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Billion in First Quarter of 2017
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TEHRAN — Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution said participation at upcoming
presidential elections ensures national
security, adding it was the presence of
the people and not the officials’ measures
that has kept the shadow of war away from
the country.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayvatollah
Seyved Ali Khamenei received on Sunday a
number of workers from all across the
couniry on the eve of International Workers®
Day on May 1.

“The fact that shameless and bullying
enemies avoid delivering any hard
measures against the Islamic Republic is
due to the presence of the people. They are
scared of the people, in the true sense of
the word,” Leader stressed, adding “these
are not analyses, but concrete facts with
provable documentations. When the
nation takes to the scene, the enemy
seeking to engage in conflict with the
establishment will be forced to retreat and
avoid confrontation.™

“When distance forms between the nation and
the establishment, when the people do not
participate on the scene, the enemies will then
do as they please.” be added. See Page 7
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Zarif Urges Action against Foreign
Interference in Persian Gulf

TEHRAN (Tasnim) — Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zanf called on
Persian Gulf countries to cooperate fo
counter common threats and damaging
interference by outsiders, saying the Persian
Gulf could turn info the ‘sea of friendship” in
spite of existing differences

In an arfticle on the occasion of the
National Day of Persian Gulf in Iran,
Zarif reaffirmed Tehran's policy of
insistence that regional countries are
capable of running the Persian Gulf
affairs by themselves.

“The regional countries are able to fulfill
their interests in cooperation with each other,
and protect themselves in the face of threats ™
he underlined.

Zarif then highlighted the need for concerted
action by neighbors in the delicate Persian Gulf
region fo develop mechanisms for dialogue
in order to seize opportunities, combat
commeon threats, counter foreign interference,
ensure regional security. and guarantes
freedom of shipping. See Page 7

Commander Underlines Failure
OfU.S. Plots Against Iran

TEHRAN (FNA) - Commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps Major General
Mohammad Ali Jafan stressed that plots hatched
by Washington and its allies against Iran and the
Islamic Fevolution have all fallen flat.

“Today, with God’s help, the enemies, headed
by the US, Israel and the hated and anti-Tslam
Saudi Arabia_ have all failed in their plots against
the Islamic Revolution.™ General Jafari said.

He added that failures of these countries in
Syria, Iraq and Yemen have all resulted from the
spread of the Iranian nation’s spirit of resistance
o other counfries.

In relevant remarks last vear, General Jafari
underlined that the TRGC will stand strong to
never allow the US fo penetrate into Iran.

“Rest assured that the root of the evil tree
which wants the US policies to penetrate the
couniry will be cut and the Islamic Revolution
will go through the third stage of 1ts development
through the supports and guidelines of the
Commander-in-Chief of Iran’s Armed Forces
(Ayatollah Seyed Al Khamenei)” General
Jafari said.

DUBAT (Dispatches) -
surpassing its. 100-hotel target, set in 2009.

e
Rotana Set to Open Hotel in Iran in Less Than a Year

Rotana the Abu Dhabi-based hotel management company, 1s on the verge of

The hotel management company — which calls the Middle East and North Africa its “home furf” —
will have 104 operating hotels by 2020, with 55 currently operational and 49 under development.

When the new properties are complete, they will add 12 054 rooms to Eotana’s inventory, taking the
total number to 27,087,

But for CEQ and president Omer Kaddouri it is far from the end. It is a new beginning with a whole
new set of goals.

“Years ago, we idenfified a target to open 100 hotels by 2020. We will open 17 hotels between now
and the end of 2018, valued at $1bn, which will take the number of existing hotels to 72. And with
another 32 hotels opening over the next fwo years, we will not only achieve our target, but surpass it.”

The British-Iragi national, a hotel management praduate from Les Roches International School of
Hotel Management in Switzerland, hopes to operate 150 to 160 hotels by 2025,

“We should have another 50 or 60 hotels in the pipeline [post 2020] and so we should be running at
150 to 160 hotels by 2025 We are not worried about the future ™

Cugrently, Rotana manages hotels in 21 cities across 13 countries in the Middle East, Africa, South
Asia and Eastern Europe. The UAE-born hotel operator is now so well known in the region it attracted
large crowds at its stand at Arabian Travel Market in Dubai last week.

