the sidelines of the Second 
Meeting of Eurasian Parliaments Speakers in 
Seoul on Tuesday, he also declared that some 
measures have been taken to decrease the Customs 
tax, despite the restrictions. The Iranian Parliament 
Speaker also emphasized the importance of 
protecting Pakistan’s borders by the government in 
order to prevent terrorists from infiltrating Iran.

Ayaz Sadiq, for his part, reiterated the importance 
of implementing banking agreements with Iran 
and vowed to pursue the matter through the 
related commission in the Pakistani Parliament.

He also invited his counterpart for a conference with 
China, Turkey, Russia and Afghanistan on Judiciary 
security, energy security and fighting on terrorism.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - About 42 percent of foreign investment 
made in Iran in the wake of the joint comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) went into the industrial 
and mining sectors, according to Afrooz Bahrami, 
director of foreign investment at the Ministry of 
Industry, Mine, and Trade.

About $13 billion foreign investment went into 
165 projects in Iran in the wake of the 2015 
agreement, $5.5 billion of which went into these two 
sectors to cover 83 projects, he said, IRNA news 
agency reported.

Out of these 83 projects, 40 have been completed 
and are operational, he noted, adding that the  

40 projects attracted $1.8 billion investment.
The amount of foreign investment made in Iran 

has increased tenfold thanks to the nuclear deal, 
government spokesman Mohammad Baqer 
Nobakht said back in May.

Before the deal, that is, in 2013, the entire 
foreign investment permit issued in Iran was  
$1.4 billion, whereas in 2016 it reached $12.5, he said.

He said will need $650 trillion rials  
(about $17 billion) foreign investment each year 
to meet the requirements of a master plan called 
the 6th Development Plan that outlines the 
country’s progress in the years 2017 to 2022.

The 6th Development Plan stipulates that Iran’s 
economic growth should sand at 6.8 percent.

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - Iran announced that its exports 
of petrochemicals to China hit a snag over 
banking problems.

Iran has acknowledged that its exports of 
petrochemicals to China have hit a snag since 
May over banking problems with a top official in 
Tehran saying the top-level intervention by the 
governments of the two countries is needed to 
restart the exports.

Marzieh Sahdaei, the managing director of 
Iran’s National Petrochemical Company (NPC), 
said the Chinese banks were refusing to make 
payments to Iranian exporters due to domestic 
regulations against money laundering that came 
into effect from May 1, 2017.

Shahdaei added that the NPC had held meetings 
with the relevant officials inside the government 
of President Hassan Rouhani to remove the 
problem and that China’s ambassador to Tehran 
had even been asked to explain about the problem.

“The problem has reached a stage that the senior 
officials of the Iranian and Chinese governments 
need to negotiate over it,” she was quoted as 
saying by Iran’s IRNA news agency.

Shahdaei added that the relevant Iranian parties 
had even arranged a meeting with China’s 
economy minister to discuss the matter.   

She said certain regulations in China need to be 
amended in order for Iran’s petrochemical exports 

to the country to restart. 
Other officials in Tehran had earlier said 

the Chinese banks were still reluctant to 
interact with their Iranian counterparts 
over concerns that they may fall afoul of 
the remaining U.S. sanctions against the 
Islamic Republic.    

Mehdi Sharifi Nik-Nafs, the managing 
director of the Iranian Petrochemical 
Commercial Company (IPCC), was quoted by 
IRNA as saying that Iran exported almost half 
of its petrochemicals to China, warning that the 
current halt in the exports could hurt the 

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Foreign Minister Mohammad-Javad Zarif and German Finance Minister Wolfgang 
Schäuble discussed expansion of Tehran-Berlin banking cooperation.

The two ministers met on the sidelines of the annual meeting of European Council on 
Foreign Relations (ECFR).

Schäuble, underlining the JCPOA implementation, welcomed banking cooperation between Tehran 
and Berlin.

He said German banks are ready to upgrade cooperation with Iran.
Zarif was in Berlin on Monday morning. He also met President of Germany Frank-Walter Steinmeier 

and Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel later. 

Iran, Germany to Broaden Banking Cooperation

Iran-Pakistan Banking Ties 
Necessary to Facilitate Trade

Athens Calls for  
Expansion of Ties With Tehran

Zimbabwe for Boosting  
Trade With Iran

ATHENS (IRNA) - Vice-Chairman of Greece 
parliament Speaker Anastasios Kurakis here on 
Thursday called for expansion of all-out ties with Iran.

Kurakis made the remarks in a meeting with 
Mohammad Reza Pour-Ebrahimi, who heads Iranian 
Parliament’s Economic Commission, in Athens.

The ways for expansion of economic and trade 
relations were also discussed during the meeting.

