According to an Official Report,
Iran Produced Over 49.58 Million
Tons of Cement in the First
11 Months of the Last Iranian
Fiscal Year (Ended March 20)
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TEHERAN - Iran officially inaugurated several
mega projects in its namral gas hub of South
Pars — projects that can put the country in the
lead over preduction from a giant field that it
shares with Qatar.

The projects inchided South Pars Phases 17 and 18,
Phase 19, as well as Phases 21 and 22. They were
maugurated by Iran’s President Hassan Rovhani.

The phases increased Iran’s total gas production
by 150 million cubic meters per day (mcm/d)
thus bringing the countryv’s overall gas output to
as high as 340 mem/d. The fisure was an
merease of above 100 percent from 250 mem/d
recorded in 2013 when Rouhani assumed office.

The imauguration of the phases also increased
Iran’s production of condensate by 200000
barrels per day. Other key products include
ethane and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) which
respectively increased by 3 million tons per day
{mt/d) with the inauguration of the phases.

Rouhani further inaungurated production of
35000 bamels per day (bpd) of oil from an
exceptional oil field which is located in South Pars
gas hub — a field named South Pars Oil Layer

Iran’s president described the development of the Oil
Layer “a dream come true”™ He firrther expressed hope
that production from the field wounld increase to as high

President Inaugurates New South
Pars Gas Field Phases Worth $20b
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U.S. Not Fit to Comment
On Human Rights

TEHEAN (IRMNA) - Deputy Secretary General
of High Council for Human Rights and Judicial
Cooperation, Kazem Gharib Abadi said that the
United States is not well qualified to speak about
human rights.

Gharib Abadi made the remarles in reaction o US
sancfions imposed on an Iranian judicial official
and an entity affiliated to State Prisons and Security
and Corrective Measures Organization.

He condemned U S measures, saying that the
United States is not a competent couniry to make
remarks on human rights and to accuse counties
like Iran which are themselves the victims of
human rights. _

US. 1s facimg human rights violation inside and
outside borders and releasing reports on human rights
list aims at diverting the public opmion, he said.

Iranian official pointed to lack of fair hearing,
torture, violence nmirder. enforceddisappearance.
discrimination, racism, Islamophobia, genocide,
women, children and workers™ rights violations,
illegal restrictions on the civil and social
liberties, supporting those carrying out crime in
Yemen as their strategic friends as US human
rights violation chain. See Page 7

Iran-EAEU
Cooperation Necessary

MOSCOW (IRNA} - Armema’s President Serzh
Sargsyan described Iran’s cooperation with
Eurasian Economic Union (EAFU) necessary for
mutual ties between Tehran-Yerevan and beneficial
fo the expansion goals of the regional body.

The Armenia’s president in the Supreme
Eurasian Economic Council said that the soaring
trend of business exchanges between the country
and the other EAF1] members is going on.

Pointing fo the importance of the EAFU's
cooperation expansion with non-member
countries, Sargsyan added that the cooperation
with Iran, China, India, Egypt and some other
countries were discussed in 2016.

He said that Armenia is interested i implementing
agreements, especially with Iran which shares
friendly, helpful and satisfactory mutual fies.

The Furasian Economic Commission’s head
Tigran Sargsyan also reporied he cooperation
plan between the Union and some countries,
inclnding Tran China  Singapore and Egypt.

Russia’s Frist Deputy Prime Minister Tgor
Shuvalov said: signing the agreement of
establishing free trade zone between Iran and
EAFU is in the final phase of examining it by
member states. See Page 7

that the U.S. cannot harm.

another Ahmadinejad presidency.
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U.S. Poses No Threat to Powerful Iran

TEHRAN (AP) - Former Iranian President Mahmoud Abmadinejad said Saturday he does not view
recent 1S missile strikes on ally Syria as a message for Iran, which he called a “powerful country™

The controversial former president made the remarks to The Associated Press on Saturday in his
office in northemn Tehran, three days after he stunned Iranians by registering to mn for president again.

His surprise candidacy must still be approved by authorities but has alreadv upended a race that was
widely expected to be won by incumbent moderate Hassan Rouhani.

Ahmadinejad disnussed suggestions that the US. strike on Synia might also be a warmng for his country.