Despite the existing geopolifical and economic issues in the region. Kaddouri remains focussed on
the Middle East, with Irag and Iran on his radar. See Page 7

Mosul to Be Totally Freed
From Daesh Grip in May

BAGHDAD (Dispatches) - A high-ranking Iraqi
military commander has expressed hope that
government forces, backed by volunteer fighters
from Popular Mobilization Units, will drive the
Daesh Takfin terrorists out of their last urban
stronghold in the country in less than a month
despite the stiff resistance that the extremists are
putting up in the densely-populated Old City
district of western Mosul.

The official al-Sabaah (The Moming) daily
newspaper, quoting Army Chief of Staff
Lieuntenant General Othman al-Ghanimi,
reported on Sunday that the batile should be
completed “in a maximum of three weeks.™

The report came on the same day that the
commander of Nineveh Liberation Operation,
Lientenant General Abdul Amir Yarallah, said
fighters from Popular Mobilization Units,
commonly known by their Arabic name,
Hashd al-Sha’abi, had reclaimed contrel of the
villages of Tomit, Beont al- Mosheirfeh and
Umm al-Shatan west of Tel Abtah. and raised
the national Tragi flags over several buildings
in the liberated areas.

Yarallah added that pro-government Iraqgi
forces had inflicted heavy losses on Daesh ranks
and their military hardware during the operations.

Separately, two Iragi soldiers were killed and
eight others injured when Daesh militants
launched an ambush attack against an army
outpost in the troubled western province of Anbar.

He said five of the assailants were shot dead,
adding that fierce exchanges of gunfire broke
out between both sides after the ambush.

The United Nations says nearly half a million
civilians have fled fighting since the offensive to
retake Mosul from the Daesh terrorists started on
October 17, 2016.

The UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said on April 17 that 493 000
people had been displaced from the city, located
some 400 kilometers north of the capital Baghdad.

As many as 500,000 civilians are still trapped in
Daesh-controlled neighborhoods of western Mosul

Iragi army soldiers and Hashd al-Sha’abi
fighters have made sweeping gains against the
Takfiri elements since launching the operation to
retake Mosul..

The Iragi forces took control of eastem Mosul
in Januwary after 100 days of fighting. and
launched the battle in the west on Febmary 19.

Renzi Poised for
Return to Politics

ROME (Dispatches)- A primary leadership
election on Sunday is most likely to re-elect
Renzi as the PD leader and send him once
more to the forefront of the mnational
political scene.

In the primaries. Renzi is competing against
two nwvals, namely Jostice Mimister Andrea
Orlando, and politician Michele Emiliano.

An internal vote conducted by the party
earlier this month indicated that Renzi
would win with a majority of 66.7 percent,
with 253 percent for Orlando and eight
percent for Emiliano.

An Ipsos poll published Friday by the Corriere
della Sera newspaper predicted a 75-percent
landslide for Renzi, with Orlando picking up
182 percent of the wotes and Emiliano 6.8
percent. ;

Renzi, 42 had resigned as prime minister in
December last year after his proposed
constitufional reforms failed to get the nation’s
approval in a referendum
In Ius earlier effort as premier and party leader,
Renzi wanted to streamline Ttaly’s parliamentary
system to grant more powers fo the government.

That notion met with opposition from the left-
wing members of his center-left party and
subsequently lost in the referendum.

This prompted Renzi — who until his defeat in
the constitutional referendum was regarded as
the shining star of Italian politics — to resign as
party leader. See Page 7
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TEHEAN (IRNA) - Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qasemi on

Iran Offers CondolencesonCubanPlane Crash

Peonle Unnanny With Socia
And Economic Gonditions
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TEHRAN — A principlist presidential hopeful says people
are unhappy with current economic and social conditions

and it is intolerable.

Addressing his fans in an election campaign gathering, Hojjatoleslam
Ebrahim Raisi said that serving people is a great honor for anyone and he has

come to serve in case he 15 elected as president.

He went on to say that he will pursue the late Imam’s path and the

Constitutions and people want a government to serve them like an

Islamic government.

Raisi pointed to Iran’s achievements in nanotechnology and aerospace
sectors which are great honor for the country but the condition is now in a
way that nobody can tolerate it and people are unhappy with current social

and economic conditions.