Touching upon the two countries’ historic 
relations, Kurakis emphasized the need for 
expansion of relations between the two countries.

He also condemned the recent terrorist attacks in 
Tehran, stressing the need for combating terrorism 
and extremism. Pour-Ebrahimi, who is visiting 
Greece ahead of a parliamentary delegation, for 
his part, urged reinforcement of economic 
relations between the two countries.

HARARE (IRNA) - Vice-President of Zimbabwe 
Phelekezela Mphoko says that his country is 
ready to develop all-out relations, trade and 
economic ties in particular, with Iran, media 
reports said on Thursday.

In a meeting held here with Iran’s Ambassador to 
Harare Ahmad Erfanian, Mphoko stressed the 
importance of promoting friendly mutual cooperation.

Erfanian, for his part, said on Wednesday 
evening that there are good grounds for 
fostering Tehran-Harare ties as the two have 
inked tens of documents on cooperation over 
past three decades.

In the related development, Erfanian met and 
conferred with the Zimbabwean Minister of 
Transport and Infrastructural Development Joram 
Gumbo on ways to develop bilateral cooperation.

In the meeting, Erfanian referred to 
Zimbabwe as Iran’s close friend in Africa and 
Gumbo expressed readiness to cooperate with 
Iran in infrastructural, communications and 
transport fields.

TEHRAN (ISNA) - Iranian minister of 
cooperatives, labor and social welfare Ali 
Rabiee met Croatian minister of environment 
protection and energy Tomislav Coric.

They discussed the ways for developing 
bilateral co-operations.

“Iran- Croatia’s level of cooperation in 16 
industries will be increased. Now a day trade 
is an instrument for peace, friendship and 
developing culture between countries,” 
Rabiee said during a meeting with Croatian 
economy minister and Deputy Prime Minister 
Martina Dalic and minister of labor and 
pension system Marko Pavic.

During the meeting, representatives from 
200 Croatian companies expressed their 
desire to the developing bilateral relations and 
announced that they were ready to establish 
cooperation with Iran in the fields of steel, 
exchanging experiences in employment and to 
increase the volume of investments in 
petrochemical, shipping, shipbuilding, 

electricity and locomotive areas.

Iran, Croatia 
To Expand Ties
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Iran Drills Over 75km of Oil, Gas Wells
IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK

TEHRAN - The National Iranian Drilling Company (NIDC) drilled over 75 kilometers of oil and gas 
wells using its drilling fleet during the first quarter of Iran’s current fiscal year (March 20-June 21), 
Hamid Reza Khoshayand, deputy managing director of NIDC, said.

The company carried out drilling of 42 offshore and onshore oil and gas wells during the period, 
Khoshayand said, NIDC reported June 25.

The wells included 14 delineation wells one exploratory and 27 repairing ones, he added.The National 
Iranian South Oil Fields Company (NISOC) shared 33 of the drilled wells, followed by Iranian 
Petroleum Engineering and Development Company (seven wells), and Iranian Offshore Oil Company 
(two well), he said.The NIDC owns 74 light, heavy and ultra-heavy onshore and offshore drilling rigs 
with over 17,000 employees.The company carried out drilling of 193 offshore and onshore oil and gas 
wells (293 kilometers) during the last Iranian fiscal year (ended March 20, 2017).
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BERLIN (Reuters) - The German parliament on Friday approved a plan to 
fine social networks up to 50 million euros (£44 million) if they fail to remove 
hateful postings quickly, despite concerns the law could limit free expression.

Germany has some of the world’s toughest laws covering 
defamation, public incitement to commit crimes and threats of 
violence, with prison sentences for Holocaust denial or inciting 
hatred against minorities. But few online cases are prosecuted.

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Computers at Russian state gas giant Gazprom 
were infected as part of a global cyber attack on Tuesday, a government 
official and a person investigating the incident told Reuters.

The computer virus, which researchers are calling GoldenEye or Petya, 
has wreaked havoc on firms around the world as it spread to more than 60 
countries.The sources gave no further details on the number of computers 
infected, which Gazprom systems were hit or the extent of the damage.

German Parliament  
Votes to Fine Social Media 

Gazprom Hit by  
Global Cyber Attack

NEW DELHI (Dispatches) 
- Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 
Thursday warned cow 
vigilantes against indulging 
in violence in the name of 
cow protection.

Reacting strongly after there has been a massive 
outrage against increasing cases of mob lynching 
over beef rumors, Modi said: “Killing people in the 
name of gau bhakti (cow protection) is unacceptable.” 

“India is a land of non-violence, a land of Mahatma 
Gandhi (India’s founding father). Why do we forget 
that,” he said while speaking at a ceremony in 
Ahmedabad city of Gujarat -- his home state.

