Within a Month

An Iranian Oil Ministry Official
Says That Georgia Plans to
Realize a Deal on Gas Imports

From the Islamic Republic of Iran
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The Inflation Rate in a Year to
Iran’s First Fiscal Month, Started
March 21, Reached 6.9 Percent,

The Statistical Center of Iran

Announced Yesterday
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TEHRAN — The Guardian Council finally
named six contenders to mun for presidential
election as the campaign begun for Iran’s
presidential election with incumbent Hassan
Rouhani facing a tough battle against Principlists
who crificize his handling of the economy.

Rouhani’s main rivals in the race appear to be
Seyed Ebrahim Raeisi, 2 senior cleric who heads
a major charity erganization, as well as Tehran
Mayor Mohammad-Bager (alibaf

Rouhani’s deputy Es'haq Jahangiri as well
as two more low-keyv candidates are the other
contenders who had their qualifications
approved by the Guardian Council, Iran’s top
vetting body.

They were among more than more than
1,600 hopefuls who registered to run for
president. The voting will be held on May 19
when Iranians will also choose the city and
village councilors.

The Interior Ministry announced the list of the
gualified candidates late Thursday night after
receiving it from the Guardian Counncil,
effectively allowing them to launch their
election campaigns.

Key figures disqualified by the council were
former president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and

SiX Hopefuls Begin
Presidential Election Race
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his deputy Hamid Bagaee. See Page 7
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Zarif Slams U.S. for Adversely
Affecting Iran’s Normal Trade

TEHRAN (Tasnim) — Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif deplored recent
remarks made by some US officials against the
Islamic Republic and said the July 2013
nuclear deal between Tehran and six world
powers oblipes Washingfon to “refrain from
adversely affecting normal trade”™.

“#lranDeal obliges U S. to support successful
implementation, including in public statements,
and to refrain from adversely affecting normal
trade,” Zarf said en his twitter account on
Thursday night

“#lranDeal is prudently confined to the nuclear
issue, without entering other confentious issues.
including nefarious activities of U.S. Govt.” the
Iranian top diplomat also twitted.

The comments came after U.5. Defense
Secretary James Mattis repeated anti-Tran
allegations during a visit fo Saudi Arabia.

Enown as “Mad Dog”, the 66-year retired
general accused Tehran of aiming to “destabilize™
the region.

Also, U S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on
Wednesday accused Iran of “alarming ongoing
provocations™ fo destabilize countries in the
Middle East as the Trump administration
launched a review of its policy towards Tehran
that will include the nuclear deal.

Astana Ready to Approve
Iran Application to Join SCO

ASTANA (Dispatches) - Kazakhstan is ready to
approve Iran’s application for full SCO
membership, Kazakh Foreign Minister Kairat
Abdrakhmanov said Friday.

“We again express our readiness to approve
Iran’s [application for] fiull membership in SCO.
We hope that soon member states will alse
approve applications of Iran and other SCO
pariners for full membership and observer
status.” Abdrakhmanov said at the SCO
ministerial meeting

Iran currently has an observer status within
SCO. In 2008, the country applied for full
membership, but the organization refused to
consider the application amid UN sanctions
against Iran over its nuclear program.

The SCO is a political military and economic
alliance founded by China, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan in 1996, with
Uzbekistan joining as its sixth member state in
2001 In June 2016, the SCO members signed
memorandums on India and Pakistan’s accession,
the process for which will be finalized at SCO
summit in June 2017 Among the alliance’s
observer states are Afphanistan, Belams and
Mongolia, while Azerbaijan, Cambodia,
Armenia, Nepal, Turkey and Sni Lanka have
dialogue pariner status.

sanctions relief in the near term.

the European Union stay intact

legislation to head off a government shutdown.
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Trump Raps Iran as Violating Spirit of Nuclear Deal

WASHINGTON (AP) - Iran is failing to fulfill the “spirit”™ of its nuclear deal with world powers,
President Donald Tromp has declared, sefting an ominous tone for his forthcoming decision about
whether to pull the 115, out of the landmark agreement.