He pointed to the unemployment among the young generation, adding that
the unemployment rate among the youths is 29 percent.
He also said it 1s wrong to look at foreigners to help the country and nation

IRGC Belongs
To Whole Nation

Tehran, Delhi Highlight
Need for Media Relations

TEHRAN (IRNA) - Deputy Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance for the Press Affairs in a
meeting with an Indian media delegation stressed
on promoting media ties.

During the Sunday meeting, both sides
emphasized boosting scientific exchanges and
taking advantage of Indian media to better
mntroduce Iran in the region and the world.

Hossein Entezami pointed to relations between
Iran and India during sanctions and post-sanction
eras, saying that Iranians will not forget India’s
companionship in the sanction era.

He also underscored signing media MoUs,
signing sisterhood agreements between Iranian and
Indian media and mcreasing joint media products.

Hailing the enhancement of cultural ties in
media and tourism fields, taking advantage of
media experiences in the region and the world
and establishing media bureaus were among other
topics raised by Indian delegation.

Sunday conveyed condolences to the Cuban government and people
on plane crash incident in Cuba, which killed all people on board.
He expressed sympathy with the bereaved families. A Cuban plane

crashed in a hillside area of this counfry on Saturday morning and all
its passengers and crew were killed.

should rely on themselves. He also criticized officials for not fulfilling the

promises which led to the current condition
Raisi said that subsidy payment to the deprived people should be tripled for
restoring social justice in the country.

He reiterated that the current government’s rival in the presidential election

among people equally.

15 its own performance in the past four years.
Raisi said that he believes that all national wealth should be distributed

TEHEAN (FNA) - Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qasemi underlined that his country is still
opposed to the US. representatrves’ participation in the next round of Syna talks i Kazakhstan's

capital city in May.

“Iran’s position since day one has been on this basis that the Astana conference should be limited to
three countries (Iran, Russia and Turkey),” Qasemi said.
He added that increasing the number of countries participating in the Astana meeting can harm the

quality of the negotiations.

Asked about Iran’s position on Kazakhstan’s invitation of the U S, to Astana talks, Qasemi said Tehran
is opposed to the presence of new countries in the meefing.

Dialogue Only Solution to Cl’lSlS in Reglon

TEHEAN (MNA) — Iranian Parhament’s General
Director for Infernational Affairs Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian said the political dialogue is the
only solution to the crisis in the region and must be
given serious attention by all sides who pursue
peace and stability.

Amir-Abdoliahian made the remarks in a meeting
with Russian Ambassador to Tehran Levan Jagarian
on Sunday.

Pointing to the good relations between the two countries, Amir-Abdollabian said Iran Russia cooperation
in the political, economic and parliamentary fields is in the interest of all counfries in the region.

“The common and strong positions of the two countries on the need to effectively combat terrorism
contribute a great deal to the global peace and stability,” he added.

At the end of the meeting, he emphasized the need for joint cooperation between the two countries on
regional and international issues, including in nfernational and parliamentary forums, saying
enhancement of communication between parliaments of the two countries, especially between the
specialized committees, would be effective in the development of friendly relations.

Levan Jagarian, for his part, also noted the consistent positions of the two countries on political
solution and serious combat against terrorism, saying good relations between Iran and Russia at
various levels have resulted in coordination and joint action to help establish peace and stability in
the Middle East region.

He underlined his country always welcomes the boost and strengthening in ties with the Islamic

Republic in all fields.

“Parliamentary cooperation is of great significance to identify areas of cooperation and to strengthen
bilateral, regional and international transactions,” Russian ambassador noted.

Tehran, Yerevan Ink Customs Cooperation Agreement

TEHRAN (MNA) — Islamic Republic of Iran and
Armenia have signed a protocol of exchange of
customs information.

The protocol was sealed by Head of Islamic
Republic of Iran’s Cuostoms Administration

New Chapter in Tehran, Vienna Ties

SHIRAY (IRNA) - Austrian Ambassador to Iran Friednich Stift said the
two countries’ growing cooperation over the past three years and
diplomatic shuttles have opened a new chapter in bilateral ties.
Addressing the inanguration ceremeny of Pol (Bridgee) Exhibition in Shiraz
late on Sammrday, he added that Awstna has always mentioned Iran as a
regional power and bilateral fies have a history of 500 years.
Referring to the development of Tran-Austria relations, he said that the
first comrespondence between the two countries took place in the Safavid era
after which Iranian officials embarked on trips to Austria. Pol exhibition g o
reviews personality of the world-known Iramian mystic poet Khajeh wssiimi

Shamseddin Mohammad Hafer Shirazi from the viewpoint of the Austrian orientalist Hammﬂerngl

The ambassador said the bridge the Austrian scholar created between Iran and Austria by translating
Hafez® poems introduced the poet’s anthology to the Furopeans. Translation of the book in Furope
helped forge good relations between the Muoslims and Christians, Stift said.