Hindus in India consider cow as a sacred animal 
and slaughtering is banned in many states.

The Indian premier’s statement came after many 
cases of mob lynching over beef rumors in the 
country were reported in the last few months.

Modi, who comes from Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), has often been 
accused of not speaking against the incidents 
involving Muslims. Meanwhile, Haryana state 
police have arrested four persons in connection 
with lynching of a Muslim teenager last week.

TEHRAN (UNIC) -The Government of Germany 
has announced that it will double its funding to 
UNAIDS in 2017-2018, to €5 million per year. 
Germany made the announcement at the 40th 
Meeting of the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating 
Board, being held in Geneva, Switzerland.

“With Germany, we have a common goal of ending 
AIDS and a shared commitment to strengthen health 
systems and improve the health and well-being of 
people across the world,” said Michel Sidibé, 
Executive Director of UNAIDS. “We warmly 
welcome Germany’s support and its recognition of the 
important role that UNAIDS plays in ending AIDS 
and in broader global health and development efforts.”

“UNAIDS is an important partner for Germany’s 
health and development agenda, particularly in 
Africa. Increased investment in UNAIDS and the 
AIDS response will have a multiplier effect on the 
wider Sustainable Development Goal agenda,” 
highlighted Gerd Müller, Federal Minister of 
Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany.

Germany has prioritized health on the global 
development agenda and under its current Presidency 
of the Group of Twenty (G20) held the first ever 
G20 health ministers meeting in May 2017.

“Ending AIDS is a historic goal and I firmly believe 
we can reach it. We have to increase our joint efforts 
and UNAIDS is central to that work,” said Hermann 
Gröhe, Federal Minister of Health, Germany.

WASHINGTON (Dispatches) - President Donald Trump will met Russian President Vladimir 
Putin at a G20 summit in Germany next week, the White House confirmed Thursday.

The first face-to-face meeting between the two men as presidents in Hamburg was confirmed 
by National security adviser H.R. McMaster in an off-camera briefing at the White House.

McMaster and economic adviser Gary Cohn said the agenda for the meeting or anyone else had not yet 
been finalized, in response to a question about whether Russian intervention on the 2016 U.S. presidential 
election would be discussed.U.S. intelligence agencies have said publicly Russia is responsible for interfering 
in last year’s presidential election, putting them at odds with Trump who has dismissed the accusations.

The U.S. relationship with Russia is similar to other nations in terms of relaying concerns and 
finding areas of common ground, according to McMaster, who said Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
would lead the talks and has already been “engaged in a broad, wide-range discussion” about strains 
on the ties between Moscow and Washington and ways to work on items of shared interests.

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States 
imposed sanctions on two Chinese citizens and a 
shipping company on Thursday for helping North 
Korea’s nuclear and missile programs and accused 
a Chinese bank of laundering money for Pyongyang.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin said 

the actions were designed to cut off funds that 
North Korea uses to build its weapons programs 
in defiance of U.N. Security Council and 
unilateral sanctions.

“We will follow the money and cut off the 
money,” he told a news conference.

A Treasury statement identified the bank as the 
Bank of Dandong and the firm as Dalian Global 
Unity Shipping Co Ltd. It identified the two 
individuals as Sun Wei and Li Hong Ri.

The sanctions imposed on the two Chinese 
citizens and the shipping company blacklists them 

from doing business with U.S.-tied 
companies and people. Bank of Dandong 
did not respond immediately to a request 
for comment. A staff member at Dalian 
Global Unity would not comment on the 
sanctions and subsequent calls to the firm’s 
office in Dalian went unanswered.

Mnuchin said U.S. officials were 
continuing to look at other companies that 
may be helping North Korea and may roll 
out additional sanctions. U.S. foreign 
policy experts say Chinese companies have 
long had a key role in financing Pyongyang. 
However, Mnuchin said the action was not 
being taken to send China a message. 

U.S. Targets Chinese Bank, Company, Two Individuals  Over North Korea

BEIJING (Reuters) - China urged the United 
States to revoke immediately its “wrong decision” 
to sell Taiwan $1.42 billion (1.09 billion pounds) 
worth of arms, saying it contradicted a “consensus” 
President Xi Jinping reached with his counterpart, 
Donald Trump, in talks in April in Florida.

The sale would send a very wrong message to 
“Taiwan independence” forces, China’s embassy 
in Washington said in a statement after a U.S. 
State Department spokeswoman said on Thursday 
the administration had told Congress of seven 
proposed sales to Taiwan, the first under the 
Trump administration.

“The Chinese government and Chinese people 
have every right to be outraged,” the embassy said.