As he often had during the president campaign Trump ripped into the deal struck by Iran, the US.
and other wortld powers in 2015 and said “it shouldn’t have been signed™ Yet he pointedly stopped
sort of telegraphing whether or not the U.S_ would stay in.

“They are not living up to the spirit of the agreement. I can tell you that ™
the Iranians on Thursday, though he did not mention any specific violations. Earlier this
week, the administration certified to Congress than Iran was complying — at least
technically — with the terms of the deal, clearing the way for Iran to continue enjoying

Trump said of

In a news conference alongside Italian Premier Paole Gentiloni, Trump also said:
— The U.5. 1s commuitied to a strong Europe, though he didn’t say directly whether he prefers that

— He sees no military role for the U.S. in stabilizing Libya.
— It's possible he mav soon be able to strike deals with Congress on both health care and finding

See Page 7

Iran Crude Exports Set to
Fall in May to 14-Month Low

TOEYO (Dispatches) - Iran’s crude o1l exports
are set to hit a 14-moenth low in May, a person
with knowledge of the Middle Eastern country’s
tanker lpading schedule said, suggesting the
counfry is struggling fo raise exports after
clearing out stocks stored on tankers.

Part of the drop may also be attributable fo a
decline in demand. as loadings bound for India
are set to slump to a one-year low after a dispute
over the award of a contract for a gas field and
Japan’s orders fall by more than half from April

Iran is also puiting about 3 million barrels back
mio storage in May, according to the source,
underlining how mmch oil remains available in
the market despite an agreement between the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and non-OPEC producers fo
cut output and boost prices.

Cmide o1l loadings from Iran are expected fo
total nearly 1.7 million barrels per day (bpd) in
May, with almost 100,000 bpd being put into
storage on tankers, according to the source.

Loading figures for condensate, a ultra-light
crude, were not available for May

In April, the country is expected to export 1.8
million bpd of crude and a little over 370000
bpd of condensate, down sharply from a six-year
high of nearly 2.9 million bpd reached in
Febmiary for both forms of oil.

In March. Tran loaded around 2.6 million bpd a day
of both crude and condensate, mostly the former
according to the source. Mo barrels of either crude or
condensate were put in storage in March and April

The final figures for Februarv exports were
significantly gher than prelimmary munbers reported
earlier by Reuters and show Iran took full advantage of
1ts exemption from the pemcimhon cuts by OPEG aﬂd

agreed to cut their anmual imports deal with Iran by a
fifth to put pressure on Tehran to award the Farzad B
gas field to an Indian consortm.

Crmde liftings for India in May are expected to
about 370000 bpd, while in April Indian
customers are lifting nearly 470,000 bpd of both
crude and condensate.

Japan is scheduled to liff nearly 40,000 bpd in
May. the lowest since March.

Loadings of crude and condensate for China
this month are to hit a four-month low of a liftle
over 500,000 bpd.

Top EU Brands to Make
Household Items in Iran

TEHRAN (PressTV) - A top Iranian industrial
official says the country 15 holding falks with
several famous Furopean brands of household
products to establish joint production plants in Tran.

Mohammad Tahanpour, the head of Iran’s
Heusehold Producers Union, was quoted by the
domestic media as saying that this would be part
of an ambitious plan to make the Islamic
Republic the leading exporter of household
items to the region within the next two years.

Tahanpour added that the companies with
which Iran was negofiating to the same effect
were mainly from Germany, France and Italy
However, he did not name them.

He further said that the target products in the
plan included washing machines dishwashers
and water heaters. The official also said an
agreement was being worked out between an
Iranian company and a reputable German brand
to produce household products in Iran.

He said that the agreement envisaged exporting
70 percent of products and supplying the rest to
the domestic market.

Tahanpour also said discussions were underway
to prepare the grounds for online sales of the
products that would be produced through
planned joint ventures with Eurcpean brands,
Iran’s Tasnim news agency reported.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official said that
Tranian companies had over the past vear made
majer strides to improve the quality of household
products they were producing. See Page 7
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