He also hoped that Austrian relations with Iran would further improve in different areas.

(IRICA) Masond Karbasian and Chairman of
State Revenue Committee of Armenia Mr
Vardan Hamityvunyan.

Upon implementation of all provisions of the
newly-signed protocol, all information, requests
as well az customs and trade documents
between Iran and Armenia need to be provided
in accordance with national laws of both sides.

As per the agreement, every three months as
well as on an annual basis, the two parties will
exchange customs statistics data on bilateral
trade turnover.

The protocel is anticipated to provide grounds
for facilitating and expanding trade between
Tehran and Yerevan in addition to opening a new
chapter in bilateral trade cooperation, which will
in turn, elevate bilateral economic ties bebtween
the two countries.

Export the Islamic Republic of Iran to
Armenia amounted to 179.103 million
dollars in the previous Iranian calendar year
(ended March 21) and Iran’s imports from
Armenia during the mentioned period stood
at 20.892 million dollars.
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Rouhani Files Complaint

IRIBNEWS* - President Hassan Rouhami
and a contender in the forthcoming
presidential election has filed a complaint
with Iran’s Election Campaign Monitoring
Committee about allegations leveled by
another candidate against him during a
live TV debate.

The cultural advisor to the Iranian president,
Hesamoddin Ashna said that the complaint
was lodged after presidential candidate,
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, leveled three
different accusations against Rouhani.

He added that Rouhani complained to the
committee that he was not given enough time
to respond to Qalibaf’s accusations.

Ashna expressed hope that the committee
would investigate the complaint.

During the first live debate among the six
presidential candidates on Friday, Qalibaf
claimed that Rouhani had failed to fulfill is
promises to solve economic issues in the
country during his first 100 days in office and
create four million jobs.

Favoritism for Rouhani

FARS* - A political advisor to Qalibaf said
that the current mayor of Tehran had also filed
a complaint with Iran’s Election Campaign
Monitoring Committee.

“One of the issues of the complaint was
that Rouhani was given two minutes more
[than other candidates] to speak™ Hossein
Qorbanzadeh said.

He also cast doubt on the impartiality of the
moderator, Morteza Heidari. during the Friday
presidential debate.

Qorbanzadeh said at the end of the legal time
given to each candidate, the moderator
cautioned them and stopped them from
making extra comments, but he waited for
President Rouhani to end his remarks.

There are also speculations about the role of
the moderator in Rouhani’s campaign meetings,
he added, saying, “Therefore, we believe that
the moderator of the debate must change ™

He further noted that the committee did not
give time to Qalibaf to respond to accusations
leveled by Rouham and another presidential
candidate and the current first vice president,
Es’haq Jahangini.

Mirsalim Opposes Issues
Raised in Live Debate

TASNIM?* - Head of the election office of
Mostafa Mirsalim, another presidential
candidate, said a letter had been sent to the
polls monitoring committes in protest at the
way various issues were raised in the debate,
which had nothing to do with the main subject
of the debate.

Mohammad Al Amam added that Mirsalim
had spoken on issues assigned to him within
the framework of the debate’s topics, but other
candidates did not observe that framework

He added that Mirsalim’s election office
had not filed a complaint with the Election
Campaign Monitoring Committee, but
simply asked the committee to determine
the format of the next debate and make
candidate sirictly observe it.

The first debate among the six candidates in
the 12th Tranian presidential election was aired
live on state television.

No Cover-Up

TABNAK* - Head of central council of
Neday-e Iranian (Call of Iranians) Party says
Eshaq Jahangin is a serious man and he is not
a cover-up for President Hassan Rouhani.

Sadeq Khaarazi said that Jahangiri has come
to run for president and he is not a cover-up
for Rouhani.

He added that some believe that Jahangiri
has come to support Rouhani in the
election campaign but he disagrees because
he knows Jahangiri very well and he is not
a cover-up.





