China regards self-ruled Taiwan as a renegade 
province and has never renounced the use of force 
to bring it back under its control. China’s 
Nationalists fled to the island after losing a civil 
war with China’s Communists in 1949.

The United States is the sole arms supplier to Taiwan.
“The wrong move of the U.S. side runs counter 

to the consensus reached by the two presidents in 
and the positive development momentum of the 
China-U.S. relationship,” the embassy said.

Trump was critical of China during his successful 
2016 presidential campaign but his meeting at his 
Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida with Xi raised hopes 
for warmer relations.Trump later played up his 
personal relationship with Xi, calling him a “good 
man”, and stressed the need for China’s help in 

reining in a defiant North Korea’s development of 
nuclear weapons and missiles.

China’s anger over the U.S. plan to supply 
Taiwan with weapons risks undermining Trump’s 
attempts to press China to help on North Korea.

The proposed U.S. package for Taiwan includes 
technical support for early warning radar, high 
speed anti-radiation missiles, torpedoes and 
missile components.

Beijing’s relationship with Taiwan has been frosty 
since President Tsai Ing-wen took power in Taipei 

last year. Tsai leads an independence-leaning party 
that refuses to recognise Beijing’s “one China” 
policy. Tsai’s office said on Friday the sale increased 
Taiwan’s confidence and ability to maintain peace 
and stability across the Taiwan Strait.

Asked about the sale at an event on Thursday 
evening in Washington, China’s Ambassador Cui 
Tiankai said the United States was “incorrigible” 
when it came to Taiwan, the official Chinese 
Communist Party People’s Daily newspaper 
reported on its website.

Indian PM Decries 
Mob Lynching

Germany to Double 
Contributions to UNAIDS

Trump to Meet Putin at G20 Summit

China Angry at Planned 
U.S. Arms Sales to Taiwan

 Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���W�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���R�Q�H���V�W�D�J�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�H�Q�G�H�U�����F�R�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�����X�S�R�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�H�U�P�V���D�Q�G��
conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
�7�K�H���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q�����D�U�W�L�F�O�H�������-�������L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Z���R�I���W�H�Q�G�H�U�V���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���F�D�U�U�L�H�G���R�X�W���E�D�V�H���R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�H�H�W�V��
qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number 2174652205004 of NIDC in 
�%�D�Q�N���0�H�O�L���,�U�D�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���G�H�S�R�V�L�W���U�H�F�H�L�S�W��
Reciving of documents:
�7�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���R�E�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���W�H�Q���G�D�\�V���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���G�D�W�H���R�I��
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���3�U�R�F�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���'�H�S�W�������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
�&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W���V�T�X�D�U�H�����$�K�Z�D�]�����,�5�$�1��
Notice: ���2�Q�O�\���W�K�H���U�H�D�O���R�U���O�H�J�D�O���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�R���D�S�S�O�\���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���D�Q�G���U�H�F�L�H�Y�H���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�X�F�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���S�U�R�F�X�U�P�H�Q�W���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W��
�L�Q���G�X�H���G�D�W�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U���I�U�R�P���W�H�Q�G�H�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H����
C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluati ng:
�7�H�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V�� �V�K�D�O�O�� �V�X�E�P�L�W�� �V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�X�R�V�O�\�� �H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H�V�� �R�I�� �E�L�G�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �E�D�Q�N�� �J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���$������ �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �R�I�I�H�U���&���� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�P�S�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
�V�L�J�Q�H�G���R�I���W�H�Q�G�H�U���G�X�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���%�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�H�H�W�V���L�Q���I�R�U�P���R�I���V�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H���L�Q���&�'���D�Q�G���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���������G�D�\�V���I�U�R�P��
�O�D�V�W���G�D�\���R�I���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���U�H�F�L�Y�H�G���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�����+�D�O�O���1�R����������������th�À�R�R�U�����7�H�Q�G�H�U���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�U�D�Q�L�D�Q���'�U�L�O�O�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W���V�T�X�D�U�H�����$�K�Z�D�]�����,�5�$�1����
Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee : 
A)�%�D�Q�N���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���R�U���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�V���L�V�V�X�H�G���E�\���Q�R�Q���E�D�Q�N���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�H�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���%�D�Q�N���R�I���W�K�H���,�V�O�D�P�L�F��
Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
�7�K�L�V���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���Y�D�O�L�G���I�R�U���������G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�G�D�E�O�H���P�D�[�L�P�X�P���)�R�U���R�Q�H���W�L�P�H���L�Q���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���F�U�H�G�L�W���D�P�R�X�Q�W��
���0�R�U�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���	���R�W�K�H�U���W�H�Q�G�H�U�V���L�V���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���F�O�L�F�N���R�Q����WWW.NIDC.IR 