“1 do not think 1t has a message for Iran. Iran is a powerful country and people like Mr. Trump or the
United States administration cannot hurt Iran.™ he said.

U.S. President Donald Trump's administration earlier this year announced it was putting Iran “on
notice™ in part over its ballistic missile tests, and last week pounded a Syrian air base with cruise
missiles in response to a chemical weapons attack.

Abmadinejad struck a mostly conciliatory tone during the interview, taking care to nof stir up
controversy that could alienate voters or clerical authorifies.

He avoided repeating inflammatory statements that made him infamous in the West, such as
those predicting Israel’s demise or questioning the scale of the Holocaust. He dodged questions
about issues such as Iran’s missile program and the possible reaction by the U.S. and Israel to
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Yemenis Kill 4 Saudi Troops,
Attack Military Base

SANAA (Dispatches) - Yemeni soldiers and
allied Houthi fighters have lalled four Saudi
troops in sniper fire in the kingdom’s extreme
southwest in retaliation for new attacks on the
impoverished nation.

The allied forces gpunned down one Saudi
trooper at the al-Mo’annaq military outpost in
the kingdom’s Jizan region on Saturday, Yemen'’s
al-Masirah television network reported.
Separately, Yemem sharpshooters killed three
more Saudi troops in a blite against military
bases in Najran.

A Saudi military vehicle was also destroyed
while traveling in the Midi Desert in Jizan.

Al-Masirah published a video, released by
Yemen’s War Media. showing mercenaries
fleeing the al-Qavieh base in Jizan on board two
vehicles, leaving behind their equipment. A
Yemeni army unit then goes there and takes
away some of the accoutrement.

Yemeni forces have been responding fo Saudi
Arabia’s more than two years of mvasion Immched
in support of a former government. Thousands of
civilians have been killed in the war which has also
destroyed Yemen's infrastructure and put the
couniry on the bnnk of a famine.

The Yemenis have stepped up their retaliatory
strikes against Saudi mercenaries. who have been
trying to push deeper into the impoverished
country after occupying the Red Sea port of Aden.

On Saturday, loyalist forces backed by Saundi
Arabia launched an assault fo seize the Khaled
Tbn al-Walid base from Houthi fighters and their
allies near Yemen's west coast.

At least 23 loyalists of former president Abd
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and Houthi fighters were
killed in clashes around the key military located
30 kilometers from the Fed Sea town of Mokha
which pro-Saund: forces captured in Febmary.

Military and medical sources told the French
news agency AFP that Saodi warplanes had
bombed Houthi positions as they tried to push
back the advancing mercenaries.

Nine Houthi fighters were kalled and two others
wounded m twin Saudi airstikes fargeting three
vehicles bringing reinforcements to the camp, the
report said A further 12 Houthis and four Hadi
loyalists were killed in fighting overnight, it added.

The camp, one of the biggest in Yemen_ sits on
a key road linking Mokha to the Houthi-
controlled port city of Hudavdah and Ta'izz.

U.S.-Led Airstrikes
Kills 11 Civilians in Syria

DAMASCUS (Dispatches) - Local sources say
nearly a dozen civilians have lost their lives when
the UUS-led coaliion purporfediy fishting Daesh
Takfiris in Syna carried out fwo separate airstrikes
against militant-held areas in the country’s eastem
province of Dayr al-Zawr as well as the militant-
held northern province of Raggah.

The sources, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the first aenal attack targeted
the wvillage of al-Sakniyah on the eastern
outskirts of Dayr al-Zawr, located 450 kilometers
northeast of the capital, Damascus, on Sunday.

At least six people were killed and several
ofhers injured in the air raid.

The Arabic-languape news agency Smart
News also reported that 15 -led military aircraft
had launched an attack against the willage of
¥a'rab in the western suburbs of Raggah

The strike claimed the lives of five civilians.
who were all members of a family.

The developments came only a few days after
the General Command of the Syrian Army and
Armed Forces announced in a statement that
hundreds of people, including civilians, had
been killed after an airstrike by the TS -led
coalition hit poison gas supplies belonging to
Daesh terrorists.

The statement published by Syria’s official
news agency, SANA  said the airstrike had taken
place in the eastern village of Hatla, near the city
of Dayr al-Zawr, at around 5:30 pm_ local time
(1530 GMT) on April 12. See Page 7
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