Foreign Procurement Dept
National Iranian Drilling Company

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT PERMIT NO : 1396.1440

Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender
(First Publish/Seconed Publish)One-Stage(compressed) 

No TENDER NO. / INDENT NO 
�7�H�Q�G�H�U�V���3�R�U�W�D�O��

Reg. No. 
Subject of Tender 

ESTIMATED VALUE 
(Rial) 

TENDER GUARANTEE 

RialEuro 

1�7�H�Q�G�H�U�1�R�������)�3����������������������
�,�Q�G�H�Q�W���1�R������������������������������

 
1489756

�3�$�5�7���)�2�5���³�&�$�0�(�5�2�1�´��
GATE VALVE 

2,495,000,000124,750,000����������
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TAJ MAHAL HOTEL

PROUDLY INTRODUCES THE FIRST CLASS 
LUXURIOUS HOTEL APARTMENT LOCATED 

IN THE HEART OF THE CITY OF TEHRAN. THE 
NEWLY CONSTRUCTED SECTION HAS AN 
ENORMOUS SEGMENTS OF ROOMS WITH ALL 
THE AMENITIES, EXPERIENCE THE TAJ MAHAL 
ADVANTAGE & HOSPITALITY 24/7

ENJOY THE ORIGINAL TASTE OF INDIA!!
THE PROFESSIONAL CHEF PREPARES THE 

AMAZING VARIETIES OF KEBABS, TANDOORI 
NANS, BIRYANI, VEG OR NON-VEG CURRIES 
AND THE FAMOUS INDIAN DESSERTS.

ENJOY THE AUTHENTIC NORTH IRANIAN UNIQUE 
GILACI CULINARY, COME ALONG WITH FAMILY & 

FRIEND’S TO EXPERINCE THE AMAZING WIDE RANGE 
OF HOME MADE COUNTRY STYLE RECIPES SERVED 
WITH MOUNTAIN HERBS’ AND A PERFECT OUT DOOR 
PLEASANT AMBIENCE TO CHEER UP YOUR MOOD.

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN 
RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL’ SPECTACULAR 
EXTENSION MAHI-MAHI  
GILACI RESTAURANT

Address: Plot No.29,South Sheykh Bahayi Street,Molasadra Blvd,Vanak sq,Tehran – Iran

Email:info@tajmahalhotel.ir Tel:+98(21)88035444 Fax:+98(21)88057399 Mob:+98(912)8803544



Official Warns of Anti-U.S. Complaint at the Hague

Iran July Crude Exports Set to Fall

Cleric Hails IRGC for Timely Response to ISIL Terrorists
TEHRAN (FNA) - Tehran’s provisional Friday Prayers 
Leader Ayatollah Mohammad Emami Kashani lauded 
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) for 
inflicting heavy losses on ISIL in Deir Ezzur, Syria, in 
retaliation for the terrorist group’s attacks on Tehran 
in early June.

UN...
FROM PAGE 1

Washington...
FROM PAGE 1

Families...
FROM PAGE 1

TEHRAN (IRNA) -  Deputy Head of the Cultural Heritage and Handicrafts Organization 
Mohammad-Hassan Talebi said Iran will lodge a complaint at the Hague if the U.S. court rules 
against the Islamic Republic.

Talebi made the remarks in pursuit of the US indictment to put Iranian Achaemenid plates on sale.
He said, “In case of issuance of a verdict against Iran, we will lodge our complaint  

at the Hague.”
Talebi went on to say, “Issuance of a final verdict in our country’s favor at the last court (hearing) is 

serious, but if a verdict issued against Iran, we will continue with our efforts until when historical 
objects of our country are restored.’

TOKYO (Reuters) - Iran’s crude oil exports in July 
are set to fall 7 percent from this month’s three-
month high, mainly due to a decline in exports to 
Europe, a person with knowledge of the Middle 
Eastern country’s tanker loading schedule said.

The OPEC member has been raising oil production 
to recoup market share lost under Western sanctions 
to regional rivals such as Saudi Arabia. Its exports 
last year also showed a similar decline in July 
before recovering sharply from August.

Overall oil output was hovering at more than 3.9 
million barrels per day (bpd) and is expected to 
reach 4 million bpd by March 2018, Oil Minister 
Bijan Zanganeh said this month.

Crude oil loadings from Iranian ports, excluding 
condensate from gas fields, will total 1.93 million 
bpd next month, with 2 million barrels of them being 
put into storage on tankers, according to the source.

Loading figures for condensate, an ultra-light 
crude, were not available for June and July.

Total crude exports for July will be 1.86 million 
bpd, up 2 percent on a year ago, with 1.28 million 
bpd destined for Asia and 580,000 bpd to Europe. 
That compared with 1.30 million bpd shipped to 

Asia and 700,000 bpd to Europe this month.
The biggest buyer China is set to load 658,000 

bpd in July, the highest amount since last 
September and up 3 percent from June.

India remained the second-biggest buyer and is 
to load 395,000 bpd next month, down 15 percent 
on June, the source said.

India has been curbing Iranian oil imports in a 
possible retaliation for Tehran not awarding a gas 
field development to Indian companies. India’s 
Iranian oil imports in May fell to their lowest 
since June 2016.

Japan is scheduled to lift 134,000 bpd in July, up 
34 percent from June and the highest since 
January. Loadings of crude for South Korea next 
month are to hit a four-month high of 97,000 bpd, 
up from 90,000 bpd this month.

In Europe, main buyer Turkey is lifting 194,000 
bpd next month, down 27 percent from June. Italy 
is loading nearly 100,000 bpd, down from 
133,000 bpd this month.

Greece and Spain are each lifting nearly 65,000 
bpd next month, little changed from June, the 
source added.
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SEOUL (CNN) - The speaker of Iran’s Parliament has expressed disbelief at 
the Trump administration’s travel ban for citizens from six countries, 
including Iran, saying his country has led the fight against terrorism in the 
Middle East.

The new U.S. policy will ban all arrivals from Iran, Syria, Libya, Sudan, 
Yemen and Somalia for 90 days, if the new arrivals have no relationship 
with a person or entity in the United States.

Ali Larijani is one of the first Iranian officials to speak about the “watered-
down” version of U.S. President Donald Trump’s travel ban, which is 
scheduled to take effect at 8 p.m. ET on Thursday after a ruling by the US 
Supreme Court.

“At the time when Iraq was being overrun by Daesh, by ISIS, did the 
United States make the slightest move in defense of it? Or was it the Iranian 
nation that rendered aid to the Iraqi nation and Iraq government?” Larijani 
told CNN in an exclusive interview.

“Had we not assisted them, Baghdad would have been occupied by ISIS. 
It is with the help of Iran that Daesh, ISIS, is on its last breath in Iraq  
(and Syria),” Larijani said.

Larijani said “numerous Iranians” live in the United States, and called on 
the American administration to provide proof that any of them has been 
involved in terrorism.

“I have spoken about this before, so many Iranians live in the United 
States, study in the United States, engage in business in the United States, 

which one of them have engaged in terrorism?” he asked.
The Parliamentary speaker argued the ban was unlikely to work, 

because terrorists “seldom to never” enter a country under their own 
names or nationalities.

“President Trump and American officials are aware of this. The terrorists 
must be defeated at the source. Where are their sources? Where are they? 
They are in Afghanistan, in Syria, in Iraq,” he said.

In addition to Trump’s travel ban, Larijani also criticized the ongoing 
boycott of Qatar by Saudi Arabia and its allies until a series of demands, 
including cutting ties with Iran, are met.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt sparked a rift 
with Qatar on June 5, accusing the country of supporting terrorism and 
destabilizing the region.

Among the conditions of the embargo were that Qatar must: shut down the 
Al Jazeera news network, halt the development of a Turkish military base in 
the country, and cut ties to extremist organizations.

The United States has called for a resolution to the crisis.
Larijani questioned whether Saudi Arabia had the right to “dictate” 

conditions to another independent nation.
“Is it logical, is it mature for one country to dictate to another and say you 

must do as I say? Well you must cease relations, for example, with Iran?” 
he said. “I do not believe that ... the Saudis carry this sort of weight to say 
these sorts of things.”

U.S. “Travel” 
Ban Shameful
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TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif condemned a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision to partially reinstate President Donald 
Trump’s temporary ban on travelers from six 
predominantly Muslim countries.

“It’s regrettable that the citizens of the 
countries on the list have never participated in 
any act of terrorism against the U.S. and yet 
they are being punished for acts of terrorism by 
citizens of other countries which are not on the 
list,” Zarif said in Berlin.

The travel ban “doesn’t help, it doesn’t increase 
anybody’s security,” Zarif said.

The United States accuses Iran of supporting 
terrorism. Tehran backs militant groups such 
as Hamas in the Gaza Strip and Lebanon’s 
Shi’ite Hizballah militia, which have been 
designated as terrorist organizations by the 
U.S. State Department.

In what Trump declared a “clear victory for our 
national security,” the Supreme Court on June 26 
lifted lower-court decisions blocking the president’s 
120-day suspension of the U.S. refugee program 
and a 90-day ban on visitors from Iran, Libya, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen.

But it said the ban would not apply to visitors 
who have a “credible claim of a bona fide 
relationship with a person or entity in the United 
States.” The ban on refugees is also being allowed 
to take effect on a similar, limited basis.

The State Department says it will start enforcing 
the travel ban on the morning of June 29.



LONDON (Dispatches) - BJohanna Konta 
recovered from a horrendous fall on match 

point to knock Angelique Kerber out of the Aegon 
International, but the German will nevertheless 
enter Wimbledon as the world number one.

Simona Halep’s last-eight defeat to Caroline 
Wozniacki ensured Kerber would remain at the 
summit of the rankings regardless of her result 
against Konta, on a day when all eight quarter-
finalists at Eastbourne were forced to play 
twice following rain earlier in the week.

When Great Britain’s Konta dramatically lost 
her footing on her third match point and 
banged her head in a nasty landing that initially 
brought her to tears, it appeared likely the 
home favourite would be forced to retire.

However, after receiving treatment, Konta 
was able to continue and won the next two 
points to complete a 6-3 6-4 triumph.

The world number seven, who had earlier got 
the better of French Open winner Jelena 
Ostapenko in three sets, said in an on-court 
interview: “I slipped and I hit my head, so I’ve 
got a bit of a sore head right now, but we’ll see.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) - Venus Williams 
has expressed her condolences to the family 

of a 78-year-old man who died two weeks after 
the pair were involved in a traffic accident.

Jerome Barson was a passenger in a car that 
was being driven by his wife, Linda, and 
collided with the vehicle of Williams in Palm 
Beach Gardens, Florida, on June 9. He was 
hospitalised and subsequently died from 
injuries sustained in the crash.

TMZ cite a police report as attributing blame 
for the collision to Williams, due to the seven-
time grand slam champion “violating the right 
of way [of the other driver].”

A statement to CNN from Williams’ attorney, 
Malcolm Cunningham, described the incident as 
“an unfortunate accident” and highlighted the 
fact the 37-year-old had not been issued with any 
traffic violations. The statement from Williams’ 
attorney read: “Ms. Williams entered the 
intersection on a green light. The police report 
estimates that Ms. Williams was traveling at  
5 mph when Mrs. Barson crashed into her.

BERLIN (Dispatches) 
- Bayern Munich 

president Uli Hoeness has 
appeared to confirm 
reports Bayern Munich 
have dropped their 
interest in Arsenal star 
Alexis Sanchez by saying 
the club would be wrong 
to sign experienced 
players for €100million.

Sanchez only has one 
year left on his contract 
at the Emirates Stadium 
and has been heavily 
linked with the German 
champions, along with Manchester City.

But after claims Bayern had ended their 
pursuit over concerns about the transfer fee 
and wages involved, Hoeness seemed to back 
that stance by suggesting his side’s focus was 
on signing and developing younger talent.

“We are all talking about a reconstruction and 
about planning Bayern Munich’s future,” 
Hoeness said to Kicker.

NEW YORK (Dispatches) 
- Oklahoma City 

Thunder guard Russell 
Westbrook capped a 
record-breaking season 
by being crowned the 
NBA’s MVP.

Westbrook made 
history during the 2016-
17 regular season as he 
broke Oscar Robertson’s 
triple-double record 
with 42 and now he has 
the hardware to reward 
his accomplishments 
following Monday’s 
NBA Awards show in New York City.

The six-time All-Star, who averaged a  
triple-double this past season, also led the NBA 
in total points scored, while averaging 31.6 
points, 10.7 rebounds and 10.4 assists.

“I want to give a special thanks to all the fans 
of Oklahoma City. You guys have been riding 
with me from day one,” Westbrook said during 
his acceptance speech. “Good games, bad 
games. Lifting me up. I’m so thankful to the 
fans there. Thank you guys.

LONDON (Dispatches) - Anthony Martial has taken to social media to 
deny reports he wants to leave Manchester United.

The 21-year-old forward joined the club two years ago for £36 
million, but has been linked with a move to Arsenal should United sign 
Alvaro Morata and Ivan Perisic.

However, Mart ial 
posted on Twitter: “The 
rumours are false.”

Martial scored 17 
goals during his debut 
campaign in England 
under Louis van Gaal, 
but the signing of 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic last 
season saw his playing 
time drop significantly.

While the Frenchman 
still made 42 appearances 
last season, scoring eight 
goals, he only started 18 
Premier League matches 
with Jose Mourinho at 
the helm.

LONDON (Dispatches) - A new World Cup of Tennis is set to be introduced 
from 2018 after the ITF announced Geneva as the preferred venue for the 

season-ending event that will combine the finals of the Davis Cup and Fed Cup.
The ITF on Wednesday announced the “historic reforms”, which require approval at 

the organisation’s AGM in August, with the event scheduled to begin next November, 
to be staged over three years. ITF president David Haggerty said: “The creation of the 
World Cup of Tennis finals is at the heart of a series of reforms that represent the most 
significant changes in the history of Davis Cup and Fed Cup by BNP Paribas.

“Change is needed to ensure that we maximise the full potential of these iconic and 
historic competitions. We’ve consulted widely and listened carefully, and believe we 
will deliver an exceptional new event for fans, players and nations.” The governing 
body suggested that 
having a pre-determined 
host venue – with Geneva 
having been chosen 
ahead of five other 
contenders – would 
provide “a fitting global 
platform”, aligning it 
with landmark events 
including the UEFA 
Champions League and 
NFL’s Super Bowl.
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Bayern Munich Start 
Against Leverkusen

BERLIN (Dispatches) - Bundesliga champions Bayern 
Munich will start the defence of their title with a 

home match against Bayer Leverkusen on August 18.
The first round of fixtures also sees Peter Bosz’s 

Borussia Dortmund travel to Wolfsburg, who avoided 
relegation in last season’s play-offs.

RB Leipzig, runners-up last time out, have a tricky 
opener away against Schalke, while Hoffenheim are at 
home to Werder Bremen.

Murray Pulls Out of 
Hurlingham Exhibition

LONDON (Dispatches) - Andy Murray has pulled 
out of another exhibition at the Hurlingham Club, 

the world number one missing out on his last chance for 
match practice ahead of his Wimbledon defence.

Murray, who fell at the first hurdle at Queen’s Club at 
the hands of lucky loser Jordan Thompson, withdrew 
from an exhibition with Lucas Pouille on Tuesday with 
a sore hip.

SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2017

MOSCOW (Dispatches) - Germany eased 
into the Confederations Cup final following 

a comfortable 4-1 victory over Mexico in Sochi.
Joachim Low’s youthful side overpowered 

Mexico as Leon Goretzka’s early brace and 
second-half strikes from Timo Werner and Amin 
Younes sealed a place in Sunday’s final with Chile 
in St Petersburg. Marco Fabian scored a fantastic 
late consolation goal for Mexico to briefly make it 
3-1, but the world champions were too good.

Germany started the match on the front foot 
and needed only six minutes to take the lead 
after they counter-attacked to devastating effect.

A loose header from Hector Moreno was 
picked up by Goretzka, who instantly found the 
over-lapping full-back Benjamin Henrichs on 
the right wing. He returned the ball to the 
on-rushing Schalke midfielder to sweep into the 
bottom corner from 20 yards.

Germany did not waste any time in doubling their 
advantage, with the 22-year-old striking again two 
minutes later when he latched on to a Werner 
through-ball before sliding a composed finish past 
Guillermo Ochoa and into the far corner.

Werner should have done better when he was 
one-on-one with the Malaga keeper, while 
former Tottenham forward Giovani dos Santos 
went close on two occasions at the other end as 
Mexico eventually threatened.

Javier Hernandez somehow scooped the ball 
over from six yards as they maintained their 
pressure on the German defence.

Goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen then had to 
tip Hector Herrera’s free-kick over the bar to 
keep Mexico at bay before the break.

After the restart Raul Jimenez fired straight at 
Ter Stegen following a quick counter-attack, 
with Werner dragging his effort wide from a 
tight angle at the other end.

Germany captain Julian Draxler worked Ochoa 
with a free-kick before Germany moved further 
ahead in the 59th minute.

A flowing move from right to left resulted in 
Goretzka laying off the ball to Draxler, who 
threaded a pass to Jonas Hector and his cutback 
to Werner left the Leipzig man with a tap in for 
his third goal of the tournament.

Ter Stegen produced a great save to deny former 
Watford midfielder Miguel Layun before Jimenez 
went one closer by hitting the bar with a looping 
header, with Barcelona keeper stranded.

Ter Stegen was finally beaten when Fabian 
fired in a wonder strike from 30 yards to reduce 
the deficit with one minute remaining, but 
Younes popped up with Germany’s fourth goal 
with a neat finish in added time.

Meanwhile Loew hailed Germany’s “brilliant” 
4-1 win over Mexico in the Confederations Cup 
semi-final and said his youthful squad are ambitious 
enough to beat Chile in the final. Loew opted not 
to bring his World Cup winning stars to the Confed 
Cup, but Germany’s young guns booked their 
place in Sunday’s final in St Petersburg after a 
devastating opening spell in Sochi.

Germany Outplay Mexico to Ease  
Into Confederations Cup Final
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